
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, November 2, 2000 Page B-1

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Continued on Page B-2

Soup�s On! Fanwood Chef Phyllis
Bavosa Dishes Up Comfort Food to Go

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Retiring from her
interior design business in
Watchung left Phyllis Bavosa with
more spare time on her hands than
she had bargained for. Instead of
retreating to the couch to catch up
on soap operas, Mrs. Bavosa picked

up a pot and
bundles of fresh
ingredients from
her fridge and be-
gan ladling out
servings of soup.
A dash here, some

dicing there and pots
of Beef Barley and Cream

of Butternut Squash started
to take over the Bavosa

kitchen. Even Syd Bavosa, Phyllis’
husband took the title of desig-
nated soup tester.

Suddenly, out of her Fanwood
home, a new business venture
took flight.

“Soups Plus by Phyllis” stemmed
from a love of collecting cook-
books, watching Emeril Lagasse
on the Food Network and, more
importantly, her post-retirement
volunteer work for Mobile Meals
in Westfield – five days per week
for six months.

“Obviously, I enjoy cooking,”
grinned Mrs. Bavosa during an
interview with The Westfield Leader

and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. “Each batch of

soup is truly homemade
so it doesn’t turn out

the same every time.
There is always
room for cre-

ativity,” she said,
add ing that fresh ingredients
found in her refrigerator impul-

sively find their way into the
melting pot.

Mrs. Bavosa,
who filled in for
the Mobile Meals’
cook whenever
needed, still de-
votes her time to
the outreach pro-
gram whenever
possible. While
personally rewarding, Soups Plus
has grown, not only from word of
mouth about town and friends,
but through her work at Mobile
Meals.

The objective behind Soups Plus
goes beyond the desire to create a
successful business, explained Mrs.
Bavosa. And, while soup is known
to many as a comfort food, the 35-
year Fanwood resident considers
the food especially comforting for
those who truly need it. For Mrs.
Bavosa, reaching out to shut-ins,
busy workers without time to make
a homemade meal, older gentle-
men who are alone and even young
and single individuals, takes top
priority.

“Maybe I can make it easier for
someone else,” said Mrs. Bavosa
of her initial interest in starting
Soups Plus.

“I create soups and entrees in
my kitchen for
friends who do not
have time to
cook.” she ex-
plains in her pro-
motional letter.
“Having been in
business for
many years, I
know how difficult it
can be after a long day at work,
to come home and cook a healthy

Carpe Diem Says Patrick Connor;
And While You�re at It,

Seize Life Through A Lens
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – With only 28
years behind him, Westfield pho-
tographer Patrick Connor has lived
lifetimes behind his camera lens
while gleaning wisdom from some
of the most renowned photogra-
phers in the field.

On the top of the world at such
a ripe age, Connor is living out the
dream most only yearn to have
come to fruition – he’s doing what
he loves – photography.

But it wasn’t always that way.
Connor found himself sitting in

an accounting class at the Univer-
sity of Arizona when he said to
himself, “This isn’t what I want to
do.” Thinking back on a child-
hood of admiring the signature
photography in National Geo-
graphic and Time Life, he got up
and left the classroom.

The Philadelphia native who
calls himself “a typical starving
artist” decided instead to take pho-
tography classes at the University’s
prestigious Center for Creative Pho-
tography co-founded in 1975 by
photog giant Ansel Adams.

When he met photo journalist
Inga Morath while studying at the
University of Arizona, Connor
knew that following the career
path to photographic genius was
not a misguided choice. Listening
to her gems of creative wisdom,
he only became further fascinated
and truly inspired.

Connor described another mo-
ment of awakening during his in-
terview with The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Although a professional
black and white photographer was
hired to snap pictures at his sister’s
wedding, Connor himself noticed
a flower girl tilting her head on her
mother’s shoulder.

“She looked up,” recalled Connor
with a spark in his eyes, almost
reliving the moment of when he
raised his lens and captured the
priceless picture. “And then she
simply walked away like a ghost,”
he said.

“That moment was so peaceful
and quiet,” he said. “That is what
I want to do for the rest of my life,”
he told himself that day.

After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Arizona, Connor took an
internship with Swan Stock before
the company was effected by a
corporate merger.

Moving on in his career, re-
nowned and widely-exhibited
photographer Chip Forelli took
Connor under his wing in New
York City, a venture that filled
Connor with such elation. Not
only was he working with a top
professional, he was in the heart
of the most creative city in the
world. All of its hustle and
bustle amazed Connor and
learning from Forelli for nearly
two years was the icing on
the cake.

“He is like my adopted dad in
photography,” reflected Connor,
who credits Forelli with his knowl-
edge of gel lighting, movement
and the emotional facets of picture
taking.

“Patrick’s enthusiasm for pho-
tography will be the key to his
success,” Forelli wrote The Leader
and The Times. “His humor and
honesty will only help him achieve
his goals sooner.”

Although he doesn’t consider
the Big Apple a permanent home,
Connor acknowledged, “You hear
about people swimming with the
big fishes and the sharks and sud-
denly I found myself in the cul-
tural Mecca of New York City in
the middle of Times Square.”

Up until two months ago, Connor
worked with Dave Rossi of Dave
Rossi Photography of Westfield,
learning more about portraiture
than he ever imagined.

A member of the New Jersey
State Forum at the Watchung Arts
Center in Watchung, Connor is
proud to be associated with other
motivational photographers such
as Nancy J. Ori of Berkley Heights
and Michael Creem of Summit.

Connor noted, “Everything I’ve
learned, I’ve learned from those
who have given back to the arts.”

An avid lacrosse enthusiast,
Connor produced a series of pho-
tos capturing the sport which has
been displayed at the National
Lacrosse Hall of Fame in Balti-
more, Md.

“I caught it for what it’s worth —

Picture in Poetry

Arts & Entertainment

the beauty and finesse of the sport,”
he said.

Two years ago, Connor consid-
ered entering a photography con-

test established by American Photo
magazine. However, when his

mother purchased his
prized Hasselblad cam-
era, Connor knew his
time had come to face
the American Photo
competition.

“My mom is my all
time hero,” grinned
Connor. “She taught me
how to survive, keep
pressing, keep surviving
and do what you want
to do.”

“I have nothing to lose
but film,” he told himself
while experimenting with
differing chemicals while
processing his photos and
pushing his talents be-
yond their limits.

After carefully eyeing and inspect-

“Looking Glass River” by Robert Louis Stevenson

Smooth it slides upon its travel,
Here a wimple, there a gleam --
O the clean gravel!
O the smooth stream!

Sailing blossoms, silver fishes,
Paven pools as clear as air --
How the child wishes
To live down there!

We can see our colored faces
Floating on the shaken pool
Down in cool places
Dim and very cool;

Till a wind or water wrinkle,
Dipping marten, plumping trout,
Spreads in a twinkle
And blots all out.

See the rings persue each other;
All below grows black as night,
Just as if mother
Had blown out the light!

Patience children, just a minute --
See the spreading circles die;
The stream and all in it
Will clear by-and-by.

homemade dinner for your fam-
ily.”

Monthly menus are sent to cus-
tomers who call in or e-mail their
orders. The customer is billed at
the end of each month. Catering is
available, as well.

While she concocts soups
that are especially
interesting to
her, Mrs.

Bavosa likes to
keep her fare
seasonal. For
example, she
serves up a Squash Soup for Oc-
tober, Corn & Vegetable Chowder,
Cream of Butternut Squash and
other favorites such as Cream of
Tomato Fennel for the fall months.

Her most prized soup, the Ital-
ian Wedding Soup, boasts small
meatballs, pasta and vegetables.
One quart of most soups will cost
you $8.50, while $16 affords two
quarts per week.

Soups are not made during the
summer months. However, Mrs.
Bavosa keeps Soups Plus running
with entree offerings between va-
cationing at the shore or the spa.
She considers her best entree dish
the spinach pie or the Torte de
spinach.

“It went like wildfire,” she re-
membered.

The mother of two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and Drew
University graduates, Joy and Kim,
Mrs. Bavosa has participate in com-
puter courses at Union County
College where she also took a
food handling class. Oil painting
and watercolors accompany yoga
as some of the cook’s top hobbies.

Her niece from Middletown of-

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Bush/Gore Debates Confirm the Art
Of Great Debate Is Over and Done

When you tell children not to do something,
you pretty much give them an open invitation to
go ahead and do it. Hence, Al Gore and his
defiance of any rules set forth by moderator Jim

Lehrer during the series of politi-
cal debates.

Lehrer repeats the rules. Bush
heeds them. Gore scoffs and
throws a tantrum every time Lehrer
tries to restrict his comments to the time allot-
ted. In the end, Lehrer turns into a welcome mat
for Gore and throws the rules out of the door.

Continued on Page B-2

Ingrid McKinley
 for The Westfield Leader

and The Times

For all A&E
Ideas:

michelle@goleader.com

1 1/2 c. + 2 tbsp. flour 1/2 c. + 2 tbsp. almonds, sliced
1 tbsp. milk 1 tbsp. honey
1 tbsp. active dry yeast 1 1/2 c. milk
2 tbsp. sugar 1/3 c. cornstarch
1 dash salt 1 tbsp. sugar
3/4 c. milk at room temp. 1 beaten egg
3 tbsp. butter & another 3 tbsp. 1 tsp. almond extract
1 tbsp. + 1 1/2 tsp. 1 c. heavy whipping cream
 confectioner’s sugar 1 1/2 tsp. cream of tartar

Combine flour, yeast, 2 tbsp. sugar, salt, 3/4 c.  milk and 3 tbsp. butter. Turn dough out onto lightly
floured surface. Knead until smooth for about 20 minutes. Place in greased bowl and cover. Let dough
rise in a warm place for 1 hr. or until doubled in size. Punch dough down. Roll out to 1/2 inch thickness.
Spread into a greased 8-inch square baking pan. Cover and let dough rise for 30 minutes. Melt 3 tbsp.
butter and confectioner’s sugar in a saucepan. Add almonds and 1 tbsp. milk. Remove from heat and
stir in honey. Spread evenly and carefully onto the dough.Allow dough to continue to rise for 30 more
minutes. Bake at 400 degrees for 25 minutes. Cool on wire rack. Dissolve cornstarch in a little milk.
Combine 1 12/ cups milk, cornstarch, and 1 tbsp. sugar in the top of a double boiler. Heat while stirring
until thickened, about 2-3 minutes  or until thick. Remove from heat and stir in extract. Chill, covered,
in refrigerator for at least 1 hour. Beat whipped cream with the cream of tartar until stiff. Fold into the
chilled pudding. Cut the cooled almond crust bread into 1 1/4 x 2 inch rectangles. Slice each horizontally
into halves. Fill with pudding mixture. Chill and serve cold.

Bee Sting Cake

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Continued on Page B-2
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Arts & EntertainmentJerseyaires to Haunt Audience
With Phantom of the Barbershop
RAHWAY – The Phantom of the

Barbershop, a classic production
performed in light-hearted Bar-
bershop style, will be presented
by the Rahway Valley Jereyaires
chorus chapter of the Society for
the Preservation and Encourage-
ment of Barber Shop Quartet Sing-
ing in America, Inc. (SPEBSQSA)
on their 53rd Annual Harmony
Holiday Show on Saturday, De-
cember 2, at Rahway High School.

Performances will be held at
1:30 and 8 p.m.

The show will feature the
Jerseyaires chorus directed by
Marty Israel, and the 1999
SPEBSQSA International Conven-
tion gold medal winners “FRED,” a
barbershop singing quartet.

FRED has performed for audi-
ences in England, Ireland, Swe-
den, Canada, Hawaii, Los Ange-
les, New Orleans, Pittsburgh, Hol-
land, Mich. and beyond. The en-
semble helps support vocal cur-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-1

Photographer Patrick Connor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-1

Editorial

ing over 50,000 submissions from
photographers, American Photo se-
lected his piece, “Semika” for the
category in which Connor entered.

Hairstylist Dante Blanchard
worked with Connor to seize the

Pretty inane, huh? Kind of
makes you wonder why we even
have these forums. Oh, that’s
right, it’s interesting television.

Of course, I don’t have to tell
you the true purpose of a politi-
cal debate. But just for the record,
the forum serves both candi-
dates as a chance to air their
platforms on the important is-
sues so that the voter can make
an informed decision come vot-
ing time.

Now, back to reality.
The drama between Gore and

Bush supersedes anything we
could witness in one hour of
“ER,” “The West Wing” or “The
Practice.” It even stoops lower
than “The Sopranos.” What we
witness instead are two grown
men exchanging more barbs than
two second graders during re-
cess on an elementary school
playground.

“Did not!” whines one.
“Did too!” retorts the other.
Do voters really enjoy watch-

ing this insanity? My father doesn’t.
He nearly had a heart attack
during work the day of the first
debate (related to work politics,
of course). Sitting in front of the
television, watching the Gore/
Bush verbal boxing match only
raised his blood pressure. Nei-
ther candidate got to “the point”
and it drove him mad. He was a
full shade of maroon before I
jumped off the couch and an-
nounced, “That’s it, we’re chang-
ing the station!”

I’m not a political expert. I
leave that to our Political Editor
Paul Peyton. But, being the ob-
server and critic of all things
entertainment, it is frustrating to
watch the art of a political debate
turning into a meaningless
squabble instead of the civil fo-
rum it was intended to be.

Food for thought before pull-
ing the lever.

HEART Grants Awarded to
Organizations Our Communities
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders re-
cently announced the names of or-
ganizations to receive HEART Grants
for the year 2001.

In Westfield:
• Lenore Davis of the Arbor Cham-

ber Music Society was awarded
$3,000 for four chamber music con-
certs with pre-concert lectures.

• Ann Hoener of the Choral Art
Society received $2,500 for a series
of choral music concerts.

• Cynthia Smith of the Westfield
Community Players received $3,300
for the group’s annual series of
theatrical productions.

• The First Congregational Church
of Westfield received $1,800 for its
“Mid-Day Musicales” series of half-
hour concerts.

• Margaret N. Fontana of Function
Ten was awarded $1,000 for the
production of the season’s four the-

atrical performances.
• Diane Tartaglia of the Washing-

ton Rock Girl Scout Council re-
ceived $1,500 to host “El Dia de los
Ninos” in Elizabeth to celebrate di-
versity through the arts.

In Fanwood:
• Ching H. (Robert) Chang of the

Chinese American Cultural Associa-
tion received $2,000 for perfor-
mances and classes in Chinese and
Western choral music.

In Berkeley Heights:
• Lonny Brice of the Raritan Valley

Chapter, The Links, was awarded
$1,650 for a spring Black History
Melange of the Arts.

�Sugar Beats� to Sweeten
Audiences at JCC in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey will present two
performances of “Sugar Beats” in
concert on Sunday, December 3,
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at Union
Catholic High School, 1600
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Sugar Beats blends a group of
talented children singers with
great adult musicians. The en-
semble, which has recorded pop
favorites from the 1960s to the
1980s, has a unique sound that
appeals to children and their par-
ents.

For more information, please
call Robin Zanoni at (908) 889-
8800, Extension No. 218.

FULLY DRESSED WITH THEIR SMILES...Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield will present Annie Jr. on
Friday and Saturday, November 3 and 4, at 8 p.m. and on Sunday, November 5, at 2 p.m. Admission is $5 for
adults and $4 for students. Tickets will be sold in the school lobby 45 minutes prior to each performance.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Leah Fertig-Cohen, Tara Deiesco; second row, Jim Davy, Elissa Niemiera,
Emily Greenberg, Aaron Greenberg and Allison Siko.

Pastel Portrait Artist Plans
Demonstration with WAA

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association will present its first fall
demonstration meeting in the
Westfield Community Room on
Sunday, November 12, from 2 to 4
p.m. with pastel portrait artist Tim
Gaydos.

A teacher at the Ridgewood Art
Institute, Mr. Gaydos was born
and raised in New York City, at-
tended the University of California
at Berkeley and later the Academia
di Belli Arti di Brera in Milano,
Italy. From 1963 to present, he has
been a fine artist and teacher of
portraiture, living in New Jersey
since 1969.

Mr. Gaydos has held solo and
two/three-person exhibits
throughout the Metropolitan area
and throughout the country. He
is also the recipient of several
impressive awards, including the
Gold Medal of Honor from the
America Watercolor Society An-
nual and a Top Award in the

Pastel Society of America Annu-
als.

