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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Holiday Happenings

Westfield Weavers Guild
To Present Holiday Boutique
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Weavers Guild will hold its 14th
Annual Holiday Boutique on Friday,
November 17, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Saturday, November 18, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 715 Dorian Road
in Westfield.

The sale will include holiday items,
plus rugs, table linens and apparel,
woven by Guild members.

Guest artists Frances Mackey (pot-
ter) and Kirk Klenk (wood worker)
will also display and vend items.

For more information, please call
(908) 654-1540.

The Westfield Weavers Guild was
formed in 1947. The group’s 25
members meet monthly to study the
art of weaving and related skills. The
purpose of the guild is to establish
an environment where there is a
free exchange of weaving informa-
tion and mutual encouragement to
improve skills and knowledge of
weaving.

Guests are welcome to attend
meetings.

Chansonettes Catch
That Holiday Feeling
WESTFIELD – The

Chansonettes of Westfield are re-
hearsing for their holiday pro-
gram which will feature songs
such as “Canon of the Bells,” “Oh,
Holy Night,” “Rock of Ages,” and
“Christmas Wish.”

The tour for this holiday season
will start on December 4 at Our
Lady of Lourdes, December 6 at
Sunrise Assisted Living in
Westfield, December 11 at
Runnells Hospital, December 12
at Villa Maria, December 13 at
Arbor Glen and December 18 at
the Chelsea of Fanwood.

The Chansonettes, a group of
women who enjoy singing, are
under the direction of Jean Schork,
accompanied by Mary Ellen Freda.
The ensemble sings four-part har-
mony and the music program
ranges from pop tunes to classi-
cal music.

To join the Chansonettes, please
call Ginny Bucci at (908) 232-
1750 or Jackie Costello at (908)
789-5819.

Crafters to Spread
Yuletide Cheer

At Nov. 20 Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – All Saints’

Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains will hold its annual
Yuletide Festival on Saturday, No-
vember 20, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The festival will feature local deal-
ers of antiques, holiday crafts and
decorations.

“Our festival attracts people from
all over the local area, many of who
have been attending for a number of
years,” revealed Joe Britt, Festival
Chairperson.

The All Saints’ Crafters will show
their line of handmade crafts and
holiday decorations, which take a
full year to produce. A country
kitchen will offer lunches and re-
freshments to shoppers as they ad-
mire antiques and consider their
purchases.

Free parking is available across
the street, next to the United States
Post Office. For more information,
please call (908) 322-8047.

Tree, Wreath Sale to Raise Funds,
Spread Spirit at Oratory School

SUMMIT – To benefit their activi-
ties fund, students from Oratory Pre-
paratory School in Summit are pres-
ently conducting their major
fundraising event of the year.

The annual tree sale will include
Frazer fir Christmas trees, averaging
in height from 6-9 ft., and priced
from $44 to $66. Double face balsam
wreaths are sold in four sizes, from
12 inches to 24 inches, and cost
between $8-$18. Pine roping is avail-
able at $1.50 per yard.

Orders will be taken by Oratory
students or can be placed with Walter
Crum, tree sale coordinator, by call-
ing (908) 273-1084, Extension No.
25. A deposit equal to half the total
amount of purchase is required.

The greenery may be picked up in
front of Oratory’s Newman Hall, 14
Bedford Road, directly off Morris
Avenue, on Thursday, December 7,
from 2 to 6 p.m. or on Saturday,
December 9, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mr. Crum stated that the proceeds
from this sale are used to defray the
cost of student activities such as the
prom and semi-formal. They also
help to fund Spirit Month activities
and a Student Council gift to the
school.

In addition to residential custom-
ers, local merchants may wish to
support this fundraiser by purchas-
ing trees, wreaths or roping to deco-
rate their places of business for the
holiday season.

Gifts of Nature To be Vended
At Trailside�s Holiday Boutique

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside
Nature & Science Center will host its
Holiday Nature Boutique on Sun-
day, December 3, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the

boutique will offer visitors an oppor-
tunity to purchase quality hand-
crafted holiday gifts made from natu-
ral materials.

