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Arts & Entertainment
POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Charlie’s Angels
Get Their Halos Tarnished

1 & 1/2 popcorns

For a brief moment whilst viewing
Charlie’s Angels, the splashy big screen
version of the 1970s TV hit, I thought I
had captured the essence of schlock
Moviedom. Discovered the true pith of
films that don’t matter. Broke down to its

most basic elements the appeal of mo-
tion pictures that are completely besides
the point. And it didn’t have anything to
do with the sex appeal exuded by Drew
Barrymore, Cameron Diaz or Lucy Liu,
the fair beauties who play the title char-
acters.

In that scant second of epiphany, it all
seemed so clear. ‘Hey, y’know,’ I mused
to myself in my best meat ‘n’ potatoes
inner voice, ‘maybe the great unwashed
know what they’re doing after all when
they plunk down their hard-earned
scheckels and make a profoundly inept
film the top grossing, box office hit of the
week.

You see, they’re not really buying into
this junk. But rather, it all ties in with our
throwaway society and the false percep-
tion of wealth and extravagance that
comes with spending money on com-
pletely superfluous diversions. Yeah,
that’s it. It makes you feel above it all to
waste your precious little resources on
something that is almost entirely worth-
less.’

Then my other voice, the one that
pays the rent, issued a wake-up call: ‘Get
real you pompous elitist. That’s just your
pseudo humanitarian alter ego working
overtime. Director McG’s jury-rigged,
overactive, cheesecake cacophony is,
albeit italicized and pronounced with a
French accent, strictly garbage. And be-
lieve it or not, these folks like this stuff.
You will beat your head against the wall
trying to figure them out. Skip the role of
egalitarian apologist and just tell it like it
is.’

With that splash of cold water in this
humble auditor’s face, here goes.

Though assembled as a modern up-
date of the original, replete with three
lovely ladies, a world full of bad guys
that need a hurting, and John Forsythe
reprising his role as Charlie’s voice,
Charlie’s Angels is neither cleverly campy
nor respectfully true to the source mate-
rial.

Those expecting a witty, parodying
homage to both the subject matter and
the era from whence it emanates, similar
to what The Brady Bunch Movie (1995)
was able to accomplish, will be disap-
pointed.

Instead, the filmmaker has taken the
basic frame of the old series and gone off
in his own feature-length, rock-video
direction. The formulaic screenplay by
Ryan Rowe, Ed Solomon and John Au-
gust offers textbook proof that too many
cooks do indeed spoil the broth. But that
seems to work out for McG.

Not hampered by a good story that
might restrict its inane movements,
Charlie’s Angels shuns anything approxi-
mating an interesting plot. And unfet-
tered by any directorial structure, the
movie is free to burst out in endless
displays of kung-fu fighting. Diaz, Liu
and Barrymore issue more karate kicks
than Bruce Lee deployed in his whole
career.

It all starts out when the nerd (Sam
Rockwell) who runs a giant software
firm gets in trouble. No, no one’s trying
to divest him of his monopoly and
thereby save the capitalist system. These
bad guys are much more forthcoming in
their ambitions. They merely kidnap the
billionaire and threaten to kill him if his
company doesn’t give up a new voice
recognition technology. Presumably,
they’re from a competing firm. Very
presumably.

But in any case, it only figures that the
programming bigwig’s loyal underlings
would contract the Charles Townsend
Agency to retrieve the little egghead.
Thus our angels get the opportunity to
do some fancy footwork and, well,
generally strut their stuff.

They are Barbie dolls come to life,
garnished with ready-made little person-
alities of the sort that are ascribed to rock
stars in teen magazines: i.e.— one’s
witty, one’s bashful, and gosh, one is
having an awful hard time meeting her
Prince Charming. And ah, so beautiful
are they. But alas, they have human
foibles...just like ours. Their cutesy iden-
tities established, they are then adorned
in a myriad of colorful outfits to match
whatever mode of action their scintillat-
ing lives take them to. If you like your
vicarious thrills clothed in absolutely no
pretense, this is your stop.