Mr. Gaydos maintains member-
ships in the Pastel Society of
America where he was elected
Master Pastelist in 1987, The Na-
tional Society of Painters in Casein
and Acrylics and the New Jersey
Watercolor Society.

North Light Publishers printed
Mr. Gaydos’ “Pastel Interpreta-
tions,” a step-by-step demonstra-
tion in four paintings. Watson-
Guptill published his “Pastel Por-
traits” and Rockport Publishers
printed “The Best of Pastel II.” He
has also appeared in local televi-
sion interviews.

The demonstration with the WAA
will be held at the Westfield Com-
munity Room, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield. The public is in-
vited to attend. The room is handi-
capped accessible.

For more information, please
call (908) 687-2945.

ricula in the schools for future
generations of singers.

Tickets are $18 for reserved seat-
ing, $12 for general admission.
Discounted ticket prices for after-
noon performance are $10 for se-
nior citizens, and $5 for children
under 12 accompanied by an adult.

For reservations or ticket infor-
mation, please visit
www.users.drew.edu/jbazewic/
rvc or call Jack Silverman at (973)
376-8927, Charles De Agazio at
(732) 494-3580. Tickets are also
available at Fanwood Bagel and
Deli, Musical Discount Center in
Garwood, Foodtown in Roselle,
Hynes Jewelry in Cranford, and
City Music Center in Kenilworth.

The Rahway Valley “Jerseyaires”
chapter’s funding has been made
possible in part by the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Com-
mission and the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department
of State.

If it’s happening
in A&E, it’s at:

www.goleader.com

ideal portrait of the model Semika
for the American Photo competi-
tion.

Until Thursday, November 30,
Connor’s photography will be dis-
played at the 6th Annual Juried
Exhibit of the New Jersey Photogra-
phy Forum at the Watchung Arts
Center. On Sunday, November 5, a
reception will be held for the artists.
The exhibition will then travel to the
Childrens Specialized Hospital.

Connor would like to give back
to the arts by offering a photogra-
phy workshop for young, aspiring
photographers. The importance of
capturing such impressionable,
creative minds is so essential to
Connor that he gave his nieces
Fisher-Price cameras.

“Tell me what you see. What is
your vision?” Connor said he would
like to ask young photographers to
propel them into a love for the art.

Currently employed by Land-
mark Communications for Church
Impressions, Connor is looking
toward opening his own photog-
raphy studio in New York City,
possibly with his best friend from
Tucson, Ariz, Joey Quintero.

“We both pushed each other
past our limits,” Connor said of
Quintero, “to get to the top.”

However devoted to his craft which
takes him away from his girlfriend for
extended periods of time, Connor
eagerly anticipates becoming en-
gaged and building a family.

“And, I don’t just want a piece of
the cake,” Connor concluded with
a confident smile, “I want the whole
cake, the flowers and the gels with
my name on top.”

We always welcome
your opinion.

E-mail the A&E Editor at
michelle@goleader.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B-1

Soups Plus
ten joins Mrs. Bavosa in her de-
livering duties. Yet, while the
chef will deliver her flavorful
soups and entrees to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains area, she
may consider expanding deliv-
ery into Westfield. However, she
noted that she prefers to have
customers pick-up the fare once
the order is filled.

To find out more about Soups
Plus, please call (908) 889-1806
or write to 31 Montrose Avenue,
Fanwood or e-mai l
yak67@hotmail.com.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
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Arts & Entertainment
Organ Recital Prepared
At Holy Trinity Church
With F. Allen Artz, 3rd
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Roman Catholic Church will
present an organ recital with F.
Allen Artz, 3rd on Saturday, No-
vember 11, at 8 p.m.

The recital is entitled, “Bach and
His Baroque Buddies” and in-
cludes works by J.S. Bach, Nicolaus
Bruhns, Georg Böhm and Johann
Pachelbel.

Mr. Artz is the Director of Music
and Organist at Our Lady of Sor-
rows in South Orange. He is Artis-
tic Director for “Musica Sacra,” a
monthly series of choral, organ
and other instrumental ensemble
concerts at Our Lady of Sorrows.
Mr. Artz is also Director of Music at
the Far Brook School in Short
Hills.

The public is cordially invited to
attend the recital, which will be
presented free of charge.

MICHAEL CARD TO MAKE ‘THE
PROMISE’…Michael Card’s Christ-
mas album, “The Promise,” is a
musical interpretation of the sights
and sounds of Christmas. Mr. Card
will present a concert with full
orchestra for musicians in the area
on Saturday, December 2, at 7 p.m.
at Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $18 at
the door, and $13 for groups of 10
or more. For more information,
please call (908) 322-9300. “The
Promise” describes Jesus Christ as
the promise fulfilled and exam-
ines the event through the eyes of
those who witnessed it. Mr. Card’s
goal was to revive the story of the
nativity and to “look at it in a fresh
way – to take something so famil-
iar and try to make it a new expe-
rience.” To do so, Mr. Card strives
to capture what each player in the
account must have felt about his
or her role in that world-changing
event.

Visit Van Gogh At Philadelphia Museum
Exhibition With Westfield Art Association

SCOTCH PLAINS – The fall trip
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association to the Philadelphia Mu-
seum of Art’s exhibition, “Van Gogh:
Face to Face” will be held on Tuesday,
November 14.

The exhibition includes several por-
traits by the famous French Impres-
sionist painter with 70 of the artist’s
greatest works ranging from early
character studies in the Netherlands to

his better known portraits from France
and Provence.

The bus will depart from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building Parking Lot
at 8:30 a.m. and return around 5 p.m.
The cost of the trip is $38, which
includes transportation, museum ad-
mission and a ticket to the exhibit.

For reservations or more informa-
tion, please call A. Gibbons at (908)
232-2631.

Union County Artists
 Invited to Open Forum
RAHWAY – Union County vi-

sual artists are invited to partici-
pate in the next session of “Meet
and Talk Art,” an ongoing series of
casual networking evenings for
artists.

This event will be held on No-
vember 8 from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. at
the Arts Guild of Rahway, 1670
Irving Street, Rahway.

The Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, De-
partment of Economic Develop-
ment is sponsoring the evening,
which is partially funded by a
grant from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department
of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts.

This informal gathering will take
place in the Arts Guild’s gallery,
where participants will also be able
to view the current exhibition, “The
Merck 2000 Union County Juried
Art Show.” As an added feature,
artists may opt to bring one or two
examples of their work to show and
discuss in a separate area provided.

Please do not bring slides.
There is a $3 fee for the evening.

Pre-registration is required by No-
vember 3. For more information or
to request an invitation with a
registration form, please contact
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, 07202, (908) 558-
2550. New Jersey Relay Users may
call (800) 852-7899. E-mail is
c coen@un ioncoun tyn j .o rg .
Assistive services are available upon
request.

Authors on Relationships Sets
Signings at Town Book Store

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store of Westfield will be hosting two
author appearances this weekend.

On Saturday, November 4, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wayne L. Misner
will be in the store to promote his
new book, “Men Don’t Listen.”
This self-help book is written for
men and women who have been
frustrated by the male-female rela-
tionships and want guidance with
understanding the opposite sex
and improving communication.

Then from 2 to 4 p.m., Sally
Stoner will be in the store to pro-
mote his  book, “Shared Treasures:
A Journal of Friendship and Fly
Fishing.” Sally Stoner’s 16 stories
are like taking a walk with a friend.
She shares treasures realized dur-
ing her fly fishing trips with Deb
Cox, a talented artist.

Autographed copies may be re-
served for those who cannot attend.
For more information, call The Town
Book Store, (908) 233-3535.

Space Odyssey Will Continue to Mystify Audiences
With Westfield Symphony at November 11 Concert
WESTFIELD – Throughout mu-

sic history, composers of every na-
tionality have been fascinated by
nature and, in turn, by imitating or
portraying nature through music.

In the 19th century, the pragmatic
symphony had no greater docu-
ment than Ludwig van Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 6, the “Pastoral.”

The Westfield Symphony Or-

OPERA SINGERS…Seventh and eighth grade chorus students of Mary Lu
Farrell from Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains have been invited to
appear in a benefit for the New Jersey State Opera on Sunday, November
19, at 3 p.m. in the Victoria Theater at the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center in Newark. The chorus, directed by Ms. Farrell, will perform
selections from the operas Hansel and Gretel, Carmen and Cavalleria
Rusticana. Tickets to the benefit are available by contacting the New
Jersey State Opera.

chestra (WSO) will present this
majestic work on Saturday, No-
vember 11, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield at 8 p.m.

The pre-concert lecture will com-
mence at 7 p.m.

WSO’s Music Director and Con-
ductor David Wroe stated, “To-
ward the finale of the ‘Pastoral,’
the whole universe seems to cel-
ebrate in one of the most majestic
pictures ever painted – a creation
eons beyond portraying any spe-
cific 19th century landscape.”

“Considered one of Beethoven’s
most accessible symphonies, we
encourage our patrons to purchase
tickets early, as previous WSO
Beethoven programs have always
been sell-out events,” Maestro
Wroe concluded.

Three other musical highlights
will round out this exciting
evening: Stravinsky’s Pulcinella
Suite, Koppel’s Moonchild’s Dream
and Mozart’s Flute Concerto, K.313.

WSO Soloist for the evening will
be internationally acclaimed flutist
Paul Edmond-Davies.

Tickets for this performance, as
well as the entire Space Odyssey
2000-2001 season may be purchased
at any of the official WSO outlets:
Lancaster Ltd., the Town Book Store,
the WSO office, all in Westfield.
Tickets may also be purchased at
Bayberry Gifts in Mountainside,
Martin Jewelers in Cranford, Union
County Arts Center in Rahway and
Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.
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Arts & Entertainment
Young Artists Concert
To Benefit Marc Hardy
Human Rights Award

WESTFIELD — Several talented
young performers from the
Westfield area, many of whom
have made a name for themselves
on Broadway and beyond, will be
featured in a concert on Sunday,
November 5, at 4 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church to benefit
the Marc Hardy Human Rights
Award.

The award is given annually to a
Westfield area student who has
distinguished him or herself in the
area of human rights.

The concert marks the 10th an-
niversary of the award which was
established  in memory of Marc
Hardy, who was a talented per-
former and a senior at Westfield
High School when he was killed in
a car accident in 1990.

The concert will feature perfor-
mances by several of Marc’s class-
mates, many of whom have gone
on to success in the entertainment
world. Among the young artists
scheduled to appear are Kristal
Hardy-Ali, Marc’s older sister and
herself a talented vocalist.

Kristal attended Westminster
Choir College, performed in an
off-Broadway production of Big
River and is a frequent soloist in
New Jersey.

Bonnie Rapp played the lead
roll of Christine in the Broadway
Company production of Phantom
of the Opera. She graduated from
Rutgers University and currently
performs in New York with the
trio, Eastern Standard Time.

Vocalist Courtney Cherewhich

Jackson is a graduate of Princeton
University and Boston School of
Music. She performs frequently in
the Boston area and last year toured
Europe as a guest soloist for the
Windsor Choir.

Meredith Hoffman-Thomson,
the youngest performer, attends
Rutgers University where she is
majoring in music. A frequent so-
loist, she studies voice privately in
New York City.

Also performing in the concert
will be outstanding musicians
Matthew Sklar and Wayne Smith.
Matthew Sklar has the distinction
of being the youngest conductor
ever on Broadway, leading the Les
Miserables orchestra at the age of
21. He has also conducted the
Broadway productions of Titanic
and Miss Saigon. His new show,
Rhythm Club recently opened in
Arlington, Va., and moves to Broad-
way next February.

Wayne Smith, a graduate of the
Eastman School of Music, is a gifted
cellist who performs in the New
York Metropolitan area. He was a
featured cellist at the Kennedy Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C. Smith was
Marc’s classmate from Kindergar-
ten through 12th grade.

Tickets for the concert are $10
for general admission and $25 and
up for patrons. Tickets are avail-
able at the door.

First Congregational Church is
located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield. For further information,
please call the church office at
(908) 233-2494.

Moonglowers Selected
To Play at Dinner

For Senator�s Retirement

Erratum
Last week’s Halloween edition

of A&E listed the incorrect address
for Dr. Philip Geron’s Party, Parade
and Costume Contest. It should
have been 320 Lenox Avenue.

Filmmaker, Musician, Writer
Yale Strom to Perform at Temple

CLARK – Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah in Clark will host
musician, filmmaker and writer
Yale Strom in a program en-
titled, “New Jewish Music” on
Saturday, November 11, at 8 p.m.
at the temple.

Mr. Strom has composed and
performed his own new Jewish
music for two decades. His work
combines klezmer with jazz, clas-
sical, Balkan, Sephardic and Rom
motifs, as well as Hasidic liturgi-
cal melodies.

These compositions range from
quartets to a symphony, which
premiered with the St. Louis Or-

chestra. He also composed all of
the music for National Public
Radio’s “Jewish Short Stories:
From the Old World to the New”
series, hosted by Leonard Nimoy.

Mr. Strom has produced seven
klezmer CD recodings. He is a
pioneer in conducting and docu-
menting field research in the Jew-
ish and Rom communities of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and the
Balkans. He has also authored
several photo documentary
books and producer/director of
three documentary films.

He recently directed his first
feature film which will star James

Earl Jones.
Cosponsored by Temple Beth

O’r/Beth Torah, Congregation
Anshe Chesed in Linden, and
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim in
Cranford, the concert is part of
an Annual Combined Cultural
Series Program.

Tickets are $10 for members of
the three synagogues and $15 for
non-members. For tickets and
information, please call Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah, (732) 381-
8403; Congregat ion Anshe
Chesed, (908) 486-8616 or Temple
Beth El Mekor Chayim at (908)
276-9231.

BROADWAY BOUND…On Tuesday, September 12, seventh and eighth grade chorus students of Mary Lu Farrell
from Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains, were invited by Radio City Entertainment to perform Christmas
songs on the steps of Madison Square Garden in New York City, to help promote this season’s upcoming
production of A Christmas Carol. Also featured with the chorus was fourth grader, Jimmy Walsh, who will
appear as Tiny Tim from November 24 through December 31.

Casting Call!
The Franklin Villagers the-

atre company announced au-
ditions for A Christmas Carol
to be held on November 8 and
9 at 7:30 p.m. at Villagers The-
atre, 475 DeMott Lane,
Somerset. For more informa-
tion, please call (732) 873-2710.
Eight men, six women and five
children are needed.
Auditioners should be pre-
pared to read from the script.

Cranford Dramatic Club
Plans Auditions

For Barefoot in the Park
CRANFORD – The Cranford

Dramatic Club will host open
auditions for its production of
Barefoot in the Park on Sun-
day, November 12, at 1 p.m.
and Tuesday, November 14, at
7:30 p.m. at the theater at 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford.

The roles include:
• Corie Bratter – Newlywed,

bright, hopeful and energetic,
20-something.

• Paul Bratter – Newlywed,
out of law school, compatible
with Corie, straight-laced,
stuffed shirt, 20-something.

• Mrs. Bratter – Corie’s
mother, 40-something, de-
pending on Corie, attractive
but has let herself go, a bit out
of style, a personality more
like her son-in-law than her
daughter.

• Victor Velasco – Corie and
Paul’s neighbor, 40-50-some-
thing depending on Mrs.
Bratter, friendly, suave, gal-
lant, a bit of a con man, like
Corie in personality.

• Telephone Repairman –
delightful character part, any
age would work, two great
scenes.

• Delivery Man – walk on
role, older man, minimal re-
hearsals, could be someone
planning to work backstage
that wants to double as this
character.

Production dates are Fridays
and Saturdays, February 9, 10,
16, 17, 23 and 24.

For more information, please
call Bob Pells, Director, at (908)
276-6113.

Silver Snowflake Sale to Offer
Handcrafted Holiday Items

WESTFIELD – The Presbyte-
rian Women of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will hold their
Fifth Annual Silver Snowflake
Christmas Sale on Satur-
day, November 4, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the As-
sembly Hall of the church
at 140 Mountain Av-
enue.

The sale will fea-
ture several hand-
made items includ-
ing ornaments, quilts,
baked goods, stocking
stuffers and more.

