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Cougar Girls Reject
Vikings for UCT Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two great teams, two great perfor-
mances, one winner! As far as scores
go, the second-ranked Cranford High
School girls soccer team finally de-
throned fifth-ranked Union Catho-
lic, winner of three-straight UCT, 3-
1, to capture the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) crown at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on November 5. But
the performances of both teams made
them both winners.

The Vikings had defeated the Cou-
gars in the two previous UCT final
meetings and defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood for the title in 1997. This
time, the 19-0 Cougars had the top
seed and the 20-1-2 Vikings pos-
sessed the second seed.

Credit must be given to Katie Sands,
who scored the Cougars’ second and
third goals, not just for her scoring
ability but for her outstanding hustle
and ball control for the entire 80
minutes. Accompanied by her team-
mates, the Cougars arguably played
their finest game all season.

“Cranford is a quality team. We
have nothing to be ashamed of,” said
Viking Head Coach Jim Revel. “They
were in tune to the pass which is
good for this turf. They play a nice
short passing game where we play a
little bit different game.”

Considering the Cougars ruled with
offensive time of possession and had
no less than nine corner kicks, the
Viking defense was spectacular. Also

the omnipresence of senior center
midfielder Jessica Ballweg, with her
brilliant footwork and ominous
breakaway speed, was cause for much
concern to the Cougar defense.

Viking goalie Katie Donnan had
an active evening and made two nice
stops on shots off the foot of Sands.
In the second half, she faced an even

ZOTTI NETS BOTH GOALS, LOWYNS SETS RECORD

Raiders Stymie Crusaders, 2-0;
Win Third UCT in Four Years

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Mike Zotti has a reputation
for scoring, and that is exactly what
he did.

Zotti scored two goals to help sev-
enth-ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(19-1-2) win the Union County Boys
Soccer Tournament on November 5
by defeating the Johnson Crusaders,
2-0, at Kean University in Union. It

was their seventh UCT title, and
third in four years.

Johnson (16-4-2) came into the
game with a plan, to stop Zotti and
try to put one past senior goalie Brad
Lowyns. They were not able to com-
plete either task as the co-captains
carried the Raiders with perfor-
mances to remember.

The game opened quickly with the
first chance coming for senior Cru-
sader Matt Andrews when he was left
open in the box. Luckily, for the
Raiders, the shot sailed high.

“They came out strong in the first
10 minutes, it seemed like no one
wanted to play,” said Zotti.

The first half ended 0-0 and the
underdog Crusaders were hanging
around a little longer than the Raid-
ers expected.

That all ended 6:31 into the 2nd
half when Zotti received a pass from
sophomore Jeff Hensal. He then one
touched it by two defenders and fired
it past sophomore keeper Craig
McCarrick and into the back of the
net for his 22nd goal of the season.

“I have to step it up to the next
level, I’m one of the guys coach
expects to score,” said Zotti.

After the first goal, the Raider
defense did the rest, using a combi-
nation of speed, ball control and the
play of Lowyns to put together a
shutout. With it, Lowyns eclipsed

Pat Acipink’s 1987 SP-F HS record
of 17 shutouts in a season.

Johnson coach Al Czaya said, “Their
defense is strong, no one gets shots off
and when you do they have the best
goalie in the state to stop you.”

Lowyns spent the summer before
last season training with the world
famous Manchester United of En-
gland. He said, “It was the most
incredible experience of my life. The
training they do is nothing like what
you find in America. Playing with
guys like David Beckham and Gary
Neville has raised my game to a

REAVIS RUSHES 109 YARDS, ‘MAC’ PASSES FOR 2 TDS

Blue Devils Rumble to Playoffs;
Ruffle Kardinal Gridmen, 27-6

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Saturday’s 27-6 victory over
Kearny earned the Westfield football
team a trip to the North Jersey Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 playoffs.

That’s the good news. The oppo-
nent in the opening round will be
Elizabeth, the same team that
humbled the Blue Devils 41-6 less

than two weeks ago. The game will
be tomorrow, 7 p.m., at Williams
Field.

“Our kids have a lot of pride. We
will play much better,” WHS coach
Ed Tranchina said.

WHS actually scored first in the
earlier meeting with Elizabeth, and
had two other first-quarter posses-
sions deep in Minuteman territory.

But once Ibriham Halsey broke loose,
it was all over.

Can the Blue Devils rebound?
Don’t forget last winter, when the
WHS swim team lost to Shawnee by
a near-record 62 points in a pre-
Christmas meet, then rebounded to
capture the state championship last
February with a win over Cherry Hill
East (which had ousted Shawnee!).

“We didn’t play very well in that
first (Elizabeth) game,’’ Tranchina
said.

The must-win game against Kearny
started poorly, especially on the heels
of the Elizabeth loss. The Kardinals,
aided by a roughing-the-kicker pen-
alty, drove 56 yards in 13 plays and
reached the WHS 10 before Matt
Daly and Mike Mroz forced a fumble
and Terrance Jenkins recovered at
the five.

