
OUR 111th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 08-111 FIFTY CENTS (908) 232-4407Thursday, November 2, 2000USPS 680020
Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.

Published Every Thursday
Since 1890

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Special Election
Coverage 2000

Coverage Begins on Page A-5

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
resident in Westfield and
Mountainside to inform voters
of the issues and of the candi-
dates. Similarly, our sister pa-
per, The Times of Scotch Plains/
Fanwood has been mailed to
everyone there. Please vote Tues-
day, November 7.

Look for the candidates dis-
cussing their views on TV 34, 35
and36. Research their positions
and see up-to-date voting results
on the Internet at
www.goleader.com.

We use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who
are not subscribers. I believe good
newspapers help communities,
and that’s what we’re trying to
do. Please join us and subscribe.

Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12

Westfield School Board Holds Special Meeting
To Discuss Referendum, Girls’ Athletic Complex

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
held a special meeting on Monday,
October 30, to discuss the upcoming
school bond referendum, set to be
decided by voters in a special elec-
tion on December 12.

The main focus of this special
meeting was to decide if the board
would put the referendum to the vot-
ers in one question, covering the
entire $21,495,000 for the renova-
tions to Westfield High School
(WHS) and the construction of the
proposed Girls’ Athletic Complex,
or in two questions, separating the
approximately $20 million for the
WHS renovations and $1.2 million
for the Girls’ Athletic Complex.

Head Girls’ Spring Track Coach
Nancy Carpenter said that the Girls’
Athletic Complex “has been a long
time coming. The girls deserve a
place to call their own.”

Ms. Carpenter said that the need
for this facility in its most basic level
is about equity. In the spring, Ms.
Carpenter said, there is no place for
the girls, with their belongings kept
track-side.

Ms. Carpenter, Tom Hornish, Head
Girls’ Cross-Country coach and Jen-
nifer Buccino, Assistant Girls’ Track
Coach, told a tale of desperate ineq-
uity between the girls teams and the
boys teams which have three-season
access to the locker rooms at Gary
Kehler Stadium.

In addition, Mrs. Buccino spoke of

even female coaches have limited
access to the most basic facilities,
such as restrooms.

They spoke of past situations when
the girls’ teams used the locker room
at Edison Intermediate School, but
with 84 members of the Girls’ Track
and Field team last spring, the locker
room is too small.

“It should work, but it didn’t,” she
said.

Mr. Hornish spoke of girls chang-
ing in unorthodox places in the high
school, such as bathrooms or class-
rooms. He told of bathrooms in the
high school being taken over by field
hockey or soccer equipment at the
end of the day as girls scramble to
prepare for practice or games.

“They really need a place, it’s

time,” Director of Athletics Ed
Tranchina said.

The facility, proposed for construc-
tion adjacent to the existing Field
House on the side nearer the high
school, would not only house a girls’
locker room, but a weight room, not
only for use by the girls teams, but
which would be open for use by all
athletes.

“Weight training has become an
integral part of conditioning,” Ms.
Carpenter said.

Board Member Kimberly Rhodes
agreed, saying “the weight room is
an important factor in overall physi-
cal health.”

Mr. Tranchina assured the board
that the weight room, if built in the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHERE THEY STAND ON THE ISSUES...During the forum for Westfield Town Council candidates, co-sponsored by The Westfield Leader and the Westfield
Area League of Women Voters, Leader Publisher Horace R. Corbin posed tough questions to mayoral and council hopefuls. Pictured, left to right, are: Democrats,
Councilman Lawrence Goldman, Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz, council candidate William Ziff, Councilman Carl Salisbury, Mayoral candidate Susan
Jacobson, Mr. Corbin, and Republicans, Mayoral candidate and Councilman Gregory S. McDermott, and council candidates Peter Echausse, Rafael Betancourt,
Karen Trzesniowski and Jay Boyle.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A WITCH, A GOBLIN AND A COWGIRL...During the Westfield Y Men’s Club’s annual Halloween Parade on Sunday,
all kinds of costumed residents gathered to conjure up some holiday spirit. The parade, which started at the Elm Street
Field, drew lots of spooky characters to join in the marching throughout town.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
COLORFUL AND COLORING..This
youngster enjoyed adorning her Co-
lonial craft during a recent festival at
the Miller-Cory House Museum last
month. The historic landmark gener-
ously offers tours, a gift shop and
special demonstrations for the public
and recently participated in the Four
Centuries in a Weekend celebration
sponsored by Union County’s Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

FEC Complaints Among Charges
In Tight Connelly-Ferguson Race

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With a week to go, Congressional
candidates Maryanne S. Connelly of
Fanwood and Michael A. Ferguson
continue to criticize each other’s
campaigns, with complaints filed

from both camps with the Federal
Election Commission (FEC).

Both are locked in a tight race to
fill the open seat in the House of
Representatives for New Jersey’s
Seventh District, long held by Re-
publicans, which has been filled for
the past eight years by GOP United
States Senate candidate Bob Franks.

The New Jersey Democratic Coor-
dinated Campaign has charged Mr.
Ferguson’s parents, Thomas and
Roberta Ferguson of Spring Lake,
with funneling funds into a personal
account belonging to their son, who
used the funds to pay for his second
congressional campaign in two years.
The charge was backed up in com-
plaints filed with the FEC and the
United States Justice Department by
party leaders.

In a letter from the Coordinated
Campaign, nicknamed Win 2000, to
Mr. Ferguson, and signed by New
Jersey’s seven Congressional Demo-
crats, the Congressmen said they
“strongly condemn this seemingly
illicit money-funneling plan.”

They asked the candidate to return
“hundreds of thousands of dollars in
question,” and to pull all television
ads they charge were paid for through
this money.

“The accusation has no merit. It is
just another example of her (Mrs.
Connelly’s) negative personal at-
tacks,” said Annie Mayol, spokes-
woman for Mr. Ferguson.

Ferguson Campaign Manager Dan
Quinonez has said the candidate and
his siblings were given money as part
of their parents’ estate planning.
Democrats say the gift exceeds the
$1,000-per-election donation limit.

In a separate matter, the Ferguson
Campaign filed a complaint with the
FEC over what they have said is an
illegal coordination on paid televi-
sion ads between the Connelly Cam-
paign and Emily’s List, a pro-abor-
tion rights advocacy group which
has endorsed Mrs. Connelly.

As an issues advocacy group,

Emily’s List is unregulated on how
much it spends in campaigns. How-
ever, the organization cannot work
with a campaign in producing adver-
tisements.

Ms. Mayol reiterated the Ferguson
Campaign’s charges against Mrs.
Connelly, stating that, as a Fanwood
Mayor and Councilwoman, she voted
to raise property taxes seven times,
or 87 percent, over a period of 13
years.

Mrs. Connelly has accused Mr.
Ferguson of advocating a $3 trillion
tax cut for the rich, which would
leave the Social Security “lock box,”
which he supports, empty.

Ms. Mayol said that Mrs. Connelly
is trailing in polls and thus her cam-
paign appears to be desperate and
has turned to launching personal at-
tacks against Mr. Ferguson and his
family.

Meanwhile, in recent days, Mrs.
Connelly has turned to her pro-choice
stance on abortion, compared Mr.
Ferguson’s anti-abortion position, in
all cases. She held a pro-choice rally
outside her Union campaign office
last week, at which she was joined by
former Vice Presidential contender
Geraldine Ferraro.

Mrs. Connelly has said Mr.
Ferguson supports Governor George
W. Bush’s plan to privatize Social
Security, a plan she and other Demo-
crats said would drain the Trust Fund
of $1 trillion over the first 10 years of
the program. Mr. Ferguson has said
he supports privatization as an op-
tion to extend the solvency of the
program, although he does not sup-
port any particular program.

The Connelly Campaign has also
cited Mrs. Connelly’s 20-plus years
in the district as a resident of
Fanwood, versus Mr. Ferguson, who
only moved into the district in Janu-
ary.

Sujata Tejwani, Mrs. Connelly’s
Canpaign Manager, accused Mr.
Ferguson of trying to duck out of a

McDermott, Jacobson
Vie for Mayor’s Post

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield voters will go the polls
Tuesday to select a Mayor and at
least one new Town Council mem-
ber. Two-term Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and four-term Second Ward
Councilman James J. Gruba are not
seeking reelection.

Democrats are looking to hold onto
the mayor’s office and three seats on
the council this election cycle. Re-
publicans have concentrated on win-
ning back the mayor’s seat. If Re-
publicans sweep Tuesday, they would
take a commanding 9-0 majority on
the governing body. A Democrat
sweep would give that party a 5-4
advantage. Democrats have never had
a majority on the council.

Mayor Jardim, who was the first
Democrat elected Mayor in 85 years
when he won in 1996, is instead
serving as the campaign manager for
Mayoral contender Susan Jacobson,
a former four-term Westfield Board
of Education member.

She faces opposition in the form of
second-term First Ward Councilman
Gregory S. McDermott, the son of
former state Senator and ex-Union
County Republican Chairman, Frank
X. McDermott.

The race to fill the Second Ward
vacancy is between Republican and
former town prosecutor Rafael
Betancourt and local attorney Will-
iam Ziff, a Democrat, to replace
Councilman Gruba.

Mrs. Jacobson has cited her lead-
ership as Vice President and later
President of the local school board
combined with her leadership post as
Vice President of the Union County
Chamber of Commerce.

The candidate also chaired the
school board’s finance committee
during her last year on the board. She
retired from the board in 1999 after
12 years.

As the election takes place, the
town is in the planning stages to
construct a parking deck at a cost
estimated to be in the $10 million
range. The deck location is planned
on existing surface lots located at
Elm and Prospect Streets. Candi-
dates on both sides of the political
aisle have supported a deck. Early in
the campaign, however, Council Re-
publicans and candidates indicated
they would not vote in favor of deck
on the South Avenue train station lot.

Council Democrats
had pushed for a deck on
the south side but de-
cided to back the north
side plan when it was
apparent they did not
have the votes for a South
Avenue facility.

Mr. McDermott and
his running-mates are
campaigning on bring-
ing a long-range plan of

three and five years for capital
projects to town government. He is
joined on the Republican ticket by
Peter Echausse, Mr. Betancourt,
Karen Trzesniowski and Jay Boyle,
running in the First through Fourth
Wards, respectively.

In addition to Mr. Ziff, joining
Mrs. Jacobson on the Democratic
ticket are incumbents, Carl A.
Salisbury in the First Ward, Claire
Lazarowitz in the Third Ward and
Lawrence A. Goldman, running for a
third term in the Fourth Ward.

Councilman Goldman was part of
the 1996 Democratic ticket that beat
Republicans, winning the mayor’s
office and two council seats in the
process. John J. Walsh, the other part
of the ticket, resigned at the end of
last year and was replaced by Ms.
Lazarowitz.

Republicans have held a 5-4 edge
on the council three of the past four
years. Democrats, meanwhile, have
stressed the need to continue two-
party government in Westfield. Prior
to their victory four years ago the
GOP enjoyed a 8-1 majority.

Mr. Goldman, during last week’s
candidates’ forum, plugged some of
the laws he has helped bring to town
as Laws and Rules Committee Chair-
man the past four years.

Mr. Goldman has worked to create
ordinances to ban political
fundraising in town buildings and to
require the town to seek competitive
proposals for professional services
such as for engineering and other
consulting matters. The councilman
also helped initiate an exterior prop-
erty maintenance code in town.

Councilman Salisbury has said he
would like to be reelected in order to
continue to work in the direction of
reducing, if not eliminating, annual
tax increases to support the munici-
pal budget.

His opponent, Mr. Echausse, has
stressed the need for the town to
develop a long-range improvement
plan that would also help officials to
better forecast the impact on prop-
erty taxes in advance. Mr. Echausse
is a credit analyst with a background
in municipal finance.

Mr. Ziff, running in the Second
Ward against Mr. Betancourt, has
said he believes the hiring of a pro-
fessional planner would help the town

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12
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new facility would be used year-
round.

Board Vice President Arlene
Gardner posed a question about the
possibility of attaching the proposed
facility to the existing Field House,
to keep the structure further away
from the houses on the side of the
athletic field. However, due to egress
issues from sporting events, that
would not be possible.

Ms. Rhodes followed up with a
question about constructing the fa-
cility elsewhere on the property, such
as on the open space across from
Edison Intermediate School, which
Mr. Hornish pointed out, is a compe-
tition field for discus and javelin
throwers.

Board Member Eileen Satkin,
thanked the coaches for attending
the meeting, saying that it was more
convincing to have them there, hear-
ing their side of the story.

Questions were raised about put-
ting in showers in the locker room
that might never get used. The board
was assured by the coaches, as well
as girls’ track team members Rachel
Ackerman and Alexis Anzelone that
the facility would definitely get use.

Board Member Anne Riegel ques-
tioned the possibility of giving up
one locker room in the existing Field
House to girls teams.

This, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William J. Foley said, would be
“more equally unfair.”

Ms. Gardner said that it is impor-
tant to be sure that the taxpayers’

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TV 36 LEAF-PICKUP PRODUCTION…Westfield’s new TV 36 Coordinator Doug Black, center, and volunteer
technician John Russitano, lending use of his equipment, left, prepare to film a leaf pickup public information production.
Starring in the video, which is taking place near the gazebo at Mindowaskin Park, is Town Engineer and Public Works
Director Kenneth B. Marsh, right.

Rafael J.

BETANCOURT
For Council

� Partner, Pisano, Triarsi and Betancourt, L.L.C.
� 15 year resident of  Westfield
� Former Municipal Prosecutor, Town of  Westfield
� Former Municipal Defender, Town of  Westfield
� Former Board of  Governors Treasurer and President,

Nomahegan Swim Club
� Benefactor, Westfield Symphony Orchestra
� Foundation Partner, Westfield Foundation
� Former Y's Mens Club Member
� Former Member of  NJ Supreme Court

Committee on Attorney Ethics
� Former Union County District Chair of  NJ

Supreme Court Fee Arbitration Committee
� Former Special Agent, Federal Bureau of  Investigation
� Former Assistant Prosecutor, Union County

Prosecutor's Office
� Former Municipal Prosecutor Borough of  Roselle Park
� Former Board of  Adjustment Attorney

Borough of  Roselle
� Youth Baseball, Basketball & Soccer Coach
� Married to Epie, sons; Diego and Andres

Dedicated to Principles
of Responsible Government

Vote For The
McDermott Team for

Mayor and Council
Paid for by Betancourt  for Council Committee, Jay MacDonald Treasurer, 219 Linden Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

recent debate so he would not have to
answer questions regarding his cam-
paign positions.

“Perhaps the thought of actually
having to answer questions about his
opposition to a woman’s right to
choose, a real Patients’ Bill of Rights,
and protecting Social Security is a
little too scary (in a reference to
Halloween),” Ms. Tejwani said in
response to Mr. Ferguson exiting a
League of Women Voters’ forum be-
fore the audience had a chance to ask
questions.

She said at a News 12 Star-Ledger
debate on Monday that Mr. Ferguson
continues his “bobbing and weaving
on issues.”

On the issues, Ms. Mayol noted
that Mr. Ferguson’s priorities are
expanding Medicare to include a
prescription drug benefit for seniors,
protecting Social Security, paying
down the $3 trillion national debt
and looking at tax breaks such as
ending the marriage penalty and es-
tate tax, as well as simplifying the
federal tax code.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Connelly has said
she supports using the federal budget
surplus to fund an extension to the
life of Social Security, while oppos-
ing an effort to privatize the entitle-
ment program. She favors using non-
Social Security surplus to strengthen
Medicare.

Mrs. Connelly also favors using
the annual budget surplus to pay off
the national debt, while making tar-
geted investments in education and
health care and achieving targeted
tax relief for families.

She also endorses extending Medi-
care benefits to include prescription
drug coverage and requiring phar-
maceutical companies to offer pre-
scription drugs to seniors at the same
discount rates they offer the large
insurance companies.

money be spent wisely, raising ques-
tions about ways to save money on
the interior and exterior finishes to
the building. According to the archi-
tect, the exterior will be complemen-
tary to Kehler Stadium.

Board Member Annemarie Puleio
said that it is important not to skimp
on cost now because it is important
to be cost-effective in the long run.

This facility will serve genera-
tions of girls to come, she said.

After the discussion, Ms. Gardner
felt that posing the referendum to the
voters as two questions would be
more honest, since the construction
of the athletic facility is not eligible
for state aid.

Ms. Satkin urged the board to pro-
pose a bond that will support the ex-
pense of construction as well as have a
contingency for exceeding costs.

On the issue over the possible sepa-
ration into two questions, Board
President Darielle Walsh said, “We
need to include items that are impor-
tant to our students.” She said that
the board must do what’s best for the
students and their overall student
experience, and therefore urged the
board to make the referendum one
question.