Framed pressed flowers, country
decor, homemade jams, jellies and
relishes, roothead dolls, herbal soaps,
fresh green arrangements, leaded
glass, honey, beeswax candles and a
variety of jewelry will be available
for sale.

Shoppers will also find nature
photography, authentic Native
American carvings and dream catch-
ers, pottery, delicious gift baskets,
unique natural wreaths, angels, hand-
painted lampshades, bird houses,
feeders, ornaments, toys and stock-
ing stuffers.

A special gift wrap station will be
added this year where visitors may
have their purchases wrapped for a
small fee. A choice of hand-deco-
rated gift bags will come complete
with colorful tissue paper, festive
raffia bows or gift tags.

All proceeds from the gift-wrap
station will fund new displays for
Trailside’s reptile room.

Admission is free. Refreshments
will be available.

Trailside Nature & Science Center,
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, is a facility of the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 789-3670.

WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Take the Stage Arts & Entertainment
UCC Theater Project Blossoms
In What I Did Last Summer

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- I have had the
pleasure of attending productions of
The Theater Project at Union County
College (UCC) in the past and have
been impressed with the company’s
choice of material and level of pro-
fessionalism. The current offering
from The Theater Project is A. R.
Gurney’s delightful coming-of-age
play, What I Did Last Summer, and,
once again, Director Mark Spina has
created another thought-provoking
and thoroughly enjoyable evening
of theatre.

Playwright A. R. Gurney has writ-
ten some wonderful plays, includ-
ing the extremely successful Love
Letters and the more recent comedy
hit, Sylvia.

Another play of Mr. Gurney’s, The
Golden Fleece, was recently pro-
duced by The Theater Project, and I
applaud the decision of Director Mr.
Spina to continue to introduce di-
verse and interesting pieces of work
to Union County.

What I Did Last Summer has an
innocent enough title, and, at first
glance, appears to be a sweet story
about one 14-year-old boy’s sum-
mer vacation. Set in the summer of
1945 during the last days of World
War II, young Charlie awaits the
return of his father from the Pacific.

Vacationing with his mother and
sister on Lake Erie at a Canadian
seaside resort, Charlie struggles with
obvious adolescent issues; girls, sum-
mer jobs, rivalry between local boys.
That is, until he meets Anna Trumbull,
or “The Pig Woman,” as she is called
by the provincial residents and vaca-
tioners in town. “The Pig Woman” is
feared and looked down upon be-
cause she is different.

A woman with Indian blood who
is an adulterer that makes her own
wine, parents fear the effect that
Anna may have on their children,
filling their heads with ideas about
art and painting and foolish things
like that.

Of course, Anna is an intelligent
woman with a huge heart whose
only true wish is to be a wonderful
teacher. When Charlie stumbles into
her world, he begins to see that the
universe is a fascinating place where
people grow their own vegetables
and artistic expression is not only
accepted, but encouraged.

The production of What I Did Last
Summer at UCC is a delight from
start to finish with sincere, touching
performances and expert direction.
World War II looms ominously in the
background as the characters step
forward to tell their story.

In the central role of Charlie, Joe
Discher is phenomenal. Twenty-
something Discher has the difficult
task of going back in time and
convincingly playing a 14-year-old
boy. Roles written like this can be
very tricky, the easiest way to pre-
tend that you are 14 is to “act” like
you are 14, but this
can come across in
a caricature-like
fashion.

However, Mr.
Discher simply be-
comes a 14-year-old
boy, complete with
teenage angst,
hopes and dreams.
Sweetly, honestly
and very convinc-
ingly, Mr. Discher
simply is Charlie. His
work reminds you
of the endearingly
simple performance
of Tom Hanks in the
movie, Big. Like Mr.
Hanks, Joe Discher recognizes the
power in simplicity and truth. This is
a wonderful performance.

Theater Project veteran, Daaimah
Talley, is lovely in the role of Grace,
Charlie’s mom. Ms. Talley is a fine
actress who understands this role on
every level; a woman worried about
her husband’s safety, trying desper-
ately to hold the family together and
all the while, struggling with her
own hypocrisies. Some of Ms. Talley’s
speeches were a bit long-winded,
but this could be in the writing, and
picking up the pace a bit would
solve this problem. All in all, this is
an admirable performance.