The Blue Devils (5-3) then drove
91 yards, with Mroz picking up 26 on
one carry, and Diano Reavis ripping
off runs of 14 and 16 yards. But Ryan
MacDonald was stopped short of a
first down and Kearny held at its
four.

Next, Jim McKeon intercepted a
Kardinal toss at the K-36. On the first
play, MacDonald found Jim Mitchell
wide open and the tight end rumbled
into the end zone for a 36-yard TD.
Andy Lessner converted the PAT.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

‘WILD DOGS’ BARK; SCHILLER PASSES FOR TWO TDS

Versatile Raiders Run Down
Red Raider Gridders, 34-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What are the Raiders going to do
next? That must have been on the
minds of the Newark East Side Red
Raiders’ defensive strategists as five
separate Raiders penetrated the
endzone to give the 6-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
a 34-0 victory in Newark on Novem-
ber 3.

The Raiders amassed 154 yards on
the ground – 133 from back Clifton
Freshwater on 24 carries – and 112 in
the air from junior quarterback Brian
Schiller, who completed 7-11, two

for touchdowns. Freshwater and jun-
ior Ray Williams each ran for a TD
and Andrew Pavoni and Josh
Finklestein each snagged TD recep-
tions. Alertness from Mike Bufardi
on a kickoff, earned another TD.
Senior fullback Gary Cousar had
three receptions for 54 yards and
Steve Williams had two for 46 yards.

The Red Raiders, who have not
won a game all season, fell to 0-9, but
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli
conveyed his concerns. “We weren’t
going to take anybody lightly. Some
teams will get desperate but they
have a good coaching staff and their

kids played very hard.”
Ciccotelli added, “I thought that

we did some nice things that took
them out of the game early but they
did not quit. These types of games
worry a coach in that they may be
taken lightly. But we did not.”

The Raiders’ “Wild Dog” defense
was doggedly stubborn as East Side
could only scratch out a few yards.
Led by Pavoni, Lou Shultz and Cousar
– also the dirtiest “Dogs” on the field
(with respect to uniforms) – the de-
fense swarmed all over the Red Raid-
ers. Pavoni led with 17 tackles but

RAIDERS REPELLED BY COUGARS; WALLDEN WINS

Devil ‘Pac’ Wins 10th-Straight
Union County Girls XC Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was very, very close, but the
Westfield High School girls cross
country team won its 10th-straight
Union County Tournament (UCT)
title, edging a formidable Union team
36-38 at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on November 1. Blue Devil senior
Alexis Anzelone crossed the finish
line first in 19:47 to capture her
second UCT title. The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood girls seized fifth with a
total of 114.

Although Anzelone easily won –
finishing 26 seconds ahead of Farmer
Erin Higgins who took second – the
Blue Devils were in jeopardy. Farm-
ers Christina Morgado (third at 20:24)
and Kristine Jimenez (fourth at 20:25)
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s Alyssa
Sams (fifth at 20:30) and Farmer
Karen O’Shea (sixth at 20:30) fin-
ished before the next Blue Devil,

Rachel Ackerman, who crossed sev-
enth with a time of 20:37.

Ackerman, however, was the leader
of a pack of three Blue Devils, who
did win the next spots. Kyle Legones
crossed eighth at 20:38 and Sarah
Mahran came in ninth at 20:53.

“Union has been coming on all
season,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tom Hornish. “We had an indication
of that in the dual meet. And in the
state sectional meet, they certainly
impressed everybody. Our intention
was to split their number two and
three runners with two of ours and
that didn’t happen.”

What did seem to make the differ-
ence, however, was Blue Devils
Jackie Cusimano and Erin McClellan
finishing 11th and 12th, respectively,
with times of 21:03 and 21:04. Both
times were far ahead of the Farmers’
fifth runner.

“We have more depth,” pointed
out Hornish. “We had six personal
bests. So it wasn’t that our kids did
not rise to the challenge. We ran a
great race but Union ran inspired.”

As to the upcoming group champi-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TWO OF SOCCER’S FINEST…Viking Jessica Ballweg, No. 3, deflects the ball
away from Cougar Katie Sands, No. 6. Both girls had a magnificent game. The
second-ranked Cougars defeated Union Catholic, 3-1, in the UCT Finals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MUSCLING HIS WAY DOWNFIELD…Raider fullback Gary Cousar, No. 5,
became a very hard man for East Side to drag down.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CONVERGING ON THE BALL…Raider Dave Bell, left, converges on the ball
as does a Crusader during the Union County Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
EN ROUTE TO A 41-YARD TD…Blue Devil halfback Terrence Jenkins, No. 5,
heads downfield, eventually sheds several tackles and blasts to a 41-yard TD
against the Kardinals. Westfield defeated Kearny, 27-6, and qualified for the
North Jersey Section 2, Group 4 playoffs.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
RECORD BREAKER…Raider goalie
Brad Lowyns broke a SPF record for
shutouts in a season with 18. Lowyns
also set the SPF career shutout mark.