Board Member Michael Kessler
noted that athletics develops intan-
gibles that cannot be learned in a
classroom, and agreeing with Mrs.
Walsh said that athletics are equally
important.

Ms. Puleio said, “We should take a
stand, say it’s as important.”

Complaints Mark
Congressional Race

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

better prepare for future projects,
such as how to address the impact of
a ShopRite on North Avenue in
Garwood, currently before a state
appeals court, as it applies to traffic
flow in town. Mr. Betancourt favors
better educating motorists on traffic
laws.

Other issues raised during the cam-
paign include road repair, the up-
grading and maintenance of town
parks and fields, pedestrian safety,
following the deaths of two pedestri-
ans in 1999, and speeding, particu-
larly near schools.

Polls will be open Tuesday, No-
vember 7 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LIGHTER MOMEMENT...Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim shares a
laugh with Vic Trzesniowski, whose wife, Karen, is running for Town Council
from the Third Ward, and Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman.

McDermott
Jacobson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield School Bd. Discusses
Bond,  Girls’ Athletic Complex
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PUMPKIN PICKERS…Children in the Pre-Kindergarten Title One classes at Brunner Elementary School and School
One Elementary in Scotch Plains recently took a trip to Alstede Farm in Chester. The children experienced the sights,
sounds and scents of a farm in early fall during a hayride tour of the farm. The highlight of the trip was a stop in the
pumpkin patch where each child selected a pumpkin to take home. Pictured, left to right, are: Jacob Monzella, Jason
Geoghan and Calvin Phillip.
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Scotch Plains Voters to Choose
Mayor, Town Council Member

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains voters will go to the
polls next Tuesday to select, for the
first time ever, their next mayor, and
will also choose a new member of the
Township Council as the Republicans
try to maintain their 3-2 majority.

Democratic Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel faces Republican Mayor
Martin L. Marks in the mayoral con-
test, while Democrat Peter Tripet
and Republican Paulette Coronato
are vying to succeed GOP Council-
man William F. McClintock, who is
stepping down after nearly 10 years
on the governing body.

The major issue during the cam-
paign has been the two parties’ ap-
proach to municipal property taxes,
with the Republicans criticizing the
1999 Democratic-led council for
passing a 5.4 percent tax increase
and the Democrats saying that last
year’s moves led to the zero tax
increase passed earlier this year by
the GOP-controlled council.

Personal style has also been touted
by the two mayoral candidates. Mr.
Marks says he has restored open
government in Scotch Plains this year,
after a year in which he said Mrs.
Samuel, as mayor, had often stymied
comments and input by fellow coun-

cil members and the public. Mrs.
Samuel has countered by saying much
of last year’s discord was the fault of
Mr. Marks and adding that, as mayor,
she was always available to speak or
meet with any individual or group.

Mrs. Coronato and Mr. Tripet have
run campaigns basically backing the
positions of the leaders of their re-
spective tickets.

Mrs. Coronato has extolled her
service on various government bod-
ies while Mr. Tripet has pointed to
his generations-long roots in town.

There were two debates between
Mrs. Samuel, who was elected to the
council in 1998 and served as mayor
in 1999, and Mr. Marks, whose four-
year council term ends at the end of
December. The first, held two weeks
ago and sponsored by The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the lo-
cal League of Women Voters, fo-
cused on property taxes, downtown
development, open space preserva-
tion, the proposed bridge across
Route 22 and personal style. The
other face-off, held on Monday night,
was sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion and dealt primarily with down-
town development issues.

Mrs. Coronato, a member of the
Township Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment and a council candidate in 1998,
and Mr. Tripet, a graduate student at
Seton Hall University, met in two
debates on the same evenings as the
mayoral candidates.

Regardless of the results next Tues-
day, the make-up of the council will
be markedly different than it was two
years ago after the Democrats won
three seats to take control of the
governing body. Mrs. Samuel’s run-
ning mates in 1998, Franklin
Donatelli and Tarquin Jay Bromley,
both died during their initial terms.
Mr. Donatelli, who died in May 1999,
was succeeded in a special election a
year ago by Republican Frank Rossi,
whose victory gave the GOP control
of the council after a year of Demo-
cratic majority. Mr. Bromley, who
died in late September, was replaced
last week by Democrat Sharynn M.
Porter, who will serve until a special
election next year.

A victory by Mr. Marks next week
will keep both him and Mrs. Samuel
on council. If Mrs. Samuel is victo-
rious, she will take Mr. Marks’ to-be-
vacated seat, which has been desig-
nated as the Mayor’s slot. She would
then have to resign her council seat
to assume the mayoralty, thus allow-
ing the township Democratic Party
to name a replacement for her.

Two Fanwood Seats Up for Grabs;
Council Majority to be Decided

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In a race for two open seats on the
Fanwood Borough Council, Repub-
licans are seeking to retain the ma-
jority they captured during last year’s
General Elections, while the Demo-
crats hope to reverse it with a double
victory on Tuesday, November 7.

Council President Joel Whitaker, a
Republican, is eyeing a second term
on the governing body. Realtor Carol
Wood, his running mate, is making
her inaugural bid for a council seat.

Challenging them on the Demo-
cratic ticket are Councilwoman
Cynthia Swindlehurst and Matthew
Glennon. Ms. Swindlehurst is run-
ning for her first full term, having
been tapped in March to serve out the
unexpired term of former Democratic
Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.,
who resigned in March.

Mr. Glennon — making his debut
run with this year’s elections — had
also been among the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Municipal Committee’s three
nominees to succeed Mr. Populus last
spring. In addition to Ms. Swindlehurst
and Mr. Glennon, Peter Sayles was
also considered for the post.

Last year’s GOP sweep, in which
Fanwood Republicans won the
mayor’s seat plus two council vacan-
cies, reversed the Democrats’ long-
held, 4-3 edge on the governing body.

Prior to that, Democrats had main-
tained a majority for 12 years and
held the mayor’s seat for 16 years,
through the consecutive administra-
tions of Patricia M. Kuran, Linda d.
Stender and Maryanne S. Connelly.

Currently, the six-member
Fanwood Borough Council is evenly
split between Republicans and
Democrats, with Mayor Louis C.

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12

Jung breaking tie votes when necessary.
A dual victory by Councilman

Whitaker and Mrs. Wood would in-
crease the Republican majority to 5-
2, while a win by both Democrats
would give their party back its 4-3
advantage. Full council terms in
Fanwood are for three years each.

Elected to his inaugural term in
1997, Mr. Whitaker, a borough resi-
dent for more than 20 years, is the
owner and Publisher of Whitaker
Newsletters, Inc. of Fanwood. He
presently chairs the council’s Land
Use and Historic Preservation Com-
mittee and also sits on the Adminis-
tration and Finance and Public Works
committees.

Mrs. Wood, a Vice President with
the Century 21 Taylor & Love real
estate office in Westfield, serves on
both the Fanwood Board of Health

Brooks Crandall for The Times
THE FACE OF TIME…The Borough of Fanwood’s most statuesque timepiece stands proudly at the corner of South and
Martine Avenues in Fanwood.

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Times of

Scotch Plains/Fanwood  has been
mailed to every resident in the
Township and Borough to in-
form voters of the issues and of
the candidates. We hope you
enjoy the 3rd annual edition of
Our Towns which is included.
Similarly, our sister paper, The
Westfield Leader has been mailed
to everyone there. Please vote
Tuesday, November 7th.

Look for the candidates dis-
cussing their views on TV 34, 35
and36. Research their positions
and see up-to-date voting results
on the Internet at
www.goleader.com.

We use this edition to present
ourselves to those of you who
are not subscribers. I believe good
newspapers help communities,
and that’s what we’re trying to
do. Please join us and subscribe.

Horace R. Corbin, Publisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12

Marks, Samuel Rip Each Other’s
Credibility at Candidates Forum

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

In their second and final debate,
Scotch Plains mayoral candidates
Martin L. Marks and Geri M. Samuel
talked about, and mostly agreed on,
issues affecting downtown develop-
ment, but also took opportunities to
attack each other’s credibility.

At the end of their face-off on
Monday night at Hershey’s Deli on

East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
Mayor Marks, the Republican can-
didate, and Mrs. Samuel, his Demo-
cratic challenger, each sought to por-
tray the other as disingenuous and
lacking in credibility.

One area of dispute was the amount
of grant money each had brought
into town during their respective
mayoral terms. Mr. Marks, currently
finishing the 10th month of his one-
year appointive term, said Demo-
cratic campaign literature stating that
Mrs. Samuel, as Mayor in 1999, had
secured $1.1 million in grants, com-
pared to the $225,000 brought in this
year under his administration, was
untrue.

Mayor Marks said grants this year
totaled more than $800,000, “and
that’s after only 10 months.” He also
criticized the Democrats for 1998
campaign literature that faulted Re-
publican-led Township Councils in
the early 1990s for raising taxes be-
fore last year’s Democrat-controlled
council voted to hike property taxes
5.4 percent.

Mrs. Samuel, who was elected to
the council in 1998, said Mr. Marks’
boast of having restored open gov-
ernment in Scotch Plains was dubi-
ous. She said the Mayor had failed to
consult with the township’s senior
citizens about how best to use a
county grant aimed at meeting their
needs.

She also said the Mayor’s recent
plan to create a new conservation
zone was rushed through without
adequate consultations because Re-

publican campaign literature which
included the proposal had already
been printed.

“Where’s the open government?”
she asked.

The two candidates, vying to be-
come the township’s first elected
Mayor, agreed on a number of issues
during the debate, which was spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association
(SPBPA) and moderated by SPBPA
President Ray Pardon.

They both gave their backing to
the sale of the hedge property next to
the Municipal Building on Park Av-
enue and transformation of the site
into a commercial development.

Both expressed their frustration
with the slow pace of actually mov-
ing forward with the sale of the prop-
erty.

Mrs. Samuel said she was opposed
to the new Route 22 bridge proposed
by the state, remarking that it would
be “very damaging to the downtown
area.” Saying she feared Park Av-
enue would be turned into a four-
lane highway, Mrs. Samuel noted
that an alternative would be to con-
struct a bridge on Union Avenue, “so
it doesn’t affect the downtown.”

Mayor Marks was also skeptical
about the proposed bridge, but said
Mrs. Samuel’s alternative was unac-
ceptable because, he claimed, that
area of Union Avenue was a residen-
tial zone.

When questioned about establish-
ing a special improvement district

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-12

FEC Complaints Among Charges
In Tight Connelly-Ferguson Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With a week to go, Congressional
candidates Maryanne S. Connelly of
Fanwood and Michael A. Ferguson
continue to criticize each other’s
campaigns, with complaints filed
from both camps with the Federal
Election Commission (FEC).

Both are locked in a tight race to
fill the open seat in the House of
Representatives for New Jersey’s
Seventh District, long held by Re-
publicans, which has been filled for
the past eight years by GOP United
States Senate candidate Bob Franks.

The New Jersey Democratic Coor-
dinated Campaign has charged Mr.
Ferguson’s parents, Thomas and
Roberta Ferguson of Spring Lake,
with funneling funds into a personal
account belonging to their son, who
used the funds to pay for his second
congressional campaign in two years.

The charge was backed up in com-
plaints filed with the FEC and the
United States Justice Department by
party leaders.

In a letter from the Coordinated
Campaign, nicknamed Win 2000, to
Mr. Ferguson, and signed by New
Jersey’s seven Congressional candi-
dates, the Congressmen said they
“strongly condemn this seemingly
illicit money-funneling plan.”

They asked the candidate to return
“hundreds of thousands of dollars in
question,” and to pull all television
ads they charge were paid for through
this money.

“The accusation has no merit. It is
just another example of her (Mrs.
Connelly’s) negative personal at-
tacks,” said Annie Mayol, spokes-
woman for Mr. Ferguson.

Ferguson Campaign Manager Dan
Quinonez has said the candidate and
his siblings were given money as part

of their parents’ estate planning.
Democrats say the gift exceeds the
$1,000-per-election donation limit.

In a separate matter, the Ferguson
Campaign filed a complaint with the
FEC over what they have said is an
illegal coordination on paid televi-
sion ads between the Connelly Cam-
paign and Emily’s List, a pro-abor-
tion rights advocacy group which
has endorsed Mrs. Connelly.

As an issues advocacy group,
Emily’s List is unregulated on how
much it spends in campaigns. How-
ever, the organization cannot work
with a campaign in producing adver-
tisements.

Ms. Mayol reiterated the Ferguson
Campaign’s charges against Mrs.
Connelly, stating that, as a Fanwood
Mayor and Councilwoman, she voted
to raise property taxes seven times,
or 87 percent, over a period of 13
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Fanwood Council
Candidates

and the borough’s Long Range Stra-
tegic Planning Committee. The 28-
year borough resident is a former
member of both the Planning Board
and the now-disbanded Fanwood
Board of Adjustment.

Ms. Swindlehurst, the daughter of
two former council members and a
scanning administrator with A&P
Supermarkets, also previously served
on the Planning Board. In addition,
her résumé includes having been
President and Treasurer of the
Fanwood Democratic Club.

The lifelong Fanwood resident,
who chairs the council’s Public
Works Committee, is also a member
of the Education, Health and Wel-
fare and the Recreation and Com-
munity Services committees.

Mr. Glennon, a licensed engineer
and certified lighting safety profes-
sional, is a member of the Fanwood
Planning Board and serves as the
board’s Liaison to the Fanwood En-
vironmental Commission. He has
lived in the borough for eight years.

Among the issues which domi-
nated this year’s council campaigns
were property taxes, downtown revi-
talization efforts and the upgrading
of borough parks.

In a separate race involving a
Fanwood resident, former Mayor
Connelly is vying with Republican
Michael A. Ferguson for the Seventh
District Congressional seat currently
held by four-term incumbent Bob
Franks, a Republican.

There are presently 4,794 regis-
tered voters in Fanwood. Polls will
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tues-
day at the following borough loca-
tions: District Nos. 1 and 2, Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue; District No. 3, Children’s
Specialized Hospital on South Av-
enue; District Nos. 4 and 5, Terrill
Road Bible Chapel, 535 Terrill Road,
and District Nos. 6 and 7, the
Fanwood Memorial Library at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

(SID) in the downtown area, both
candidates said the impetus for a
SID would have to come from the
businesses themselves, since they
would be directly affected.

Mrs. Samuel said the SPBPA and
the Downtown Task Force have “done
a lot of things a SID does elsewhere,”
and noted that downtown improve-
ments had been accomplished “with-
out additional taxes on business own-
ers.”

Mr. Marks said a SID would pro-
vide a pool of money to work with
and added that some of those funds
could be used to market the down-
town area to people from outside
Scotch Plains. He also warned a SID
would create “another layer of bu-
reaucracy.”

Mrs. Samuel said that if she had
nearly unlimited funds to spend in
the downtown business district, she
would move the Municipal Build-
ing, fire department and rescue squad
headquarters to another location,
replace them with stores, and turn
the area between the present Mu-
nicipal Building and fire department
into a pedestrian mall similar to the
area behind the nearby Stage House
restaurant.

Mr. Marks agreed with her idea
and added he would also put money
into further developing the East Sec-
ond Street corridor.

Earlier in the evening, the two
candidates for Township Council,
Democrat Peter Tripet and Republi-
can Paulette Coronato, answered
questions primarily about business
issues. Both said they would support
establishing a SID if the affected
businesses favored it.

Both candidates, who are seeking
to succeed Republican Councilman
William F. McClintock, Jr., said a
strong and prosperous downtown was
important to the overall well-being
of Scotch Plains. Mrs. Coronato said
the SPBPA and Downtown Task
Force were “doing a wonderful job”
of enhancing the central business
district.

Mr. Tripet said that, without a
vibrant downtown, “our town would
be a ghost town.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

SP Council
Candidates

years.
Mrs. Connelly has accused Mr.

Ferguson of advocating a $3 trillion
tax cut for the rich, which would
leave the Social Security “lock box,”
which he supports, empty.

Ms. Mayol said that Mrs. Connelly
is trailing in polls and thus her cam-
paign appears to be desperate and
has turned to launching personal at-
tacks against Mr. Ferguson and his
family.

Meanwhile, in recent days, Mrs.
Connelly has turned to her pro-choice
stance on abortion, compared Mr.
Ferguson’s anti-abortion position, in
all cases. She held a pro-choice rally
outside her Union campaign office
last week, at which she was joined by
former Vice Presidential contender
Geraldine Ferraro.

Mrs. Connelly has said Mr.
Ferguson supports Governor George
W. Bush’s plan to privatize Social
Security, a plan she and other Demo-
crats said would drain the Trust Fund
of $1 trillion over the first 10 years of
the program. Mr. Ferguson has said
he supports privatization as an op-
tion to extend the solvency of the
program, although he does not sup-
port any particular program.

