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Pre-Election Musings And Post Election
Results Cap Months of Anticipation

Everyone is numb from the historic barrage of
political ads, talk shows, vacillating polls, newspa-
per articles analyzing “what if,” phone messages
from Senators and First Ladies, and scores of direct
mail pieces. This campaign discovered e-mail, the
Internet and automated faxes too. Faxes from cam-
paigners consumed a record amount paper for us,
although we did reuse much of it on the other side.

On election eve, the mood of local, county and
state Democratic leaders seems pensive - leading
one to believe that they think things could go
wrong.

Jon Corzine’s money does not seem to be creating
the easy, grand coup he hoped for.

Republican leaders seem cautiously upbeat. For
some reason, Democratic fundraisers and rallies
seemed sparsely attended. Republican fundraisers
and rallies seemed well attended. But, no one
knows who will win.

To illustrate the point, this forecast of the results
was written on November 6 prior to the election. We
mustered all of our thoughts and intuition - then, we
guessed. How this relates to reality is probably
amusing.

We predict that voter turnout will be moderate in
New Jersey - but, exceeding that of the previous
Presidential election. As a general notion, it’s safe
to predict that most incumbents will be re-elected.
The Presidential race will go to George W. Bush in
a “squeaker,” decided late in the night. Al Gore will
win in New Jersey by eight points, and Hillary
Clinton will win in New York by four points.
Republicans will hold on to narrow control of the
House of Representatives and of the U.S. Senate.

The New Jersey ballot question for the Transpor-
tation Trust Fund will fail. The ballot question for
expanding public notification of sex offenders will
pass.

Mr. Corzine will win a close contest for U.S.
Senate against Bob Franks by about three points.
Congressman Franks’ showing in Union County
and in the Seventh Congressional District will be
strong, and this will influence the outcome of other
races there. As a result, Michael A. Ferguson will
defeat Maryanne S. Connelly for Congress in the
area by three percentage points.

We’re most sure of projecting that Joanne Rajoppi
will win the Union County Clerk election. Incum-
bent Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, a Democrat

will be the leading vote getter for Freeholder in the
race for three seats on the nine-seat Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Wally K. Shackell, Jr. will be
the leading vote getter on the Republican line for
Freeholder, but we think he will fall just short of
reaching the bottom edge of the Democratic ticket
because of the substantial Democratic Party regis-
tration advantage.

Westfield Republican First Ward Councilman
Gregory McDermott (R) of the first Ward will be
elected as Mayor of Westfield. The strength of his
showing will drag voters and lead to the upset of
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury, a Democrat, in the
first Ward. Republican Rafael Betancourt will en-
joy the benefits of superior Republican Party regis-
tration and prevail by winning in Westfield’s Sec-
ond Ward. Democratic Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz will be elected for the first time in the
Third Ward. Veteran Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman will win re-election in the fourth Ward.

Republican Martin L. Marks will become the first
elected Mayor of Scotch Plains, winning by a
healthy margin. His running mate for Township
Council, Paulette Coronato will also win. Fanwood
Borough results will be split with both incumbents
winning - Joel Whitaker, a Republican (R), and
Democrat Cynthia Swindlehurst.

Mountainside will see both Republicans elected
to the Borough Council - incumbent Thomas Perotta
and newcomer William Lane. Both are Republi-
cans.

Well, this is our best guess on election eve. You
know how things actually turned out.

In New Jersey, it’s not about the election this year,
but it’s about the ones that are coming up - the race
for Governor, State Senate and State Assembly next
year. In our area, major political shifts are going on.
State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco, a
Republican from Scotch Plains, is already taking on
Woodbridge Mayor James McGreevey, a Demo-
crat, for Governor. Mr. DiFrancesco must shake
Jersey City Mayor and native Westfielder, Bret
Shundler. Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield is aligned to seek Mr. DiFrancesco’s
Senate seat. There are a host of candidates lined up
to seek Mr. Bagger’s Assembly seat. We won’t even
begin to guess about all the things that will happen
in these races next year - other than to say it will be
dynamic.

Open Space Initiatives Should Prevail
Over Differences in Details in Township

In the weeks leading up to the mayoral election,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks’ opponent,
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel, found another
issue on which they disagreed: how best to preserve
the open space that remains in Scotch Plains. They
already disagreed on local property taxes and who
was more in favor of open government.

