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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

FREE OFFER*

30-Day Money Back Guarantee
Call Now!

908-654-4100
*For new subscribers only. Mention “Code DW.”

Offer is subject to change and/or withdrawal without notice. Some restrictions apply.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 7 E-Mail Addresses

$50

132 E. Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

For Each New Activation on any Calling Plan $29.99 & Up.

©2000 AT&T. Credit approval required. AT&T Advantage Plus Plans required a one-year contract and a Digital multi-network phone and a subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. $25 activation fee promotion is available to new activations only o n AT&T Advantage Plus Plans $29.99 monthly
and above for the first 6 months of service. Promotional minutes apply only to airtime used in your home calling area, applicab le long distance charges additional. Domestic calls only. Airtime for each call is measured in full minutes and rounded up to t he next full minute. Included and promotional minutes
cannot be carried over to any other month. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Included minutes are for airtime only. Out-of-bucket minutes range from 43 to 60 cents each. Wireless long distance and roaming charges may apply and are set forth in your calling plan.
Coverage available in most areas. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Full terms and conditions are contained in the AT&T Wireless Services Guide, Rate Sheet or Calling Plan brochures. Promotional offer expires March 31, 2000 and may not be
combined with any other promotional offer. Other restrictions may apply. Rate plan package must be purchased if requesting additional $9.99 per month 100 nights & weekend minutes. See store for details.

Free – Caller ID •  Call Waiting • Voicemail • Call Forwarding • Text Messaging
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Shoring Up Social Security, Education
Top Campaign Issues for Connelly

Will Split Among SP Dems
Affect Fall Township Race?

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A fissure
appears to have
d e v e l o p e d
within the
D e m o c r a t i c
Party in Scotch
Plains, accord-
ing to knowl-
e d g e a b l e
sources both in-
side and outside
of the party.

The main split looks to be between
Democratic Councilwoman and may-
oral candidate Geri M. Samuel and
her allies and the party hierarchy led
by chairwoman Pamela Boright and
her husband, former party Chairman
Dr. Walter Boright.

Denying any hint of any division
and vehemently questioning the ve-
racity of this story, Mrs. Boright told
The Times last week that “the party is
strong and well.” She said “we’ll
have a strong, victorious team in
November.”

Several people have told The Times
the division in the party goes back to
the aftermath of the 1998 municipal
elections in which the Democrats
won three council seats and regained
a governing body majority for the
first time in years. At the time, Dr.
Boright, then the party Chairman,
had pressed heavily for the three
council Democrats to appoint him as
Township Manager, but Mrs. Samuel,
soon to become Mayor, and her
Democratic colleagues at the time,
Tarquin Jay Bromley and the late
Franklin P. Donatelli, vetoed the idea
and irked Dr. Boright, who is retiring
as Superintendent of Schools in
Milltown.

Had he been appointed, Dr. Boright
would have replaced Thomas E.
Atkins, who has served in that post
since 1980.

The intraparty conflict apparently
deepened this year. When Dr. Boright
was party Chairman in 1999, Mrs.
Samuel’s husband, Richard Samuel,
served as first Vice Chairman. At the
start of the new year, the expectation
was that Mr. Samuel would be el-
evated to the chairman’s post, but a
last minute change in party rules
requiring that the top party post be
rotated between men and women
resulted in Dr. Boright’s wife,
Pamela, taking over the chairman-
ship.

In addition to local politics, the
Samuels are continuing to support
former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne
S. Connelly in her second Congres-
sional campaign. The party’s hierar-
chy has backed the campaign of her
main opponent, Union County Man-

ager Michael J. Lapolla of Westfield.
It remains to be seen how the split

will affect party cohesiveness in this
fall’s municipal elections, in which
voters will elect, for the first time,
the township’s mayor, as well as fill
an expiring seat on the Township
Council. But it is unclear if Mrs.
Samuel, who served as mayor in
1999 and announced her candidacy
for the elected mayor post two
months ago, will run her campaign
closely linked to or somewhat apart
from that of her Democratic ticket-
mate, Peter Tripet, the 21-year-old
Seton Hall University student hand-
picked by Mrs. Boright to seek the
council seat being vacated by Re-
publican Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr..

One individual recently told The
Times that he himself had been ap-
proached by Mrs. Samuel earlier in
the year about running for council,
and that the Samuels also tried with-
out success to recruit others in town
to seek the council seat. When asked
by The Times if Mr. Tripet was in-
deed the best candidate the Demo-
crats could find for the November
election, Mrs. Boright responded
by saying, “Well, he’s certainly one
of the youngest candidates we’ve
ever had.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The day after
Maryanne S. Connelly lost to Bob
Franks in the 1998 Seventh District
Congressional race, she answered
the telephone, “Connelly 2000.”

Realizing she had the best show-
ing of any Democrat in the district in
28 years, with 45 percent of the vote,
Mrs. Connelly decided to launch
another campaign in 2000.

She said a poll conducted last April
showed she had 50 percent name
recognition in the polls and was 20
points ahead of her only opponent at
that time, Warren Township Com-
mitteeman Jeffrey
Golkin. Since that
date, she has been in a
battle with Union
County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla,
who entered the race
in January.

After introducing
herself to commuters
at the Westfield train
station, the candidate
popped over to the of-
fices of The Westfield
Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood for an inter-
view during which she
discussed the key is-
sues that make up her
campaign platform.

Mrs. Connelly sup-
ports the use of fed-
eral budget funds to make Social
Security solvent for future genera-
tions.

She favors adding a prescription
drug benefit to the Medicare pro-
gram, noting that senior citizens
should not have to choose between
food on the table and obtaining their
necessary medication.