The Connelly Campaign has also
cited Mrs. Connelly’s 20-plus years
in the district as a resident of
Fanwood, versus Mr. Ferguson, who
only moved into the district in Janu-
ary.

Sujata Tejwani, Mrs. Connelly’s
Canpaign Manager, accused Mr.
Ferguson of trying to duck out of a
recent debate so he would not have to
answer questions regarding his cam-
paign positions.

“Perhaps the thought of actually
having to answer questions about his
opposition to a woman’s right to
choose, a real Patients’ Bill of Rights,
and protecting Social Security is a
little too scary (in a reference to

Halloween),” Ms. Tejwani said in
response to Mr. Ferguson exiting a
League of Women Voters’ forum be-
fore the audience had a chance to ask
questions.

She said at a News 12 Star-Ledger
debate on Monday that Mr. Ferguson
continues his “bobbing and weaving
on issues.”

On the issues, Ms. Mayol noted
that Mr. Ferguson’s priorities are
expanding Medicare to include a
prescription drug benefit for seniors,
protecting Social Security, paying
down the $3 trillion national debt
and looking at tax breaks such as
ending the marriage penalty and es-
tate tax, as well as simplifying the
federal tax code.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Connelly has said
she supports using the federal budget
surplus to fund an extension to the
life of Social Security, while oppos-
ing an effort to privatize the entitle-
ment program. She favors using non-
Social Security surplus to strengthen
Medicare.

Mrs. Connelly also favors using
the annual budget surplus to pay off
the national debt, while making tar-
geted investments in education and
health care and achieving targeted
tax relief for families.

She also endorses extending Medi-
care benefits to include prescription
drug coverage and requiring phar-
maceutical companies to offer pre-
scription drugs to seniors at the same
discount rates they offer the large
insurance companies.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
ADDRESSING THE ISSUES...Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association (SPBPA) President and Nuts n’
Plenty owner Ray Pardon, center, moderated a special debate forum for the Mayoral and Council candidates seeking
office in the township. Pictured beside Mr. Pardon are Mayoral candidates Geri M. Samuel and Martin L. Marks. The
forum was sponsored by the SPBPA.

FEC Complaints In
Connelly-Ferguson Race

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-1

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Rafael J.

BETANCOURT
For Council

� Partner, Pisano, Triarsi and Betancourt, L.L.C.
� 15 year resident of  Westfield
� Former Municipal Prosecutor, Town of  Westfield
� Former Municipal Defender, Town of  Westfield
� Former Board of  Governors Treasurer and President,

Nomahegan Swim Club
� Benefactor, Westfield Symphony Orchestra
� Foundation Partner, Westfield Foundation
� Former Y's Mens Club Member
� Former Member of  NJ Supreme Court

Committee on Attorney Ethics
� Former Union County District Chair of  NJ

Supreme Court Fee Arbitration Committee
� Former Special Agent, Federal Bureau of  Investigation
� Former Assistant Prosecutor, Union County

Prosecutor's Office
� Former Municipal Prosecutor Borough of  Roselle Park
� Former Board of  Adjustment Attorney

Borough of  Roselle
� Youth Baseball, Basketball & Soccer Coach
� Married to Epie, sons; Diego and Andres

Dedicated to Principles
of Responsible Government

Vote For The
McDermott Team for

Mayor and Council
Paid for by Betancourt  for Council Committee, Jay MacDonald Treasurer, 219 Linden Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

LINING UP…Scotch Plains Candidates for Mayor and Council pose prior to
debating the issues. Pictured left to right are Peter Tripet, Pauline Coronoto,
Fred Rossi, Martin Marks and Geri Samuel.
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Independent Leaders

Working Harder for

Westfield

✰ For Mayor ✰
Susan

Paid for by The Westfield Democratic Committee, David Haas, Treasurer, 527 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield, NJ   07090
LET�S KEEP WESTFIELD MOVING FORWARD

✰ Re-Elect ✰
 Councilwoman

Claire

Lazarowitz

Third Ward

✰ Re-Elect ✰
 Councilman Carl

Salisbury

First Ward

Independent Leaders Like
Susan, Carl, Larry, Claire

and Bill Have Moved
Westfield Forward

✔Made Town Government
More Efficient

✔Improved Our Schools

✔Revitalized Westfield�s
Downtown

✔
Saved Westfield Treasures
like the Rialto Theatre  &
Brightwood Park

✔Improved Pedestrian
Safety

✔FINALLY... A Common
Sense Solution to
Westfield�s 40 year-old
Parking Problem

And Next Year We Can
Accomplish Even More...

Stabilize Property Taxes✰
Complete Much Needed
Repairs to Our Children�s
Parks and Fields

✰

Better Enforcement of
Traffic Rules in School
Zones

✰

End Partisan Bickering on The Town Council

Jacobson

For Council
 Bill

ZIFF

Second Ward

✰ Re-Elect ✰
 Councilman

Larry

Goldman

Fourth Ward
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Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail -PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone
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Michelle H. LePoidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

When Viewed in Moderation, TV
Can Be Educational, Relaxing

A mother writes:
Do you think TV is a boob tube?

Frequently, I find myself disagreeing
with friends or acquaintances regard-
ing the value of TV. I say it has value in
that one can learn a lot about the past
and present. Others say it wastes one’s
time and mind, it deters children from
concentrating on school work and it is
a short cut to escapism. Your view,
please.

Answer: The expression boob tube
is an overused phrase which says that
there is no positive value in watching
TV. I disagree. One has to be selective
in regard to the programs watched,
and the amount of time spent watch-
ing; plus, one has to be clear in refer-
ence to what needs are being met in
this pastime. TV viewing can be a
problem if it becomes an obsession or
a substitute for other healthy outlets -
being involved in relationships, ful-
fil l ing educational expectations
(homework, study), fulfilling respon-
sibilities whether at home, at one’s
church/temple (or other affiliations,
when appropriate), etc. It should not
impact negatively on motivation and
the goal to succeed.

When viewed in moderation, watch-
ing TV can be educational, enjoyable
and relaxing. One can learn about past
and present with the History Channel,
and so on. One can feel good when
watching movies, weekly dramas or
comedies. To each his own taste! I do
believe that parents should play a re-
sponsible role in helping to decide
which programs are appropriate for
young children; parents should help
decide time limits, and most of all
parents should try to watch some pro-
grams with their children so that this
can become a basis to discuss all kinds
of issues (and feelings).

A reader writes:
I am 42 years old. My early years

were spent in an overcrowded home
with five siblings. My parents fought
all the time, because they always drank.
I was never told that they loved us, and
I cannot remember ever being held and
sung to.

Somehow we all survived; I got older,
took care of some of my siblings, finally
went to college, graduated, taught, met
“Sam” (disguised name), married and
had two sons. I attended a meeting re-
cently at my local church and was
stunned! The speaker was talking about
depression, and it hit me hard. The truth
is, I have never felt real joy. I have drifted
from one situation into another, never
really permitted many people to get
close to me, always felt they would find
fault with me. I spoke to Sam recently
and he told me “knock it off” and to stop
feeling sorry for myself. I have another
idea: therapy. Is it too late to figure out
how to be happy before I get much
older?

Answer: No, definitely not. Appar-
ently, you went from one stage of life to
another without knowing your real feel-
ings. You never worked through the early
years of feeling unloved, feeling rejected,
used in a family where your parents were
unable to nurture you emotionally. You
became your siblings’ caretaker and pos-
sibly held the family together. The end
result: a strong poor self-image and poor
self- esteem. This is why you have kept
many at a distance, as a way of protecting
yourself from further pain. A real feeling
of inner acceptance and inner peace have
eluded you, a feeling of continued sad-
ness has stayed in you.

Ask no one what to do; schedule an
appointment with a counselor and hope-
fully, eventually, you will begin to ex-
perience good feelings about yourself
and others. First, you must resolve your
feelings re your dysfunctional early
family life - the role your parents played
in it. Good luck!

A distraught woman writes:
I recently separated from my hus-

band because of his continued use of
drugs. Several years ago, he spent time
in jail for the possession of, and at-
tempt to, sell drugs. Since our separa-
tion, he moved back to his parents’
house. “Tom” (disguised name) says
he is a changed man. He resists drugs,
is looking for a job, but seems to be
home most of the time, and “found
religion.” We have a year-old son and
he needs a father. My parents strongly
advise me to stay apart from Tom. They
feel he is not involved in any treatment

program and is doing little to help
himself. I keep believing that Tom will
change. But how long should I wait?

Answer: For as long as it takes Tom
to receive and respond to counseling. A
drug addiction (and selling drugs) is
not in the quick-cure category and Tom
does not impress me as motivated to
resolve much. If you take him back,
nothing will get better; situations usu-
ally worsen. If you really care about
you, and your son’s welfare, go on with
your life and put a hold on any “love”
you may feel for Tom. Remember the
words of the singing group, The
Supremes, who wisely sang “Stop in
the name of love, before you break my
heart”!

Letters to the Editor

School Taxes Prejudicial, Need Reform
To Remedy Inherent Injustice

Taxation is being vigorously debated
by both presidential candidates this
campaign season. But tax reform is
needed not only at the federal level.
New Jersey’s elected officials—both
in Trenton and in our municipalities—
have their work cut out for them as
well.

Few would disagree that an edu-
cated citizenry—and consequently mu-
nicipal school taxes—is a necessity if
we hope to live in a civilization. Yet
there is a feature of public school taxa-
tion we seem to overlook, or else con-
veniently sweep out of sight. That is,
both those with, and those without
children to be educated at public ex-
pense enjoy the indirect benefit of pub-
lic education I have cited above, but
only those with children in the public
schools receive the additional, direct
benefit of having their own progeny
educated.

This reality, I think, warrants tax
reform along somewhat fairer lines.
All property owners, for example,
might be liable for a basic property tax
assessment—which would include a
school charge and which would be
determined without reference to real
estate values. It would, in short, repre-
sent an equal assessment for each prop-
erty holder. All property owners (re-
gardless of their property values) re-
ceive equal services from the town.
Why, then, should our municipalities
penalize disproportionately those with
higher real estate valuations? Our
present practice in this regard is—in
America’s worst tradition—prejudicial
toward and discriminatory against a
given class.

Inasmuch as children educated at
public expense require fulsome ex-
penditure, common sense would dic-
tate that parents be responsible for a
surcharge to the basic tax bill I have
proposed. This additional levy might
be determined, once again, without
reference to property values, for the
education each child receives is one
and the same. And any surcharge for
use of the public schools should surely
be greater or lesser depending upon
the number of children each family
enrolls.

I am told by competent authority

that such revamping of our current
system of property taxation would re-
quire nothing less than an amendment
to the New Jersey State Constitution.
But constitutions were not dictated on
Mt. Sinai: they cannot remain fixed in
stone for all eternity while the world
they govern continues, inevitably, to
change.

A tax plan such as the one suggested
would, I am certain, go a long way to
remedy the injustice inherent in our
present system of municipal taxation.
For example, a working family and a
widow with identical real estate valu-
ations, the former, say, with two chil-
dren in the public schools, the widow
living off a meager monthly Social
Security check and having no assets
besides her house and property, would,
no longer, pay identical municipal
taxes.

Dr. Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

BACKHANDED
Backhanded (boxing) -- insincere,

spiteful; roundabout. Jack Broughton
only lost once in his long illustrious
career and that was to a brawler, Jack
Slack, who broke Broughton’s nose
with a backhand blow. A backhanded
punch in boxing has long been out-
lawed, because the back of a boxing
glove has little padding and, therefore,
is very destructive. A backhanded com-
pliment is flattery of the insincere
variety. And, while it might be less
lethal than a backhanded blow deliv-
ered to one’s face, it can, nevertheless,
have an unpleasant psychological im-
pact on the person to whom it is di-
rected.

Coalition Urges Scotch Plains -Fanwood
Voters to ‘Support the Bond’ on Dec. 12
Although members of the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education of-
ten disagree on serious matters, they
voted unanimously to support one of the
biggest issues to face our community —
the School Bond Referendum, due for
public vote on December 12.

As officers of the independent Coali-
tion to Support the Bond, we agree with
and applaud their decision. Their ratio-
nale makes sense, the needs are clear,
the scope of the project is sharps deemed,
and the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to receive state funding is unique.

Think about it:
By 2002, every elementary school

will be unable to house its K-4 popula-
tion unless class sizes go up, we resort to
split sessions or we re-district.

Multipurpose rooms are already inad-
equate to meet the demands of cut en-
rollment.

State mandates re. performing arts
will only exacerbate the problem.

Compliance with the federal Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act requires bar-

rier-free buildings; that means ramps
and elevators where needed.

All our schools need work; 74-year-
old Park Middle School, for example,
has never had a major renovation, and
even the newest school is 30 years old.

The cost of the total project, some $35
million, is considerable. However, the
recently passed “School Financing &
Construction Act” will provide more
than $12 million toward the project,
reducing property taxpayers’ cost to $23
million. With state aid, the tax increase
will be an average $14.25 per month for
Scotch Plains residents; $12 per month
for Fanwood homeowners.

The proposed work must be done.
Voting “YES” December 12, while the
$12 million in state aid is assured, is a
timely and smart investment in our dis-
trict, students and community.

Manya Ungar
Pat Hoynes-O’Connor

Craig Nowlin
Coalition to Support the Bond

From President to Congress to Mayors,
Voters Have Their Pick This ‘Silly Season’

“Every fall, our communities encounter what has
come to be known as “silly season” - the political
frenzy of campaigning before elections. It’s a vi-
brant and essential element of our democracy.”
That’s how we wrote about it in our editorial of
October 1, 1998. Has it been that silly this year?

Everywhere we look locally, the candidates ap-
pear drained - having given it their all.

They’ll be glad when it’s over. So will we and so
will you. Everyone will discover that there is life
without politics. The cards will be dealt on Novem-
ber 7th, and everyone will put things together,
regardless of how it turns out.

This is a unique year for politics in the region.
Scotch Plains is electing their Mayor by general
election for the first time ever. Current Mayor
Martin Marks is battling it out with past Mayor Geri
Samuel. Although in opposite parties, they are
friends and the campaigning has been respectful.

Councilman Tarquin Bromley left us recently
when he passed away unexpectedly. His seat will be
filled by the election, but he will be remembered
with fondness.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, as the first
Democrat to hold this office in nearly 90 years, is
stepping down after two terms. Will the choice of
his replacement indicate that his success was
because of the man or because of a real shift in the
political demography in Westfield? Or is it simpler
than that in that the public selects who they feel is
the best person for the job at the time? It will be
First Ward Councilman Gregory S. McDermott
(GOP) or former Westfield Board of Education
President Susan Jacobson, a Democrat, this year
elected as Mayor for Westfield. The pundits can
infer what they wish with the outcome. Mayor
Jardim can walk away knowing that he made an
impact.

Fanwood went Republican last year and the ques-
tion remains - will the trend continue as GOP
Council candidates Joel Whitaker, an incumbent,
and realtor Carol Wood, battle it out with Demo-
cratic candidates Cynthia Swindlehurst, the incum-
bent, and Matthew Glennon.

One of the more remarkable stories this year was
the primary elections for the Seventh Congres-
sional district, a race which is likely to factor into
which party controls the House of Representatives

come January. It seemed like everyone was running
to fill the seat vacated by Bob Franks. Maryanne
Connelly of Fanwood went against the Democratic
bosses and won by beating Union County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla in the Democratic Primary. But,
did she come off her game in the general election? On
the GOP side, Michael A. Ferguson came on like
gangbusters and outpaced party favorites Tom Kean
Jr. and State Assemblyman Joel Whitaker to gain the
GOP nomination. He hasn’t seemed to slow down in
the general election campaigning either. Does Mrs.
Connelly have one more surprise up her sleeve?

There are two exclusive clubs in our region. One
encompasses the Republican domination of
Mountainside Borough government and the other
encompasses the 9-0 Democratic domination of the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

It’s unlikely that either will change. However,
there was a spark of life in Mountainside last year
when the Democratic candidate received about 40
percent of the votes. Similarly, Republican Wally K.
Shackell, Jr. had a respectable showing last year in
the Union County freeholder race, and he may be
running stronger this year.

At one time, the Six Million Dollar Man was a
popular program on TV. Could we ever have imagined
that there would be a record setting Sixty Million
Dollar Man on TV running for U.S. Senate in New
Jersey? Few gave his opponent, Congressman Franks,
a chance. Yet, Mr. Franks is hanging in there. Jon
Corzine must be getting a little nervous in asking,
where did all the money go? Generally, the public
believes that the final push by Mr. Corzine with “street
money” on Election Day will settle matters.

The race between Texas Governor George W. Bush
and Vice President Al Gore for the Presidency seems
too close to call. The Electoral College system might
end up choosing our next President, even though his
opponent may have received a majority of the popu-
lar vote. This hasn’t happened in more than 100
years. One third party candidate just might make the
difference.