The Quilting Group of the
church has hand-quilted a queen
size Christmas quilt which will be
auctioned off through written
bids. The sale will also feature a
large and unique variety of items
provided by SERRV and other
international organizations that
support artisans from economi-

cally disadvantaged regions of
the world.

These handcrafted items in-
clude furniture, nativity scenes,

jewelry, toys, musical in-
struments, baskets, or-

naments, and stock-
ing stuffers.

SERRV and
other organiza-
t ions provide
famil ies with
much needed in-

come and support local
economies.

Patrons are also in-
v i t e d to enjoy a light lunch at
the Snowflake Café.

There is ample free parking
and there is no admittance fee.

For more information, please
call the church office at (908)
233-0301.

If it’s happening
in A&E, it’s at:

www.goleader.com
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FOR 6 MONTHS!!

FREE
• Removal of Old Bedding

• Bedframe on All Sets

• Delivery on All Sets

Everyone Loves Westfield Sleep Center...
Except The Competition!!!

We crush the competition
on a daily basis!!

Call us for a price today!!
We quote right over the phone

our competitors won’t!!

Anyone’s Sale Prices

Sealy Posturepedic
Cushion Firm Feel

$129Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $329

Full  Ec. Pc......... $399 ........$169
Queen 2 pc set.... $999 ........$397
King  3 pc set...... $1,299 .....$597

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Firm

$189Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $489

Full  Ec. Pc......... $599 ........$249
Queen 2 pc set.... $1,499 .....$599
King  3 pc set...... $1,899 .....$799

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Plush or Firm

$229Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $569

Full  Ec. Pc......... $649 ........$299
Queen 2 pc set.... $1,599 .....$699
King  3 pc set...... $1,999 .....$899

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Ultra Plush or Extra Firm

$279Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $649

Full  Ec. Pc......... $849 ........$299
Queen 2 pc set.... $1,899 .....$799
King  3 pc set...... $2,299 ..$1,099

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster
Plush or Firm

$699Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,400

Full  Ec. Pc......... $1,600 .....$799
Queen 2 pc set.... $1,800 .....$899
King  3 pc set...... $2,400 ..$1,199

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster Firm
Crown Jewel Plush or Firm

$799Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,399

Full  Ec. Pc......... $1,499 .....$899
Queen 2 pc set.... $1,699 .....$999
King  3 pc set...... $2,199 ..$1,299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Firm

$99Twin  Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $299

Full  Ec. Pc......... $279 ........$139
Queen 2 pc set.... $649 ........$299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Election Day Sale

THE THEATER PROKECT @ Union County College
presents

17th Annual Antiques
Show & Sale

November 11
10am – 5pm

November 12
11am – 4pm

Tunis-Ellicks Historic House
Village & Millbrook Roads • New Vernon

at

Proceeds Benefit Harding Township Historical Society
Information: 973-292-0161

Admission $3.50 • $3.00 with this ad

Public Preview Party Nov 10, 6 to 9pm • $10.00

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg will be
serenaded by The
Moonglowers during his Re-
tirement Dinner on Decem-
ber 1 at the DoubleTree Ho-
tel in Somerset.

The Moonglowers were se-
lected from a state-wide au-
dition to play at the dinner
which will welcome over 600
guests.

Directed by Vincent
Turturiello, Moonglowers has
22 student members. These
members include trumpeteers
Eric Konzelman, Mike
Franzone, Luis Cruz, Michael
Gleason, Arpon Mitra, and
Brian O’Neil.

Trombonists include D.J.
Klimowitz, Andy Chan,
Mathew Metzger, and Andrew
Mulvey.

On saxophones are Jillian
DeMair, Kathleen DeLuca,
Doug Gillie, Steven Cooney,
Matt Deegan and Dan Nelson.

The band’s rhythm section
consists of Tom Hardy, Ian
Wherle, Andrew Ferguson, Ja-
son Ruggerio and Delsa
Slaugh.

Flutist is Catherine Mangan.
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Arts & Entertainment
Westfield�s Francesca Azzara
To Exhibit Encaustic Paintings
WESTFIELD – The Donald B.

Palmer Museum, 66 Mountain Av-
enue, Springfield, has announced
that Westfield artist Francesca
Azzara will display her encaustic
paintings from October 27 to De-
cember 8 at the Museum in the
Springfield Free Public Library.

Ms. Azzara is a mixed media
artist working in encaustic paints.
Encaustics are waxed-based paint

that permit the application of many
transparent layers over a painted
canvas surface. Linework that is
incised, scraped and gauged into
the waxy surface creates nuanced,
edgy imagery that evokes an emo-
tional response.

Several solo and group exhibi-
tions throughout the Northeast
have included Ms. Azzara’s work.
Her work has been featured in
galleries and museums such as
The State Museum, the Lindenburg
Gallery in Chesea, the Cork Gal-
lery in New York City and the
Marami Gallery in Philadelphia.

Ms. Azzara’s works have been
acquired by numerous private and
corporate collectors. The recipient
of many awards, she recently re-
ceived a HEART Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Her studio is located
in Rahway.

A reception and lecture on the
techniques of encaustic painting
will be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

This program is made possible
in part by a HEART Grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Nicholas P. Scutari,
Chairman.

The Museum will offer the ex-
hibit on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. and on Tuesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sunday hours are 1 to
3:30 p.m.

For more information, please
call (973) 376-4930.

FESTIVE BAND MEMBERS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raider Marching Band continued its
winning tradition with an outstanding performance at the Carteret High School Marching Band Festival on
Sunday, October 22. The Band presented its repertoire, “Millennium Movie Snapshots.” Comprised of 85
musicians and 20 Color Guard members, the Band will demonstrate its talents at nine SPFHS football games
and seven marching band festivals this fall. The highlight of the competition season will be a performance
at the Yamaha Cup Series sponsored by the U.S. Scholastic Band Association at Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford on Friday, November 3.

FANWOOD – Helen Sjursen of
Fanwood, Chairwoman of the Noreg
Lodge Sons of Norway of Marlboro,
has revealed that the lodge will host
its 20th Annual Scandinavian Christ-
mas Bazaar on Saturday and Sunday,
November 18 and 19, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the Old Bridge Center, 1 Old
Bridge Plaza in Old Bridge.

Admission is free.
Merchandise will include im-

ported items from Norway, Swe-
den, Finland and Denmark, fea-
turing sweaters, jewelry, foods,
cheeses, herring and mackerel,
lingonberries, a variety of choco-
lates, marzipan, candies, krumkake
irons, heart-shaped waffle irons
and more.

The bakery department will offer
pastries and breads. The dining
area will be open all day for open-
faced sandwiches and dinners will
be served from 11 to 4:30 p.m.,
including pea soup and lapskaus.

Wood carving and rosemaling
(Norwegian decorative painting on
woods) will be demonstrated.

For more information, please
call Ms. Sjursen at (908) 889-9362.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ever-
green Boutique at Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains
will be held on Wednesday, No-
vember 15, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Items will be raffled off from ven-
dors, including Longaberger,
Tupperware and Pampered Chef.
Handmade beaded jewelry, creative
memories, Mary Kay Cosmetics, holi-
day ornaments, miniature dried flow-
ers, holiday wreaths, baked goods,
collectible doll clothing, ceramics,
homemade interiors-candles, gour-
met candies and more will be sold.

For more information, please
call (908) 889-1583 or (908) 889-
7331.

BazaarsBazaarsBazaarsBazaarsBazaars
& B& B& B& B& Boutiquesoutiquesoutiquesoutiquesoutiques

WATCHUNG – Mount St. Mary
Academy in Watchung will host its
Millennium Christmas Bazaar on
Saturday, November 18, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. to benefit the infirm
and retired Sisters of Mercy of
New Jersey.

Visits with Santa, sand art, face
painting and games are planned
for children.

Handmade quality crafts, gifts,
food and homemade goods are
also planned.

For more information, please
call Sister Mary Amadeo at (908)
756-0994, Extension No. 4500.

March of Dimes Culinary Fundraiser to Feature
Best Chefs from Scotch Plains and Westfield

WESTFIELD – The March of
Dimes North Jersey’s first annual
“Master Chefs of France, An
Evening in Provence” gala will be
held on Monday, November 6,
from 6 to 11 p.m. at the Hilton in
Short Hills, featuring some of the
most reputable chefs in the area.

Michel Bourdeaux and Catherine
A. Bourdeaux from Chez Catherine
in Westfield and David Drake from
the Stage House Inn in Scotch
Plains will be included in the culi-
nary event.

Four Maitres Cuisiniers de France,
Rene Berard, Rene Berges,
Dominque Ferard and Pierre Paumel
will fly to New Jersey to prepare
traditional French foods. These
dishes will include pumpkin bisque
with crayfish, medallion of veal with
citrus fruits, pan-sauteed filet of sea
bass and orange parfait with Grand
Marnier and almond sauce.

Michel and Catherine Bourdeaux
and Mr. Drake will work with
these French chefs to prepare and
present the meals.

An auction will also be held.
“An Evening in Provence” will

benefit the March of Dimes North
Jersey Chapter and its mission of
preventing birth defects and in-
fant mortality.

Tickets are $300 per person. To

reserve tickets or tables, please
call Mary Lou Dawson at (973)
882-0700, Extension No. 28,
Mdawson@modimes.org or Patti
Zortman at (9973) 882-0700, Ex-

Evening Recital Slated
By Musical Club Nov. 8
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club

of Westfield will host an evening
recital on Wednesday, November
8, at 8 p.m. at First Baptist Church
in Westfield.

A program of varied composers,
ensembles and soloists has been
selected by Program Chairwoman
Ginger Haselden.

For more information, please
call (908) 241-6210.

Friends of Music Plan
Giant Book Sale

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will hold its annual
Giant Book Sale on Sunday, No-
vember 5, from 1 to 4 p.m. and
Monday, November 6, from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Bag Day will be held on
Tuesday, November 8, from 9 a.m.
to noon.

Thousands of books in all cat-
egories of paperback and hard-
back fiction, non-fiction and
children’s books will be offered.

The proceeds from the sale will
support the many musical pro-
grams, concerts and activities of-
fered at St. Paul’s.

Book donations are being ac-
cepted at St. Paul’s on Friday,
November 3, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and on Saturday, November 4,
from 9 a.m. to noon. Please bring
book donations to the church or
call for more information at (908)
232-8506, Extension No. 17.

Craft Market
Organized
At Armory

WESTFIELD – The 17th Annual
Fall Westfield Craft Market will be
held at the National Guard Armory
in Westfield, 500 Rahway Avenue,
on Friday and Saturday, October
27, 28, 29, and November 3, 4, 5.

Each weekend, 130 different
artists will display a diverse array
of fine art and contemporary crafts
including woodworking, pottery,
gold and silver jewelry, blown
glass and more.

Show hours are Fridays 5-9 p.m.;
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun-
days, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A weekend
pass is $6 and a two-weekend
pass is $10. Children under 10 are
admitted for free. Parking is free.

No strollers please.

Residents to Display
Quilts at Nov. Show
CHATHAM – Regina Unnold of

Westfield and Jan Clare Viehman
of Scotch Plains will display their
quilted handiwork at the Garden
State Quilters’ “A New Beginning
Quilt Show 2000” from Saturday
to Sunday, November 4-5 at New-
ark Academy in Livingston.

A Small Quilt Silent Auction and
raffle will be held. Food and bev-
erages will be available. Show
hours are Saturday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Admission is $6.

tension No. 15,
pzortman@modimes.org.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
The Whole Universe Celebrates

 � in one of the most majestic pictures ever painted -

Saturday, November 11, 2000
Join Us... (908) 232-9400

Beethoven�s Symphony #6 �Pastoral�

In addition to our regular menu,
we offer from

November 6th thru January

New Jersey�s Best
Game menu

331 SPRINGFIELD AVE, BERKELEY HEIGHTS
908-665-2310

LUNCH TUES. � FRI., DINNER TUES. � SUN, CLOSED MONDAYS

Venison Cutlets and Roast � Hasen Pfeffer � Antelope
Wild Boar � Buffalo � Ostrich � Quail � Pheasant & more

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY � 1�7P.M.
WWW.AUBERGESWISS.COM
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1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• OIL TO GAS CONVERSIONS OUR SPECIALTY
• OFFER EXPIRES 11/18/00

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

LEFTOVER
AIR CONDITIONER

UNITS ALSO
ON SALE!

Plus...GET UP TO $1070
IN REBATES!*

BIG SAVINGS NOW!

PRE-SEASON

HEATING SALE

NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

Franks and Corzine Battle for Senate
Heats Up in Final Days of Campaign

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As Election Day approaches, the
battle for the New Jersey U.S. Senate
seat left vacant by retiring Senator
Frank Lautenberg is heating up be-
tween moderately conservative Re-
publican Bob Franks and liberal
Democrat Jon Corzine.

According to a recent poll, Con-
gressman Franks of Berkeley Heights
is trailing Mr. Corzine of Summit, by
46 to 41 percent. Each side, inter-
preting this poll to their own advan-
tage, has claimed a projected vic-
tory.

Congressman Franks, a self-pro-
claimed “career politician” who has
had more than 20 years experience in
politics, in the New Jersey Assembly
from 1980 to 1992 and then in the
U.S. House of Representatives from
1993 to the present, representing the
Seventh Congressional District which
include towns covered by The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Mr. Corzine, a wealthy investment
banker and bond trader, who called
himself a “professional-politician,”
has been Chief Executive Officer of
the prestigious Goldman-Sachs In-
vestment House in Manhattan.

The most widely debated issue of
this campaign has been Corzine’s
unprecedented expenditure of money
to fund his campaign. Mr. Corzine
has spent more than $53 million,
much of it his own money, including
$12 million, which has gone to fund
television ads.

Mr. Franks has also accused
Corzine of buying political endorse-

ments.
The Congressman, who has spear-

headed campaign finance reform in
Congress, has raised only $4 million
to fund his campaign. A page on Mr.
Frank’s Web site is devoted to ques-
tions he poses regarding Corzine’s
questionable investment holdings,
tax-returns, tax-deductions and in-
come sources.

During several publicly televised
debates, Mr. Franks repeatedly de-
manded that Mr. Corzine release his
tax returns for public scrutiny to
comply with campaign finance dis-
closure laws.

Mr. Corzine’s response to Mr. Franks
repeated attacks on the source of his
funding has been that he had a non-
disclosure agreement with the invest-
ment firm of Goldman-Sachs, which
he formerly co-chaired. And, Mr.
Corzine accused Mr. Franks of using
this issue to sidetrack voters, who would
rather hear about “real issues.”

Regarding those real issues, each
candidate claims to be the champion
of key programs and has accused the
other of everything from faulty math
to blatant lies. Both candidates claim
to be the candidate in support of
preserving Social Security, expand-
ing Medicare, paying down the na-
tional debt, easing Americans’ tax
burden, protecting the environment
and promoting family values.

The most drastic difference in the

two candidates’ platforms is in how
they would rescue and protect the
faltering Social Security system.

According to market analysts, the
ailing 65-year old retirement plan
will be completely bankrupt by 2037
unless significant financial reforms

are made.
Mr. Franks is heavily in favor of

privatization of Social Security,
which will allow workers to put a
small portion of their own payroll
taxes in a personal IRA, invested in
the stock market. This contrasts with
Corzine’s plan, which basically calls
for the federal government to invest

Social Security’s surplus in the stock
market.

Basically, Mr. Franks’ plan allows
greater individual freedom to con-
trol one’s own retirement fund, while
Mr. Corzine’s plan calls for greater
government control of the funds.

Mr. Corzine accuses Frank’s of
wanting to “dismantle” the Social
Security system with his private in-
vestment strategy, which he claims
will bankrupt the plan, while Frank’s
claims Corzine’s proposals, will
bankrupt the federal government.

Market analysts have stated pub-
licly that both plans leave many ques-
tions unanswered and neither are sol-
vent because they both heavily rely
on the stability of an unpredictable
market.

Mr. Corzine has been sharply criti-
cized by Mr. Franks for what he calls
“unrealistic and unsustainable” pro-
posals to expand health-care, Medi-
care, education, minimum wages and
other social advantages in what
Corzine terms, “universal” benefits
for all Americans.

