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See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

CERTIFIED IN CHILD SAFETY...Jill Harris of Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal in Mountainside recently completed the national Highway Traffic Safety
Standardized Child Passenger Safety training course sponsored by the New
Jersey Automobile Club Foundation for Safety and Education and the New
Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. Pictured, left to right, are: Ed
O’Connor, New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety; Jennifer Schneider,
AAA New Jersey Automobile Club; Dan Shine, Division of Highway Traffic
Safety, and Ms. Harris.

News Highlights

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

Sat, Dec.  9th, 16th & 23th � 9am to 3pm
Special Sale Time on

December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria Sale

NOTE: We encourage all to participate in the DECA’s TOYS
for TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off

when you pick up your luminaries.

Fanwood Board OKs
Deadline Extension

For Chelsea Complex
By BRIAN JOHNSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Planning Board recently approved a
one-year extension on a two-year
planning deadline that had been
granted to The Chelsea at Fanwood,
an assisted living facility located at
295 South Avenue.

Attorney Brian Burns, of Burns
and Schaffer in Florham Park, who
represented The Chelsea, told the
board at its October 25 meeting that
additional time was needed to carry
out the financial arrangement for the
planned expansion of the facility.

Plans are in order to fill an existing
vacant lot adjacent to the current
building with a senior apartment
complex, which will differ from the
existing facility that is staffed full-
time with professional nurse person-
nel.

The initial time frame granted for
construction was presented to the
owners in 1998 and was set to expire
today, Thursday, November 16.

Mr. Burns expressed his “optimism
for the project” and said negotiations
with the lender to finance construc-
tion of the new complex were in
progress.

During the hearing, board mem-
bers cited their concerns regarding
maintenance of the currently vacant
lot, which contains an overgrown
landscape. Mr. Burns noted that a
clean-up of the space would be car-
ried through immediately.

The board concluded its hearing,
at which there was no public testi-
mony, by granting The Chelsea its
additional one-year time allotment.

Under other business that night,
the board gave Gary Strassberg, pro-
prietor of the Exxon service station
at South Avenue and Terrill Road,
the green light for a car and truck
rental service on his property.

The decision concluded a hearing
on the appeal which began Septem-
ber 27, at which time board members
expressed their collective disapproval
of certain aspects of Mr. Strassberg’s
proposal.

Since then, the applicant made
considerable changes from his origi-
nal plan, which had called for off-
site, portable signs advertising the
rental service, as well as a large
Hertz rental sign to be attached to an
existing free-standing sign on the
property.

The changes were also made in
response to the Fanwood Borough

Limitation Code, which prohibits a
business owner from placing an ad-
vertisement sign within 500 feet of
another business property.

Mr. Strassberg was represented that
evening by his attorney, George
Schonwald, who presented the board
with consent letters from Exxon to
permit rentals of four Pensce com-
pany trucks and four Hertz company
cars on his property.

He presented the revised plan for
advertising the car and truck rental
service, proposing that only one small
Pensce sign and one small Hertz sign
would be displayed in Mr.
Strassberg’s office window.

In addition, the proprietor con-
firmed that he would remove his
propane tank service, saying he was
misled by the Exxon company con-
cerning whether he was legally au-
thorized to offer this service on his
property.

The board noted on September 27
that there was no legal documenta-
tion allowing the sale of propane at
Mr. Strassberg’s Exxon station.

Edward E. Fairfield Jr., a represen-
tative of Bowling Engineering, pre-
sented the board with the newly-
revised site plan. He remarked that
the project would cause no parking
obstructions.

In unanimously approving Mr.
Strassberg’s petition, the board cited
“the proper use of property in town”
and Mr. Strassberg’s intention to pro-
vide a needed rental service to cus-
tomers while their automobiles are
being repaired.

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield along
with the Learning Express Company
in Clark will hold a fund-raiser on
Tuesday, November 21 between the
hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and from
6 to 8 p.m.

Located in the ShopRite Shopping
Center, 68 Central Avenue Clark,
Learning Express carries education
and non-aggressive toys. Persons
identifying themselves as a “Friend”
will receive a 10 percent discount on
their purchases.