They are calling Green Party candidate Ralph
Nader “The Termi Nader.”

And then there’s Hillary Clinton.....
If you aren’t motivated by civic duty to vote, then

think about how much fun you may be missing this
“Silly Season.”

Saving Central Business District by Building
Parking Deck May Hinder Town Growth

I can remember, not too long ago, when
our nation’s military leaders used to tell us
that they “had to destroy a village in order
to save it.” In Westfield, our municipal
leaders now tell us that they have to raise
parking meter and permit fees for every-
one who parks in Westfield in order to
build a parking deck to “save the Central
Business District (CBD).”

Recently, during a televised Town Coun-
cil meeting, one of our elected officials
said that a parking deck located between
Prospect and Elm Streets would be used
extensively by commuters. If commuters
are what the town wants to spend nearly
$20 million for in construction costs and
interest payments, why not put a deck
where it would be most convenient to all
commuters — on the east-bound side of
the railroad? Why not try to keep commut-
ers out of the CBD during rush hours when
traffic is already impossible?

Furthermore, if our governing body plays
its cards right, a substantial part of the cost
of an “east-bound” parking garage/deck
might very well be paid for by NJ Transit
which would be a major beneficiary of
more commuter parking in Westfield.
Then, there should be no need to drive up
parking fees and permit costs by an esti-
mated 40 to 50 percent.

I also question the logic of municipal
condemnation of an existing tax ratable
located at the proposed Prospect/Elm park-
ing deck site. How much will that condem-
nation cost Westfield taxpayers and how
much will the town lose annually in tax
payments from this presently viable pri-
vate business? Isn’t the goal of additional
parking to help downtown businesses?
Yet, the governing body is apparently
willing to sacrifice a tax-paying business
in order to save business in town. Does this
make any sense?

Another area of concern to me is talk by
members of the town council about form-
ing a “parking utility.” So far, only the
“Rich and Associates - Parking Consult-
ants Report” has suggested a parking au-
thority. The tatter brings to my mind the
New Jersey Parkway Authority, the Turn-
pike Authority, the Union County Utilities
Authority and the New Jersey Sports Au-
thority - need I say more?

If the Westfield Town Council creates a
true parking utility, the council can main-
tain better control and management over

the conduct of the utility. A parking au-
thority would, on the other hand, have near
total independence from the council. Our
Memorial Pool Utility has worked very
well; a parking utility would be much
more in keeping with past Westfield gov-
erning body successful practices.

Finally, what is the whole cost of a
Prospect/Elm parking deck? We have heard
construction estimates in the range of ten
million dollars. What will the cost be of
condemnation? What will the loss of tax
payments be from the condemnation? How
much of our present plus/minus $800,000
in parking revenues, mostly used now in
lieu of property taxes for municipal rev-
enue, would be turned over to a parking
utility to be used solely for parking/park-
ing deck expenses? What will that mean in
increased property taxes? Will taxes have
to be raised $800,000 to make up for the
diverted parking revenue?

My own estimate, based on construc-
tion cost and financing estimates in the
‘Rich Report,” is that the construction of a
parking deck on the Prospect/Elm site plus
the costs of interest to pay for the bonding
of the deck, could be as much as $17
million. How many new, additional park-
ing spaces will emerge? If it is plus/ minus
500 new spaces as I have heard, then the
approximate cost of each new space would
be nearly $35,000! This does not include
any costs for condemnation of additional
land or for any maintenance, security or
other annual operating expenses.

In a community that has always taken
pride in its fiscal conservatism, does this
make any sense? Well, maybe the baby
boomers of Westfield really don’t mind
spending their tax dollars to pay $35,000
for each new parking space in a deck on
Prospect Street and maybe we shouldn’t
worry about the cost.

There is one sure way to test the senti-
ment of the taxpayers - hold a binding
referendum on the parking deck before
one more dollar is spent on planning or
development of a deck. After all, we held
a referendum on the three million dollar
Memorial Library, shouldn’t we hold a
referendum on a multi-million dollar park-
ing deck? So far, the Mayor and Council
seem reluctant to hold a referendum.

What could they be afraid of?

Raymond W. Stone
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Reader Calls For Voting
Rights For Second Home

Are you a second homeowner in New
Jersey? Do you want the right to vote, in
local elections at your second home?
ACR45 is a resolution tied up in the New
Jersey Assembly, 209 Legislature. As-
semblyman Gerald Zecker sponsors this
resolution.

It proposes an amendment to the State
Constitution. It would allow a citizen own-
ing real property within a local jurisdic-
tion, but whose principal residence is out-
side of that local jurisdiction, to vote for all
local elective officers and upon any school
or fire district budget, or any question that
may be submitted to the voters of that local
jurisdiction.

Without passage of ACR45, many citi-
zens in the state are taxed without repre-
sentation. Elected officials will do nothing
for you if you don’t have the right to vote
in their jurisdiction. Why should they waste
their time with your concerns if you can’t
vote?

ACR45 is tied up in the State Govern-
ment Committee. No pressure has been

put on politicians to do anything about it.
They will not act on controversial issues if
they don’t feel pressure to do so. Alan M.
Augustine, our District 22 Assemblyman,
is the chairman of this committee. The
people of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, and other District 22 com-
munities are urged to let Assemblyman
Augustine know that they support ACR45.
His number is 908-222-2999.

Other State Government Committee
members are:

Rose Heck, (973) 777-6344; Linda
Greenstein, (609) 395-9911; Robert Smith,
(856) 232-6700; Nicholas Asselta, (856)
691-3004.

If you own a second home in New
Jersey, send us your name, address and
phone number. You can call (973) 204-
3447 or you can write to the Tuckerton
Beach Association at P.O. Box 1245,
Tuckerton, 08087.

Anthony Scaglione
Westfield
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Candidate Biographies
U.S. Senate

Name: Bob Franks
Candidate For: U.S. Senate
Party: Republican

P r o f e s s i o n a l
Background: An at-
torney, Mr. Franks is
currently a member
of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Education: A
1969 graduate of
Summit High School,
Mr. Franks received
his bachelor’s degree
from DePauw Uni-

versity in Greencastle, Ind. and a law
degree from Southern Methodist Univer-
sity in Dallas, Tex.

Family Life: Mr. Franks and his wife,
Fran, reside in Berkeley Heights with
their daughter, Kelly Amanda.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Franks
served in the New Jersey State General
Assembly from 1979 to 1992. A member
of Congress since 1993, he currently
serves on the House Budget and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committees.
He is co-Chairman of the Congressional
Caucus on Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Franks
served as a member of the Board of
Managers of Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside and on the
Long Term Planning Committee of Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Platform: Mr. Franks favors elimina-
tion of the marriage penalty and of the
Social Security earnings cap on seniors.
He supports tax breaks for stay-at-home
parents. The candidate also advocates
having 95 cents of every education tax
dollar go directly into classrooms and is
a proponent of character education pro-
grams.

He favors affordable prescription drug
coverage for seniors and supports ensur-
ing the life of Social Security through use
of the $1.8 billion Social Security Trust
Fund surplus. Mr. Franks supports al-
lowing workers to put aside a portion of
their Social Security payroll tax into indi-
vidual retirement accounts.

On crime, Mr. Franks favors the death
penalty and is an advocate in Congress of
measures to protect kids on the Internet.

Name: Jon
Corzine

Candidate For:
U.S. Senate

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is retired as
Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the invest-
ment firm Goldman
Sachs.

Education: The candidate graduated
Phi Beta Kappa from the University of
Illinois. He holds a Master of Business
Administration Degree from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Business School.

Family Life: Mr. Corzine and his wife
of 30 years, Joanne, reside in Summit
and have three adult children.

Gov./Pol. Experience: In 1997, the
candidate was appointed by President
Bill Clinton as Co-Chairman of the Presi-
dential Commission to study capital bud-
geting as a means of increasing invest-
ment in America’s technology, infrastruc-
ture and schools.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of Christ Church in Summit.
He is a Trustee of the Progressive Policy
Institute. He co-chaired the Summit Area
YMCA’s Second Century Campaign,

J. Corzine

B. Franks

which has helped to rebuild programs
that provide youth services.

Platform: Mr. Corzine favors univer-
sal health care, long-term care and qual-
ity public education, as well as gun reg-
istration and licensing and a ban on gun
shows.

He supports expanding Medicare to
include prescription drugs, and mandat-
ing employers to offer health insurance
to workers. On education, he favors fed-
eral support of college tuition for stu-
dents with a “B” average. Mr. Corzine
also advocates national accreditation for
pre-schools.

In addition, he favors indexing the
minimum wage to inflation.

Name: Pat DiNizio
Candidate For: U.S.

Senate
Party: Reform Party
Professional Back-

ground: The candidate
has been a recording
artist with The
Smithereens since
1980.

Education: The can-
didate graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1973 and at-
tended Middlesex County College and
New York University.

Family Life: A resident of Scotch
Plains, Mr. DiNizio is the father of five-
year-old Elisabeth Ann (Liza) DiNizio.

Gov./Pol. Experience: He was elected
and served two terms as a Republican
Party Committeeman. He declined an-
other term and changed his party decla-
ration to Independent.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
attends St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Platform: Mr. DiNizio’s platform in-
cludes campaign finance reform, Ameri-
can trade and foreign policy reform and
the protection of personal liberties. He
supports a Patients’ Bill of Rights and
prescription benefits for all. He addition-
ally favors campaign finance and elec-
tion reform.

Mr. DiNizio wants to roll back auto-
mobile and motorcycle insurance rates
and believes in mandatory, full personal
injury protection and zero threshold ben-
efits for all.

U.S. Congress
Name: Michael A.

Ferguson
Candidate For:

U.S. Congress, Sev-
enth District

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is an ad-
junct professor of po-
litical science at
Brookdale Commu-

nity College in Lincroft and founder and
President of Strategic Education Initia-
tives Inc., an educational consulting firm.

Education: Mr. Ferguson is a gradu-
ate of the Delbarton School in Morristown
and has a degree in government from
Notre Dame University in Indiana.

Family Life: The candidate and his
wife, Maureen, reside in Warren Town-
ship with their two children: Jack and
Grace.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Ferguson
was defeated in 1998 in his Sixth Con-
gressional District race against Congress-
man Frank Pallone, Jr.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the National Federation of
Independent Businesses, the New Jersey

P. DiNizio

Chamber of Commerce, the Knights of
Columbus, the Epilepsy Foundation of
New Jersey, Delbarton School Alumni
Association, the Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick, the Italian-American Founda-
tion and the Advisory Board of the Cen-
ter for Jewish and Christian Values.

Platform: The candidate supports ex-
panding Medicare to include a prescrip-
tion benefit; favors protecting Social Se-
curity and looking at options such as
individual retirement accounts to expand
the life of the program. On health care, he
is a champion of allowing patients to
make decisions on choosing their doc-
tors.

Mr. Ferguson favors reducing class
size and ending tenure for bad teachers,
while rewarding good teachers with merit
pay hikes. He supports trigger locks for
handguns, along with waiting periods for
gun purchases, plus licensing and regis-
tration of guns.

The candidate also said he would put
a priority on paying down the $5 trillion
national debt. He supports tax cuts for
families. Mr. Ferguson opposes abortion
in all instances, including cases of rape
and incest, and partial birth abortions.

Name: Maryanne
S. Connelly

Candidate For:
U.S. Congress, Sev-
enth District

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate spent over
25 years working in
the telecommunica-

tions industry. She retired in 1998 as
Network Commerce Services Director,
where she was responsible for Human
Resources in the Internet division of
AT&T.

Education: Mrs. Connelly, who at-
tended high school in Elizabeth, earned
her Bachelor of Science Degree in Nutri-
tion from the College of Saint Elizabeth
in Convent Station. She did a one-year
internship at Cornell Medical Center-
New York Hospital, where she received
her Professional Registration as a Dieti-
tian.

Family Life: Born in Brooklyn, Mrs.
Connelly was raised in Maplewood. Wid-
owed, she has resided in Fanwood for
over 20 years. She has no children.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mrs. Connelly
served on the Fanwood Planning Board

from 1984 to 1986 and from 1996 to
1999. She was also a member of the
Borough Council for nine years and po-
lice commissioner, before being elected
to a four-year term as Mayor of Fanwood
in 1995.

The candidate, who first ran for Con-
gress in 1998, opted not to seek a second
term as Mayor last year in order to launch
a second bid for a seat in the House of
Representatives.

Clubs/Organizations: Mrs. Connelly
has served her community as Chair-
woman of the Benedictine Academy
Board of Trustees; Fanwood Library
Board of Directors member; Raritan Val-
ley Transportation Advisory Board mem-
ber and as a New Jersey Department of
Law and Public Safety member. She also
has Criminal Justice Police Training
Certification and New Jersey Certifica-
tion for Substitute Teaching.

Platform: On education, Mrs.
Connelly favors reducing class size and
by issuing federal tax credits to support
$25 billion in bonds used by local towns
for school construction. She favors the
College Opportunity Tax Cut that would
give $2,800 in tax relief to students and
their families.

The candidate additionally endorses
protecting Social Security by using the
federal budget surplus. She also advo-
cates extending the life of Medicare with
non-Social Security funds. Mrs. Connelly
supports Roe versus Wade and partial
birth abortion.

Union County
Clerk

M. Ferguson

M. Connelly

J. Rajoppi

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-7

Name: Joanne
Rajoppi

Candidate For:
Union County Clerk

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Ms.
Rajoppi is serving her
first term as Clerk.

Education: Ms.
Rajoppi has a

master’s degree in public administration
from Seton Hall University in South Or-
ange and an undergraduate degree from
Case Western University.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
is a past member of the Springfield Town-

ship Committee, having also served as
Mayor, and was New Jersey Assistant
Secretary of State during former Gover-
nor Brendan Byrne’s administration. She
served for 12 years as Union County
Register of Deeds and Mortgages, an
office which was merged into the County
Clerk’s Office.

Clubs/Organizations: Ms. Rajoppi
is the President of Women’s Political
Caucus of New Jersey. She is former
Chairwoman of the New Jersey County
Clerks Association and former President
of the Constitutional Officers Associa-
tion of New Jersey and the New Jersey
Association of Counties.

Platform: If elected to a second, five-
year term, Ms. Rajoppi has promised to
continue to utilize innovative technology
to enhance the office of the Clerk, includ-
ing implementation of the electronic-
signature bill that was recently signed
into law by President Bill Clinton, which
she said will “revolutionize” the method
in which land recordings are stored in
county records.

Name: Eric
Urbano

Candidate For:
Union County Clerk

Party: Republi-
can

P r o f e s s i o n a l
Background: The
candidate is an As-
sistant Corporate
Counsel for an in-

ternational technology firm located in
New Jersey.

Education: Mr. Urbano is a 2000
graduate of the New York Law School
and is currently awaiting results of
his bar examination to be admitted to
the New Jersey State Bar Associa-
tion. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
political science from Montclair
University.

Family: The candidate is single and
resides in Scotch Plains.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Urbano
was a candidate for Congress in the
Republican Primary in the Seventh Dis-
trict before dropping out in order to run
for Clerk.

`E. Urbano

More Biographies
On Page B-7

New Holiday
Items

411 South Avenue, West
Westfield • (908) 233-5778

Coffee Roasters Coffee
Large selection of coffee • Pumpkin Spice
Simply Sinful • Tiramisu • Crème Brulee

Nut Cracker Sweet and much more
Shop Early – Order Early
For that perfect gift basket!

Italian Holiday Feast
Christmas Morning Baskets

Coffee Break
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Sean Hassall and Miss Ashley E. McClelland

Miss Ashley E. McClelland

Engaged to Sean Hassall
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice P.

McClelland of Westfield have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Ashley Elizabeth
McClelland of Westminster, Colo.,
to Sean Hassall, also of Westminster.
He is the son of Mrs. Gill Sarter of
Tucson, Ariz., and Robert Sarter of
Albuquerque, N.M.

A 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bride earned a
degree in art from New England

College in Henniker, N.H., in 1997.
She is currently employed by Ex-
press International in Westminster.

Her fiancé graduated from Sahuaro
High School in Tucson in 1990 and
was awarded a degree in Manage-
ment Information Systems from the
University of Arizona at Tucson in
1995. He is employed by Sun
Microsystems in Westminster.

The couple plan to be married in
December in Hinsdale, Ill.

MR. AND MRS. JACQUES PIERRE ANDRÉ, JR.
(She is the former Miss Marian Foster Meacham)

Miss Marian Foster Meacham

Marries Jacques P. André, Jr.
Miss Marian Foster Meacham of

Columbia, S.C., the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. W. Franklin Meacham of
Roanoke, Va., was married on Satur-
day, July 8, to Jacques Pierre André,
Jr. of Arlington, Va. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Jacques Pierre André of
Westfield.