In response, Mr. Corzine has em-
phatically stated that as a life-long
businessman, he “knows the num-
bers, is acutely aware of the bottom
line and can accomplish all of the
above while still paying down the
national debt.”

Mr. Franks, however, accuses Mr.
Corzine of fudging the numbers and

bankrupting the federal budget with
these proposals, which he claims will
cost more than $756 billion. Mr.
Corzine accuses Mr. Franks of giv-
ing tax breaks to the wealthy, instead
of tax breaks and benefits to the poor
and middle-class.

The Medicare reform issue is also
complex and costly, with each candi-
date claiming to be able to expand
coverage, without raising taxes. Both
candidates recognize the need to
cover prescription drug costs, how-
ever, they differ on where the money
should come from and how the pro-
gram should be carried out.

According to Frank’s Web site,
Mr. Corzine has been launching a
smear campaign against him, trying
to scare Seniors into voting for Mr.
Corzine based on lies that Franks has
voted for drastic Medicare cuts, and
that he intends on cutting Medicare
even more.

On many other issues, including
gun control, abortion and education,
the differences between the two plat-
forms have become obfuscated and
buried beneath the onslaught of what
they each claim are lies, half-truths
and inaccuracies slung into the me-
dia by the opposing candidate.

Mr. Franks is for limiting a
woman’s right to partial-birth abor-
tions while standing on a platform of
gun rights. Mr. Corzine supports
unlimited abortion rights, while be-
ing in favor of greater gun-control
laws and licensing restrictions.

Mr. Franks, like Mr. Corzine, has
frequently voted against gun rights
and voted for restrictive gun legisla-
tion. Both candidates claim to be
endorsed by the Sierra Club.

There are also 11 independent can-
didates running for the same Senate
seat. Dennis Breen from Summit, a
New York City lawyer is running on a
platform that is substantially similar
to Reform Party candidate Pat
DiNizio, originally from Scotch Plains
and most known for being a member
of the Smithereens rock band.

Both Mr. Breen and Mr. DiNizio
accuse Mr. Franks and Mr. Corzine
of being controlled and bought by
international corporate interests and
other special interest groups.

Mr. DiNizio claims that Corzine is
“only interested in serving his own
multi-billion dollar international in-
vestments” and that Mr. Franks has
been “bought” by corporate dona-
tors and special interest groups.

Mr. DiNizio’s campaign platform
focuses on “empowerment of the
American worker” and the Ameri-
can family’s interests in Washing-
ton. Both Mr. Breen and Mr. DiNizio
support campaign finance reform and
limiting campaign spending to hold
politicians accountable.

Mr. Breen said he is endorsing Mr.
Franks, because he is certain that as
an independent, he does not have a
chance to win.

He believes that Mr. Franks is an
honorable candidate, who has had
the courage to go against the Repub-
licans on some issues. He feels that
Independents are treated as outcasts
and extremists, not being allowed to
fully participate in the debate and
electoral process.

His platform is for “people to get
out and vote or our Country is in
serious trouble from apathy.”

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Voters  Must Weigh
Public Questions Concerning
Sex Offenders, Transportation

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — On November
7, voters in Union County will be
faced with the decision over Pub-
lic Questions on the state, county,
the municipal level, and in
Westfield.

There are two state questions,
regarding monies for the state
transportation system and the dis-
closure of information regarding
convicted sex offenders.

Public Question 1 is regarding
the dedication of tax revenues for
funding the construction and re-
pair of the state transportation
system.

The amendment to Article VIII,
Section II, paragraph 4 of the State
Constitution proposed by the Leg-
islature would provide for “the
crediting of revenue to a special
account in the General Fund in
the State fiscal year in which this
amendment is approved, of not
less than $100 million of the rev-
enues from the tax on the gross
receipts of the sale of petroleum
products, and of not less than $200
million of such revenue in each
State fiscal year thereafter and
providing that in the State fiscal
year next commencing after ap-
proval of the amendment and
thereafter the crediting to that
special account of certain amounts
of the revenues from the State tax
imposed under the “Sales and Use
Tax Act,” which shall be not less
than $80 million for the State
fiscal year next commencing af-
ter this amendment is approved
and $140 million for the succeed-
ing State fiscal year, and $200
million for each State fiscal year
thereafter, to be available only for
the funding of the State transpor-
tation system, subject to laws en-
acted on or before December 7
dedicating any of these revenues
for debt service on bonds of the
State for any other uses of these
revenues. ...”

According to the interpretive
statement for this question, “This
amendment would add the rev-
enues from the petroleum prod-
ucts tax and a portion of the sales
tax to the revenues already con-
stitutionally dedicated from 9.0
cents of the State tax on motor
fuels as sources of funding for the
construction and repair of the State
transportation system.”

According to the Web site of
the League of Women Voters of
New Jersey, a “yes” vote for this
amendment would provide for an
improved transportation system,
including mass transit, bridges and
highways, “which is essential to
the continued economic prosper-
ity of business and individuals in
New Jersey and to the quality of
life of its citizens.”

However, the League also says
that “Dedication creates a rigid
tax system that leaves future gov-
ernors and legislators unable to
respond to changing needs or eco-
nomic conditions. When the
economy slows, dedicated funds
can affect state aid available for
other programs, grants, services
and institutions.”

Public Question 2 is regarding
an amendment to Article IV of the
Constitution which would permit
the Legislature to disclose to the
general public information con-
cerning convicted sex offenders.

“This constitutional amend-
ment would permit the Legisla-

ture to enact laws authorizing the
disclosure to the general public
of information pertaining to the
identity, general and specific
whereabouts, physical character-
istics and criminal history of per-
sons found to have committed a
sex offense.”

From the League, “Because of
the high probability of recidi-
vism by sexual offenders, the
public has a right to information
they need to reduce their chances
of becoming victims and to pro-
tect their children. The right to
know and to protect the public is
of greater importance than the
privacy rights of the individual
sex offender.”

However, “expanding who re-
ceives such information is in the
interest of punishment rather than
community protection and in-
creases the likelihood such indi-
viduals will go underground or
that vigilantism may occur. Ex-
panding the notification creates
an illusion of safety for our chil-

dren as the majority of sex of-
fenses take place in the home and
go unreported.”

Union County voters will also
be asked to vote on a referendum
regarding the creation of an Open
Space Trust Fund.

The fund if approved would
dedicate 1.5 cents per $100 of
assessed property value over the
next 20 years.

According to Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel Sullivan, the trust
fund, which already exists in 17
of the 21 New Jersey counties,
would be used for the preserva-
tion of open space throughout
the county, including historic
preservation and park upkeep and
improvements.

It would provide a “steady rev-
enue stream” for such programs,
Mr. Sullivan said.

Voters in Westfield will be
faced with the question of
whether or not to approve a refer-
endum regarding a Length of
Service Award Program (LOSAP)
for active members of the town’s
volunteer emergency organiza-
tions, such as the Westfield Res-
cue Squad.

LOSAPs were made available
in New Jersey when legislation
was signed into law by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman on Janu-
ary 19, 1998.

The LOSAP is a tax-deferred
compensation plan for members
with at least five years of active
service.

“We have been fortunate
enough to have the Town
Council’s support,” Rescue Squad
Vice President Reid S. Edles,
said.

Mr. Edles said that LOSAP
helps attract and retain members.

“Other area towns such as Clark
and Fanwood have LOSAP,” he
said, adding that it helps the squad
to be competitive in attracting
members.

Mr. Edles noted that the resi-
dents of Westfield get a good
service for free, while many other
towns have been forced to go to
paid emergency medical services.

“We have been
fortunate enough to

have the Town
Council’s support.

Other area towns such
as Clark and Fanwood

have LOSAP.”
-- Westfield Rescue

Squad Vice President
Reid S. Edles

 Rajoppi, Urbano
Vie for Position

Of County Clerk
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — On Tuesday,
November 7, voters in Union
County will cast their ballots
to decide who will be the next
Clerk for the county.

The voters will have to decide
between Democratic incumbent
Joanne Rajoppi and Republican
challenger Eric Urbano.

The role of the Clerk, ac-
cording to Ms. Rajoppi, is a

very important position, be-
cause the Clerk ensures the
rights of the county’s citizens
in maintaining the integrity of
elections as well as in other
tasks performed by the Clerk.

Ms. Rajoppi, currently in her
first term as County Clerk, was
formerly the Register of Deeds
and Mortgages, a position that
was later merged into the duties
of the Clerk.

Ms. Rajoppi is running for
re-election “on my experience
and qualifications.”

She has seen the Clerk’s office
transformed and made into a
state-of-the-art Clerk’s office, earn-
ing seven national awards for the
innovations that have been made.

One of Ms. Rajoppi’s main
missions if re-elected is to bring
the office into the 21st century
and continue the progress that
has already been made.

Mr. Urbano, the Republican
challenger, assistant corporate

counsel for an information tech-
nology firm, has said that he too,
would like to modernize the
Clerk’s office, “to make it more
accessible and streamlined.”

He said that he would like to
allow on-line access to public
records and filing of public records.

“A lot of people say that the
(operating) hours are restric-
tive,” Mr. Urbano said.

Mr. Urbano, if elected, has
also vowed to give back 25
percent of his Clerk’s salary,
referring to it not as a pay-cut,
but instead a “payback.”

“The money can be better
spent,” he said.

He has said that his professional
experience with “voluminous case
management” has prepared him
for the task of Union County Clerk,
which, he said, means “maintain-
ing accessibility and integrity of
all county documents.”

Mr. Urbano had originally
considered running for the 7th
Congressional District seat, be-
ing vacated by Republican Bob
Franks, but he felt that, “my
time and efforts better served
where they were more needed.”
Also, Mr. Urbano said, that he
feels that he is more suited to
local public service.

Looking for Local
News on the Web?
www.goleader.com

Joanne Rajoppi

`Eric Urbano

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff
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ANSWERING THE TOUGH QUESTIONS...During the forum planned by The Westfield Area League of Women Voters and The
Westfield Leader at Roosevelt School auditorium, Mayoral and council hopefuls debated the biggest issues facing the Town of
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Democratic candidate for Mayor Susan Jacobson, Leader Publisher Horace R. Corbin,
Republican candidate for Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, and council candidates Peter Echausse and Rafael Betancourt.

Long-Range Planning and Downtown Parking Among Topics
Debated by Candidates During Thursday’s Westfield Forum

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s two
Mayoral and eight Town Council can-
didates debated everything from down-
town parking to long-range planning
for Westfield’s aging infrastructure
during a spirited debate held last Thurs-
day evening at the Roosevelt Interme-
diate School.

Democratic Mayoral candidate Su-
san Jacobson, a former 12-year Westfield
Board of Education member and Presi-
dent, in describing the Democrats vic-
tory in 1996, said “it was like opening
the windows and letting the air in” after
80 years of one-party rule in the town by
the Republicans.

She said when Democrats, led by
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, ran that
year, Westfield had numerous vacant
storefronts and a continued parking
dilemma. Four years later under a two-
party system, she said, Westfield now
has a “vibrant and exciting down-
town” and the town is moving forward
on a comprehensive parking plan ac-
cented by a parking deck.

If elected, she promised “to keep
Westfield moving” by focusing on
areas such as improving Westfield’s
parks and fields and streets.

Her opponent, Republican First
Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, announced that he would
put into place the town’s first long-
range capital improvement plan.

“Westfield may feel like a small
town but it cannot be run like one,” Mr.
McDermott stated, noting that West-
field has an annual operating budget in
the range of $24 million.

Mr. McDermott cited his 20 years
has an executive in a printing company
along with experience on the Union
County Improvement Authority, a
group which helps towns in purchas-

ing equipment and vehicles through
the issuance of bonds.

He also cited his role as the Coun-
cil Liaison to the Downtown West-
field Corporation, the entity that
operates the town’s special improve-
ment district.

During the question-and-answer por-
tion of the evening, as moderated by
Horace Corbin, Publisher of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, candidates were asked to pri-
oritize issues of concern to them.

Rafael Betancourt, the Republican
candidate for the Second Ward Town
Council seat, placed a long-range capi-
tal budget plan and a parking deck as
his priorities.

His opponent, Democrat William
Ziff, emphasized that his top priority
would be to hire a professional planner
so that the town could begin to address
some of the issues raised, including
implementation of Westfield’s com-
prehensive parking plan.

On the condition of town athletic
fields, Mr. Ziff said he would like to
cooperate with the school board to
combine efforts for field maintenance
for all fields and parks in town.

Republican First Ward Town Coun-
cil hopeful Peter Echausse said the
council must have “long-term vision”
by developing a capable improvement
plan that looks ahead several years. He
said such a plan would cover improve-
ments to roads, sidewalks, parks and
fields.

On the issue of improving traffic
safety, Republican Fourth Ward coun-
cil candidate Jay Boyle said motorists
must be educated on Westfield’s traf-
fic laws, that enforcement of traffic

laws must be stepped up and roadways
made safer through better engineer-
ing.

Citing the speeding problem in town,
Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman, a Democrat seeking his
third term, said installing traffic calm-
ing measures, such as the pilot pro-
gram being implemented along
Rahway Avenue, need to be expanded
in town.

When discussing property taxes,
Mrs. Jacobson, who chaired the school
board’s finance committee, said she
would advocate shared services with
other communities to reduce costs.

She vowed to be careful when consid-
ering a budget by scrutinizing every
available dollar on the revenue side be-
fore looking at raising municipal taxes.

Mr. McDermott said over the past
eight years Westfield’s municipal taxes
have risen on average by 2.5 percent a
year.

“I think that shows a tremendous
amount of fiscal responsibility,” he said,
noting that the town must continue to be
efficient in how it spends its money.

Mrs. Jacobson said the council needs
to review departmental reports and rev-
enue sources six months in advance of
the start of budget meetings.

In response, Mr. McDermott said the
council needs to become “a little less
political of what we are doing with our
money.” He said in past years, the coun-
cil has listed capital projects in its bud-
get but never followed through on them.

Candidates were in agreement that
the town needs to do a better job on
communicating with its residents
through the use of modern tools such
as the Internet and TV-36.

Mr. Goldman noted that the town is
“far behind” particularly in regards to
the town’s Web site. He said the town

has hired a consultant in this regard
and that he expects “vast improve-
ments” on Westfield’s official Web site
once the consultants’ recommenda-
tions are implemented.

Mr. Boyle, speaking for the Repub-
licans, said the town needs to take
advantage of all forms of technology
to enhance communication efforts with

residents.
On the topic of sewers, road

repairs and other long-term
projects, Mr. Echausse, who
has over 10 years experience
in the area of municipal bonds,
said the town currently only
has a short-term plan “which
means the squeaky wheel gets
the oil.”

Democratic First ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury,
seeking a second term, re-
sponded that the town has
implemented a new system
for road repair. The town ap-
plies each year for money
through the state’s Transpor-
tation Trust Fund grant. Streets
that are applied for but re-
jected for funding twice by
the state are than placed into
the town’s Public Works De-
partment annual road mainte-
nance budget.

Mr. Corbin asked candi-
dates if the town can afford
both a $10-$12 million park-
ing deck and a $20 million
addition to Westfield High
School, projects being con-
sidered by the Town Council
and the Board of Education,
respectively.

“I think that we have lis-
tened to people on going for-
ward on the deck,” Third Ward
Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz responded, noting
that the public has been coming out in
support of a deck as well as the high
school addition.

Her Republican opponent, Karen
Trzesniowski, indicated that a deck,
which she favors, should be funded by
its users and not property taxpayers.
The candidate said the council has
little role on school taxes and that the
high school issue is really left to the
school board.

 Councilman  Salisbury said in re-
sponse to a later question that he
continues to believe the South Avenue
train station lot would be the best
location for a deck.

“For me it was the choice between a
second location (Elm and Prospect)
and no location at all. And I wasn’t
prepared to abandon the comprehen-
sive (parking) plan,” he said.

Mr. Echausse emphasized that “this
deck must be put in the right location.
The last thing the town needs to do is
build a $10 to $12 million structure
that becomes a white elephant.”

He said area residents near the pro-
posed site for the deck want assurance
that they will have a voice as the
construction plans for the parking fa-
cility move forward.

Mr. McDermott indicated that a deck
and other parts of the parking plan
“will make Westfield a better place”
for commuters, shoppers and residents.