Lisa Alford is whiny and wonder-
ful in the role of Elsie, Charlie’s big
sister who is unhappy, self-absorbed
and bored. Ms. Alford has some
terrific moments in the play, making
the character sympathetic and lik-

able. One of the hardest feats for an
actor is to make an annoying charac-
ter lovable, and Ms. Alford does so
with ease. This is great work.

Corinne Colon (isn’t that a perfect
name for an actress?) is terrific in the
role of Bonnie, the young lady with
whom Charlie is smitten. Like Mr.
Discher, Ms. Colon convincingly
portrays an adolescent and captures
all the wide-eyed innocence of youth.
Afraid to stay out too late and anger
her father, but still wanting to go the
amusement park and hang out with
the boys, Ms. Colon is a lovely
Bonnie. Again, the key here is hon-
est, simple work, and Ms. Colon is
enchanting.

Oscar Castillo is marvelous in the
role of Ted, the local boy who is at
odds with Charlie over Bonnie’s
affections. Insecure and vulnerable,
Ted doesn’t seem to fit in, he’s a
“Canuck” and hides his emotions
with unabashed bravado. I had the
pleasure of seeing Mr. Castillo per-
form in two musicals recently, and,
clearly he is capable of doing it all.
This is a fine actor with a wonderful
career ahead of him.

And last, but not at all least, is
Nancy Heins-Glaser. Ms. Heins-
Glaser plays Anna, “The Pig Woman.”
This is remarkably clear and effec-
tive work. Ms. Heins-Glaser has a
haunting quality, the underlying pain
of the character is subtly evident
beneath the knowledgeable exte-
rior.

A woman chastised and hurt by
her community, Anna is a troubling
character, not always likable, but
always captivating. Her story is as
important to the plot as is Charlie’s,
and together with Joe Discher, Ms.
Heins-Glaser has some of the best
moments in the play. This is a fabu-
lous performance.

Again, accolades to Mr. Spina for
his direction, for his vision, and for
assembling this proficient and pro-
fessional cast.

The Theater Project is proving to
be a ground-breaking company and
I look forward to seeing more of
their work in the future.

What I Did Last Summer will con-
tinue its run at UCC through Novem-
ber 19. Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day performances begin at 8 p.m.,
with a special matinee on Sunday at
3 p.m. Do not miss it!

stereotype, that disabled people are
nothing more than “drooling, mis-
shapen ... husk” of their former
selves. In fact, most disabled people
are equally as productive as able-
bodied people. Just because
someone’s legs or other extremities
don’t work quite the same as every-
one else’s, doesn’t mean their minds
function at a substandard level.

It didn’t take long for Nike to
react, pulling the ad from future
use, but not before millions of
people were incensed by
someone’s oversight.

Nike management offered this
statement to the public, apolo-
gizing for the offensive material:
“We offer a sincere apology to
those people, their family and
friends. Clearly, disabilities of
any form are no laughing matter
and that paragraph should not
have been included in the ad.
We are immediately pulling this
offensive ad from future publi-
cation.

“The intent of the print ad for
the Air Dri-Goat trail running
shoe was to communicate the
benefits of using the right equip-
ment to prevent injuries. We cer-
tainly did not mean to offend, or
make light of any form of disabil-
ity.”

How, in the year 2000, do we
still let slide insults hurled at the
disabled community? We’ve al-
ready learned that insults based
on any other characteristic are a
no-no, but yet we still see people
with disabilities as something to
poke fun at.

Wieden & Kennedy released a
statement reading: “We have
stepped over the line with this
advertisement and there is no ex-
cuse for it. We have hurt a group of
people for whom we have enor-
mous admiration. These are men
and women who demonstrate more
courage in a single day than most
of us will in our lifetime; who
accomplish more, inspire more,
and have far more reasons to be
proud. For myself personally and
for this advertising agency, I deeply
apologize. I only wish there were
a way to run the clock backwards.”