The nuptials took place at St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Columbia. A
reception followed at the Columbia
Museum of Art.

The bride received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Political Science from
the University of South Carolina.
Prior to the wedding, she was em-
ployed as Vice President for Devel-
opment for the South Carolina Policy
Council.

The bridegroom earned a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree from Hamilton
College in Clinton, N.Y. He was also
awarded a Master of Arts Degree in
History from the University of Chi-
cago and a Master of Arts Degree in
National Security Studies from
Georgetown University in Washing-

ton, D.C. Mr. André is employed as
an associate by Heidrick & Struggles
in McLean, Va.

A rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom at The
Capital City Club in Columbia.

Following a wedding trip to Ire-
land, the couple reside in Herndon,
Va.

Boyds Welcome
Tyler Anthony

Karen and Glenn Boyd of Dunellen
have announced the birth of their
son, Tyler Anthony Boyd, on Satur-
day, May 27, at St. Barnabas Medi-
cal Center in Livingston.

He joins his older brother, Kyle
Gray.

Tyler’s maternal grandparents are
Maria Franciose of West Caldwell
and the late Anthony Franciose.

His paternal grandparents are
Bobbie and Jim Boyd of Watchung.

Dr. Brian S. Bosonac and Miss Jessica L. Gershaw

Miss Jessica Leigh Gershaw

To Wed Dr. Brian S. Bosonac
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Myers of

Summit and Gary Gershaw of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Jessica Leigh Gershaw of Summit,
to Dr. Brian Scott Bosonac of Man-
hattan. He is the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Stephen Bosonac of Scotch Plains.

Both the future bride and bride-
groom graduated from Wardlaw-
Hartridge High School in Edison and
received their undergraduate degrees
from the University of Wisconsin in
Madison.

Miss Gershaw earned her master’s
degree from Columbia University in
New York City and is employed as a
pharmaceutical sales representative
for Schering-Plough.

Her fiancé earned a Doctorate in
Dental Medicine from Tufts Univer-
sity in Medford, Mass., and is pursu-
ing a post graduate residency in orth-
odontics at Columbia University.

The couple, who are high school
sweethearts, became engaged on June

16 at The Ivy restaurant in Beverly
Hills, Calif. A wedding is planned
for July of 2001 at the Pleasantdale
Chateau in West Orange.

Library Commences
‘Books for Kids’ Drive
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library has launched its
annual “Books for Kids” book dona-
tion drive. Books will be presented
to disadvantaged children during the
holiday season and throughout the
year.

Books for youngsters from pre-
school to age 14 are needed. Dona-
tions will be accepted through Sun-
day, December 3. Started in 1991,
“Books for Kids” is a statewide pro-
gram sponsored by the New Jersey
Library Association’s Children’s
Services Section.

For more information, please call
the Westfield Library’s Children’s
Department at (908) 789-4090.

Basket Weaving and Cooking
On Tap Sunday at Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD — A demonstration
on creating baskets from natural
materials will be presented this Sun-
day, November 5, from 2 to 5 p.m. at
the Miller-Cory House Museum, lo-
cated at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Tours of the Colonial farmhouse
will continue throughout the afternoon,
with the last tour beginning at 4 p.m.

Eileen O’Shea of Summit will
demonstrate how useful and decora-
tive containers are made from mate-
rials such as reed, bark and vines.
Before pottery, tinware and glass
were easily accessible, Colonial fami-
lies settling in the “West Fields” of
Elizabethtown during the 18th and
19th centuries used baskets as their
primary storage containers.

The museum gift shop has a vari-
ety of baskets, Colonial reproduc-
tions, cookbooks and educational
items, among other merchandise.

Diane King of Cranford and Jean
Peters of Edison, both members of
the museum’s Cooking Committee,
will demonstrate open-hearth cook-
ing using authentic early American
recipes and cooking methods. Visi-
tors will be able to sample some taste
treats prepared by the cooks.

On Sunday, November 12, the
museum will present a program on
“Colonial Taverns.” For more infor-
mation about the museum or a sched-
ule of its upcoming events, please
call the museum office at (908) 232-
1776. The office is open weekday
mornings from 9 a.m. to noon.

Lancaster, Ltd.
76 ELM STREET • WESTFIELD, NJ

(908) 232-2232

� GIFTS � THROWS � TABLE TOP �
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Thursday, Nov. 2 thru Thursday, Nov. 9

Pre-Holiday Sale

S A L E

344 Millburn Avenue, Millburn
973-379-6125

20%
OFF STORE-WIDE

10%
OFF

ALREADY
DISCOUNTED
ITEMS

Special Orders Excluded
Cash or Checks ONLY

Can Not Be Combined With Any Other Offer
All Sales Are Final!!

“Shop Early and Save”

Mon-Sat 10-5 � Sun 12-5

Visit us at: www.coloursinc.net

CALL FOR A

FREE

1 WEEK TRIAL

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

1059 Raritan Road � Clark � Clarkton Plaza
732-388-8877

112 Elm St • Westfield
(908) 654-4849

The Kids Are Back
in School

Take the Time for
Yourself!!

• Massage
• Waxing
 • Facials

• Coloring
• Hair Styling10

YEars in Business

C
E
L
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G
1990-2000

Dudick & Son

Showroom Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12 • All other hours by appointment

Quality Kitchens & Baths

(908) 789-1790     •     40 North Avenue, Garwood

Satisfying Customers For Over 50 years

• Home Office
• Custom Cabinets
• Corian™ Counters

• Entertainment Centers

We are your source for complete
custom kitc hen remodeling:
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Candidate Biographies
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-5

Union County
Freeholders

Name: Wally K.
Shackell, Jr.

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Mr.
Shackell is a math-
ematics and science
instructor for learn-
ing disabled students

at Somerset County Vocational and Tech-
nical High School.

Education: The candidate holds un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees from
Ohio University and Kean College (now
a university), respectively.

Family Life: The candidate is married
and has two children.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Shackell
is a former Mayor and Committeeman in
Cranford and ran unsuccessfully for
Union County Freeholder in 1999.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the Knights of Columbus
Chapter No. 6226; Cranford UNICO;
the Cranford Jaycees and the Rahway
River Maintenance Committee.

Platform: Mr. Shackell’s campaign
has revolved around the elimination of
waste and inefficiency in county govern-
ment while lowering taxes.

Name: Albert D.
Dill, Jr.

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Mr.
Dill is an Account
Executive in the area
of electronic technol-

ogy for EEI, Inc. in Elizabeth.
Education: The candidate is a gradu-

W. Shackell

Albert Dill

ate of Oratory Prep in Summit. He at-
tended St. Leo’s College in Florida for
two years before leaving to go to work.

Family Life: He and his wife, Phyllis,
have two daughters: Alyson and Erin.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Dill served
three terms, from 1988 to 1997, on the
Summit City Council and is Public Rela-
tions Committee Chairman of the Joint
Meeting of Union and Essex Counties. A
former Union County Utilities Authority
Commissioner, he ran unsuccessfully last
year for Union County Freeholder.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the volunteer division of
the Summit Fire Department. He is
Trustee of the unit’s Captain Hose Com-
pany No. 2. Mr. Dill is Past President of
the Summit PAL and the Summit Area
Jaycees.

Platform: Funding the county’s Free-
holder Scholarship Program through cor-
porate sponsorships and fighting against
projects such as the proposed medical
waste facility and garbage transfer sta-
tion to receive New York City’s solid
waste are the main theme of Mr. Dill’s
campaign platform.

Name: Esther D.
Guzman-Malcolm

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Ms.
Guzman-Malcolm
served 25 years with
the Union County

Sheriff’s Department, retiring last year
with the rank of Lieutenant.

Education: The candidate is a gradu-
ate of All Saints High School in Brook-
lyn and attended Kean College of New
Jersey. She is a graduate of the Union
County Police Academy and just last
year earned a certificate in interpreting.

Family Life: The candidate is married
and is a mother and grandmother.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Ms. Guzman-
Malcolm has never held elective office
but ran unsuccessfully for Union County
Sheriff in 1998.

Clubs/Organizations: Ms. Guzman-
Malcolm is Past President of PBA Local
108; Past President and Secretary of the
Superior Officers’ Association and is a
member of the Women’s Political Cau-
cus of New Jersey.

Platform: The candidate has pledged
to work to develop a comprehensive plan
to keep families safe. The plan would
include adequate police staffing and
equipment and cooperation between
towns and the Union County Police De-
partment. She also favors putting the
county budget, freeholder meeting min-
utes and agendas on-line and establish-
ing an Internet message board for com-

this year. He also wants to focus on
school safety, to prevent an incident like
the Columbine High School tragedy from
occurring in Union County.

Name: Deborah P.
Scanlon

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Free-
holder Scanlon is a
paralegal in family
law, specializing in

custody issues and domestic violence.
Family Life: Freeholder Scanlon and

her husband, Patrick, a Union Township
Committeeman, have three children:
Tammie, Lisa and Patrick, 4th.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Elected to the
freeholder board in 1997, Mrs. Scanlon
began her life in elected office as a mem-
ber of the Union Township Board of
Education, where she served as Finance
Committee Chairwoman.

Clubs/Organizations: Freeholder
Scanlon is a member of the Union County
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee;
a founding member of the Irish-
American Society of Union and Vice
President of the Connecticut Farms
Civic Association.

Platform: Freeholder Scanlon said
she will continue to work to deliver
programs that improve the lives of
Union County residents, such as
Project Pocket Parks, which she over-Guzman-Malcolm

saw, that created $6 million in im-
provements to local parks and pre-
served open space.

She also favors programs that en-
courage young people’s active par-
ticipation in the election process,
such as MTV’s Rock the Vote and
Kids Vote USA.

Name: Chester
Holmes

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Free-
holder Holmes, a re-
tired Rahway police
officer, is President of

Holmes Security and Investigations in
Rahway.

Education: Mr. Holmes is a graduate
of Rahway High School.

Family Life: The candidate is the
father of six adult children: Chester, Jr.,
Raymond, David, Cheryl, Jackie, and
Harold.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Freeholder
Holmes served on the Rahway City
Council from 1989 to 1997. He is serv-
ing his first term as freeholder. Mr.
Holmes’ résumé also includes having
been a member of the Union County
Utilities Authority.

Clubs/Organizations: Freeholder
Holmes is a lifetime member of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement
of Colored People in Rahway and the

Alex Mirabella

Rahway Friendship Baptist Church.
Platform: Mr. Holmes has pledged to

continue to work to build up the county’s
infrastructure. He also said the board
wants to assist in getting officers into
schools to expand the D.A.R.E. (Drug
Abuse Resistance Education.)

Westfield Mayor
Name: Gregory S.

McDermott
Candidate For:

Westfield Mayor
Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is Vice
President of Drew &
Rogers, Inc., a print-
ing company based in

West Caldwell.
Education: Mr. McDermott holds a

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business
Administration from Gettysburg College
in Pennsylvania.

Family Life: The candidate and his
wife, Andrea, have four children: Bryan,
Maggie, Melissa and Patricia.

Gov./Pol Experience: Mr. McDermott
was elected as First Ward Councilman in
1997 and was re-elected in 1999. He
chairs the council’s Solid Waste Com-
mittee and sits on the Board of Directors
of the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
which governs the town’s special im-
provement district, and is on the liaison
committee to the Board of Education.

Deborah Scanlon

CONTINUED ON PAGE A-8

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a representative of the Muscular Dys-
trophy Philanthropy and is a coordinator
of Project Dream Foundation, a non-
profit group that provides playground
construction.

Platform: Mr. Urbano has said he
would implement an on-line filing sys-
tem to enable the Clerk’s office to be
accessible 24 hours a day. He said he
would turn back 25 percent of the current
Clerk’s salary to be put back into the
county’s budget to be used for other
county programs such as education.

ments and questions from the public.

Name: Alexander
Mirabella

Candidate For:
Freeholder

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is em-
ployed by the Chubb
Group Insurance
Companies in War-

ren as a member of the Systems Imple-
mentation Team in Field Technology.

Education: Freeholder Mirabella
holds a bachelor’s degree in economics
from Hobart College in Geneva, NY.

Family Life:  The candidate and his
wife, Phyllis, a Councilwoman in Roselle
Park, have a son, Alexander, and a daugh-
ter, Micayla.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Mirabella
was elected to his first term on the free-
holder board in 1997 and currently serves
as Vice Chairman. His first elected office
was as a member of the Roselle Park
Borough Council from 1992 to 1996.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the Knights of Columbus
and the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee.

Platform: The Freeholder has pledged
to continue to work to cut, or at least
stabilize, county tax levies through
streamlining budgets, while continuing
to implement programs such as those
aimed at enhancing the lives of Union
County’s seniors as were put into place

Chester Holmes
G.McDermott
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

ELECTION DAY CLEARANCE

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION
14Kt – 18Kt Gold

Certified Diamonds
Fine Watches

• Bulova • Movado • Esq
• Citizen • Saiko

20% OFF

908-232-0988
55 Elm Street, Westfield

J.BADDIS
Jewelry

$10.00 OFF any purchase of
$100.00 or more

$3.00 Any Watch Battery
Come in to register for a FREE
drawing of 2 Bulova watches.

Drawing to be held Fri. Nov. 3rd
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Candidate Biographies
He served on the Union County Im-

provement Authority, including the posi-
tion of Chairman.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a director and coach in the Westfield
Soccer Association and is a member of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Platform: The candidate has listed
creation of a long-range plan of three-
year and five-year cycles within the mu-
nicipal budget process as a top priority.
He supports establishing a shared ser-
vices agreement with the Westfield Board
of Education for the workload and main-
tenance costs regarding town parks and
fields.

On the parking deck proposal, Mr.
McDermott favors a plan where northside
permit-holders, representing 60 percent
of Westfield’s commuters, would use the
new deck at lots 1 and 8, thus reducing
rush hour traffic backup at the South
Avenue traffic circle.

Name: Susan
Jacobson

Candidate For:
Westfield Mayor

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is Vice
President of Mem-
bership for the Union
County Chamber of

Commerce.
Education: Mrs. Jacobson graduated

from Rutgers University in 1980 with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Accounting.

Family Life:  A 31-year resident of
Westfield, the candidate and her hus-
band, Ronald, have two children, Ilene
and Monica.

Gov./Pol Experience: Mrs. Jacobson
was elected to serve four terms on the
Westfield Board of Education. During
the course of those 12 years she served as
President and Vice President.

Platform: Among her platform issues
are establishment of a senior transporta-
tion service in conjunction with the United
Fund of Westfield and the Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross. She said the town should take
advantage of a county program which
makes vans available to towns, as well as
other available grants. She also favors
revitalization of the Central Avenue cor-
ridor.

To improve communication between
the town and residents, Mrs. Jacobson
said she would initiate a mayoral news-
letter via the town’s Web site, as well as
having minutes from town meetings
placed on the site.

Westfield
Town Council

Name: Carl A.
Salisbury

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, First Ward

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: An at-
torney, Councilman
Salisbury is a found-
ing partner in the law
firm of Killian &

Salisbury, a commercial litigation firm in
Clark.

Education: Mr. Salisbury graduated
magna cum laude from the University of
New Hampshire. He received his law
degree from the Wake Forest University
School of Law, where he was the Manag-
ing Editor of the Wake Forest Law Re-
view. He is admitted to the bar in the
states of New Jersey and New York.

Family Life: The candidate and his
wife, Casey, reside on Hanford Place
with their two children: Jill and Cameron.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Salisbury
was elected to his first term on the
Westfield Town Council in 1998. He
serves as Chairman of the Transporta-
tion, Parking and Traffic Committee.

Clubs/Organizations: The council-
man is past Chairman of the Board of
Outreach for the First Congregational
Church of Westfield. Professionally, he

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-7 is a member of the New Jersey, New York
and American Bar Associations.

Platform: The candidate is running
on a theme of “unfinished business.”
This includes working to see changes
implemented to solve the bulk of
Westfield’s downtown parking problems.
This effort is highlighted by plans to
construct a parking deck. He also wants
to continue developing strategies to re-
duce speeding in town, such as plans to
implement traffic calming measures along
Rahway Avenue and East Broad Street.

The councilman additionally wants to
see his suggestions to develop an inven-
tory of the town’s capital assets, along
with a long-range capital improvements
plan within the municipal budget pro-
cess are enacted.

Name: Peter
Echausse

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, First Ward

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate has 12
years of combined ex-

perience in municipal finance and public
service as a credit analyst, including
nearly 10 years collectively with Stan-
dard & Poors and Merrill Lynch. He is
employed as a Vice President at Toronto
Dominion Securities in New York City,
where he works as a credit research ana-
lyst for the firm’s Leveraged Loan Group.