Ten percent of proceeds will go to
the Friends of Mindowaskin, a non-
profit organization founded in the
early 1990s to revitalize the park.
Anyone who has worked to cleanup
or donated funds towards park im-
provements over the years is consid-
ered a “friend” as are Friends of
Mindowaskin board members.

The Friends are looking to raise
$50,000 towards the renovation of
the concrete overlook at the park.

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Senate Majority Office has launched
its own Web site, www.senatenj.com.

“With the Web site, New Jersey
residents will have the ability to ac-
cess information regarding impor-
tant issues, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week,” said State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco (R-
22nd), a Scotch Plains resident.

The page will include major legis-
lative initiatives on which the Senate
Majority, the Republican Party, is
working as well as links to legisla-
tors’ district offices.

Gavel-to-gavel television cover-
age of all Senate voting sessions and
major committee meetings has been

available since 1996.

*  *  *  *  *
ELIZABETH — Union County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
the continuation of a public service
program to provide free red and blue
identification cards to all Union County
veterans. The cards include the
veteran’s name, location of recorded
document and date of recording.

Ms. Rajoppi indicated that proof
of service is “critical for veterans to
receive the additional property tax
rebate which went into effect this
year as well as educational, license
and death benefits.”

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — Governor Chris-

tine Todd Whitman has called the
state Legislature to see a package of
campaign finance bills enacted by
the end the year in time for the 2001
governor’s race.

In her proposed bill, Governor
Whitman has said candidates would
be required to release his or her in-
come tax returns when spending over
threshold of $1 million in state-wide
campaigns.

The Governor’s proposal would
also demand disclosure from advo-
cacy groups that buy free ads attack-
ing a candidate without revealing
their identity. Also these groups or
individuals would have to release
their identities and that of its donors.

She also proposed legislation re-
quiring that the state only match in-
state contributions so taxpayers don’t
have to subsidize campaign contribu-
tions from other parts of the country.

The final part of her proposal would
require candidates, that opt not to ac-
cept public financing, to report that
fact to the Federal Election Commis-
sion (FEC) after reaching a to be estab-
lished spending level. At this point the
FEC would then increase the spending
cap to that of their opponents.

*  *  *  *  *
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders has announced that the
Bureau of Telecommunications is pur-
chasing new electronic equipment called
the “Compact Repeater” to assist mu-
nicipal police and fire departments.

The equipment can be used in the
event of a power failure or some sort
of disasters.

“Radio communications for any
public safety agency is critical and it
must be functional at all times,” said
Freeholder Linda d. Stender of
Fanwood, liaison to the Emergency
Management Council of Union County.

The Compact Reader will be in-
stalled in the county’s mobile com-
munications unit, a self-sustaining
vehicle with an on-board generator.

Volunteer Guild to Sponsor
Toy Sale Nov. 30 at Runnells
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Vol-

unteer Guild of Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County will
sponsor a toy sale on Thursday, No-
vember 30, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Multi-purpose Room of the facil-
ity, located at 40 Watchung Way in
Berkeley Heights.

The sale will feature educational
toys, cartoon character clocks, die
cast cars and assorted battery-oper-
ated toys, including singing bears.

“The public is always invited to
attend our vendor sales, free of charge,
thanks to the efforts of the Volunteer
Guild,” said Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, Liaison to the hospital’s
Advisory Board of Managers.

“All the income the Guild receives
from vendor sales is used to purchase
items for our residents and patients,
such as televisions, VCRs and prizes
for the bingo games. The Volunteer
Guild also sponsors a Christmas
party/gift distribution and a summer
picnic each year, in cooperation with
the Berkeley Heights Lions Club,”
she added.

The Volunteer Guild and the Of-
fice of Volunteer Services are inter-
ested in recruiting new volunteers.
Flexible hours and various opportu-
nities exist with resident contact, as
well as other tasks. For further infor-
mation, please call the Office of Vol-
unteer Services at (908) 771-5847.

Thank You Veterans

The Veterans Day
Dinner Dance was a

great success.
Congratulations from

your friends at
The Westfield Leader

and
The Times
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• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• OIL TO GAS CONVERSIONS OUR SPECIALTY
• OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/00

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

LEFTOVER
AIR CONDITIONER

UNITS ALSO
ON SALE!

Plus...GET UP TO $1070
IN REBATES!*

BIG SAVINGS NOW!

PRE-SEASON

HEATING SALE

NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!


