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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

www.westfieldnj.com

Offer Expires 11-30-00

Call Today!
908.654.4100

or
1.800.730.1234
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Central Vacuum Systems
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

www.etpetersen.com

All M
iele

Vacuums on

SALE

from $249

MIELE \MEÉ-IL-UH\
n. an extremely quiet, easy-to-use,

powerful German vacuum with a
sealed filtration system to capture all
particles to bacteria size (.3 microns).

vb. an indescribable state of envi-
ronmental cleanliness - i.e. “I Mieled
my house today.”

NEWLY-DESIGNATED...Children’s Specialized Hospital in Fanwood was recently designated the Richard B. Ahlfeld
Center to commemorate the recently retired Mr. Ahlfeld for his 26 years of service at the hospital where he was President
and Chief Executive Officer from 1985 to 2000.

Former Scotch Plains Resident Recalls Loss
Of Shipmates Aboard Arizona at Pearl Harbor

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
Scotch Plains resident Frank Quagliato
was recently honored by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman with a Dis-
tinguished Service Medal.

Now 78 and currently residing in
Hammonton, Mr. Quagliato received the
award for distinguished meritorious ser-
vice in sea combat during World War II in
the Asiatic Pacific Theater of Operations.

Mr. Quagliato was an 18-year-old
senior at Scotch Plains High School
when he dropped out of school to
perform his duty to his country. He
enlisted in the United States Navy on

October 14, 1940 — reporting to New-
port, R.I. for boot camp — and served
until June 22, 1945.

He recalled his most memorable
war experience as the twist of fate
which began while he was stationed
aboard the ill-fated USS Arizona. The
vessel was among those attacked by
the Japanese at Pearl Harbor on De-
cember 7, 1941.

He and most of his basic training
classmates had been assigned to the
Arizona, but an argument with an-
other sailor over an admiral’s inspec-
tion caused him to be transferred to
the USS Stewart in May of 1941.

He was aboard the Stewart when he
learned of the Japanese attack and the
destruction of the Arizona, accompa-
nied by the deaths of 1,171 of its crew
— many of whom had been part of his
basic training class of 160.

“It took about three days for word
of the bombing to reach us in the

Asiatic Pacific Theater,” said Mr.
Quagliato in a recent telephone inter-
view with The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
“I had no idea how devastating the
attack had been.”

The USS Stewart, which had left
Pearl Harbor a week before the bomb-
ing, was involved with other Allied
ships in sea combat against Japanese
war ships. Mr. Quagliato served as a
gunnery.

Upon his return to Scotch Plains
after the war, Mr. Quagliato finished
high school on the GI Bill. He began
a post-war career at the Scotch Plains
Post Office, starting as a letter carrier
in 1948. After a promotion to Mail
Clerk, he eventually became Supervi-
sor of Mail — a position he held until
his retirement in 1972.

“At one time I knew every family in
Scotch Plains” he proudly stated.

In 1972, Mr. Quagliato and his wife

retired to Hammonton, where he pur-
sued his hobby of hunting quail. Now,
nearly 60 years after the air attack on
Pearl Harbor, he has embarked upon a
project to honor his fellow classmates
who were stationed aboard the USS
Arizona.

He is trying to identify all the young
men in a 1940 photograph of his basic
training class, many of whom were
assigned to the Arizona immediately
after basic training.

By matching the names of the men
in the photo against a list of survivors,
Mr. Quagliato hopes to learn which of
his classmates survived Pearl Harbor
and which did not.

“I am determined to learn the fate of
each and every man in the picture,” he
said.

The USS Arizona Survivors’ Asso-
ciation is assisting him in this en-
deavor by allowing him to post the
picture on the association’s Web site.

Franks Considering Options As He Weighs
Future Following Defeat in Senate Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROSELLE PARK —After repre-
senting New Jersey’s Seventh Con-
gressional District for the past eight
years, Bob Franks, 49, now must de-
cide his next move after his defeat by
Jon Corzine in New Jersey’s U.S. Sen-
ate race.

At a press briefing last Thursday
at his Roselle Park campaign head-
quarters, the Congressman described
the Senate race as the “most reward-
ing and fulfilling experience” of his
life.

“I wouldn’t have traded a moment
of it,” he told reporters in citing the 14
“grueling months” he endured in the
campaign.