But be aware that the fashion show
soon grows as tiring as the repetitious
kick-fest. Knowing that in reality the
Misses Barrymore, Diaz and Liu are
merely posing for the camera while
computer simulation does all the work
somehow takes the fun out of it all.

Attempts at adding a tongue-in-cheek,
007 tone to the derring-do make the
humor angle equally disappointing. While
the visuals and the action portions of the
film are no doubt aimed at the MTV set,
the paltry stabs at comedy are far less
certain of their target. The bawdy double
entendres and puns that are trotted out
are uncomfortably out of place.

Reminiscent of the naughty postcards
your Uncle Moe used to mail from
Florida, the would-be jokes seem like
comic rejects bought job lot from a
bankrupt Vaudeville troupe. And, as if
the failed funniness were infectious, Bill
Murray as Charlie’s middle management
go-between puts in a rare mediocre
performance. Slightly more successful in
a satirical role is Crispin Glover as the
Thin Man, a silently evil cuss who just
might be a refugee from Cabaret.

It’s a pity. Resurrecting the old TV
show and transposing it to reflect con-
temporary sensibilities offered untold
opportunities for sociological wit. If it
weren’t so hell-bent on breaking practi-
cally all the rules of proper filmmaking,
Charlie’s Angels might have been good
devilish fun.

*  *  *  *  *
Charlie’s Angels, rated PG-13, is a

Columbia Pictures release directed by
McG and stars Cameron Diaz, Drew
Barrymore and Lucy Liu. Running time:
92 minutes.

New Mid-Day Musicales
Season Will Commence Nov. 29
WESTFIELD — The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, announced the be-
ginning of their 16th sea-
son of Mid-Day Musicales
with a concert at noon on
Wednesday, November 29.
This free, half-hour pro-
gram will feature flutist
Sharon Levin and guitarist
Tiberio Nascimento in a
program of Chorinos from
Brazil.

Chorinos mix virtuosic
European-style music for
the flute with Afro-Brazil-
ian syncopation. Written
primarily around the turn
of the century, they have
never lost their popular-
ity.

Ms. Levin and Mr.
Nascimento have per-
formed this music to-
gether in venues rang-
ing from Carnegie Hall
to Kennedy Airport and
have received rave re-
views for this lively, chal-
lenging music.

Ms. Levin has per-
formed as a soloist in
France, Switzerland, Ger-
many, Israel, Brazil, Ec-
uador, Costa Rica, and
the United States. She has
appeared on national television and
radio in Brazil, Costa Rica, and Ecua-
dor, and on New York’s WQXR radio.
She has performed as a soloist with
orchestras in Ecuador and Brazil, and
has recorded a flute and guitar CD of
Ecuadorian music called “Reir Llorando.”

An avid conservationist, she works

to heighten the American public’s
awareness of danger to the South

American rain forests and
their cultures by perform-
ing music native to rain
forest regions. Ms. Levin
has degrees from Sarah
Lawrence College and the
Manhattan School of Mu-
sic.

Mr. Nascimento, a na-
tive of Sao Paulo, Brazil,
made his Carnegie Hall
recital debut in 1985, and
he has performed widely
in the U.S., Canada, Ja-
pan, and Europe. He is
an authority on the guitar
music on Villa-Lobos, and

has published articles in
respected publications, in-
cluding Guitar Interna-
tional.

A talented composer and
arranger, his compositions
include works for solo
guitar and his Brazilian jazz
trio TRILOGIA, with which
he has recorded two CDs.
He more recently has fin-
ished recording a solo CD.

Following these con-
certs, a soup and sand-
wich luncheon will be
available in the church so-
cial hall for $4.50.

These concerts are made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

For further information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Sharon Levin

Tiberio Nascimento

Local Musicians
Prepare Concert

In Plainfield Church
WESTFIELD – A program of clas-

sical music will include several local
artists at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
1430 Park Avenue, Plainfield on
Sunday, November 26, at 4 p.m.