Education: The candidate holds a
bachelor’s degree from Manhattan Col-
lege and a master’s degree in business
administration from Fordham Univer-
sity in the Bronx.

Family Life: He and his wife, Col-
leen, have three children: Kevin, Laurie
and Michael. They reside on Tuttle Park-
way.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
is a member of the Westfield Recreation
Commission and the Westfield Expendi-
ture Review Committee.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Echausse
is a member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where he

Susan Jacobson

serves on the Finance Council.
Platform: The candidate wants to

embrace a cost-effective downtown park-
ing plan that benefits all users, without
burdening tax payers; aggressively pur-
sue grant funding to improve all parks,
especially Brightwood and Clark Parks,
and institute long-range operating and
capital plans.

He also favors increasing funding for
a sidewalk repair program that would
include curbs in the future, and dramati-
cally improving communication between
residents and their local government.

Name: William B.
Ziff

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, Second
Ward

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: An at-
torney, the candidate
is a partner with the

Westfield-based law firm of Ziff & Ziff.
Education: Mr. Ziff holds a master’s

degree in urban studies from Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans and earned his law
degree from the Delaware Law School. He
received his undergraduate degree from the
American University in Washington D.C.

Family Life: Mr. Ziff resides on St.
Marks Avenue with his wife, Heidi
Remak Ziff, and son, Jacob.

Gov. Experience: The candidate
served as a program specialist in the
office of Economic Development and
Consumer Affairs in the New Orleans
Mayor’s Office.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Ziff is a
member of the Rotary organization; a
former member of the Board of Directors
of the Hudson County United Way and a
member of the Board of Directors of the
St. John’s Condominium Association, a
300-unit condo association.

Mr. Ziff served as an owner/tenant
during conversion of the building from
privately-owned apartments to a condo
complex. He is also a member of the
Hudson County Bar Association and a
member of the Supreme Court of New
Jersey District XII Ethics Committee.

Platform: The candidate favors an ini-
tiative to identify certain irregular-shaped
lots owned by the town in the Second
Ward, to make them available to the public
as pocket parks. Mr. Ziff also has said that
the town needs to move forward on the
hiring of a full-time professional planner
to address the town’s planning issues as a
whole. Generally speaking, Mr. Ziff wants
to focus on issues that affect quality of life
and the vitality of the downtown business
community.

Name: Rafael
Betancourt

Candidate For:
Town Council, Sec-
ond Ward

Party: Republi-
can

P r o f e s s i o n a l
Background: An at-

torney, Mr. Betancourt is a partner in the
law firm of Pisano, Triarsi & Betancourt
in Cranford.

Education: The candidate is a gradu-
ate of Tulane University in New Orleans.
He received his law degree from the
University of Puerto Rico.

Family Life: Originally from San Juan,
Puerto Rico, Mr. Betancourt has resided
in Westfield for 15 years. He and his wife,
Epie, have two sons: Diego and Andres,
who attend Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Wilson Elementary School,
respectively.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
served a combined 10 years as Westfield
Town Prosecutor and Public Defender
and was municipal prosecutor in Roselle
Park. He resigned as Town Prosecutor to
run for the council. Mr. Betancourt is also
a former FBI agent and Assistant Union
County Prosecutor.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is the former President of the Board of
Directors of the Nomahegan Swim Club.
He is currently Chairman of the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s Union County
District Fee Arbitration Committee.

Platform: Among Mr. Betancourt’s
goals are to leverage his relationship with
the police department as former prosecu-
tor to better educate drivers to obey the
speed limit, in order to create safer neigh-

borhood streets in
Westfield.

Name: Claire
Lazarowitz

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, Third Ward

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Coun-
c i l w o m a n

Lazarowitz is a fitness instructor and
personal exercise trainer.

Education: The candidate is certified
as a personal exercise trainer with the
American Council on Exercise in San
Diego.

Family Life: Ms. Lazarowitz and her
husband, Barry, have a 14-year-old son,
Jake, and reside on Tice Place.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Ms.
Lazarowitz was appointed to the Town
Council to fill a vacancy left by the
resignation of John J. Walsh. She cur-
rently chairs the Public Works Commit-
tee.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the Board of Trustees of
the Westfield Neighborhood Council,
serving as Chairwoman of its School
Committee, and the Helping Neighbor
Fund. She was a member of the “Save the
Rialto” committee and has been a mem-
ber of the Parent Teacher Organizations
at both Tamaques Elementary and Edison
Intermediate Schools, as well as Cub
Scout Leader.

She is a member of Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield, where she is a member of
the choir. The candidate is an active
member of the local Democratic Party.

Platform: Among the issues Council-
woman Lazarowitz has addressed dur-

ing this year’s campaign are pushing for
a traffic light at the intersection of Central
Avenue and Clover Street. Pedestrian
safety has been a major part of her plat-
form. She also is continuing to advocate
for “street rider signs,” signs placed over
existing street identification signs, to
honor Westfield’s fallen veterans, an is-
sue she raised as a council candidate last
fall.

Name: Karen
Trzesniowski

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, Third Ward.

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate owns an in-
dependent title sales
agency in Westfield.

She has past business experience as an
engineering assistant at Ohio Bell. She is
a former legal secretary and administra-
tive assistant at various major law firms
in New Jersey.

Education: The candidate is a gradu-
ate of North Olmsted High School in
Ohio. She is a licensed title insurance
agent with the State of New Jersey.

Family Life: Mrs. Trzesniowski and
her husband, Vic, have four children:
Kevin, Clint, Adam and Brad.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
was a staff member for the Bush/Quayle
Campaign in 1992. Her husband, Vic,
served on the Westfield Planning Board
and ran for Union County Freeholder in
1991. Mrs. Trzesniowski has served as a
Westfield Republican Town Commit-
teewoman for 10 years.

Clubs/Organizations: Mrs.
Trzesniowski is a parishioner of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. She is a past parent volunteer
with the Westfield PAL Football League;
a past member of the Jefferson Elemen-
tary and Edison Intermediate Schools’
Parent Teacher Organizations, and a cur-
rent member of the Oratory Prep School
Parents Association.

Platform: The candidate has said she
favors working to ensure intersections
near schools are safe for children. She
also opposes any plan to build a parking
lot on the South Avenue train station lot,
citing traffic problems and the fact that
north side business district shoppers
would likely not park there.

Name: Lawrence
A. Goldman

Candidate For:
Westfield Town
Council, Fourth
Ward

Party: Democrat
P ro f e s s i o n a l

B a c k g r o u n d : .
C o u n c i l m a n
Goldman is a part-
ner at Gibbons, Del

Deo, Dolan, Griffinger & Vecchione in
Newark.

Carl Salisbury
Peter Echausse

R. Betancourt

William B. ZIff
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C. Lazarowitz

K. Trezesniowski

L. A. Goldman

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hickory Chair • Dimes • Widdicomb

Valley Furniture
Special Sale Hours:- Monday - Friday 10-9;   Saturday 10-5:30;      Sunday 1-5

 20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623       33 Forest Avenue,
Hawthorne, NJ 07506  (973) 427-1848

HENKEL H ARRIS

Rice Carved Beds
in Stock for
Holiday Delivery

SOUTHWOOD 50% off on all Uphol-
stery Samples including special
purchase 18th Century frames and
Oct. 2000 New England Collec-
tion Samples

KINDEL NeoClassic Table, 48x80, ext to 128.
(as shown) Sale: $8675  (without gold) Sale:
$6900
Empire Sideboard(w/gilt leaf accents) Sale:-$9450
Lyre Chairs Arm from $2096  Side from $1645

STICKLEY Mission at Anniversary Sale Prices
(Watchung Store Only)D.R.-D IMES Clock

Tiger Maple Sale: 9500 (floor)

EJ-V ICTOR Newport Loveseat
List:-$8040 Sale:  $4000

BAKER Chair (floor clearance)
List:-$2518 Sale: $1500

WIDDICOMB Secretary Bookcase
L i s t : - $ 2 8 , 4 0 0
SALE:-$15,900

STATTON Bedroom 50% off
Pieces in Stock for Immediate Delivery

KARGES Dining Room Special Sale Stock

SAVE 35 - 55%
$100

Gift Certificate
on Premium Sets

Valley Furniture  Shop
 Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

53rd ANNUAL STOREWIDE ANNIVERSARY SALE!
November 2nd through 13th

SPECTACULAR-REDUCTIONS!
Drawing for Door Prize - Trip to Colonial Williamsburg

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 NOKIA REBATE
ON THE PURCHASE OF 8260 NOKIA DIGITAL MULTI-NETWORK PHONE

$75.00 cash back mail-in service rebate on any new
activation on calling plan of $29.99 or higher

OFFER EXPIRES 11/12/00

Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30
All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new

activation  of service on select plans. Terms and conditions apply. See store for details

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

Mail in and Receive a $50 rebate ATM card with purchase of Nokia 8260.

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

NEW!
DIGITAL ADVANTAGE

CALLING PLANS
NEW!

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

120 Min. - $29.99

200 Min. - $39.99

400 Min. - $49.99

600 Min. - $69.99

1000 Min. - $99.99

1600 Min. - $149.99

250 Min. - $29.99

400 Min. - $39.99

600 Min. - $49.99

800 Min. - $69.99

1200 Min. - $99.99

2000 Min. - $149.99

3000 Min. - $199.99
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Candidate Biographies
Education: Mr. Goldman received his

undergraduate degree from Colgate Uni-
versity in Hamilton, N.Y., a master’s
degree in taxation from New York Uni-
versity and his law degree from Boston
University.

Family Life: Councilman Goldman
and his wife, Cindy, have two children:
Bethany and Andrew.

Gov./Pol: Experience: Mr. Goldman
was first elected as Town Councilman in
1996 and was re-elected in 1998. He
served as Chairman of the Westfield
Democratic Committee from 1991
through 1999.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
was a Director of the National Jewish
Democratic Council and an original
Trustee to The Education Fund of
Westfield, for which he also served as
Chairman of its Grants Committee. He is
a member of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

Platform: The candidate is running
on a platform of his record as a council-
man, including preserving town neigh-
borhoods by addressing unsafe and un-
sightly properties; investing in Westfield’s
future by creating additional parking
downtown; protecting school children
by reducing speeding, and improving
safety around the town’s schools and
enhancing trust in local government.

Name: Jay Boyle
Candidate For:

Westfield Town
Council, Fourth Ward

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Mr.
Boyle owns an in-
vestment and insur-
ance business in
Westfield.

Education: The candidate attended
Holy Trinity Elementary School and Holy
Trinity High School. He has a bachelor’s
degree from Assumption College in
Worchester, Mass. and two certifications
from Kean College as a teacher of the
handicapped and teacher of the blind and
the visually impaired.

He is a graduate of Holy Trinity School
and the now defunct Holy Trinity High
School in Westfield.

Family Life: Mr. Boyle and his wife,
Cindy, have three sons: Bryan, Kevin
and Jimmy.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Boyle
worked for 20 years for the state’s De-
partment of Human Services before start-
ing his own private sector business.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Boyle has
been involved in numerous community
and statewide charitable organizations,
ranging from the Optimist Club of
Westfield, to distributing food baskets to
the needy, to Goodwill of New Jersey to
the EIES program, which provides radio
services for the blind.

He has coached baseball, basketball
and flag football and worked on Project
Graduation, Westfield’s alcohol-free en-
tertainment venue for students on
Westfield High School graduation night.

Platform: Mr. Boyle has listed traffic,
parking, road safety and town services as
some of the top issues that he would like
to address this year. He also wants to see
the dredging of Tamaques Pond come to
fruition, noting an investment in the pond
today will benefit future generations that

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-8 utilize the park.

Mountainside
Borough Council

Name: John
Shackelford

Candidate For:
Mountainside Bor-
ough Council

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is a disabil-
ity claims adjuster for
the Social Security
Administration. He

also has experience as an economics
analyst and management consultant. He
additionally owned an advertising, pro-
motional and marketing businesses.

Education: The candidate holds a
Master of Business Administration De-
gree from the American University in
Washington D.C.

Family Life: Mr. Shackelford and his
wife, June Sherrie, have three married
daughters and three grandchildren.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a Red Cross volunteer and tax preparer
for the American Association of Retired
Persons.

Platform: Mr. Shackelford said he
would press to eliminate all expense
allowances and never allow salaries for
elected officials in Mountainside. He
favors sharing municipal services with
other communities and lowering extraor-
dinary legal and engineering fees by con-
tracting them out on a bidding basis.

Name: Steve
Brociner

Candidate For:
Mountainside Bor-
ough Council.

Party: Democrat
P ro f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate has owned
his own carpet busi-

ness for over 20 years.
Education: The candidate has a de-

gree in business administration from the
University of Miami in Florida.

Family Life: Mr. Brociner and his
wife, Phyllis, have two children.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
ran for Borough Council in 1998 and
1999. He serves on the Union County
Senior Citizen Transportation Commis-
sion.

Clubs/Organizations: A Korean Con-
flict veteran, Mr. Brociner has been an
active member of the Democratic Com-
mittee in both Elizabeth and
Mountainside for the past 30 years. He is
a member of the Mount Nebo Lodge of
the Masons and volunteers at area home-
less shelters and in child development
agencies, as well as in providing mental
health and vocational services to dis-
abled adults and in resettlement of Soviet
Jews.

Platform: The candidate said he fa-
vors a business-like management for
borough budget appropriations for up-
keep of borough facilities and infrastruc-
ture, rather than bonding for emergency
repairs after the fact. He said he is run-
ning for office in order to provide resi-
dents with “another point of view” on the
all-Republican Council.

Name: William
Lane

Candidate For:
Mountainside Bor-
ough Council

Party: Republican
Professional Back-

ground: The candi-
date is an attorney with
the Westfield firm of
Johnstone Skok

Loughlin & Lane.
Education: The candidate holds a

Bachelor of Science Degree from Rutgers
University and earned his law degree
from Mercer University in Georgia.

Family Life: The candidate and his
wife have two children.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
has no previous government or political
experience.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Lane is a
member of the Mountainside Republi-
can Club and a parishioner of Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside and is admitted to the New
Jersey State Bar Association.

Platform: Mr. Lane lists maintaining
Mountainside’s low effective tax rate;
continuing borough services, especially
recreational programs for seniors and
youth, and maintaining the borough’s
infrastructure as his top priorities.

Name: Thomas
Perrotta

Candidate For:
Mountainside Bor-
ough Council

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Coun-
cilman Perrotta is a
municipal bond

trader in New York City.
Education: Mr. Perrotta has a degree

in economics from Seton Hall University
and has several licenses as a bond trader.

Family Life: The councilman and his
wife, Gina, have a daughter, Jessica.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Perrotta
was elected to his first term on the Bor-
ough Council in 1996. He chairs the
Recreation Committee.

Clubs/Organizations: Councilman
Perrotta is a 13-year member of the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department.

Platform: Mr. Perrotta said that, in a
second term, he would work to continue
to keep municipal property taxes low and
maintain an effective government in the
borough.

SP Mayor
Name: Martin L.

Marks
Candidate For:

Scotch Plains Mayor
Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

B a c k g r o u n d :
Mayor Marks is an
endodontist with of-
fices in Summit,

Union and Roselle Park.
Education: A graduate of Cranford

High School, Mr. Marks has a bachelor’s
degree in biology from the Virginia Poly-
technic Institute in Blacksburg Va. and is
a graduate of the New Jersey Dental
School of the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey.

Family Life:  Mayor Marks and his

Jay Boyle

J. Shackelford

wife, Lorie, have two children, Casey
and Jeffrey.

Gov./Pol. Experience: The candidate
was appointed by the Township Council
as Mayor this year. He has served as a
councilman since 1996. Mr. Marks
chaired the Republican Township Coun-
cil Campaign in 1993 and 1994.

Clubs/Organizations: Prior to being
elected to the council, the candidate served
on the Board of Directors of Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County,
the Scotch Plains Planning Board, the
Scotch Plains Environmental Commis-
sion and the Scotch Plains Master Plan
Committee.

Platform: Mayor Marks named open
government, budgeting and taxes, and
preserving open space as key issues in
his campaign. He said that, under his
leadership, citizens are now uninterrupted
when speaking at meetings.

Mr. Marks also said the local govern-
ment continues to keep taxes low by
being “reasonable and fair” by using a
“responsible” portion of the surplus to
offset the need for property tax increases.

On open space, he has proposed the
establishment of a Conservation Zone
that can be assigned to publicly owned
land. This zone designation would pre-
vent development of any kind and keep
the land in its pristine wooded condition,
he said.

Name: Geri
Samuel

Candidate For:
Scotch Plains Mayor

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate’s profes-
sional background is
as a legal secretary.

Education: Mrs.
Samuel has a degree in political science
from Kean University of New Jersey in
Union.