Unfortunately for Wieden &
Kennedy, along with all those need-
lessly offended by this ad, there is no
way to “run the clock backwards.”

Until the day comes when people
won’t find disability of any kind a
laughing matter, there will still be
work to be done.

THEY’RE ALL H.E.A.R.T….Dr. Theodore K. Scholsberg, Founder and
Executive Director of New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) accept-
ing a $5,000 HEART Grant from the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders for establishing the Plainfield Summer Music Workshop, an
outreach program of NJWA. Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder Mary
P. Ruotolo, Liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board, Alexander J. Menza, mem-
ber, New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Dr. Scholsberg and Susan
P. Coen, Director of the Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

simplicity.

Adobe and Maguey- by Hugh
Fox

Sun still up, a day that
lasts a century,
an almost full moon
at 45 degrees in the Northeast,
evening Andean
chill, Ecuadorians playing
huinos in the background,
the smell of eternal beans
and tortillas, afraid to
stop, I do, to write these
lines, and the hungry ghosts
crowd in around me.

The work of Mr. Plante is also
featured in issue number nine
of Exit 13 in the touching, “Care
to Dance?”

Care to Dance? By Tom
Plante

I walk in the dark
practicing for the day
when I’m not able to see.
Funny how we remember
where we put our feet
just the other day
lights on or sun shining
how we step so sure
even before we fall.
In the dark I dance a bit slower
reach for your hand
with a smooth approach
wondering if I’ll knock over
a lamp or hit the wall
on the way to our next waltz.

Mr. Plante is busy at work
preparing the next issue of Exit
13 and interested writers may
submit their work. Please in-
clude a self addressed, stamped
envelope if you would like your
material returned. Please send
submissions to: Exit 13 Publica-
tions, P.O. Box 423, Fanwood,
07023.

Copies of Exit 13 are available
at the same address for $6.50.

It would make a great stock-
ing stuffer!
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Consider Yourself  An Artist?
Tell Us About It So We Can Tell Others!

michelle@goleader.com

Helen Frank
Celebrated

At Juxtapose
WESTFIELD – Proprietor Geri

Gildea announced that Juxtapose
Gallery is proud to present the First
Helen Frank Festival.

She also revealed that Ms. Frank,
who is well-known to many Westfield

collectors, is the subject of a seven-
page article in a new national maga-
zine called, Becoming Family.

According to Ms. Gildea, the maga-
zine, which is now available at local
bookstores, is dedicated to the idea
that family is a continuing creative
experience. She noted that Juxta-
pose has always believed that Helen
Frank’s etching’s, which reflect her
own experience, are appealing for
that reason.

“Her work is so prolific,” explained
Ms. Gildea in a written statement,
“that we can usually suggest an etch-
ing for everyone’s specific family event.

Ms. Gildea invites the public to
view Juxtapose’s current window
and permanent gallery wall of Ms.
Frank’s work. The exhibition will be
on display at 58 Elm Street through
Thanksgiving.

112 Quimby Street � Westfield
(908) 389-9000

La Crema Gelato & Caffé
The Place To Go For

Fresh, Homemade Gelato and
Perfectly Brewed Espresso

LIVE MUSIC ON THURSDAYS, 8-9pm

HOME DELIVERY STARTING NOV 15

ORDER YOUR THANKSGIVING  & CHRISTMAS
CAKES NOW!!

DO NOT MISS OUR:
• GELATO  CAKE  WINTER  SALE

(20% off 10” cake • 10% off 8” cake)

TRY OUR NEW:
• GRANDPA’S OLD-STYLE ITALIAN  SOUPS

(1 bowl of soup + 1 Hot Cheese & Prosciutto Panino)

• HOT CHOCOLATE
(So Creamy and Sinful We Do Not Dare To Sell it On Sundays)

Juxtapose Gallery presents

Featuring new
works by our
“favorite”...
Helen Frank
... on display
now thru
Thanksgiving

Juxtapose Gallery
58 Elm St., Westfield, (908) 232-3278