With the theme, “Music That Will
Live Forever – No. 3,” the program
will feature the Westfield Concerto/
Solo Chamber Orchestra led by
Stephen Wolosonovich, violin mae-
stro and teacher in Westfield.

The orchestra will perform ex-
cerpts from violin concertos by Max
Bruch and Tchaikovsky and the pi-
ano concerto in D minor by Bach.
Soloists in the violin concertos are
Danny Hedinger and Helen Ahn,
with Wayne Smith soloist in the
piano concerto.

Other artists on the program in-
clude Cassandra Lambros, violinist,
from Warren and pianist Henry
Namkung of Murray Hill.

Mr. Smith of Westfield, who has a
background in both classical and
jazz music, will be the featured solo-
ist in the Bach piano concerto. He
performs music combing both clas-
sical and jazz. A former accompanist
for Mr. Wolosonovich, Mr. Smith has
performed over 400 concerts with
Mr. Wolosonovich in public schools.

A special item on the program will
be the violin duo entitled, “Desire,”
composed by 16-year-old Oliver Eng.
A violin duo of Mr. Wolosonovich
and David Louie of Westfield will
also be included in the evening.
They will perform “Five Rustic
Dances,” a composition by Walter
Legaviec of Mountainside.

Members of the orchestra, in addi-
tion to the aforementioned instru-
mentalists, include Jean and Henry
Namkung (violin); Christina Yang
(viola); Leo Wang (cello) and Dan
Jaeger (bass).

Admission is $5.

GL Hilltop Players
Plan Fall Production

The Mouse That Roared
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Gover-

nor Livingston (GL) Hilltop Player’s
fall production, The Mouse That
Roared, will come to Davis Hall at
Governor Livingston High School on
Friday and Saturday, November 17
and 18, at 8 p.m.

In this comedy by Christopher Sergel,
the Duchess Gloriana, sovereign of a
microscopic country in the Alps, de-
clares war on the United States over an
imitation wine that has caused them
bankruptcy. The fate of the world
ironically ends up in the hands of
Grand Fenwick, a mouse of a country.

Admission is $5 or $3 for senior
citizens. For advanced ticket sales,
please call (908) 464-9038.

Third Annual Taste of Westfield
Benefited �First Night� Plans

God�s Country   At
WHS to Explore

Motivation Behind
Hate Groups

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Drama Department will present
God’s Country by Steven Dietz on
Thursday, November 16, at 3:30 p.m.
and Friday and Saturday, November 17
and 18, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield High
School auditorium located at 550 Dorian
Road in Westfield.

This production has a cast of 36
students with a stage crew of 15.

God’s Country is a docudrama based
on the murder of Colorado radio talk
show host Alan Berg who was mur-
dered in 1985 because he was consid-
ered to be “too liberal and too Jewish.”
The play is structured around the actual
transcripts from the court trial of mem-
bers of The Order, a white suprema-
cists group accused of Berg’s murder.

Interspersed throughout the court
trial are scenes showing how racist and
bigoted groups organize and carry out
their missions of hate. The play ques-
tions why people join these groups
and how they learn to hate. Dietz
provides some answers to this ques-
tion.

The ensemble production has 36
actors under the direction of Joseph
Nierle, Drama Teacher and Director.
Music and slide projections are also
used to enhance the message of the
play.

The rehearsal sessions have included
discussions and research helmed by
English teacher Kim Gosen-Fowler.
She has provided the students with a
real look into how hate groups func-
tion and has stirred major discussions
among the cast members and crews.

Tickets are $6 and will be available
at the door the days of the perfor-
mance.

WESTFIELD – Local restaurants
joined at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield on Sunday, October 29
for the third annual Taste of
Westfield, to help raise funds for
the town’s fifth annual First Night
Westfield, a celebration of arts held
on New Year’s Eve.

