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“Thank you all for coming. Thanks
for supporting us. And we really
appreciate you sticking by us for the
three years that we have served you
here in the county,” Freeholder
Holmes told supporters at Galloping
Hill Caterers in Union.

“We are going to continue to do
whatever it is that it takes to move
this county forward,” he said.

Republicans had hoped to win seats
on the board this year after coming
within 3,000 votes last year. But,
after seeing the big loss to Demo-
crats in urban areas, Union County
Republican Chairman Ron Frigerio

Democrats Claim Re-election Victories
In County Clerk, Freeholder Races

said freeholder districts are needed
to bring back two-party government
in the county.

Democrats have continued to cite
programs they have developed for
senior citizens, to improve county
parks and spur economic develop-
ment in municipal business districts
while stabilizing the county tax rate,
as the reason for their victories.

While the mood was festive at a
Democratic victory party at Gallop-
ing Hill Caterers in Union, the atmo-
sphere at Republican headquarters at
The Westwood in Garwood was som-
ber.
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Mr. Frigerio, a former Mayor of
Westfield, said, “Overall, I think the
(Republican) party was struck by a
lightning bolt of $70 million,” a ref-
erence to the money Senator-elect
Jon Corzine spent on his campaign,
“and it was very difficult to over-
come those odds.”

“It’s like dejá vu all over again,”
said Mr. Shackell, who ran last year
with Mr. Dill for the board. “Hats off
to the Democrats. They got out their
base.”

*  *  *  *  *
Brian Johnson assisted in prepa-

ration of this story.

‘Welcome Home’: A Motto for Vietnam
Veteran Lieutenant Joe McCourt

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — “In the case
of Vietnam; since there was no home-
coming, there was no welcome back
(and) there was no parade. When
individuals of Vietnam greet each
other (today), they extend their
hand and say ‘welcome home.’”

Those were the words of Scotch
Plains resident Joe McCourt, who
served in Vietnam as an infantry
Lieutenant in 1969-1970.

Mr. McCourt was raised in
Brooklyn, graduated from Man-
hattan College in 1967, enlisted
in the army and went through
Officers Candidate School. In
February 1969, he became a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the infantry.
From there, he went to airborne
training at Fort Bragg, N.C. and
was assigned to the Sixth Special
Forces Group of Green Beret.

In September 1969, he was
shipped off to Vietnam as a pla-
toon leader in the Americal Divi-
sion - 23rd Infantry which was
located at Chu Lai in the northern
part of South Vietnam. Their mis-
sion was search and destroy.

In describing his experience in
Vietnam - “Probably, the word is
challenging,” said Mr. McCourt. “I
was called the older guy at 24 years
of age. There were 30-35 individu-
als. To me, the biggest challenge was
to rise to the occasion and do an
effective job as a leader. Most of the
guys were late teens, early twenties.
So my responsibility was to bring
these individuals into combat and,
more importantly, bring them out of
combat alive.”

On one particular occasion, Mr.
McCourt recalled uncovering a Viet

Cong stronghold. “We captured a
large amount (of enemy soldiers)
along with a large number of civil-
ians.”

“Later on in our operation, we
were ambushed, and we had one

casualty who eventually passed
away,” explained Mr. McCourt.
“Then we continued on our way,
were ambushed again and had two
other casualties. Our fellows were
able to effectively adapt. It was on
the job training.”

Mr. McCourt added, “What I ad-
mired was that they were boys just
out of high school. And when they
came out, they were men.”

While antiwar protests were ram-
pant in the United States, Mr.
McCourt recalled the outlook of his
platoon. “Actually, we were pretty

much oblivious to it. Our objective
was survival. We focused on leaving
the country in one piece.”

Mr. McCourt was awarded the
Combat Infantrymans Badge, Two
Bronze Stars for Valor, Army Com-

mendation Medal, Air Medal and
the Paratroopers Badge.

When he came home from the
service in February 1971, he was
mainstreamed back into society.
He has been in sales and sales
management in high-tech sys-
tems for 25 years.

“I was fortunate. Many veter-
ans had trouble adapting,” said
Mr. McCourt.

He married his wife, Eileen,
in 1974 and bought a house in
Scotch Plains in 1977 where he
presently lives. They have two
daughters: Lauren, who is 20
and a junior at Boston College;
and Karen, who is a junior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Mr. McCord first got involved
with the American Legion Post
in Scotch Plains in 1989 and
jumped into action full force.

“I then joined the VFW and the
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chap-
ter 688,” he explained.

In time, he got more and more
involved and served as the Quarter-
master and Adjudant of the VFW and
the Secretary of the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 688.

In reflection, Mr. McCourt said,
“It was a war of individuals. We
didn’t have the welcome home. We
didn’t, in quotes, win the war. In a
way, it was like the Korean War
which was known as the Forgotten
War.”

Brian Johnson for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEMOCRAT SWEEP...County Freeholders, left to right, Deborah Scanlon, Al Mirabella and Chester Holmes celebrate
their reelection Tuesday at Galloping Hill Caterers in Union.