On the issue of a proposed traffic light
at East Broad Street and South Chestnut
Street in the Second Ward, Mr.
Betancourt indicated that he does not
believe thecouncil has enough infor-
mation on the proposal, although he
does not believe a light would alone
solve the traffic problem. Mr. Ziff said
the ShopRite in Garwood, currently
before an appeals court, will only exas-
perate the traffic situation in the area.

He said had the town hired a profes-
sional planner, studies on the impact of
the impending ShopRite construction
would have already been completed.

Third Ward candidates, Ms.
Lazarowitz and Mrs. Trzesniowski,
both support the revitalization of the
Central Avenue corridor. Ms.
Trzesniowski said she would like the
improvements currently planned to be
extended from North Avenue to the
Clark border.

Ms. Lazarowitz that she would like
the county to lower the speed limit as

traffic enters Westfield from Clark.
In terms of a jitney bus service, Mr.

Betancourt indicated that most seniors
drive because they have no other choice.
The candidate favors initiating a jitney
service along the town’s major thor-

oughfares.
Mr. Ziff said the town needs to focus

more on the needs of seniors so they
can continue to afford to live here.

On the issue of business and traffic
growth verses the safety of citizens,
Mr. McDermott said the town needs to
determine whether moving cars out-
side the business district and into a
deck, will open the downtown up for
pedestrians and parking for shoppers.

Mrs. Jacobson said parking and traf-
fic enforcement will have to be stepped
up. She believes shoppers will park in

the deck as opposed to circling the
town for a parking space.

Looking at Mayoral/council appoint-
ments, Mr. McDermott said those asked
to serve should have experienced re-
lated the position they have been asked

to fill.
Mrs. Jacobson said experience needs

to be looked at with any potential ap-
pointee. Citing the available talent of
Westfielders, Mrs. Jacobson said people
in town need to be encouraged to come
forward to serve on town boards and
committees.

In answering a question from the
public as posed by Bonnie Ruggierio
of the Westfield Area of Women Vot-
ers, which co-sponsored the event,
Mr. Echausse said he would favor pur-
chasing speed reader devices so that

they are available in all four wards. He
said the town could also do a better job
of re-striping streets and identifying
new crossroads.

On TV-36, Westfield’s local cable
station, Mr. Echausse said he would
advocate a forum with residents on
programming they would like to see on
the channel.

Mr. Salisbury noted the council has
hired a director for the station to en-
hance programming.

During their closing statements, Mr.
Goldman said Republicans dominated
the council prior to 1996 and were
“unresponsive” to residents.

He cited Sunday hours at the town
library, increased road improvements
and work on playing fields as initia-
tives passed by the council the past few
years. He said “discussion, compro-
mise and respect” are now part of the
council process.

Mr. Boyle cited his 20 years with the
state’s Department of Human Services
where he was responsible for a $26
million budget. Mr. Echausse said he
feels his financial background as it
relates to municipal and state spending
practices would bode well in helping
the council replace retiring Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba, the
governing body’s long-time Finance
Committee Chairman.

Councilman Salisbury said he would
like to continue to work toward a solu-
tion on the town’s parking shortage as
well as work toward ending municipal
tax hikes.

Ms. Lazarowitz, in emphasizing a
bipartisan council, said, “People can
move mountains by working together.”
Mrs. Trzesniowski said the Council
should work toward reducing speed-
ing in town and educating motorists on
yielding to pedestrians.

Mr. McDermott noted that “Gov-
ernment works best when it remem-
bers who it works for.” If elected, he
said he will work for a stronger part-
nership with town residents.

Mrs. Jacobson cited her four victo-
ries as a school board member, along
with her background as an executive
with the Union County Chamber of
Commerce.

She asked residents who trusted her
with their children as a school board
member to now give her the opportu-
nity to lead the town government.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AND IN THIS CORNER...Republican sand Democrats were out in full force for
the past few weekends, positioning themselves on opposite corners within the
heart of the central business district in Westfield.  Pictured, above, are the GOP
enthusiasts and, at right, the Democratic camp.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

600 North Avenue, East • Westfield • (908) 233-0393www.amtire.com

TIRES
Foreign, Domestic & Light Truck • Free Mounting, Disposal & Lifetime Rotation

SERVICE
State-Of-The-Art Service Center • Brakes • Alignments • Shocks/Struts • Exhausts

Manufacturers Recommended Services (30k/60k/90k) • Oil Changes
NJ State Inspections

SATISFACTION
Free Pickup & Delivery • After Hours Key Drop

Clean, Comfortable Waiting Lounge • All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE
Pick-up & Drop

Off At
 Home, Work

or Train

2-YEAR NJ
INSPECTION
NO Lines • NO Wasted Time

plus FREE Tire Rotation
No Appointment Necessary!!!

Oil Change Special
Bronze Service ................. $18.95
Silver Service ................... $28.95
Gold Service ..................... $38.95

Basic 10W30 – Check all fluids, lube chassis

Semi-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

Full-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

All Levels Include a FREE Safty Inspection

Valid For Most Cars & Trucks • Can’t be combined with any other offer

ONLY

$19.95

Lowest Prices
Call for Quote

UNICO
The Largest Italian-American Service Organization

in America Invites You To Become A Member

Come meet with us at our membership social

Thursday, November 9th

St. Bartholomews Church • 7 PM

Or Call Us at 908-889-2200

Find out about our charitable work,
scholarship program and promotion of

Italian heritage & culture

Membership is open to people of Italian descent or
whose spouse is of Italian descent

“Service Above Self”
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PRIME MEATS

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126

Established 1939 – John, Vinnie, Nick Losavio, Propietors
www.johnsmarket.com

SERVICING SATISFIED
CUSTOMERS SINCE 1939John�s

Meat Market

USDA
PRIME

SPECIALIZING  IN

Old Fashion Custom Cuts
Personalized Serviceand

Order Your Farm
Fresh Turkey
NOW!
The Tastiest Turkey

You Can Buy

Only

The Best Prime,

Dry-Aged

Beef

John�s Meat Market �Meats� with Your Approval

WANTED
Healthy Type II Diabetics

treated with DIET  or ORAL MEDICATION
to take part in an in-patient clinical trial
of an investigational new medication.

All volunteers will receive study-related medication
and medical care as well as monetary compensation

Call 1-800-FOR-CPU3
(1-800-367-2783)

GOP, Democratic Candidates
Scramble to Fill Three Seats

On County Freeholder Board

St. Paul’s Announces
Boutique Sale Dates

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church will hold its annual fall
boutique and rummage sale from
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Friday,
November 10, and from 9:30 to 11
a.m. on Saturday, November 11. Sat-
urday will be Bag Day, when prices
are by the bag.

Good used clothing, hats, hand-
bags and accessories will be sold in
the main auditorium. Household
items, small appliances, lamps and
tools will be sold on the stage.

Boutique clothing, jewelry, an-
tiques and gift items will be featured
in the Guild Room. Christmas deco-
rations and baskets will be sold in a
classroom near the entrance.

Proceeds from previous sales have
benefited St. Paul’s Outreach pro-
gram, which aids the needy.

Talking Business
Governor Christine Todd Whitman

has filed the following appointments
with the Secretary of State: Howard N.
Horii of Westfield, named to the New
Jersey Board of Architects; Robert C.
Corrado of Scotch Plains, re-appointed
to the Home Inspection Advisory Com-
mittee, and Bernadette M. Stoecker-
Rossi of Scotch Plains, re-appointed to
the state Board of Mortuary Science of
New Jersey.

*  *  *  *  *
Wilma K. Olson of Mountainside

has been chosen as president-elect of
the Biophysical Society, based in
Bethesda, Md. She will assume the
office at the 2001 annual meeting of the
society in Boston and will serve as
president for one year beginning Feb-
ruary 2002.

Ms. Olson is the Mary I. Baunting
Professor of Chemistry and Director of
the Center for Molecular Biophysics
and Biophysical Chemistry at Rutgers.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Robert B. Ashman has joined

the staff of the office of Dr. Paul Arfanis
at 228 St. Paul Street in Westfield. He
specializes in the treatment of peri-
odontal disease.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Thomas J. Cassidy, a lifelong

resident of Scotch Plains, has opened a
internal medicine practice at 1314 Park
Avenue in Plainfield. He will be asso-
ciated with Dr. Brian J. Cassidy and Dr.
R. Bruce Milligan. Dr. Cassidy was

recently appointed to the medical staff
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Dr. Cassidy, a graduate of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Grammar
School and Union Catholic Regional
High School, both in Scotch Plains,
and Seton Hall University and St.
George’s University School of Medi-
cine, completed his three-year internal
medicine residency at St. Joseph’s
Hospital & Medical Center in Paterson
in June.

Dr. Cassidy will be married this fall
to Lisa M. Soda of West Caldwell.

*  *  *  *  *
Talking Business is published peri-

odically in The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Westfield Fire Department
To Celebrate 125th Year

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Fire
Department will celebrate its 125th
anniversary on Sunday, November
19, from noon to 5 p.m. with an Open
House at fire headquarters, located
at 405 North Avenue in Westfield.

Several demonstrations have been
planned. They are as follow:

• Rope Rescue Techniques – Noon
to 1 p.m.

• Accident Extrication – 1:30 to
2:30 p.m.

• High Angle Rescue from Tower
– 3 to 4 p.m.

In addition, the Fire Prevention

Bureau will have the Smoke House
available for the duration of the cel-
ebration for the public to view. All of
the Fire Department’s equipment will
also be displayed in the parking lot
adjacent to fire headquarters.

The department’s thermal imag-
ing camera and new fire pumper will
also be exhibited.

“The Westfield firefighters serve
the community with honor, loyalty
and pride, and all in our town can be
proud of the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment,” stated Acting Fire Chief John
Castellano.

Community Block
Grant Hearing

Set for Wednesday
The Westfield Town Council will

hold a public hearing this Wednesday,
November 8, at 8:30 p.m. in the Coun-
cil Chambers on the Town’s Year
XXVII Community Block Grant De-
velopment application.

Community groups and residents are
invited to attend the meeting with their
suggestions.

Organizations such as the Westfield
Neighborhood Council and the
Westfield Community Center are ex-
pected to have representatives present
to explain their own grant applications.

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for September 2000

Top 10 Response Categories

1. Falls (30) 6. Unconscious (5)
2. General Illness/Weakness (21) 7. Head/Neck Injury (5)
3. Respiratory (18) 8. Substance Abuse (5)
4. Motor Vehicle Accident  (16) 9. Diabetic Reaction (4)
5. Cardiac Pain (8)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 167
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 14
Non Emergency Calls: 5
Total Calls: 186
Total Hours Out: 307:02
Total Volunteer Hours: 1,714.5

Total Calls Year-to-date:    1,756
Please support your local Volunteer Rescue Squad. They support you!

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The race for the
three open seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is an
important one this year.

Republican candidates Wally K.
Shackell, Al Dill and Esther D.
Guzman-Malcolm hope to break
through the 9-0 Democratic lock on
the Board.

Democratic opponents are current
Vice Chair Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester
Holmes.

Mrs. Guzman-Malcolm, a retired
Union County Sheriff’s officer, said
she is concerned about the environ-
ment in Union County, especially

with the coming waste transfer sta-
tion in Linden, which will bring five
billion pounds of trash from New
York into Union County. That is in
addition to the medical waste facil-
ity also coming to Linden.

“I take issue with the Freeholder
scholarship program,” Mrs. Guzman-
Malcolm said. She noted that in-
stead, Union County College should
stabilize tuition, which would allow
more students to attend. “It would be
more inclusive,” she said.

She said that she brings 25 years of
law enforcement experience with her
to the Board and will use that expe-
rience to study the law enforcement
needs of Union County in order to
keep families safe.

She also noted that she and her
fellow Republican candidates hope
to be a voice for the Republicans
of the county. She takes issue with
the 9-0 advantage the Democrats
hold on the Board, asking “What
happened to the two-party sys-
tem?”

Mr. Shackell said that he would
like to see the Board restored to its
rightful position, of a policy and
planning board. He noted that the
current Board’s trend of bestowing
citations and awards is “not what
they’re there for.”

Instead, Mr. Shackell said, “They
are the stewards of a $306 million
budget.”

He would like to see there be more
public discourse on issues in the
county, saying that in his time as
Mayor of Cranford he tried to be as
open as possible with its citizens. He
also admonished the current Board,
saying “they do not play straight
with the public.”

He said that they have kept impor-
tant issues from the public, instead
of solving those issues. One such
issue is that of the budget surplus,
which has gone from $45 million in
January of 1999 to $9 million cur-
rently.

He said that “there are serious
problems in Union County,” noting
that there needs to be more checks
and balances. One problem he sees is
the “inefficiency of county govern-
ment” and the duplication of ser-
vices within a county’s municipali-
ties. He said that taxpayers could be
saved millions of dollars if munici-
palities shared services, such as Pub-
lic Works.

Mr. Shackell brings with him “a
wealth of municipal government ex-
perience.”

Mr. Mirabella, the Democratic Vice
Chair of the current Board is running
for re-election. “We would like to
continue the progress we’ve made
over the last three years.”

Some of that progress includes
lowering and stabilizing taxes and
supporting the Open Space program
in the county with Pocket Park Grants.
Also, the Freeholders have begun a
scholarship program, which has
helped over 200 people attend Union
County College, according to Mr.
Mirabella. Access 2000, another
Freeholder initiative put computers
in every school district in the county.

In addition, the year 2000 has
been “The Year of the Senior” with
three main Freeholder initiatives
focusing on the county’s senior citi-
zen population. These programs
are, Senior Focus which provided
funds for building or renovating
senior facilities, Seniors in Mo-
tion, providing transportation and
Senior Scholars, allowing senior
citizens to take courses at Union
County College.

“We have built an economic de-
velopment strategy that is a legacy
we’d like to build upon.”

Presbyterian Church
To Host Turkey Drive

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will host a Tur-
key Drive on Saturday, November
18, to help the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey provide a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner to those in need.

People are asked to bring frozen,
never-thawed turkeys to the church
parking lot on Mountain Avenue be-
tween 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Volunteers
will be waiting outside to receive
turkey donations and to issue re-
ceipts.

If they prefer, individuals may
make financial donations which will
enable the FoodBank to purchase
turkeys at wholesale prices. Checks
made out to the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey may be
mailed to 31 Evans Terminal Road,
Hillside, 07205. “Turkey Drive”
should be written on the outside of
the envelope.

For more information on the work
of the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey, including volunteer opportu-
nities, please call (908) 355-3663.

Rutgers Cooperative
Slates Class on Use

Of Herbs for Healing
WESTFIELD – Rutgers Coopera-

tive Extension of Union County will
offer a class on the medicinal uses of
herbs on Tuesday, November 21,
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Dr. Karen M. Ensle will discuss
the latest research on popular herbs.
The class will take place at 300
North Avenue, East, first floor audi-
torium, in Westfield. Registration is
required and may be done by calling
(908) 654-9854.

All classes are open to the public
without regard to race, sex, age, color,
disability or handicap or national
origin. There is a $5 fee for the cost
of materials.

Integrating Passion into Life
Will be Focus of Workshop

WESTFIELD – As part of their
ongoing Community Education
Workshop series, Women for
Women of Union County will offer
“All This and Passion, Too: Inte-
grating What You Love into your
Everyday Life” on Monday, No-
vember 20, at 7:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The workshop will be led by Joan
Framo Runfola, who has extensive
experience in private and group
therapy and is Associate Executive
Director at Cancer Care, Inc. in
Millburn.

Ms. Runfola will help participants
identify and discard unfulfilling
goals and prepare them to begin to
truly integrate the things they love
into their daily lives. Admission is
free, but there is a suggested $5
donation. To register, please call
(908) 322-6007.

Women for Women recently relo-
cated its headquarters from Garwood
to 1801 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains. A non-profit agency target-
ing the needs of women and chil-
dren, it offers self-help support
groups, plus short-term, low-cost
individual counseling and legal re-
ferral services to the Union County
community.

For more information, please call

(908) 322-6007. Newsletters will
be forwarded to anyone requesting
them.

JCC to Present Program
On Holiday-Related Issues

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Early
Childhood Programming Commit-
tee of the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey will
sponsor a program entitled “Illumi-
nating Issues” on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 28, at 7:30 p.m. at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey, Wilf Jewish Community Cam-
pus, 1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Admission is free.