We find merit and good intentions in the thinking
of both Mr. Marks and Mrs. Samuel on open space
initiatives in Scotch Plains. But with the public
clamor for more parks and ball fields, we think that
it makes sense for the emphasis to be in this
direction. The township should add as much viable
parkland to the map first before designating prop-
erties as untouchable lots.

Early last month, Mr. Marks proposed his idea for
creating a new conservation zone in Scotch Plains
that would, he explained, designate certain town-
ship-owned tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any sort — be it residential or
commercial or even the development of a new park.

“It would be left in its pristine state,” the Mayor
said of prospective properties that would be zoned
as “C-Conservation.” This is a good idea, as the
township government would be telling builders, in
effect, “Sorry, not here,” through the use of the new
zone. But, does it unnecessarily restrict parkland
development?

The Mayor introduced the ordinance establishing
the conservation zone at the Township Council’s
October 24 meeting. The public hearing, and the
vote, is set for the governing body’s next meeting
on Tuesday, November 21.

Mrs. Samuel appeared to back the Mayor’s pro-
posal, even saying as much at their first debate in
mid-October. Two weeks later, however, at the
council’s final meeting before the election, she
decided the Mayor’s conservation zone idea was
“nothing but political grandstanding” and urged
that discussion of the matter be put off until after
the election. While formal discussion of the pro-
posal will, indeed, not occur until after the election,
the fact is the ordinance was introduced before the
election, setting the clock in motion for the public

hearing later this month.
Mr. Marks’ ordinance calls for a piece of property

on Hunter Avenue to be the first to be zoned as “C-
Conservation.” Mrs. Samuel, at the October 24
meeting, attempted to introduce an alternative ordi-
nance calling for that same property to be re-
designated from R-3A, a residential zone, to P, a
public zone. This would permit the township, which
owns the land, to then be able to decide, based on
public input, what to do with the Hunter Avenue
property.

Mrs. Samuel suggested that, perhaps, a pocket
park would be a good fit. On the face of it, Mrs.
Samuel’s idea is a good concept as well.

Scotch Plains is in need of additional ballfields
and parks. The future of the Ashbrook Park devel-
opment is unclear, and the conversion of the former
zoo property into a passive park won’t solve the
problem. Small, passive parks located within resi-
dential neighborhoods will provide convenient spots
for neighbors to meet, talk, bring their young chil-
dren or just relax. Mrs. Samuel’s ordinance was
never formally introduced, for lack of a seconding
motion, although Mayor Marks promised to dis-
cuss it further at the council’s agenda meeting last
night.

It’s too bad the conservation zone idea wasn’t
more fully discussed — among council members,
with the township’s Environmental Commission,
and with the public — prior to its introduction last
month. And it’s too bad Mrs. Samuel waited until so
late to state her opposition and put forth her plan.
Had she done so earlier, perhaps an informal airing
of views by the public could at least have been held
before any ordinance was formally introduced, thus
saving the issue of open space from being politi-
cized.

Now that the election is over, it’s our hope that the
Township Council fully considers everyone’s views
on this issue. The governing body has effectively
worked together, on a bipartisan basis, on open
space matters in recent years. We encourage the
council to continue this spirit in putting forth the
best open space programs.

Letters to the Editor

Signs, Signs, Everywhere
A Sign Says Fanwood Resident

The Cannonball House is a wonderful
revolution era museum located in down-
town Scotch Plains. Fortunately for them
they are centrally located near the mu-
nicipal building on Front Street.

The sign on the front of their building
helps visitors know they have arrived.
The Cannonball House is unfortunately
also the latest group to join the newest
fad in our area: Placing signs on our
roadways that direct you to their loca-
tion.

The fad started with the many town-
ships placing cute, usually wooden signs
indicating you have either entered or are
about to leave their township. These
signs were apparently not well received
by state authorities, however, so they
placed additional signs along all state
highways indicating the same thing.

Their signs were not so cute, though,
being of the plain green and white metal
variety. Police departments were quick
to follow. While I can see the need, in an
emergency, for signs directing you to
police headquarters, and in fact spon-
sored one in Fanwood several years ago,
why do we need one almost every two
blocks?