Entertainment was of fered
throughout the evening by accor-
dionist and pianist Carolyn Klinger-
Kueter and harpist Tom Lyman.
Decorations were donated by
ShopRite of Clark, Parker Green-
houses of Scotch Plains, Tom the
Green Grocer, Williams Nursery of
Westfield, Amberg Perennial Farm
& Garden, King’s Supermarket of
Garwood and the Rake & Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield.

Door prizes were donated by
Karen Sadick of Chelsea Enter-
prises.

Raffle prizes of all sorts were
donated by Acquaviva, Anthology,
BG Fields, Bunches, Buono Pizza,
Big Sky Bread Company, The Brick
Oven, CBL Fine Art, Drug Fair,
Edwards, Galata’s Restaurant,
Irma’s Hallmark, Jolley Trolley,
Mother & Baby, The Papery, Peri-
winkles and Salon Salon. Drug Fair
and CVS provided all of the paper
products for the event. Dominos

Pizza provided pies for “Kids Night
Out,” held at the Westfield Y.

Somd of the dishes offered in-
cluded chicken sauteed with arti-
choke and potato, chicken marsala,
California roll and tuna roll, pump-
kin soup, beef chow fun, General
Tao chicken, filet of beef on me-
dallions of toast, veal in red wine
sauce topped with fried shredded
leaks, finger sandwiches, gourmet
cheeses and crackers, fresh moz-
zarella, and sundried tomato
crostini and homemade chocolates,
cookies and cakes for dessert.

Wine was provided by the Gar-
den State Wine Club, soft drinks by
Pepsi and gourmet coffee by Ahrre.

Participating restaurants and ven-
dors included A.J.’s Specialty Foods,
Clyne & Murphy, Brummers, My
Town Bakery, Jade Garden, Jade
Isle, Classic Thyme, Cosimos,
Ferraros, Chez Catherine, Novita,
Duke’s Deli, Vicki’s Diner, Elm
Street Café, Baja Grill, Antonio
Mozzarella Factory, Inc., Cubex,
Panera Bread, Trader Joe’s and
Kotubuki.

Temple Emanu-El was graciously
donated for the event.

well to David Wroe, whose precise
passionate and sensitive interpreta-
tive skills where provided through
this piece, a perfect forum to excel.

One only needs to attend a con-
cert where Maestro Wroe is con-
ducting in order to experience the
electricity which he impresses upon
his audience.

Switching gears, Guest soloist Paul
Edmund-Davies and the orchestra
offered a beautiful and solid inter-
pretation of Mozart’s Concerto for
Flute and Orchestra.

Edmund-Davies has an illustri-
ous as both an orchestral musician
and soloist. He was appointed Prin-
cipal flute of the London Symphony
Orchestra in 1987 and has appeared
as guest soloist with the Academy
of St. Martin in the Fields. Edmund-
Davies also serves as a Professor of
Flute at the Guildhall School of
Music and has edited several books
of music.

The Mozart performance was solid
and the switch in genre styles was
handled believably by the orches-
tra. Acoustically, the solo flute came
across warmly and clearly in the
church. First and third movements
of the somewhat demanding and
regimented style saw some sparse
playing the upper violin sections.

Cello and bass sections on the
other hand, produced a full sound,
both in tone and volume. Solo flute
produced beautiful and accurate
tone. The one and a half hours
before the first intermission were
absolute musical excellence. This
was extra time well spent with the
orchestra — especially since the
orchestra performs but a mere six
times per season.

The finale, the formidable
Beethoven 6 was handled with even
more finesse. To start, vigorous and
appropriate tempos are always a
hallmark of Wroe. String Bass sound
and volume was particularly excel-
lent. Bass could be felt in the seats
of the balcony of the church. How
exciting.

Vincent Carano, your section is
excellent.

The sounds of nature, prevalent
throughout the work but particu-
larly felt in the second movement
were totally believable. Gracefully
flute work from Principal Sato
Moughalian was charming. Oboe
and clarinet dialogue was well per-
formed as well.