A panel discussion with Rabbi
George Nudell of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains, Shari
Bloomberg of Jewish Family Ser-
vice and Patti Kahn of The Solomon

Schechter Day School will focus on
ways to make the holidays meaning-
ful to the family and to maintain
respect with family and friends.

The panelists will also make sug-
gestions on how to answer children’s
questions about the December holi-
days.

Time will be allotted for the audi-
ence to ask questions related to the
holidays and holiday observances in
public schools. Reservations are en-
couraged and may be made by call-
ing Susan Bennett, Early Childhood
Director for the JCC, at (908) 889-
8800.

Four Candidates Seek
 To Fill Two Seats

On Mountainside Council
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Competing
for two seats on the Mountainside
Borough Council are four candidates:
Democrats John Shackelford and
Steve Brociner, and Republicans Bill
Lane and incumbent Thomas
Perrotta.

While there are two newcomers to
this year’s race, Mr. Shackelford and
Mr. Lane, there are also two sea-
soned candidates. Mr. Perrotta has
served on the council for the past five
years and Mr. Brociner ran unsuc-
cessfully on the Democratic line for
the past two years.

Both Mr. Lane and Mr. Perrotta
are focusing on young families, edu-
cation and recreational opportuni-
ties for children and seniors alike.
Mr. Lane said that there is a growing
population of children and seniors
within the borough. He said he wants
to make sure that there are recre-
ational programs that are geared to-
ward both. He also is in very strong
support of sharing services with other
towns and looks to increase that trend
within the borough.

Mr. Lane also stated that he
strongly supports the borough’s use
of outside sources to help pay for
borough expenses,  noting that there
are many times when the current
government applies for and receives
federal, state and county grants with
which to pay for or subsidize bor-
ough expenses.

Mr. Lane said, “If elected I will
work to control property taxes through
a sound fiscal policy of minimizing
municipal expenses and maximizing
income and aid from outside sources.”

He concluded by saying that he
and his wife, Doreen, have lived
within the borough for five years and
have had two children since they
have been there.

“We have established strong com-
munity ties here and developed many
lasting friendships. I feel as if I have
a vested interest in the future of
Mountainside,” he noted.

Mr. Perrotta also said that he feels
he has a vested interest in
Mountainside as well as a responsi-
bility to the borough to continue to
serve the community that he has
grown up in. He also said it is impor-
tant for the borough to maintain and
expand on recreational programs for
all who live in Mountainside, espe-
cially the growing youth and senior
populations.

Mr. Perrotta stated that both his
and his wife’s family are all from
Mountainside and that he wants to
continue strong government in
Mountainside for his daughter. The
incumbent candidate noted that he
wants to continue to keep a low-
effective tax rate for the borough,
noting that the tax rate is much lower
in Mountainside that other towns
that have similar property values. He
said that the current government has
recently taken a proactive role in
maintaining the infrastructure of the
borough with the new bond ordi-
nance to maintain and repair roads,
sewers and drainage systems within
Mountainside. He noted that “it is
extremely cost effective to keep these
systems well maintained.”

Both Mr. Shackelford and Mr.
Brociner are stating that they are
offering citizens of the borough fresh
voices on the council. They both
stated that they feel taxes are too
high and that they feel the $5.7 mil-
lion bond ordinance for the repair of
the borough’s infrastructure is nega-
tive because it will increase taxes.

Mr. Shackelford stated that to lower
capital improvements in the future
he would develop a long-term main-
tenance program for all borough
buildings and equipment. He said he
feels that his business experience
will be an asset to Mountainside.

He noted that he thinks the current
government could have taken advan-
tage of more savings for the bond
ordinance by stating “the borough
has failed to take advantage of con-
siderable savings for this project that
could have been realized through
utilization of the County Improve-
ment Authority’s professional ser-
vices and bonding capacity.”

Mr. Shackeford stated that he will
strive to eliminate all expense allow-
ances and never allow salaries for
elected officials. He stated that he will
further reduce borough expenses by
lowering legal and engineering fees of
around $350,000 a year by contracting
them out on a bidding basis.

Mr. Brociner echoed the sentiments
of Mr. Shackelford by stating that he
also has years of business experience
he wishes to bring to the borough.

He stated, “This year the voters are
faced with the tax, borrow and spend
proposals of the party in power. We
need fresh voices on Borough Coun-
cil that will halt reckless spending
and bring fiscal prudence to our local
affairs.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: October 26, 2000

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1172-2000
(Amending Resolution No. 890-2000)
AWARDED TO: Partners Healthcare, 70

Jackson Drive, Cranford, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide an additional one

(1) month of enteral nutrition and urological/
ostomy services for the patients/residents
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

COST: In an additional amount of $5,500,
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$40,700.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 11/02/00, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: October 26, 2000

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1173-2000
(Amending Resolution No. 1613-99)
AWARDED TO: NeighborCare, 121

Algonquin Parkway, Whippany, New Jer-
sey.

SERVICES: To provide additional phar-
maceutical services for the patients/resi-
dents at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

COST: In an additional amount of
$125,000, for a new contract amount not to
exceed $688,000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 11/02/00, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PLAYGROUND DEDICATED…Mayor Martin L. Marks cuts the ribbon dedicating the new Modular Playground at
Kramer Manor Park in Scotch Plains, as Alexander Mirabella, Vice-Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, far left, and members of the Scotch Plains Township Council, Recreation Commission and the community
look on. Kramer Manor received a complete face-lift thanks to a $100,000 Pocket Park grant from the county and $200,000
in funding from the township’s General and Capital Accounts.

Irritable Bowel Group
To Meet Tomorrow

SUMMIT – The monthly meeting
of the support group for individuals
with Irritable Bowel Syndrome will
be held tomorrow, Friday, Novem-
ber 3, from 7 to 8 p.m. in Conference
Room 1 at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

The group is free and open to
anyone concerned with problems
related to IBS. Parking in the Over-
look garage is also free to those
attending the group. For more infor-
mation, please call the New Jersey
Self-Help Clearing House at (800)
367-6247.

Flu Immunizations
Slated for November

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap in Township

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold the
monthly Hypertension (High Blood
Pressure) Screening Clinic on Mon-
day, November 13, from 10 a.m. to
noon in the Scotch Plains Public
Library Community Room, 1927
Bartle Avenue.

The free clinic is designed to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pres-
sure. Individuals over the age of 30
who smoke or are overweight, or
have a family history of heart disease
or diabetes, and have not had their
blood pressure checked recently are
urged to attend.

Library Friends Plan
Annual Mini-Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
has announced that the library will
hold its annual mini-book sale
throughout the month of November.

“There is a very large assortment
of books for sale, at prices starting at
only 50 cents for paperbacks and $1
for hard covers. We’ve got fiction
and non-fiction, including many re-
cent bestsellers,” said Friends Presi-
dent Ted Czarnomski.

“There is also a good supply of
cookbooks, craft books, children’s
books and “how-to” books,” he
added. “These books are all in very
good condition.”

The sale will be held inside the
Scotch Plains Public Library, located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue, during regu-

lar library hours throughout the
month of November.

GENEROUS DONATIONS...On Thursday, October 19, Valley National Bank donated 397 new books to the Children’s
Collection at Scotch Plains Library. Each book bears a book plate signed by local residents. This donation was to celebrate
the one year anniversary for the Scotch Plains office of Valley National Bank and the 200th anniversary of the Scotch
Plains Library. Pictured, left to right, are: Lorrie Jairdullo, AVP-BR Manager of Valley National Bank, Ann Luerssen,
Children’s Librarian at Scotch Plains Library, and Vivian Marek, Cataloger at the Library.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains Health Department
has announced that free influ-
enza immunizations will be given
on Thursday, November 9, from
9:30 a.m. to noon at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusa-
lem Road, and on Thursday, No-
vember 16, at St. John’s Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, from
10 a.m. to noon.

The immunization will be of-
fered to residents age 55 and older
(proof required) and is recom-
mended for people with diabetes,
heart, lung or kidney disease.
Senior citizens are reminded to
bring their Medicare number/card
with them.

Anyone who is allergic to eggs,
chicken, chicken feathers or
chicken dander should not receive
this vaccine without first consult-
ing their physician.

Million Mom County Chapter Slates
Meeting for Nov. 11; Seeks New Members

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Chapter of the Million Mom
March is seeking new members to
join in the effort to educate and advo-
cate for safer communities by reduc-
ing the toll of gun violence in today’s
society, particularly among youth.

Members are calling for strict over-
sight of the gun industry (such as
consumer product safety standards)
and limits on handgun access and
use. Their primary policy goal is to
establish a nationwide system of gun
licensing and registration.

In addition, a youth-led compre-
hensive gun trauma prevention pro-
gram will be established and the
local group will aid in a new national

effort to provide resources to victims
of gun violence.

The first meeting for chapter mem-
bers will take place on Saturday,
November 11, at 9 a.m. in Westfield.
For further information and an appli-
cation for membership, please con-
tact MMMUnionNJ@aol.com or call
Julia at (908) 389-1970.

Officers will be elected and an
agenda will be set for upcoming
events and activities. Working com-
mittees need volunteers, although
participation on a working commit-
tee is not required for membership.

Chapter membership for “mothers
and others” is $20 for individuals,
$40 for families and $10 for youth

and senior citizens. Victims and sur-
vivors of gun violence are given spe-
cial consideration.

St. Helen’s Parish
To Sponsor Program
For Parents Nov. 14

WESTFIELD – St. Helen’s Parish
Center, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, will sponsor a
program for parents on Tuesday,
November 14, at 8 p.m.

“Developing a Child with Values
and Morals” will feature Peg
Pipchick, a clinical nursing special-
ist based in Cranford, who works
with children, adolescents and adults
in individual, marriage and family
therapy.

She will explore the ways parents
can foster internal moral structures
in children up to age 12. Other topics
will include the mixed messages
about values and morals in modern
society and the relationship between
self-esteem and morals. In addition,
she will reflect on the spiritual, as
well as the emotional, aspects of
family life.

Standardized Test Results Examined
By SP-F BOE; DECA Honored

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Supervisor
of Math and Technology for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Schools Dan Simon
offered the Board of Education and
members of the public the “Cliff
Notes” version of district students’
performance on recent standardized
tests in grades four, eight and eleven
during the October 23 board meet-
ing.

“We’re very pleased with the re-
sults we have here in Scotch Plains,”
said Mr. Simon, who explained the
tests are based on the Core Content
Curriculum Standards implemented
by the state in 1997. The tests are
designed to assess student
proficiencies in a variety of areas,
namely Math, Science and Language
Arts/Literacy. The tests are gradu-
ally being expanded to test
proficiencies in other areas such as

World Languages and Performing
Arts.

Unexpectedly poor performance
in the Language Arts portion of the
Elementary School Performance
Assessment (ESPA) by fourth grad-
ers across the state in the spring of
1999 and 2000 caused a furor among
educators and parents alike.

The upset resulted in the state’s re-
scoring of that portion of the test for
both years by shaving off a couple
points from each student’s raw score.
This allowed more students to dem-
onstrate proficiency in language arts
skills.

In re-scoring results, said Mr.
Simon, the state “got the scores to
where (test authors and educators)
expected them to be.”

Dr. Nancy Lubarski, Supervisor of
Language Arts and Social Studies
for middle school students, predicted
that scores can be expected to im-

prove as the school curricula be-
comes more aligned to the state stan-
dards.

She said, “The gap is closing be-
tween test skills and classroom skills,
between the content of the test and
the content of the curriculum.

Board Member Linda Nelson asked
Mr. Simon for a school-by-school
comparison of test performance.

Craig Nowlin of Scotch Plains
asked Assistant Superintendent for
Instruction Dr. Kathleen Regan how
the board and administration use the
standardized test scores.

Dr. Regan explained the district
looks at performance over the past
several years to see if there is a
pattern, to determine “where we need
to do more in terms of curriculum.”

She also said the district looks at
how a student’s work is evaluated by
test scorers compared to how it is
assessed by district teachers.

During the meeting, the board sa-
luted members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Chapter of
the Distributive Education Club of
America (DECA) for continuing the
organization’s “commitment to com-
munity service” through a “rich tra-
dition of leadership, involvement,
achievement and success.”

DECA members briefed the board
on the club’s numerous year-long
activities, which include hosting a
Thanksgiving Day Dinner for the
homeless, adopting nearly 90 home-
less families for the holidays and
providing gifts for each, preparing
and distributing food baskets to needy
families, regularly visiting Ashbrook
Nursing Home residents, providing
computer courses for local residents
and planning the Memorial Day Pa-
rade.

The board and students also ac-
knowledged the dedicated, behind-
the-scenes efforts of DECA advisor
Donald Cababe, who moved quietly
around the room snapping photo-
graphs of his students during their
presentations.

Workshop at Library
To Address ‘Busyness’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present a spe-
cial workshop entitled “Beyond
Busyness” on Monday, November
13, at 7:30 p.m.

Presented by Dr. Eileen Kennedy-
Moore, a clinical psychotherapist
with a practice in Westfield, this
program will explore the epidemic
of busyness in American culture and
offer practical strategies for coping
with fully-filled schedules and find-
ing personal fulfillment.

All are welcome to attend. Regis-
tration is now underway. For further
information, please visit the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street, or
call (908) 789-4090.

Floral Designer to Present
Program to Local Clubs
WESTFIELD — “Floral Trends

and Traditions” will be the theme of
the annual joint meeting of the Rake
and Hoe Club and the Garden Club
of Westfield at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on Tuesday,
November 14, at 12:30 p.m.

Scott Page, a floral designer, will
demonstrate his novel approach to
floral designs, incorporating “high
end” flowers with artistic flair. Mr.
Page has created designs for homes,
weddings and special events
throughout the tri-state area at his
Sea Girt shop, Floral Trends & Tra-
ditions.

Garden Club of Westfield mem-
bers providing flower arrangements
at the Westfield Memorial Library
during November include Charlon
Clark, Jennie Williams, Dot Archer
and Dariel Belcher.

Program on Osteoporosis
Scheduled at Overlook

SUMMIT – Members of the pub-
lic are invited to attend “Boning Up
on Osteoporosis,” a free lecture by
Dr. Robert Rosenbaum, on Wednes-
day, November 8, from 7 to 9 p.m.
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Dr. Rosenbaum will discuss the
latest news on the prevention, di-
agnosis and treatment of osteoporo-
sis. The lecture, co-sponsored by
Hologic and Merck Pharmaceuti-
cals, will take place in the Wallace

Auditorium, located off the main
lobby. Registration for the event is
recommended but not required.

For more information, or to reg-
ister, please call Atlantic Health
System at (800) AHS-9580.

Overlook will conduct a free bone
density screening at the hospital on
Wednesday, November 15, from 10
a.m. to noon. For more information
or to register for the screening,
please call (800) AHS-9580.

www.goleader.com

Car Campaign to Aid
Boys and Girls Clubs
AREA – The Mothers Against

Drunk Driving (MADD) New Jersey
State Office has announced that the
organization is holding a car cam-
paign to raise funds for local Boys
and Girls Clubs.

The Boys and Girls Clubs will
pick up most any car that is in opera-
tional condition. Cars below 1980
can not be accepted. Cars must be
intact and the Certificate of Title
must be presented at the time of
pickup.

Not only do the Boys and Girls
Clubs benefit from the sale of each
vehicle, the person donating it may
also be able to claim a tax deduction
if they itemize their taxes. The Inter-
nal Revenue Service requires the
donor to determine the fair market
value.

For more information, please call
(800) 720-6233.

� Obituaries �
Harriet Bluhm, 91

Harriet Rohrbaugh Bluhm, 91,
of Vero Beach, Fla., died on Mon-
day, October 23, at her home in
Indian River Estates.

Mrs. Bluhm and her late hus-
band, Henry, had lived in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area for more than
25 years before retiring to Florida
in the mid-1970s.

Surviving are a son, Henry Bluhm
of Schodack, N.Y.

A memorial service will be held
at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, Novem-
ber 6, at Indian River Estates in
Vero Beach.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
Questar II Autistic Fund, 200
Schurman Road, Castleton, N.Y.,
12033.