She supports a bill before Con-
gress which would enable seniors to
purchase prescriptions at the same
rate that is charged to HMOs and the
government. Mrs. Connelly said
pharmaceutical firms would still
make a profit if the legislation is
passed.

The candidate supports full fund-
ing for the Head Start program, in-

creasing academic standards in
American schools and reducing class
size in the lower grades. She also
advocates better training for teach-
ers.

One issue that has arisen in the
campaign is school vouchers. Mrs.
Connelly told The Leader and The
Times she is “adamantly opposed” to
any program, including vouchers,
which takes money away from pub-
lic schools.

Mrs. Connelly said the federal
government needs to take a bigger
role in public education by provid-
ing funds to renovate school build-
ings in to building new schools. She

said federal funds are also needed to
be to increase technology advance-
ments, such as networking comput-
ers and providing Internet connec-
tions.

One issue for which Mrs. Connelly
has strongly campaigned is school
safety. She favors “common sense”
laws such as trigger locks for hand-
guns, and requiring background
checks for firearms purchases at gun
shows, to close what she described as
“loopholes” in current gun laws.”

“I don’t think that is an unreason-
able request at all,” she commented.

When asked how she feels about
character building education, Mrs.
Connelly cited a student mentoring
program now in place in the West-
field public schools. Students iden-

tify the issues and then address them
with fellow students. Mrs. Connelly
favors encouraging increased inter-
action between teachers, parents and
students.

On the subject of health care, Mrs.
Connelly said the time has come to
pass a Patients Bill of Rights. This
plan would allow patients to select
the doctor of their choice, enable
physicians to make the best medical
decisions for their patients and allow
them patients to sue HMOs to make
them accountable for their actions
concerning insurance issues that
impact medical procedures.

Mrs. Connelly favors expansion of
the medical leave bill to
allow parents more time
with their children. She is
also a proponent of long-
term care for seniors, not-
ing that more affordable
assisted living facilities
are needed.

Mrs. Connelly noted
her opposition to a re-
gional medical waste
treatment plant being built
in Linden. Mrs. Connelly
said she is opposed to such
a facility anywhere in the
state, due to what she
views as the dangerous
practice of transporting
infectious medical waste
on county roads.

“I’m opposed to it, pe-
riod,” she asserted.

Instead, Mrs. Connelly favors con-
tinued use of on-site treatment medi-
cal waste facilities at hospitals. She
also is opposed to accepting garbage
from New York in New Jersey.

“We live in the Garden State, not
the garbage state,” she emphasized.
She said Congress must continue to
act responsibly on clean air, water
and related environmental issues.

Mrs. Connelly also opposes cuts in
benefits for America’s veterans, call-
ing that “a slap in the face” to vets.

In the waning weeks of the cam-
paign, she said she will continue to
meet with voters “face to face” at
train stations and supermarkets
among other places in addition
coupled to door-to-door campaign-
ing.

son School of Public and Interna-
tional Affairs at Princeton Univer-
sity.

The candidate got his first cam-
paign experience working for George
McGovern’s Presidential campaign
in 1972, both in the New Hampshire
and New Jersey Primaries. Mr. Farley
also worked for the 1970 Congres-
sional campaign of Dan Lundy.

His legal experience includes
working as a criminal prosecutor in
Massachusetts. Mr. Farley also rep-
resented individuals applying for
political asylum to the United States.

In terms of his campaign platform,
Mr. Farley has also proposed gun
control measures, which call for
mandatory trigger locks; taking bal-
listic fingerprints of guns; raising the
age for handgun ownership from 18
to 21; and requiring instant back-
ground checks of gun buyers at gun
shows.

“The level of violence in our soci-
ety is way out of control,” he said,
noting this doesn’t apply just to hand-
guns.

He favors a “maximum gun regu-
lation” policy that is “consistent”
with the Second Amendment, the
right to bear arms.

The candidate also supports the
licensing of persons owning guns
and the registration of all handguns.

In terms of the campaign, Mr.
Farley lacks the strong fundraising
of the other candidates in the race –
his quarterly Federal Election Com-
mission filing shows $11,275 versus
close to $800,000 combined for con-
tenders Mr. Lapolla and Mrs.
Connelly.

“We are trying to run a very strong
Internet campaign,” he said. His site
can be found at
www.farleyforcongress.com.

In terms of advertising, Mr. Farley
has bought space for a billboard on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains and has
hired a pilot to fly a campaign banner
over the New Jersey shore on Memo-
rial Day weekend.

He said the top two contenders are
“tearing each other down” and, thus,
perhaps voters will look for “some-
one with fresh ideas; a new person
not beholding to anyone.”

said Board of Chosen Freeholders
Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan. He said
the program was “a perfect fit” for
municipalities.

Mr. Lapolla noted that the grant
will enable Garwood and Fanwood
“to have senior centers of their own.”

Other towns receiving funds were:
Elizabeth, Linden and Union,
$250,000; Clark, Cranford, Hillside,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Spring-
field and Summit, $150,000; Berke-
ley Heights, Garwood, Roselle Park,
$100,000; Kenilworth, $99,850; New
Providence, $99,720, and Winfield
Park, $52,185.

Officials noted that Roselle,
Winfield Park and Hillside will use
the grant money to renovate and
improve centers with new furniture,
fixtures and kitchen equipment for
existing facilities. Plainfield,
Fanwood and Garwood will use their
funds for land acquisition, site prepa-
ration or construction of new facili-
ties.

The county freeholder board has
authorized a? debt of $1,995,000 as
per its capital budget this year. (should
there be more explanation here?)
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TV SPOT, TAKE ONE...Congressional candidate Maryanne S.
Connelly rehearses her lines for an upcoming TV commercial
recently filmed on Clark Street in Westfield.