Family Life: The candidate and her
husband, Richard, have two sons.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mrs. Samuel
was elected to the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council in 1998 and was appointed
by the governing body to serve as Mayor
by a Democratic majority in 1999. She
made an unsuccessful run for the State
Assembly in 1995.

Clubs/Organizations:Mrs. Samuel
recently joined the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Rescue Squad. She is a former board
member of the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Scotch Plains; the Board of Direc-
tors of the New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra; the executive board of Con-
gregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains
and the Anti-Defamation League, and
President of the YM/YMHA of Union.
She is a member of Congregation of Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.

Platform: Mrs. Samuel has said, if
elected, she would work to further de-
velop the township’s business district

Steve Brociner

and work with the Township Manager to
forward the goals of the municipality’s
Recreation Commission, while working
with the Environmental Commission to
maintain a balance between recreation
and true open space.

Mrs. Samuel has strongly defended
not over-using budget surplus to off-set
tax increases which resulted in a 5.4
percent tax increase last year. She has
said it was Democrats’ efforts in 1999
that actually caused this year’s flat mu-
nicipal property tax rate. The candidate
said the township surplus needs to be
regenerated adequately each year to keep
the township fiscally responsible.

SP Council
Name: Paulette

Coronato
Candidate For:

Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is a home-
maker.

Education: The
candidate is a graduate of the Ursuline
Academy in Bethesda, Md., and holds an
Associate Arts Degree from Immaculata
College of Washington, D.C.

Family Life: Mrs. Coronato and her
husband, Andrew, have four children:
Sabina, Anthony, Wilfred and Cecile.

Gov./Pol. Experience: A candidate
for council in 1998, Mrs. Coronato is
Vice Chairwoman of the township’s Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment and has also
served on the Scotch Plains Planning
Board, Environmental Commission and
Health Advisory Board. She was Chair-
woman of the State Board of Human
Services.

Clubs/Organizations:The candidate
has been a member of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Twig of Children’s Special-
ized Hospital since 1993,where she cur-
rently serves as Co-Vice President in
charge fundraising to help support the
hospital’s outpatient center in Fanwood.
She is an active member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains, currently serv-
ing as a Eucharistic Minister.

She has also taught Sunday School
and served on the Parish Council and its
Social Concerns Committee. Mrs.
Coronato currently serves as an RCIA
Team Member, a group at the parish
which helps adults convert to the Catho-
lic faith.

Platform: Calling herself a fiscal con-
servative, Mrs. Coronato has pledged to
keep taxes as low as possible while main-
taining essential services. She wants to
maintain the residential character of
Scotch Plains by passing ordinances that
will preserve the community’s character
and open spaces.

William Lane

Name: Pete Tripet
Candidate For:

Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: An un-
dergraduate student at
Seton Hall Univer-
sity, the candidate is

employed at the law firm of Johnstone
Skok Loughlin & Lane in Westfield.

Education: The candidate is involved
in a five-year program in which he is
working towards a master’s degree in
political science. He is a 1997 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Family Life: The candidate is single
and is a lifelong resident of Scotch Plains.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Tripet is
making his first bid at public office, al-
though he has been attending various
town board meetings the past few years.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Tripet is a
member of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Club.

Platform: Along with Mayoral running
mate Geri Samuel, Mr. Tripet has said he
wants to address speeding in residential
areas where children are walking to school.
They said they reviewed deployment of
existing police and traffic personnel at peak
traffic times and meet with school board
representatives and parents.

Fanwood Council
Name: Matthew

Glennon
Candidate For:

Fanwood Borough
Council

Party: Demo-
crat

Professional
Background: A li-
censed engineer,
Mr. Glennon is a
certified lighting
safety professional.

Education: Mr. Glennon holds a
master’s degree in engineering from the
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy,
N.Y. and a Master of Business Adminis-
tration Degree in Finance from Rutgers
University in Newark.

Family Life: The candidate and his
wife, Gina, have two daughters: Veronica
and Kelly.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Mr. Glennon
is a member of the Fanwood Planning
Board and is Liaison to the borough’s
Environmental Commission.

Clubs/Organizations: The candidate
is a member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church Contemporary Ensemble
and the National Fire Protection Association.

Platform: The candidate has said the
Borough Council must control escalat-
ing property taxes in Fanwood by keep-
ing a lid on municipal spending and
securing grant dollars Fanwood deserves.

Thomas Perrotta

Martin L. Marks

Geri M. Samuel

Paulette Coronato

Peter Tripet

Matthew Glennon
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� Obituaries �
Julia Zimpel, 96

Julia Zimpel, 96, of Highland Park
died on Monday, October 23, at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains.

Born in Hibernia on February 17,
1904, Mrs. Zimpel was a homemaker.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Alfred E. Zimpel, in 1991.

Surviving are two daughters, Rose
Marie Taylor of Crofton, Md. and
Betty Jane Roussakis of Scotch
Plains; five grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, October 27, at Rusciano Fu-
neral Home in Highland Park, fol-
lowed by a Mass at St. Paul the
Apostle Church in Highland Park.
Interment took place at Resurrection
Cemetery in Piscataway.
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Lucia Evangelista, 83, Opera Soprano
Also Produced Gala Performances

Lucia Evangelista, 83, of Scotch
Plains, who enjoyed a distinguished
career as a soprano and producer of
operas, died on Thursday, October
26, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born on April 30, 1917 in Genoa,
Italy, she had lived in West Orange
before relocating to Scotch Plains.

Miss Evangelista, a soprano, stud-
ied at the Verdi Conservatory of
Genoa, making her debut at age 19 as
Mimi in Puccini’s “La Bohéme” in
the Politeama Genovese.

During an Italian tour three years
later, she reprised the role of Mimi,

sang Violetta in Verdi’s “La Traviata”
and performed the title roles in both
“Madama Butterfly” and Lehar’s
“The Merry Widow.”

She traveled to the United States
in 1947 for two seasons at the New
York City Opera, where Violetta be-
came her signature role.

Miss Evangelista subsequently
toured North America with Fortune
Gallo’s San Carlo Opera Company.
She also made guest appearances
with opera companies in Philadel-
phia, New Orleans, Detroit and San
Francisco, among other cities. She
additionally toured Latin America
during this period.

The soprano, who married Metro-
politan Opera basso Jerome Hines in
Lawrenceburg, Ind., in 1952, sang
the role of Violetta that same year in
an hour-long version of “La Traviata”
for the “Opera Cameos” television
program. Her appearance led to her
being recognized as the leading in-
terpreter of the role at that time.

Miss Evangelista and her husband
did several concert tours together
and appeared on the “Voice of
Firestone” television program. She
also appeared frequently in Mr. Hines’
opera “I Am the Way.”

The couple co-founded Opera
Music Theatre International, origi-
nally based at Newark’s Symphony
Hall, which served as an experimen-
tal training company for young sing-
ers. Miss Evangelista was chief vo-
cal coach and co-artistic director for
the group, and was also active in
fundraising for it.

She produced numerous galas for
the New Jersey State Opera, among
them lavish productions at Newark’s
Symphony Hall, the Newark Mu-
seum, the Meadowlands and the New
Jersey Governor’s Mansion in
Princeton.

Although she retired from active
performing in 1957 to raise her fam-
ily, Miss Evangelista had lent her
talents, free of charge, on several
occasions to the New Jersey State
Opera in its formative years.

Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band, are four sons, David Hines,
Andrew Hines, John Heinz and
Russell Hines, and 12 grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on
Monday, October 30, at the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
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George G. Ott, 91
George G. Ott, 91, of Cranford

died on Thursday, October 26, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Germany, he had lived in
Fanwood before moving to Cranford
44 years ago.

Mr. Ott had been employed as a
foreman with DuPont in Arlington
for 22 years. He retired more than 20
years ago from Koppers Company in
Carteret after 10 years of service.

He was a member of the New
Apostolic Church in Plainfield.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years,
Paula Ehrenberg Ott, and a son,
Russell G. Ott of East Brunswick.

Funeral services were held on Sun-
day, October 29, at the New Apos-
tolic Church. Interment was private.

The Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood, was in
charge of the arrangements.

November 2, 2000 Anne E. Puri, 88
Anne E. Ciampa Puri, 88, of North

Plainfield died on Friday, October
27, at the Villa Maria Health Care
Center in North Plainfield.

Born in Brooklyn, she was a life-
long resident of North Plainfield,
having moved to the Villa Maria in
1995.

Mrs. Puri had been employed for
12 years as a traffic violations clerk
for the Borough of North Plainfield
before retiring in 1982.

She was a member of St. Joseph
Roman Catholic Church in North
Plainfield and its Altar Rosary Soci-
ety, as well as the North Plainfield
Senior Citizens.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Frank J. Puri, in 1970, and by
a brother, Peter Ciampa, and a sister,
Grace Bonzio.

Surviving are a son, Bob Puri of
Langhorne, Pa.; a daughter, Mary
Introcaso of Parsonsburg, Md.; two
brothers, Andrew Ciampa of
Moorestown and Anthony Ciampa
of South Plainfield; five sisters, Angie
Ferrara of Scotch Plains, Geraldine
Miele of Parsippany, Lucy Cilano of
Altamonte Springs, Fla., Marian
Urciuoli of Clark and Mary Rubinetti
of North Plainfield; six grandchil-
dren and a great-grandchild.

Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, October 31, from the
Higgins Home for Funerals in
Plainfield, followed by a Funeral
Mass at St. Joseph Church. Inter-
ment took place at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, Northern Regional Chapter, 101
Eisenhower Parkway, Roseland,
07068.
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Anthony Iammatteo, 84, Businessman;
‘Mr. Dante’ Launched Tuxedo Stores
Anthony Iammatteo, 84, of Scotch

Plains died on Friday, October 27, at
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown.

Born on March 21, 1916 in
Vinchiaturro, Italy, he came to the
United States in 1926. He had lived
in Staten Island before relocating to
Scotch Plains in 1978.

Mr. Iammatteo opened Dante Tux-
edos in Linden in 1967. Also known
as “Mr. Dante,” he was the owner of
23 stores in New York and New Jer-
sey at the time of his death.

He had previously worked as a
grinder, sharpening knives and scis-
sors, from 1932 to 1967.

Mr. Iammatteo was a member of
the San Bernardino Society in Staten
Island, the 200 Club of Union County,
the American Softball Association
of Staten Island and the Bocci Club
of Brooklyn.

He was predeceased by three broth-
ers, Vincent Iammatteo, Matthew
Iammatteo and Guido Iammatteo.

Surviving are his wife of 59 years,
Filomena D’Aquila Iammatteo; a
son, Daniel Iammatteo; a daughter,
Rose D’Amato; a sister, Carmela
Spensieri; seven grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, November 1, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood, followed by a
funeral liturgy at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains. Interment
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch
Plains, 07076.
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Name: Cynthia
Swindlehurst

Candidate For:
Fanwood Borough
Council

Party: Democrat
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: The
candidate is em-
ployed as a scanning
administrator with

A&P Supermarkets.
Education: A Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School graduate, Councilwoman
Swindlehurst is a cum laude graduate of
East Stroudsburg University in Pennsyl-
vania. She holds a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in History and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Secondary Education.

Family Life: Ms. Swindlehurst is a
lifelong resident of Fanwood. Both of
her parents served on the Borough Coun-
cil in the 1970s and 1980s.

Gov./Pol. Experience: Ms.
Swindlehurst was appointed to the
Fanwood Borough Council in March to
fill the unexpired term of former Coun-
cilman William E. Populus, Jr., who re-
signed. Prior to that, she has served on
the Fanwood Planning Board.

Clubs/Organizations: Council-
woman Swindlehurst is a former Presi-
dent and Treasurer of the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Club and is active in the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, where she is a dea-
con and elder and runs the youth pro-
gram.

Platform: When named to the coun-
cil, Ms. Swindlehurst cited property taxes,
downtown revitalization and the future
of the Dean Oil property at LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street as pivotal
issues facing the borough.

Name: Joel
Whitaker

Candidate For:
Fanwood Borough
Council

Party: Republi-
can

P r o f e s s i o n a l
Background: Coun-
cilman Whitaker is
the owner and Pub-

lisher of Whitaker Newsletters Inc. in
Fanwood, publisher of periodical busi-
ness newsletters.

Education: Mr. Whitaker holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Business
Journalism from Indiana University; a
master’s degree in journalism from Indi-
ana University and a law degree from the
Temple University Law School. He also
holds a diploma from the United States
Army Command and General Staff Col-
lege, Fort Levinworth, Kan.

Family Life: Councilman Whitaker
and his wife, Donna Kay Whitaker, have
two daughters: Anne and Melissa.

Gov./Pol. Experience: After three
unsuccessful campaign tries, Mr.
Whitaker was elected to the Borough

Council in 1997. He currently serves as
Council President, Chairman of the Land
Use and Historic Preservation Commit-
tee and is Council Liaison to the Fanwood
Planning Board, the Fanwood Down-
town Revitalization Committee, the Long
Range Strategic Planning Committee and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Clubs/Organizations: Mr. Whitaker
is a member of the Fanwood- Scotch
Plains Rotary Club; a parishioner at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman Catho-
lic Church and a member of the New
Jersey Society of Professional Journal-
ists, where he serves as Treasurer. He is
a retired Major in the United States Army
Reserve.

Platform: Councilman Whitaker said
he wants to continue the downtown revi-
talization effort, a plan highlighted by
filling in gaps of retail space along Martine
and South Avenues. Mr. Whitaker also
wants to work to ease the burden of
property taxes on Fanwoodians and is
advocating expansion of the Forest Road
Park building; protection of children in
the playground area at LaGrande Park
from softballs which land there from
adult league games that are played in the
same park, and turning a detention basin
behind Borough Hall into another recre-
ational field.

Name: Carol
Wood

Candidate For:
Fanwood Borough
Council

Party: Republican
P r o f e s s i o n a l

Background: Mrs.
Wood is Vice Presi-
dent with the Century
21 Taylor & Love real

estate office in Westfield.
Education: The candidate holds a

Bachelor of Science Degree from the
University of Illinois.

Family Life: She is married to Lewis
Wood.

Gov./Pol. Experience:
Mrs. Wood is a former member and

Chairwoman of the now-defunct
Fanwood Board of Adjustment; a former
member of the Fanwood Planning Board
and a current member of the Fanwood
Board of Health and Fanwood’s Long
Range Strategic Planning Committee.

Clubs/Organizations: Mrs. Wood is
a volunteer at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
YMCA, where she served as President
from 1987 to 1993 and currently serves
on its Board of Trustees. She is also a
member of the Fanwood-Scotch Rotary
Club, where she served as President from
1998 to 1999 and of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors, serving
as President from 1994 to 1995.

Platform: The candidate’s campaign
platform has focused on downtown revi-
talization and improving, upgrading,
renovating and expanding Fanwood’s
parks.

C Swindlehurst

Albert J. Benninger, 91, Had Owned
Insurance Company in Mountainside
Albert J. Benninger, 91, of Brick

died on Tuesday, October 24, in Brick
Hospital.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Mountainside before relocating to
Brick 25 years ago.

Mr. Benninger had owned and
operated the Benninger-Tansey In-
surance Company in Mountainside
for more than 30 years before retir-
ing.

He was a Captain in the United
States Army Signal Corps during
World War II and a member of the
American Legion in Brick.

He served on the Republican
State Committee, the Economic
Development Commission in
Brick and on the Board of Trustees
at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside,

where he was a Fourth-Degree
member of the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Mr. Benninger was Director of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders in the 1950s, a Union County
Campaign Manager for Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1952 and magistrate
for the Borough of Mountainside in
the 1940s.

He was one of the first recipients
of a nuclear-powered pacemaker at
Beth Israel Medical Center in New-
ark and President of the Pacemaker
Club in Newark.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Elizabeth Benninger; a son, Peter C.
Benninger; a daughter, Mary B.
Howard; five grandchildren and a
great-grandchild.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
October 30, in the Epiphany Church
in Brick.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Colonial Funeral Home
in Brick.
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Phillip A. Caivano, 70
Phillip A. Caivano, 70, of

Mountainside died on Friday, Octo-
ber 27, at home.

Born in the Bronx, he had lived in
Millburn before moving to
Mountainside 35 years ago.

Mr. Caivano had been employed
as a steamfitter with the Steamfitters
Union Local No. 475 in Warren for
25 years before retiring in 1983.

He served in the United States
Army during the Korean Conflict.

Surviving are two daughters, Mary
Louise Harpster and Cynthia Sibley;
a sister, Carmena Stoney, and two
grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
October 30, at Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, after the funeral from
Smith and Smith (Suburban) in
Springfield.
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Gabriel I. Borsellino, Sr., 78, Owner
Of Trucking and Towing Companies
Gabriel I. Borsellino, Sr., 78, of

Mountainside died on Friday, Octo-
ber 27, in St. Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter in Livingston.