November 2, 2000

Daniel S. Montross, 87
Daniel S. Montross, 87, of

Barnegat died on Sunday, October
29, at the Atlantic City Medical Cen-
ter in Pomana.

Born in Fanwood, he had lived in
Hunterdon County.

Mr. Montross had been employed
by the Lipton Tea Company in
Flemington for six years. He also
worked in the Environmental Ser-
vices Department at Southern Ocean
County Hospital in Manahawkin.

He was a former member of the
Stafford Township and the Barnegat
Township first aid squads.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Elizabeth “Betty” Montross, in 1997,
and by two sons, Daniel Montross in
1994 and Thomas Montross this year.

Surviving are a son, Donald
Montross of Flemington; a daughter,
Deborah Nagle of Doylestown, Pa.;
11 grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Private services were arranged by
the Maxwell Funeral Home in
Manahawkin.

November 2, 2000
Roman J. Lewycky, 92
Roman J. Lewycky, 92, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, October 28,
at Rahway Hospital in Rahway.

A native of the Ukraine, Mr.
Lewycky had been the Choir Direc-
tor at the Ukrainian Catholic Church
of the Assumption in Perth Amboy
for 30 years. Earlier, he had worked
in the same capacity at St. Vladimir’s
Church in Elizabeth for 20 years and
at St. George’s Church in New York
City for 10 years.

He sang at Kean College in Union,
now Kean University, and at ethnic
festivals in New Jersey, performing
on the bandura, a multi-stringed in-
strument.

Surviving are his wife of 65 years,
Irene Lewycky, his wife of 65 years;
a son, George S. Lewycky; a daugh-
ter, Nela Marie Gerus; four grand-
children and a great-grandchild.

Services were held on Tuesday,
October 31, in the Ukrainian Catho-
lic Church of the Assumption.

Arrangements were handled by
the Zylka Funeral Home in Perth
Amboy.

November 2, 2000
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Concepts & Thought

Brian Dyke Attends
Liberal Arts In Action
Event at Susquehanna
WESTFIELD – Brian Dyke of

Westfield was among over 130 high
school students who attended
Susquehanna University’s fourth
annual Liberal Arts in Action Day on
October 2.

Brian was introduced to careers in
humanities and social science, and
participated in workshops on educa-
tion, history, Jewish studies, modern
languages, music, philosophy, pho-
tography, political science, psychol-
ogy, and sociology and anthropol-
ogy.

Brian also attended a panel dis-
cussion about career opportunities
available to graduates of liberal arts
programs.

A student at Westfield High
School, Brian participated in the
psychology workshop.

UniversityUniversityUniversityUniversityUniversity
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Turner Davis Yevich
Welcomed at Babson
WESTFIELD – Turner Davis

Yevich, the son of Robert Hudsco
and Elizabeth Yevich of Westfield,
has entered his first year of studies at
Babson College in Babson Park,
Mass.

DECA’s Annual Toy Drive
Aimed to Aid Needy,

Homeless During Holidays

WELCOME NEW TEACHERS…Thirteen new teachers were welcomed into the faculty of Union Catholic High School
for the 2000-2001 school year. Pictured, left to right, are: James Reagan, Jr. of Scotch Plains (Mathematics, Recruitment
and Coaching); Richard Planner of Union; Jay Marino of West Orange, Jared Barbin of Fanwood (English and
Journalism); David Lamothe of Colts Neck; Julio Arboleda of Piscataway, James Venezia of Westfield (Criminology and
Law, Assistant to the Principal and Transportation Coordinator); back row, Cheri Addison of Weehawken; Laura Lubin
of Cranford; Colleen Brennan of Fanwood (Social Studies); Altagracia Hicks of Westfield (Spanish); and Sister Eloise
Claire of Scotch Plains (Freshman Advisor). Religion teacher Kevin Donahue of Nutley is not pictured. Ms. Brennan, Mr.
Reagan and Mr. Venezia are Union Catholic graduates.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter, an Association of Market-
ing Students, will sponsor its 10th
Annual Toy Drive to help the needy
and homeless for the holiday season.

Working with the Union County
Interfaith Council and the Scotch
Plains Welfare Department, DECA
is raising funds for the purchase of
toys, clothing and household items
for over 200 children and 100 fami-
lies of the Interfaith Council.

Many of the families live in tem-
porary shelters, living in various
churches and synagogues in Union
County, until permanent housing be-
comes available.

DECA has already held a Hallow-
een Party for the children, and will
be planning a special holiday party
in December. Billed as a Toy Drive,
DECA is requesting cash donations,
to be used for the purchase of new
toys, basic clothing and household
needs.

DECA is encouraging the com-
munities in the Union County area to
join in their efforts to help these
families who are trying to rebuild
their lives.

DECA Chairperson Chris
Gawryluk noted, “The children
would not have much of a holiday to
celebrate without this effort; we are
hoping many residents and businesses
will help us; we want to make sure
that every child, and every parent
receives at least one holiday gift.”

In addition to toys, DECA has, in
the past, been able to provide basic
necessities such as shoes and socks,
underwear, shirts, jackets, linen
sheets, baskets and other items we
take for granted.

If anyone would like to make a
contribution, or if any business would
like to co-sponsor this activity, please
call DECA at (908) 889-8600 as
soon as possible. Residents and busi-
ness owners are urged to help these
special children have a happy holi-
day by showing their love during the
holiday season.

Open House Set
At UCC Nov. 18

Jefferson Elementary School Students
‘Catch the Spirit’ With Year’s Theme

WESTFIELD – Jefferson Elemen-
tary School pupils in Westfield cel-
ebrated their 2000-2001 school
theme, “Catch the Spirit,” on Friday,
October 20. Music teachers Karen
Yula and D.J. Sellers helped the chil-

dren introduce the new theme with a
song of the same title, written by Ms.
Yula.

Student representatives from each
grade discussed the fun and special
things that make Jefferson School

unique. They highlighted the activi-
ties in which they will participate
during the academic year that dem-
onstrate school spirit.

As each grade finished its presen-
tation, the student body replied, “We
made a chant and we’d like you to
hear it, we’re movin’ and growin’
and catching the spirit.”

Included in this year’s activities
will be a Thanksgiving Sharing As-
sembly with a play performed by
third and fifth graders, entitled “Give
Thanks.”

Since this is a presidential election
year, students at Jefferson School
will hold a special election of their
own and vote on issues that are im-
portant to the students. The theme
will also be incorporated into the
Winter Reading Program and An-
nual Jubilee.

In April, they will celebrate Tho-
mas Jefferson’s birthday and the
school named after him.

The Parent Teacher Organization
provided T-shirts for all students,
teachers and administrative staff,
depicting the school’s logo, a tiger,
and the theme listed below it.

THEY’VE GOT SPIRIT…During an assembly to introduce Jefferson Elemen-
tary School’s new theme, “Catch the Spirit,” students talk about the activities
they will enjoy to demonstrate their school spirit.

DECA to Provide
Thanksgiving Fare
For Area’s Needy
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter, an Association of Market-
ing students, will sponsor its 10th
annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner for
homeless and needy families on
Thanksgiving Day at the Black
United Fund Community Center
Complex located on the corner of
West Seventh Street and Central Av-
enue in Plainfield.

This dinner will include a home-
cooked turkey with all of the trim-
mings, and will be served from noon
to 3 p.m.

Over 80 students (with the help of
their parents) will cook and serve the
dinner. Those attending will be served
by DECA students at a sit-down
dinner, and will also be given take-
home dinners so they, like all fami-
lies, can enjoy their turkey leftovers
after the holiday.

DECA student Rob Bugg stated,
“Last year, over 180 guests attended
and they really appreciated the din-
ner, and the company of DECA stu-
dents.”

If any agency or organization has
clients who would be interested in
attending, please call DECA at (908)
889-8699. If residents would like to
contribute to the dinner, please call
the same telephone number.

KINDERGARTNERS MARK THE OLYMPICS…To celebrate the Olympics,
St. Paul’s Kindergarten in Westfield studied “The Land Down Under” or the
equator and all of its wonders. Kangaroos, boomerangs, koalas, platypus, the
Great Barrier Reefs and vegemite and other foods were explored.

Winners of Columbus Day
Essay Contest Announced

WESTFIELD – Four Westfield
High School students were recently
awarded cash prizes in the annual
Columbus Day Essay Contest spon-
sored by the Westfield Chapter of
UNICO National.

First place winner Kate Geenberg,
who is a ninth grader, received a
$200 bond and a certificate. Sarah
Hoban and Kate Albino, also ninth
grade pupils, and 10th grader John
Chiesa, each received a $100 bond

and a certificate as runners-up.
The essay topic for the contest,

coordinated by the Social Studies
Department of Westfield High
School, was “The Contributions of
Italian-Americans to American His-
tory and Culture.”

In addition to receiving cash prizes,
all four winners were honored by
UNICO Westfield at a Columbus Day
dinner celebration at The Westwood
in Garwood.

Club Z! Offers Tutoring,
Resources for Children

MOUNTAINSIDE – Club Z!, a
national organization recently
opened in the Union County area,
offers tutoring and educational re-
sources in all subject areas for chil-
dren of all ages and skill levels.

Anne Ruggiero, former teacher/
counselor and current Director of
Education for Club Z! In-Home Tu-
toring Services stated, “We believe
that every child can be successful.
Our goal is to make certain that your
child believes that too. We focus not
only on academics, but also on atti-
tudes toward learning.”

Certified teachers focus on the
child’s attitude, learning style and
personality while designing individu-
alized programs that make learning
fun. Tutors work one-on-one in the
convenience and comfort of the
student’s home.

“We don’t follow a set curriculum
because every child is unique,” said
Ms. Ruggiero.

Children enrolled in Club Z! re-
ceive a year’s subscription to the
organization’s educational magazine.
The magazine, which is based on
family values, is designed to create
excitement about reading and learn-
ing. Club Z! also offers books, soft-
ware, games, toys, and other activi-
ties to help children learn.

No long term commitment is re-
quired for enrollment.

“I offer a free initial visit to inter-
ested families so I can discuss the
program with them in person,” noted
Ms. Ruggiero. “We also provide the
first tutoring session free – with no
obligation to continue – so you can
see how Club Z! works for your
child.”

For more information, please call
(908) 233-6990 or (973) 376-2600.

CRANFORD – Union County
College will host an Open House
on Saturday, November 18, on
its Cranford Campus from 10
a.m. to noon in the Commons.

Information will be presented
on admissions, financial aid,
college level entrance program
(CLEP), international student
requirements, programs of
study, student activities, and
transfer opportunities to four-
year schools.

Tours of the 48-acre Cranford
campus will also be available
along with information on
UCC’s other campuses located
in Elizabeth, Plainfield and
Scotch Plains.

For more information, please
call the Office of Recruitment
at (908) 709-7518.

 Education News:
michelle@goleader.com

Newly Tenured Teachers Announced
At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
recently hosted a “Celebration of
Achievement” in honor of 29 teach-
ers and administrators who attained
tenure in the district this year.

Families, friends and colleagues
were on hand as these staff members
were recognized by the school board
for the quality performance, com-
mitment, and high standards they
have demonstrated.

Newly-tenured teachers include:
Merrie Snow (Elementary Math/Sci-
ence Supervisor), Joseph Roskin
(Brunner Elementary), Peggy Brown
(Park Middle), Stacey Opper (Park),

Glenn Van Benschoten (Terrill), Jef-
frey Ross (Brunner Principal), Lisa
Alchus (Evergreen Elementary),
Beth Risse, Ana Gomez, AnnMarie
Vinges and Anne Blauth (all from
Coles Elementary).

As well as, Suzanne Friedrichs
(Coles), Diane Kelly (K-5 Language
Arts/Social Studies Supervisor),
Anita Kraft (Park), Carla Herniter
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School), Michelle Emanuel (Terrill),
Michele Ruscavage (Guidance Coun-
selor), and Donna Katz (McGinn
Elementary).

Other honored teachers included
Tom Baylock (Evergreen), Joanne
Long and Michele Mottley
(McGinn), Angela Williams-Nash
and Mary Waters-Bilbo (Park), Luis
Rodriguez and Marge Strimple
(Terrill), Kimberly Harmer (Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School), Col-
leen Haubert (Office of Pupil Ser-

vices), Theresa Elias (Assistant Prin-
cipal at Park), and Erik Rosenmeier
(Athletic Director/Health/Physical
Education Supervisor).

Each honoree received a copy of
the book, “The Soul of Education”
by Rachael Kessler as a memento of
the occasion.

Mount Saint Mary
Academy

• Grades 9-12
• Girls/College Prep
• Gifted/Talented Program
• Varsity Sports
• Staffed by Sisters of Mercy
• Transportation Available

Entrance Testing
Saturday

November 4th • 8:30am

(908) 757-0108

1645 Highway 22
at Terrill Road

Watchung, New Jersey

A tradition of Excellence
in Education for Young Women

Pediatric Care of
Scotch Plains

Announces the opening of my new office
November 8, 2000

A.C. Banerjee, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.P., PA
Board Certified Pediatrician

First Quality Care for Your
Children’s Health

1801 East Second St., Scotch Plains
(908) 490-1707

• Single provider – one on one care

• New patients welcome

• Same day urgent visits

• Extended evening & weekend hours

• Most insurance plans accepted

IRV FINKELSTEIN, LCSW
127 South Euclid Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

908-889-4885 • ADHD911@cs.com

Help
Is
Available

ARE YOU COPING WITH...
• Family Conflict
• Anger & Rage
• Parenting Problems
• Disruptive Behavior

• Poor School Performance
• Lack of Intimacy
• Addiction
• Poor Social Relationships

• Employment / Work Problems

Attention Deficit Disorder
Addiction, Depression or Other
Personal Problems?

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
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Concepts & ThoughtMagnet High School Sets
Second Information Session
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Magnet High School for Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Technology
will host the second information ses-
sion for interested applicants and par-
ents to next September’s freshman
class. It will take place on Tuesday,
November 21, at 7 p.m. in Mancuso
Hall.

The Magnet School is located on the
campus of the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains.

The information session will an-
swer questions such as whether or not
the Magnet School is a viable alterna-
tive to traditional education. Curricu-
lum at the school, admissions and other
information will be provided.

The Magnet School offers an inten-
sive engineering and design technol-
ogy-based curriculum. The program
prepares students for entry into a bac-

calaureate degree program. The school,
in collaboration with Union County
College, provides the opportunity for
students to earn up to a year of college
credits prior to high school graduation.

For more information and to make
reservations for the session, please call
the Admissions Office at (908) 889-
3800, Extension No. 201.

Courses for Senior Citizens
Offered at County College

CRANFORD – This fall, due to
funding from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, Union County

College will offer free non-credit courses
to senior citizens through its Division of
Continuing Education and Community
Services.

Offered on the Cranford, Elizabeth
and Plainfield campuses, a variety of
popular courses including classes in
fine arts, health and fitness will be avail-
able at no charge to seniors (60 years of
age and older) who are Union County
residents. The next group of courses
will commence on Tuesday, November
7.

Courses offered include Beginning
Sculpture, Beginning Drama, Drawing
and Sketching, Sing-a-long, Watercolor,
Colored Pencils, Therapeutic Art In-
struction, Pastel, Collage, Photography,
Yoga, Natural Healing: Reiki, Tai Chi
Chuan, Aromatherapy, Country/West-
ern Line Dancing and Movement and
Meditation.

Since class size is limited, early en-
rollment is encouraged. For more infor-
mation on these courses, please call the
Division of Continuing Education and
Community Services at (908) 709-7600.

SPRUCING UP FOR FALL…Jefferson Elementary School’s annual Sub and
Soda Picnic was enjoyed by students and their families. This year, Parent
Teacher Organization volunteers began the event early with the sale of pump-
kins and mums. A table was set up for children to paint the pumpkins. Bales of
hay were provided by the PTO and families brought supplies to build their own
scarecrows. More than 50 scarecrows were created. Jefferson School parent
Nicole McInerney was the DJ for the festivities. Families set up blankets on the
lawn in front of the school and savored a picnic dinner of heroes, chips, salads
and refreshments provided by a local delicatessen. For dessert, the fifth grade
class held a bake sale to raise money for their year-end party. Pictured above,
a parent creates a scarecrow during the festivities.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Grads
Named Advanced Placement Pupils

SCOTCH PLAINS – Twenty-five
students in the Class of 2000 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) have been named Advanced
Placement (AP) Scholars by the Col-
lege Board in recognition of their
exceptional achievement on the col-
lege-level AP Examinations they took
in the spring of this year.