“I think our moderate common-sense
message resonated among the vast num-
ber of voters in New Jersey,” he com-
mented, noting that an “historic alloca-
tion of street money” by the Corzine
Campaign to spoke Democratic turnout
on election Day proved too much for his
campaign to overcome. He said Demo-
crats spent around $3-$5 million on Elec-
tion Day compared to some $1 million
by his campaign.

Mr. Franks won the GOP nomination
after defeating three rivals in the June
primary including State Senator William
Gormley who outspent him 8-1.

“It has been truly a marvelous expe-
rience and I am now more proud than
ever to call New Jersey my home,” he
added. Despite being outspent 12-1
by Mr. Corzine, Congressman Franks
noted he finished far ahead of the
numbers posted by Governor George
W. Bush in New Jersey. As of last
week, Mr. Franks received 1.3 million
tallies or 48 percent of the vote com-
pared to Governor Bush who received
just 40 percent of the New Jersey tally.

Mr. Franks said he if had a sixth of
Mr. Corzine’s campaign spending, $10
million, he would have probably won
the election.

“They (the Corzine campaign) made
an historic allocation of street money.
And they used in ways I’m not sure we

know about yet,” the Congressman
explained. He noted that had Governor
Bush had a much better showing in the
state, he (Mr. Franks) would likely
have won his election.

Mr. Franks was repeatedly ques-
tioned by reporters if he would seek
his party’s nomination for governor
next year. Congressman Franks had
originally been considering such a
run but opted to seek the open Senate
seat left by retiring Senator Frank
Lautenberg after Governor Christine
Todd Whitman announced that she
would not run for the Senate.

Congressman Franks said he is con-
sidering a number of employment
options including the private sector
but vowed always to “be committed to
New Jersey.”

“I don’t want to foreclose any op-
tion. But this race is over and I am
looking ahead,” he said.

Under continued pressure of
whether he was ruling out the
Governor’s race he commented, “I’m
not ruling anything absolutely in or
anything absolutely out,” noting that
the governor’s race has not been on
his “radar screen.” He had the same
response in regard to a possible run
for Senate in 2002 against incumbent
Robert Torricelli (D-NJ).

Mr. Franks noted that State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco has
mustered a great deal of organiza-
tional support, particularly from
county GOP chairmen in his quest for
the governorship. Mr. DiFrancesco
has begun running ads on New York
TV stations.

Although supportive of contested
primary elections, Congressman
Franks said it would be “dangerous
and counter productive” for Republi-
cans to have “a divisive and conten-
tious primary” next year.

He said the GOP must rebuild its
party by recruiting better candidates
starting from the local level. He said
state convention participation must be
expanded and the party’s campaign
message must be broadened to attract

a larger spectrum of New Jersey vot-
ers.

“If you travel around the state there
are other indications of real trouble
for this party which we had better
come to grips with or we will see
ourselves relegated to a minority party
status,” he stated.

He said the GOP party needs to do
increase support among women, mi-
norities and be more active in heavily
Democratic counties.

“This is not a Republican state. It is
extraordinary difficult for Republi-
cans to win statewide,” he added.
“When we do win we tend to do it by
very small margins.”

Looking again at his future after
over 20 years in both Congress and
the State Assembly, the four-term
Congressman said he was not lean-
ing in any particular direction at this
time.

“There may be another race for Bob
Franks. When and where or what po-
sition that may be, I don’t know.”

Only time will tell. Stay tuned.

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car
Charger

Hands

Free
Head Set

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$7500 REBATE
cash back mail-in service rebateon any new
activation on calling plan of $29.99 or higher

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30
All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new

activation  of service on select plans. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

NEW!
DIGITAL ADVANTAGE

CALLING PLANS
NEW!

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

120 Min. - $29.99

200 Min. - $39.99

400 Min. - $49.99

600 Min. - $69.99

1000 Min. - $99.99

1600 Min. - $149.99

250 Min. - $29.99

400 Min. - $39.99

600 Min. - $49.99

800 Min. - $69.99

1200 Min. - $99.99

2000 Min. - $149.99

3000 Min. - $199.99

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your
Cellular Accessory Needs.

Buy any Nokia Digital multi-network phone , activate
on any AT&T Wireless Services Calling Plan and
receive a $30 mail-in rebate from Nokia.

500 Free Minutes! For 12 Months
Customers activating on Digital Advantage Plans

$29.99 or $39.99 will receive 500 “Free” Off-Peak minutes!
1000 Free Minutes! For 12 Months!

Customers activating on Digital Advantage Plans $49.99
and greater will receive 1,000 “Free” Off-Peak minutes!