Born in Venice, Italy, he had lived
in Newark before moving to
Mountainside 50 years ago.

Mr. Borsellino was the founder,
owner and President of G. and J.
Freightliner of Newark Trucking
Company for 45 years. He was also
the owner and President of Triangle
Towing Service in Newark.

He was a United States Army Vet-
eran of World War II, having served
as a Sergeant in Panama.

He was predeceased by a son,

Gabriel R. Borsellino, and by a
brother, John Borsellino.

Surviving are his wife, Assunta
Fabbricatore Borsellino; two daugh-
ters, Judy Borsellino and Sue
Chillemi; two sons, Mario Borsellino
and Ray Borsellino; a sister, Lillian
Markovitch; a brother, Lou
Borsellino; 11 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
October 30, at Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, following the funeral
from the Haeberle & Barth Colonial
Home in Union.
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Augusta Schumitz, 100, Was Employed
By Prudential Insurance Company

Ruth C. Kaiser, 84
Ruth Carolyn Kaiser, 84, of Free-

hold Township died on Saturday,
October 28, at home.

Born in Millburn, she had lived in
Highlands and in Westfield before
moving to Freehold Township 20
years ago.

Surviving are a son, Edwin J. Kai-
ser; a daughter, Nancy Anne Mueller;
a brother, Robert Berstler; two sis-
ters, Doris Flaherty and Jeanette
Feins; a grandchild and a great-grand-
child.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Higgins Memorial
Home in Freehold.
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Augusta Schumitz of Fanwood,
who celebrated her 100th birthday
on May 18, died on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 24, in Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Caldwell, she had lived
in Maplewood for most of her life
before relocating to Fanwood more
than two years ago.

Miss Schumitz had been em-

ployed by the Prudential Insurance
Company in Newark for many years
before retiring in 1960.

She had been a Deacon with the
Sanford Heights Presbyterian
Church in Irvington.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, November 1, in the
Haeberle & Barth Colonial Home
in Union.
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Lynda L. Wright, 60, 1958 Graduate
Of Westfield High School Was Artist

Lynda L. Wright, 60, of New York
City and East Dummerston, Vt., died
on Sunday, October 29, at Mount
Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan.

Born in Elizabeth, she grew up in
Westfield and was a member of the
Class of 1958 at Westfield High
School.

Ms. Wright, an artist, had her work
exhibited at the Rosenfeld Gallery in
Philadelphia. She was a member of
the Southern Vermont Art Center in
Manchester, Vt. and the Windham
Art Gallery in Brattleboro, Vt.

She received her Bachelor of Fine
Arts Degree from Syracuse Univer-
sity and her Master of Fine Arts
Degree from Pratt Institute.

She was a member of the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Man-
hattan.

Surviving are her husband, Eu-
gene Hill Ferrara; a sister, Joyce
Connell of Moorestown, and a

brother, Richard W. Wright of Simi
Valley, Calif.

A funeral service was held on Tues-
day, October 31, at the Madison Av-
enue Presbyterian Church. There will
be a graveside service today, Thurs-
day, November 2, at 11 a.m. at the
Dummerston Center Cemetery in
East Dummerston.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Atamaniuk Funeral Home
in Vermont.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety.
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– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

• FRED H. GRAY, JR. •WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  DAVID J. CRABIEL

We appreciate
our neighbors

Like you, we appreciate having good neighbors. That's why we also
do our best to be good neighbors.

As established members of the Westfield business community, we
understand the security of dealing with people you know, people you trust!
We've built our reputation on this trust.

For over 100 years, we've provided area families with sound advice
and caring service at times of personal loss. We believe we help the most
by listening and providing choices.

We hope you remember you can turn to us in times of need. You can
also talk to us about planning ahead... removing this burden from the
minds of others. Please call us or stop by.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

MASTER
MEMORIALS

1171 E. Broad St.
Westfield, NJ

233-2350

ALSO: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, N.J. 349-2350

MONUMENTS
MARKERS

MAUSOLEUMS

DESIGNER • BUILDERS OF FINE

LETTERED • CLEANED

Bruce Bauer, Prop.
(Established 1938)
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How Do You Thank
 Our Veterans?

ing performance of their duty this
month in Yemen aboard the USS
Cole.

This year, veterans of all wars
will be remembered and honored
by a “thank you” dinner dance on
Veterans Day, Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, at the New Jersey Army
National Guard Armory on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield. Everyone in
the region is urged to join with their
fellow Americans at the Y2K Din-
ner Dance, which will take place
from 7 to 11 p.m.

This program was conceived by
the Westfield Historical Society in
its endeavor to document and me-
morialize the efforts of veterans for
future generations. All proceeds will
be contributed to the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Department of New
Jersey toward the purchase of a ve-
hicle to transport disabled veterans.

A nine-piece dance band will
entertain and a buffet dinner, in-
cluding steak, chicken, pasta, salad,
beer, wine and soda, will be served.
There will be door prizes of goods,
services and gift certificates. The
cost is $35 per person, for seating
at tables of 10.

Tickets are available at Irma’s
Hallmark, Fanwood; Bayberry
Card & Gift Shop and Patterson
Interiors, Mountainside; Nuts n’
Plenty, Scotch Plains, and The Town
Book Store and Lancaster Hall-
mark Ltd., Westfield.

For information, please call
Charles Brown at (908) 654-3946
or Brian Mueller at (908) 580-5788.

By GARLAND “BUD” BOOTHE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For centuries, many men and
women of the United States of
America have put their careers,
family and other interests on hold
for months and years at a time. In
uniform, they were thrust into
harm’s way. Military service could
be unpleasant, lonely, dangerous
and, sometimes, fatal. Our veter-
ans did this for one purpose, and
one only — to serve and protect
this country.

Communities across America are
filled with monuments to remem-
ber our veterans of wars. In the
many towns of Union County, some
of these monuments are well-
known, while others are forgotten.
In Westfield, local veterans who
lost their lives during the first World
War are remembered by the monu-
ment at the Plaza, as well as with
gold-star street names and signs.
The 78 Westfielders who died in
World War II are memorialized by
a bronze plaque outside the Town
Hall Community Room. Those lost
in Korea and in Vietnam are re-
membered with plaques at the
Memorial Pool.

Hopefully, the conflagrations of
earlier years will not be repeated,
and the number of those called
upon to serve and to sacrifice for
our country will be accordingly
fewer. Still, the daily headlines
remind us that there are men and
women out there serving and dy-
ing. God bless those who died dur-

New Jersey Table Tennis Club Features
Ideal Playing Conditions, Olympic Champs

Westfield Veterans Day
Ceremony To Be Held
At WW I Monument
On Saturday, November 11, at

10:30 a.m., the American Legion
and Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
of Westfield will honor all veterans
at the Monument to Veterans of World
War I in Westfield.

All are invited to attend as Com-
mander Alfred Riker of the Ameri-
can Legion and Al Shay of the VFW
will preside over the ceremony along
with Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim.

Ted Schlossberg of the New Jersey
Workshop of the Arts will present a
vocalist and Taps will be played.

Rosarians to Present
Mother Teresa Video
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trin-

ity and St. Helen’s Rosary Altar
Society will meet on Thursday,
November 9, in the “Blue Room”
at St. Helen’s Parish Center at
12:30 p.m.

A video will be presented on
the life of Mother Teresa. Partici-
pants may bring a bag lunch, and
dessert will be provided. All are
welcome to attend.

A liaison from St. Helen’s is
still needed. Interested individu-
als may call Rose Russo at (908)
232-9047.

The Society has announced that
the Day of Recollection at St.
Joseph’s Shrine in Stirling will be
held on Wednesday, May 2.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The members of New Jersey Table
Tennis Club (NJTTC), located in
Westfield, prefer to call the sport table
tennis, not ping-pong. Watching the
athletes compete, the difference is ob-
vious. Members of the club, many of
whom are national champions, describe
ping-pong as a recreational hobby and
table tennis as a competitive sport.

The paddle makes a loud thwack as
it slams the ping-pong ball across the
table, a white blur at speeds exceeding
125 miles per hour. The players jump
from side to side with the reflexes and
agility of tennis pros. The best players
have leg muscles like Olympic gym-
nasts. In fact, table tennis has been an
Olympic Sport since 1988 and some of
this club’s members are Olympic cham-
pions.

With roots that go as far back as the
1930s, according to club president
Barry Dattel, the New Jersey Table
Tennis Club has about 150 members in
three leagues, beginners, intermediate
and advanced. Mr. Dattel is a two-time
New Jersey State Champion.

Professional table tennis players
come from far and wide to experience

table tennis in what many members
describe as “ideal conditions” at the
Westfield club on North Avenue. Proper
lighting, a level floor and enclosed
table areas make the club one of the
best in the country, players say. Mem-
bers hail from as far away as Pennsyl-
vania, Connecticut and South Jersey.
There are other table tennis clubs in
those areas, but none with the same
ideal conditions as the club in Westfield.

“That’s why we get top world-class
players here,” Mr. Dattel said.

According to the USA Table Tennis
Web site at (www.usatt.org), table ten-
nis is the second most popular sport in
the world, second only to soccer. It is
estimated that there are 20 million table
tennis players worldwide. The sport is
most popular in China and Korea.

“Increasingly, more women and chil-
dren are taking up the sport in this
country,” Mr. Dattel added.

At the NJTTC, young and old, male
and female, compete against each other
in leagues and tournaments, as well as
for recreation and fun. Beginners play
on Monday nights, intermediate play-
ers on Tuesday nights and advanced
players on Thursday nights. Tourna-
ments, played 10 times a year, are open

to both individual players and doubles
teams of both sexes.

The club also hosts school exhibi-
tions and a variety of special tourna-
ments for the police and fire depart-
ments.

Two-time Olympic Gold Champion
and Woman’s National Champion, Lily
Yip, who also happens to be Mr. Dattel’s
wife, is one of the club’s best players.
Mrs. Yip won Gold for the Pan-Ameri-
can team in the ’92 and ’96 Olympics.
Originally from China, Mrs. Yip learned
the sport as a young girl.

“In China, we practiced six to eight
hours a day to be the best,” Mrs. Yip
recalled. “That was grueling.”

Other members of the club, like Mrs.
Dattel’s son Adam, who is the national
champion in the under 13 age division,
practice one to two hours a day to stay
on top of their game. Mrs. Dattel’s daugh-
ter, Judy, is the woman’s national cham-
pion in the under 12 division.

Adam, who is 12, attributes his suc-
cess to the great coaching of his par-
ents.

“A small part of it may be inherited
talent, but more importantly, I had the
best teachers in the world,” he said.

Adam has only been playing table
tennis for three years and said that
anyone can learn to become really good
at it with hard work and practice. Adam
said that he hopes to one day compete
in the Olympics like his mother.

“It’s important to be in good condi-
tion all around and especially to have
strong legs,” Adam remarked. He
strengthens his legs by working out on
a trampoline.

Other members include two-time
Olympic champion and three-time
National champion David Zhang and
Junior Olympic champion Alex
Groyzburg from Brooklyn. Alex, who
is 17, won second place in the Junior
Olympics and first place in the team
doubles for the under 18 division. Alex
has only been playing for five years
and practices one to two hours a day.

Watching a tournament match be-
tween Mrs. Yip and Alex is an exhila-
rating experience. The ball moves faster
than the eye can see, and the two Olym-
pic champions put spins on the ball that
seem to defy the laws of physics.

Club member Larry Bavly from
Somerset said that being good at the
sport requires speed and focus.

“You have to have the competitive
drive to win,” he added. Mr. Bavly is
ranked number five in New Jersey
and has been playing for 13 years.

But not everyone at the club has
hopes of Olympic glory. Table tennis
enthusiasts also come to the club just
to enjoy the game and to compete
against themselves.

Brian Farkas of Lawrenceville has
been playing table tennis for 20 years.
He enjoys playing for the sheer fun
of it.

“Table tennis is very popular in
Scotland, where I’m from,” he said.

Ray Arditi drives two and a half
hours from Winwood, Pa. just to get
lessons from Mrs. Yip, his coach.

“The level of competition here
makes the drive worth it,” he re-
marked.

Mrs. Yip and Mr. Dattel hope that
the sport catches on more in the
United States as it has in many other
countries.

“We invite anyone to come down
to watch and try out,” Mr. Dattel
said.

The club relies solely on member-
ship fees to survive. Membership
fees run $245 for an adult, $125 for
students and $83 for Juniors. Anyone
interested can call the club at 908
654-9009. They are open seven days
a week from 7 to 11 p.m. Or you can
visit their Web site at: http://
members.aol.com/ustabletennis.

The Web site contains links to the
20 pages of official table tennis rules
as well as tournament and club loca-
tions.

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

By REV. GARY F. ROTHWELL

On Tuesday, November 7, many
Americans will be going to the polls
to elect a new set of government
leaders. We will elect a new Presi-
dent, numerous members of the
House of Representatives and one-
third of the Senate. In addition, we
have our own state and local races
and issues. These new leaders will
have a great influence on the future
of our nation and world. What will
that influence be?

Voting is a very important part of
our democratic process and one many
of us hold dear. We appreciate the

right we have as American citizens
to choose those who will govern us.
Most take this right seriously by
studying the issues and how the dif-
ferent candidates say they stand on
these issues. We see the ramifica-
tions of who we elect on our society
and our hopes for a bright future.

In my congregation, we are in the
midst of our annual stewardship cam-
paign. Yes, we are talking about
money again. But Biblical steward-
ship isn’t solely about what you do
with your money. It encompasses all
of life, as we seek to take proper care
of all God’s blessings. Part of the
stewardship of our American free-
dom is to exercise the privilege of
voting and educate ourselves about
the candidates and the issues.

As people of faith, many of us
must consider not only our personal
interests that are at stake in the is-
sues, but also the interests of our
Creator and fellow citizens as well.
What do our religious texts say about
the sanctity of life and marriage, of
care for the poor, aliens, orphans and
widows? What are some of the hurts
that government can help heal?
Where are people suffering and where
might we bring help and hope?

I encourage you, as you are pre-
paring to cast your vote, to include
prayer and maybe even some fasting.
Seek to find God’s heart in the issues
and vote according to His will, not
your own. We need to let His Spirit
guide our thoughts and our votes.

We are truly blessed with the free-
dom and responsibility to vote ac-
cording to our conscience. May God,
the creator, sustainer and redeemer
of our world, so mold our will to His
that our votes will elect men and
women of good moral character and
noble abilities who will govern us
according to His will and way. May
we be good stewards of our vote.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Rothwell is Pastor of the

Scotch Plains Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 333 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Mayor’s Gala Set
For December 1
SCOTCH PLAINS – The 10th

Annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Charity Gala will take place on
Friday, December 1, at the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club in Scotch Plains, from 7
p.m. to midnight.

Tickets will be on sale through
Friday, November 17, at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Office, 430 Park
Avenue, or at the Scotch Plains
Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Tickets are $50 per person and
include hors d’oeuvres, a sit-down
dinner, dessert and a live band.

In keeping with the theme of
the new millennium, Mayor Mar-
tin L. Marks has chosen to honor
the “Mayors of the 20th Century”
as the Male and Female Volun-
teers of the Year, while the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission
has been selected as the Volun-
teer Organization of the Year.

The recipient of this year’s gala
proceeds will be the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Municipal Alliance
Committee, which is dedicated to
preventing drug and alcohol abuse.
To raise additional funds, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA
will co-sponsor a 50/50 raffle.

Tickets, which cost $2, may be
purchased at the Recreation Office
or from any committee member.

For the first time, the Gala Com-
mittee will also sponsor a Silent
Auction, which will be held during
the cocktail hour at Shackamaxon
from 7 to 8 p.m. Donations for the
auction are still being sought. Indi-
viduals interested in making a do-
nation or obtaining more informa-
tion are asked to call the Recre-
ation Office at (908) 322-6700,
Extension No. 220.

First Baptist
of Westfield

A Christ-centered church that
cares about the community

Preaching and Music that
Uplift the Spirit, Sundays at

10:30a.m. Quality programs
For children, youth & adults

“I urge that prayers and
thanksgivings be made
for all who are in high
positions, so that we
may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity.”
– excerpted from the New

Testament, the first Letter to
Timothy

170 Elm St., Westfield
(908) 233-2278

www.fbcwestfield.org

We’re Here for You!

325 North Avenue East, Westfield
908-232-8977

Jay@BoyleLLC.com

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

Securities are offered through 1717 Capital Management Company
PO Box 15626 Wilmington DE 19850 • Member NASD, SIPC

INSURANCE · INVESTMENTS
ESTATE PLANNING

We are All Called to be
Good Stewards of Our Vote