Only about 13 percent of the more

than 700,000 students who took AP
Examinations in May 2000 per-
formed at a sufficiently high level to
merit such recognition.

Top performing students at SPFHS
on May 2000 AP Exams were:
Michael Albert, Katarzyna
Bartoszynska, Jessica Biegelson,
Ankur Dalal, Kevin Grinberg, Jay
Harris, Chitra Kalyanaraman, David
Loewinger, Michael Loewinger,
Amanda Rice and Justin Ross.

Justin qualified for the “AP Scholar
with Distinction Award” by earning
an average grade of at least 3.5 on all
AP Exams taken, and grades of 3 or
higher on five or more of these ex-
ams.

Students who qualified for the “AP
Scholar with Honors Award” in-
cluded: Justin Brodersen, Evan Flath,
Travis Kipping, Jacqueline Klock,
Timothy Pai, Rebecca Silver and
Debra Slaugh. These students re-
ceived an average grade of at least
3.25 on all AP Exams taken and
grades of 3 or higher on four or more
of these tests.

Cara Bristol, Kevin Cummo, James
L’Heureux, Sofiya Potashnik, Aneesa
Sataur, Jennifer Savage and Jeremy
White were named AP Scholars for
receiving grades of 3 or higher on
three or more AP Exams.

Overall at SPFHS, 146 students
took a combined total of 255 AP
Examinations in 20 different subject
areas and achieved a school AP grade
average of 4.05. Twenty-four per-
cent of all scores received were 5’s,
the highest possible score. Top-rank-
ing SPFHS graduates are continuing
their studies at some of the nation’s
finest colleges and universities, in-
cluding Stanford, Yale, Cornell, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, Columbia,
Johns Hopkins, University of Michi-
gan, among others.

VISITING WITH THE
SENATOR…New Jersey State Sena-
tor Donald T. DiFrancesco enjoyed an
informal exchange with fourth and
fifth grade students at Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains dur-
ing a recent visit there to celebrate
“Legislators Back to School Day.”
During the event, part of a nationwide
movement to promote the public’s
understanding of the workings of state
government, Senator DiFrancesco
described the role of legislators in a
representative democracy and an-
swered many enthusiastic questions
from his young audience.

Reunions Announced
At Union Catholic

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains will hold
several class reunions:

• Class of 1970 – Friday, November 24,
at Acquaviva d’Elle Fontini Restaurant in
Westfield. For more information, please
call Mike Ventura at (908) 277-2410.

• Class of 1975 – Saturday, November
25, at the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley
Heights. Please call Renee Hassen at
rhassen10@aol.com or (732) 499-7086
for more information.

• Class of 1990 – Friday, November 24,
at The Westwood in Garwood. Please
contact pdurkin769@aol.com.

Student Government
At Vo-Tech School
Elects Officer Slate
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Stu-

dent Government at Union
County Vocational-Technical
High School (UCVTS) has
elected officers for the coming
year.

For the A.M. Session, they are
Taylor Armstrong of Roselle,
President (Cosmetology II);
Jared Womley of Westfield, Vice-
President (Graphic Communi-
cations); Sarah Jasper of Rahway,
Secretary (Child Development);
Michael Barbosa of Linden,
Treasurer (Maintenance Me-
chanics).

For the P.M. Session, they are
Padaro Wilkins of Roselle, Presi-
dent (Law Enforcement); Jes-
sica Owens of Rahway, Vice
President (Cosmetology); Tayah
Ragland or Roselle, Secretary
(Office Systems Technology);
Racquel Cassells of Summit,
Treasurer (Cosmetology).

James Nardi is instructor of
Electrical Technology at UCVTS
and also serves as advisor to the
Student Government.

Tours of WHS Bond
Projects Offered  On-Line
WESTFIELD — As a result of a

recommendation from the Citizens Advi-
sory Committee to construct an addition
and make renovations to Westfield High
School, the public can now “tour” the
facility on-line at http://westfieldnj.com,
clicking onto “schoolbond.”

“Several areas of the high school that
the Committee targeted for replacement
or renovation can now be viewed on the
web in images and text,” stated Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William Foley.

“We want to make information about
the proposed bond referendum avail-
able to as many residents as possible
and at a time convenient to them,” stated
Dr. Foley. “The Web site can be ac-
cessed any time, day or night.”

Actual tours of the high school will
be arranged in November. Dates will be
announced in the near future.

A special feature in the
westfieldnj.com Web site includes an
on-going bulletin board of questions
and answers about the proposed bond.
Dr. Foley will reply to all the on-line
inquiries and encourages the public to
communicate in this way.

Other information available at the
Web site will be a facts sheet regarding
the proposed improvements, the final
report of the Citizens Advisory
Committee’s recommendations and an
application for an absentee ballot.

The Westfield Board of Education
accepted the Citizens Advisory
Committee’s proposal to make improve-
ments at the high school, following the
Committee’s review of the current fa-
cilities and the anticipated 36 percent
enrollment growth within the next five
years. The date of the school bond elec-
tion is December 12.

BOE Reminds Residents
Of Registration Date

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education would like to re-
mind residents who are not currently
registered to vote, that they should do so
by November 13 to be eligible to vote in
the special school bond referendum elec-
tion scheduled for Tuesday, December
12, from 2–9 p.m.

If residents will not be in town for the
election on December 12, absentee bal-
lot applications are available on-line at
http://westfieldnj.com. Click onto
“school bond” for the application form
which can be printed, filled out and
mailed to the Union County Clerk in
Elizabeth no later than December 5.

Applications are also available at the
Westfield Board of Education Business
Office at 302 Elm Street, in the Westfield
public school offices, and in the
Westfield Municipal Building, as well
as in the Office of the Union County
Clerk in Elizabeth.

More information about the proposed
referendum which would provide addi-
tional space and improvements in the
school which faces a 36 percent enroll-
ment growth in the next five years, is
available at the http://westfieldnj.com
Web site, as well as in the offices of the
Superintendent at 302 Elm Street.

WINSTON is an independent day school for

intellectually capable elementary and middle

school age children with learning

disabilities. THE WINSTON SCHOOL helps

students reach their full potential in a

welcoming and stimulating environment.

WINSTON is accredited by the Middle States
Association of  Schools and Colleges.

WINSTON does not discriminate by race,
creed, gender, or ethnic origin.

THE WINSTON SCHOOL
100 East Lane    Short Hills, NJ

You are cordially invited to attend our

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, November 9, 2000

or
Tuesday, December 5, 2000

9am � 11am
 RSVP (973) 379-4114

Language
Center

908-522-0622
95 Summit Avenue
Summit, NJ 07901

� All Languages
� Free Evaluation
� Children's Programs
� Tutoring All Ages
� Travel Courses

� Accent Reduction
� TOEFL-TOEIC Prep
� Translation Services
� Cross-cultural Programs
� 300 Centers Worldwide
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Caregivers to Meet
At St. Helen’s Center
WESTFIELD – A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones meets on
the first non-holiday Monday of each
month at 8 p.m. in the Parish Center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lambert’s Mill Road in
Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will take
place on Monday, November 6. For
more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan, at (908) 232-1867.

Scotch Plains Women
Announce Program

On Genealogical Roots
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Woman’s Club will meet on
Wednesday, November 8, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at 820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains, at noon. Lunch will be served
following the business meeting.

John Celardo of Fanwood will
present a program at 1:15 p.m. en-
titled “Tracing Genealogical Roots.”
Members of the public are invited to
attend this portion of the meeting.
Mr. Celardo has worked for the Na-
tional Archives and Records Admin-
istration since 1970.

Westfield D.A.R. Announces
November Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (D.A.R.) will
hold its Executive Board Meeting on
Monday, November 6, at 7:30 p.m.
at the home of Mrs. John Lawson in
Scotch Plains.

The regular chapter meeting will
take place on Friday, November 17,
at 7:45 p.m. Featured will be a pro-
gram entitled “History of Antique
Clocks,” narrated by David Morgan.

Mr. Morgan is a restorer of antique
clocks, including the famous time-
piece on Journal Square in Jersey
City.

That meeting will be held in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. Individuals with
inquiries about this program, or who
are interested in joining the D.A.R.,
may call Chapter Registrar Lillian
Blauvelt at (908) 232-8674.

Fanwood Memorial Library
Posts Movies For November
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library’s Friday Film Festival
will continue with two offerings during
the month of November. All films are
free and begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fanwood Room downstairs in the li-
brary, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

The Red Violin (Rated R) will be pre-
sented tomorrow, Friday, November 3.
Directed by Francois Girard, it recounts
the journey of a famous Nicolo Bussotti
violin from its creation in 17th century
Italy through its arrival in Montreal, where

a collector tries to establish the
instrument’s identity and secrets.

On November 17, the library will
present A Night at the Opera (1935),
featuring the Marx Brothers in what many
believe is their best film.

The movies will be shown on the
library’s new large screen television, and
snacks will be available. The series is co-
sponsored by the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

AARP Chapter to Hear Talk
On Dealing With Utilities

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next regular meeting on
Monday, November 6, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The social period will begin at 1
p.m., followed by the meeting at
1:30 p.m. Afterwards, guest speaker
Hollie Bailey of the New Jersey Citi-
zen Action Coalition will explain the
history of the new billing procedures
and options, discuss the tools needed
to compare offers and highlight con-
sumer protections and service guar-
antees.

She will also answer questions and
identify additional sources of infor-
mation.

Meeting attendees are asked to
bring canned and boxed grocery items
to be donated to poor, homeless and
temporarily unemployed individu-
als.

Reservations may also be made at
the meeting for the Christmas Lun-
cheon, which will be held on Mon-
day, December 4, at noon at The
Westwood in Garwood. The cost of
the luncheon, including gratuity, is
$16. For additional information,
please call Luncheon Chairwoman
Marie Stock at (908) 925-2536.

Reservations for a trip to Radio

City Music Hall for the Christmas
Show are filled. The next trip will be
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Thursday, February 15, for the com-
edy Nuptials.

Tickets for the trip, including lunch
and deluxe bus transportation, are
$45 and will be available at the No-
vember 6 meeting. Future overnight
trips will also be announced at that
time.

Free yarn and patterns are avail-
able for AARP members who would
like to knit by calling Madeline
Roeben at (908) 233-3876.

Antiques Appraiser to Visit
Fanwood Library Monday

FANWOOD – On Monday, No-
vember 6, at 7:30 p.m., the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
present “Going, Going, Gone,” featur-
ing appraiser Ron Norris, President of
Norris Auctions, at the library.

Mr. Norris will give the audience
inside information on buying and sell-
ing antiques, including terms, tips and
tools of the trade, and how to care for
valuables. He will appraise one item
per attendee.

Mr. Norris has appeared on Fox’s
Cable Network Collectibles Show and

is an instructor for Community Adult
Education in Somerset.

Programs such as this are made pos-
sible through fundraising efforts by the
Friends on behalf of the library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The Friends have recently expanded
their fundraising efforts and are now
selling T-shirts for $12, in addition to
their annual membership drive, book
and book bag sales. T-shirts and book
bags are on sale at the library.

T-shirts were recently given to all
volunteers who helped out during this
summer’s renovation project. Any vol-
unteer who did not receive a T-shirt
may pick one up at the library.

Family Investors Names
New Operations Manager

FANWOOD — Family Inves-
tors Company has announced that
Darraugh O’Brien Valli has
joined the firm as new Opera-
tions Manager and an Account
Executive.

Ms. Darraugh was formerly
with Lord, Abbett and Company
in New York City as Director of
Sales Support.

A graduate of Westfield High
School in 1987, and Clemson
University in 1991 with a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Psychol-
ogy, she lives in Scotch Plains
with her husband, Peter, and
twins Sean and Micaela, age 18
months.

Dr. Merriman Mixes
Old Fashioned Practice
With New Technology

WESTFIELD — Mixed with the
comfort of an old fashioned family
style dentist who takes the time to
get to know patients and new tech-
nology that lets patients see what
work needs to be done via computer
right from the comfort of the dental
chair, is a new dental practice in
Westfield.

This practice, led by Dr. Sunita
Merriman is located at 229 Charles
Street, just blocks away from down-
town Westfield.

The office, which occupies the
first floor of Victorian style house,
combines the comfort of home with
the latest technology in the dental
field. All patients’ charts are com-
puterized and are gone over in detail
so that Dr. Merriman can customize
treatment plans and answer ques-
tions.

According to Dr. Merriman, the
computer program used outlines all
teeth and shows the work that needs
to be done.

“The computer program that we
use color codes a treatment plan and
divides the patient’s personalized plan
into categories of healthy teeth, teeth
that have had work done previous to
coming to this practice, work done at
our practice and work that needs to be
done,” stated Dr. Merriman.

“Patients are educated about their
dental needs and the procedures in-
volved with their care by a DVD
informational program and an intra

oral camera that shows close ups of
their teeth,” she explained.

The practice, which is open to
facilitate before and after work ap-
pointments, and alternate Saturdays,
supplies full oral health care. This
includes a full spectrum of cosmetic
dentistry including restorations that
match the color of a patient’s teeth,
bleaching and the restoration of im-
plants as well as full and partial
dentures, crown and fixed bridges,
oral surgery and root canal.

During an initial visit patients will
be greeted by a professional dental
assistant, as well as Dr. Merriman
and will be given a brief tour of the
office, including the area where all
instruments are sterilized.

This is then followed by a compre-
hensive exam, which includes a com-
plete oral history, radiographs, a pe-
riodontal exam to check for gum
disease, a blood pressure screening
as well as an oral cancer screening.

Dr. Merriman uses composite fill-
ings, which gives her patients the
ability to show off their smile, as she
operates an amalgam (silver) free
practice.

“I have designed my practice to
reflect how I would want to be treated
as a patient,” stated Dr. Merriman.
“It is a combination of a relaxed
atmosphere, personal attention and
quality workmanship combined with
the latest and best technology within
the dental field.”

Nature Club to Hold Program
Nov. 7 on Galapagos Islands

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, November 7, at 8 p.m. in
the Courthouse of the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located at Route
22, East, and New Providence Road.
The courthouse is the second build-
ing and is best reached by entering
from New Providence Road.

Bill Kocsi, a member of the New
Jersey Camera Club, will present a
program entitled “The Galapagos
Islands: The Inspiration for Darwin’s
‘Origin of the Species,’” using digi-
tal projectors.

On Monday, November 6, the club

will sponsor a trip to Brigantine Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge to view the
masses of snow geese and other wa-
terfowl. Additional species may also
be observed during this excursion.

Al Pochek will lead the trip, for
which participants are asked to bring
lunch, scopes, binoculars and warm
clothes. Interested individuals are
asked to meet at 7 a.m. in the Bradlees
parking lot, located off Central Av-
enue in Clark, for carpooling and
directions.

Anyone wishing to drive directly
to Brigantine may meet the rest of
the group there at 9 a.m.

Rutgers Cooperative Reveals
Upcoming Lecture Topics

WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Co-
operative Extension Master Garden-
ers of Union County has announced
three upcoming programs as part of
its 2000 Fall Speakers Series.

All are free and will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the Union County Adminis-
tration Building Auditorium, located
at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield.

“Composting” will be presented
on Thursday, November 9. Partici-
pants will learn how to turn their
leaves, lawn, garden and kitchen left-

overs into a valuable soil amend-
ment. Composting bins will be avail-
able for $25.

“Horticultural Therapy & Terrari-
ums” will be offered on Thursday,
November 30, during which attendees
will learn how to make a terrarium.

“Preserving Herbs for Crafts and
Holiday Gifts” will be held on Tues-
day, December 12.

Interested individuals may regis-
ter for the classes by calling Rutgers
Cooperative Extension at (908) 654-
9854.

HONORING COLUMBUS...Members of the Scotch Plains chapter of UNICO National paid tribute to Christopher
Columbus on Columbus Day. Pictured, left to right, are: State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, Pat
Harrington, Dan Mazzagetti, the Father Donald  Hummel of St. Bartholomew’s Church in Scotch Plains and Mauro Delreo.


