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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

HEATING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!
HANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

By Art from Taylor Hardware...
...someone you know & trust!

A Handy Man
for All Seasons

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

Robert J. Rush & Company
(201) 823-1107

We are professional, trustworthy & insured,
have great references and guarantee our work!

orrush@bellatlantic.net

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• General Repairs •Re-roofing
• Decks • Basements
• Drop Ceilings • Fences
• Concrete/Masonry •Sheds
• Doors/Windows • Garages

HOME  REPAIR
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Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•
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Every Job!

Fully
Insured

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel

(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• Integrated Pest

            Management
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Soil Analysis

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured
Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• Professional Landscapers’ Alliance
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

LANDSCAPING

Grasshoppers
Landscaping

Complete Lawn Care
Maintenance • Design

Clean-ups • Mulch • Stone • Sod

Free Estimates Fully Insured

(908) 686-7599

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
Landscape & Design Contractors

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems � New Plantings
Patios � Walks � New Lawns

Retaining Walls � Stone � Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of  The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

FLOORS

Kean Flooring, Co.
HARDWOOD FLOORS

Refinishing • Installations
Staining • Repairs

Sanding • Deck Care
Call Today for Estimate

1-732-868-0752
Dust Free Sanding

Craftmanship is
our specialty

HOUSE CLEANING

Karen Gustavsen
(908) 276-5939

Quality Care
Cleaning Professionals

Quality Home & Office
Cleaning at a fair price.

CERAMIC TILE

~ Free Estimates ~
(908) 233-3294
8 Elm St., Westfield

Salzano
 Enterprises

Ceramic Tile Installation
Repair & Re-grout Specialists

MASONRY

(732)
549-7790

Chris Thorne
Masonry

Over 15 years of experience in
concrete, brick pavers, walks,
steps, patios and driveways

ROOFING & SIDING
�THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE�

NJ Timberline
Builders, Inc.

(800) 393-4951

ALL TYPES • ROOFS AND SIDING
Plywood Replacement • Tearoffs

Flat Roofs • Expert Repairs • Certified Warranty
Free Estimates • Insured & Licensed

We R
eturn

All C
alls

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

� Kitchens � Baths � Ceramic Tile
� Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

� General Maintenance & Repairs
� Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Atlas Construction

(732) 742-0088

John Goski, BuilderFully Insured Free Estimates

ADDITIONS • CUSTOM DESIGN
Vinyl Siding • Windows • Doors • Gutters • Roofs

“Keeping your home beautiful”

Seventh Congressional Update
Jon Corzine and Jim Florio Trade Barbs in 3rd Debate
For Democratic Party Nomination in U.S. Senate Race
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

LIVINGSTON — With the Pri-
mary election less than three weeks
away, Democrats Jon Corzine and
former Governor Jim Florio debated
for the third time in a week on May
16 in their race for the party’s United
States Senate nomination.

Mr. Corzine and Mr. Florio are
vying for the seat currently held by
Senator Frank Lautenberg, who is
retiring after 18 years.

The event, sponsored by the Metro-
West Jewish Community Relations
Committee and the New Jersey Jew-
ish News, was held before an esti-
mated crowd of 500 at Temple Beth
Shalom in Livingston.

The candidates responded to ques-
tions ranging from Israel-United
States relations to gun laws and edu-
cation to gay marriages.

Although low key in nature, both
candidates traded barbs throughout
the 90-minute debate. Mr. Corzine
told the audience that his opponent
“wants to pick a fight, while I want to
fight for the people of New Jersey.”

Mr. Florio, a former 16-year Con-
gressman who served as Governor
from 1990 to 1994, shot back by
stating that his proposals are based
on a past record and thus are “an
example not of rhetoric, but reason.”

Mr. Corzine’s platform focuses on
making health care and pre-school
available to all Americans and imple-
menting registration for all guns,
along with extending the life of So-
cial Security by investing 15 percent
of its Trust Fund in the Stock Market.

Mr. Florio said his opponent’s pro-
posal threatens to “dismantle” So-
cial Security, which he described as
“a system of our sense of caring” for
the senior population. He supports
keeping the entire fund, estimated at
$2.2 trillion, invested in United States
Treasury notes.

On the issue of child care, Mr.
Corzine wants to double federal fund-
ing for Head Start and kindergarten
through grade 12 programs from $30
to $60 billion annually, while also
making child care available to all
children.

Mr. Florio supports federal income
tax deductions for parents paying for
child care services and for employ-
ers who provide day care programs
for their workers.

Discussing education reform, Mr.
Florio responded that the federal
government needs to significantly
increase its financial support of pub-
lic education which, he said, cur-
rently stands at just 7 percent of the
cost. He said federal tax dollars are
especially needed to cover capital
improvements to school buildings.