Some of the signs are just plain silly.
Along most of the main drags you can
locate signs that point you to the John H.
Stamler Police Academy on Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains. Now, most of the people
who want to go there, a very small
minority of the population, are police
officers from various townships and cit-
ies in our area.

Couldn’t they just call for directions?
We also have signs directing us to the
Union County golf courses. I personally
play golf in Morris and Monmouth Coun-
ties because it is almost impossible to
get tee times during peak playing times
in Union County.

I have to make the assumption that the
people who did get tee times can find
their way to the golf course on which
they want to play!

But the signs I find the silliest of them
all, which happen to be the largest and
most cryptic as well, have to be the
Fanwood Library signs. Picture this, you

are a Fanwood resident, driving in
Fanwood, which means you cannot be
more than a half mile from the library,
when you have a reading emergency.
Thank goodness, there is a huge sign
right there with a drawing of a person
reading a book to lead you to the Fanwood
Memorial Library and save your day.

Many of the traffic signs are dupli-
cated and triplicated. We have new day
glow green pedestrian signs, signs that
are in the middle of the street telling us
to stop for pedestrians, two or some-
times three signs to direct us into the
proper lanes at traffic signals even though
the lanes themselves are clearly marked,
signs only 100 feet  from a traffic signal
telling us there is a traffic signal ahead,
etc. Some traffic signs are mounted be-
hind other signs making them impos-
sible to read. Lets face it, there are now
so many traffic signs that we ignore
them half the time as they fade into the
ever growing background of signs along
our roadways.

While many of the signs serve legiti-
mate purposes and add to the safety of
the pedestrian and motoring public,
surely we have gone overboard. In a
world so concerned with pollution why
not add one more to the mix. We must do
something about sign pollution.

Brian L. Bantz
Fanwood

Letters to
the Editor

Alertness of Parents, Help of Police
Helped Save Lives of Mtsd. Children
I would like to take a few minutes and

discuss a topic, which most people take
for granted and treat as an everyday
occurrence until that one incident stirs
the pot and has everyone thinking.
“School Buses and Our Children’s
Safety!”

I think the average person has been
made aware of the built in safety aspects
that have gone into many school buses
across the country and the laws that were
enacted to protect our children as they
either enter or leave a school bus. But
what about the human element who has
the responsibility to safely govern that
means of transport as well as safeguard
the well being of our most precious
commodity: “Our Children!”

Are there enough laws or are there
enough bus company guidelines and pro-
cedures in place that protect the rights of
our children during the critical time when
they are out of our care and custody and
placed in the care and custody of a bus
driver? In the realm of the entire picture,
a school bus driver has a tremendous
responsibility.

This level of responsibility has to deal
with all aspects of the road, whether it be
road hazards, road ability of that particu-
lar vehicle, weather conditions, other
vehicle traffic and of course, the built in
factor of distraction that comes with a
bus load of children. So are our children
safe when it comes to that outside factor
transporting them from point A to point
B? When an incident happens just once

and our children’s lives are placed in
jeopardy, the answer is an obvious and
emphatic, NO!

On Thursday, October 19, my daugh-
ter went on a school trip to the Bronx Zoo
with her first grade class. During the trip
back to the Deerfield Middle School,
one of the bus drivers apparently fell
asleep behind the wheel, which then
caused the bus to start drifting into the
next lane and into the path of a truck.

Each bus had its fair share of chaper-
ons and teachers, as is standard practice
on a school trip. Mrs. Carol Worswick,
who was one of the chaperons on this
particular bus and a mother of one of the
first graders, noticed the bus drifting,
and noticed that the driver had fallen
asleep and immediately attempted to
wake the driver.

After violently shaking the driver,
Mrs. Worswick was finally able to wake
the driver. The most amazing thing hap-
pened next, whereby the driver refused
her pleas to pull over to the side of the
road. Through the efforts of the first
grade teacher, Mrs. Garcia, she was fi-
nally able to convince the driver to pull
over to the side of the road, and because
of the valiant efforts and determination
of these two women, the potential for a
major catastrophe was thus eliminated
and under control.