The vigorous 6/8 melody of the
third movement was compelling.
Wroe wreaked his storm section in
decent form. But the deliberate
holding back his brass was unnec-
essary. They, and the timpani, may
have overpowered the strings, but
so what.

It’s a storm. I think that the audi-
ence could have taken it —as well
as the foundation of the church —
which was no doubt built by just as
hearty Scottish stock.

The fourth movement opens with
main themes carried by the French
horn section. Excellent solo work
from 1st horn, while 2nd horn not
pushing phrases totally through at
times. Somewhat distracting. Some
musical sections also contained up-
per string intonation infelicities.
Cello section and bassoon excelled
however on musical interpretation
of this final movement. Overall, a
memorable performance of
Beethoven’s Nature Symphony.

Guest concertgoer Benedikt Fohr
of Camerata Salzburg in Austria,
the touring ensemble who has been
currently hosting Joshua Bell in
several metropolitan recent New
York City engagements was in at-
tendance commented on the “ex-
cellent interpretation and presenta-
tion” of Wroe’s Beethoven 6.

How great are the musical arts in
Westfield?  Let us count the ways: 1.)
musical passion 2.) musical excel-
lence 3.) a director extraordinare 4.)
dedicated and serious supporters.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra could easily give the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra a run for their
money on any given day.

Fanwood Arts Committee to Host
�Visual Poems: A Painted Journey� Today
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Cul-

tural Arts Committee has an-
nounced that the opening event of
its 2000-2001 season will be held
on today, November 16, at 8 p.m.
in the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center on Watson Road. A
presentation by Plainfield artist
Maria Mijares is slated.

Ms. Mijares, whose contempo-
rary realist paintings have been
internationally acclaimed, will
present “Visual Poems, A Painted
Journey.” This visual autobiogra-
phy is a painted “travelogue” of
the artist’s 25-year trajectory, of-
fering a look into the scenes and
sounds that have inspired her
work.

The program will take viewers
from the artist’s home, up the

Garden State Parkway, on to Paris
and Spain, back to Newark’s Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
and, finally, to the present public
art murals.

Ms. Mijares has been selected to
create street level murals for Union
City’s future Bergenline Avenue
Plaza in the NJ Transit Hudson-
Bergen Light Rail System.

Among other honors and
awards, she has received two Paint-
ing Fellowships from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, a
Union County Cultural & Heritage
Painting Grant, two HEART Grants
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, and a Rutgers
Printmaking Grant.

She has exhibited across the
country in museum and university

galleries, including Marymount
Manhattan College, New York Uni-
versity, and Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Her paintings are in-
cluded in the collections of New
Jersey Senator John Lynch, the
Archbishop of Newark Theodore
McCarrick, the Museo Municipal
de Bellas Artes in Santander, Spain,
and in the estate collections of
New York Cardinal John O’Connor
and Rick Danko of “The Band.”

“A Painted Journey” is a visual
celebration with accompanying
words and music that provide an
expansive, yet personal perspec-
tive on the art life. The public is
invited to attend. Admission is free.

For more information, please
call the Committee Director at (908)
889-7223.
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�Let Chef Michael Cook for You!�

1199 Raritan Rd, Clark
Corner of Central Avenue

732-396-3700
Visit us on the web www.tarantellas.com

Tarantella's Restaurant in
Clark creates Italian
dishes that are just the
way your mother would
cook them �with old world
style, fresh, with the finest
herbs and ingredients and
robust with authentic Ital-
ian flavor. And there's of-
ten a line at the door or a
list of reservations to
prove the restaurant's
popularity.

--Michelle H. LePoidevin
The Westfield Leader

All orders are prepared with
fresh ingredients

We prepare large orders for
large eaters and small orders
for small eaters.

Daily Specials
Children�s Menu Available

Take-Out Orders Available

Let Us Cater Your Next Function

Full Bar