From what was related to me, Mrs.
Worswick and Mrs. Garcia remained
calm throughout this ordeal and acted in
the best interest concerning the safety of
everyone on board that bus, including
the bus driver.

Our most sincere thanks and appre-
ciation should also go out to first grade
teachers, Mrs. Kissenberth and Mrs.
Schwingel as well as the parents and
chaperons, Mrs. Maureen Gonese, Mrs.
Sue Wells, Mrs. Sue Boyle, Mrs. Kelly
Allison, Mrs. Robin Hoy and Mrs. Denise
Preston who, through their sense of lead-
ership, were able to regain a sense of
order and comfort those children who
were clearly in distress.

It is equally important to thank Ser-
geant Scott Worswick, the liaison be-
tween the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment and the Deerfield Middle School.
In essence, Sergeant Worswick provided
the necessary instructions to Mrs. Garcia
on how to safely get the bus driver to pull
off to the side of the road.

Also, Sergeant Worswick’s presence
when the bus stopped at the Meadow-
lands was deeply appreciated. I know
my daughter was happy to know that he
was there. His calmness during a tense
situation is a sign of his true character.
All of these people put their character to
a test and undoubtedly were responsible
for saving the lives of many! Please
accept my sincerest thank you as a par-
ent and on behalf of all our children!

Anthony Barbera
Mountainside

Bank’s  Contributions Recognized
By Friends of Scotch Plains Library

Westfield Reader Favors
Referendum for Deck

I agree with Raymond Stone’s letter
questioning the wisdom of building a
parking deck in downtown Westfield.
We all appreciate the wonderful stores
in town, but that doesn’t mean we are
obliged to underwrite a multi-million
parking edifice to improve their busi-
nesses and pay their sky high rents.

Yes, these are good times and some-
times shoppers search for spaces. But
that will change as it always does, and
we’ll be staring at an big, empty and
expensive parking deck blocking our
small town sky.

Surely, a decision such as this would
not be made without the consent of the
townspeople via public referendum.

Philip Cara
Westfield

On behalf of the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library, I would
like to publicly thank the manage-
ment and staff of the Valley National
Bank for its generous year-long sup-
port of the library.

In this, the library’s 200th anniver-
sary year, the Scotch Plains branch
of the Valley National Bank has sup-
ported our bicentennial by contribut-
ing $5,000 worth of books for the
children’s library. Since our library,
like all public institutions, depends
on public funds, the budget for book
purchases has always been meager.

Salaries need to be paid, the prop-
erty needs to be maintained, and the
new technology incorporated into
the library’s daily functions does not
come cheap. And with the cost of
books as high as it is, and children’s
books in particular, taking especially
harsh treatment, replacing them and
adding to our collection becomes a
luxury.

Not only has the bank and its staff

made a substantial monetary contri-
bution, but they went out of their way
to publicize this effort, which not
only brings credit to them, but gains
a little extra focus on our library and
the many community services it pro-
vides. In addition, we saw their staff
collecting bookplate signatures for
some of these books at the recent
“Scotch Plains Day.” This is indeed a
major commitment on their part!
They are a welcome member of our
community.

“Friends of the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library” was started a few years
ago to help promote and fund, when
possible, some badly needed projects.
The meager successes of our small
group cannot begin to match the
generosity of the Valley National
Bank. We hope they will accept not
only our thanks, but our invitation to
be “honorary” Friends of the Scotch
Plains Library.

Ted Czarnomski
President

Bush League
In a previous essay, the origin of

Ivy League was reviewed. Bush
League and Ivy League are a league
(483 kilometers) apart as a thorough
beating of the bushes will reveal.

According to “A Dictionary of
Slang” by Eric Partridge, bush is an
Australian colloquialism of the 19th
century which referred to the great
Australian wilderness. Go bush! —
and hiding in the bush are from the
20th century and were defined as “an
escape from jail and disappearance
into the outback.” A bush parole was
an escape from prison, and could
definitely cause a person to be bushed,
meaning “tired.”

Bush league is a 20th century U.S.
slang idiom and refers to “a minor
league baseball team that plays in
small towns.” Today bush league can
also be used to describe anything
that is “mediocre or second rate,” or
“small time and amateurish.”

No apology is offered for beating
around these bushes.
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