Mr. Corzine, noting the current
economic prosperity in the nation, as
well as a federal budget surplus, said
government needs to invest more in

public education. The candidate
seeks to utilize federal dollars for
upgrading existing school buildings,
while also making classrooms ac-
cessible to computer technology.

Mr. Corzine also said he favors
smaller class sizes and National
Board Certification for teachers.

“Education is the bridge to the
American promise,” he said.

Both candidates stated their oppo-
sition to school voucher programs,
although Mr. Corzine said he would
not object to a closer look at charter
schools.

On the State of Israel, Mr. Corzine
said the United States’ role must be
to “facilitate the (peace) process”
and dictate policy.

Calling Israel the Unites States’
only ally in the Middle East, Mr.
Florio responded that the United
States must continue to provide se-
curity to Israel.

Both candidates supported relo-
cating the United States embassy in
Israel to Jerusalem. Mr. Florio said
the time to make this move should be
left up to Israel and not the United
States. Mr. Corzine said he believes
the relocation should be done now,
adding that he views Jerusalem as
the Israeli capital, both “eternally
and undividedly.”

On Charitable Choice Proposals,
whereby funds are made available to
religious organizations for social pro-
grams, Mr. Florio said he would sup-
port such initiatives so long as there
continues to be a separation of church
and state. He said he would not sup-
port programs whereby groups oper-
ate on behalf of religious organiza-
tions.

Mr. Corzine said these programs
must be clearly defined and be “veri-
fiable” to ensure

“Because what works in one insti-
tution can be Bob Jones University
in another,” he said, a reference to a
visit there by Texas Governor and
likely GOP Presidential nominee
George W. Bush.

When asked why he continues to
beat up Mr. Florio on the 1991 tax
increase implemented during the
former governor’s administration,
Mr. Corzine said it is important to
show where a candidate has said one
thing in a campaign and done just the
opposite when elected.

He has stated that Mr. Florio broke
a campaign promise not to raise taxes,
yet he delivered the biggest tax in-
crease package in the state’s history.

Mr. Corzine said he was specifi-
cally disturbed by increases in the
sales tax by then-Governor Florio, a
figure representing $1.5 of the total
$2.8 billion tax package.

He called sales taxes “the most
regressive of taxes,” since they im-
pact the economy and people who
can least afford to pay more.

The former governor told onlook-

ers that Mr. Corzine was an “enthu-
siastic” contributor to his gubernato-
rial campaign. He said Mr. Corzine
provided the maximum in contribu-
tions allowed by federal election
laws.

Mr. Florio defended his past ac-
tions, noting that instead of a prom-
ised $300 billion surplus when he
took office in 1990, the state was left
with a $600 billion shortfall.

“I was not about to be the Gover-
nor of a deadbeat state,” he responded.

When questioned on the issue of
gay marriages, Mr. Florio said he
opposes such unions, although he
supports civil agreements in that re-
gard. To bolster his stand, he noted
his past record of pushing through
stiff anti-discrimination measures
specifically addressing discrimina-
tion with regard to sexual orienta-
tion.

Mr. Corzine explained that he sup-
ports anti-discrimination rules, in-
cluding those impacting gay partner-
ships, inheritances, adoptions and

property rights.
Discussing gun laws, Mr. Florio

accused his opponent of being asso-
ciated with Goldman Sachs at a time
when it was financing major gun
manufacturers.

Mr. Corzine said some of these
companies are leading the way in
safety measures, such as the so-called
“smart gun” technology.

He also said, in reference to a
federal gun registration law, that
something needs to be done to stop
New Jerseyans from going to Penn-
sylvania to buy guns at shows. Penn-
sylvania has no registration require-
ments.

In his closing statement, Mr. Florio
said he should be elected because, “I
have the experience. I have the cre-
dentials.”

Mr. Corzine, noting that the elec-
tion should focus on the future and
not the policies of the past, said his
campaign is “an agenda of progress.”

The candidates will face off once
more before the primary.

Michael Ferguson labeled charges
by opponent Joel Weingarten that he
switched residences with a major cam-
paign contributor as “silly.”

Mr. Weingarten has records revealing
that Mr. Ferguson sold his home in Red
Bank to Patrick McMorrow who, in turn,
sold his Warren home for $462,000 to
Mr. Ferguson and his family.

“To say that somehow we benefited
from this transaction financially is one of
the silliest things I’ve ever heard,” Mr.
Ferguson told The Leader and The Times.

He has been accused of switching
residences with Mr. McMorrow and of
being behind a group based in Virginia,
the Council for Responsive Government
(CRG), which has been sending out at-
tack direct mail pieces and press re-
leases against Mr. Weingarten and fel-
low Republican Congressional candi-
date Tom Kean, Jr.

Mr. Ferguson, who indicated he has
no knowledge of CRG, said he has asked
the organization to stop its mailings. Mr.
Weingarten has hired legal counsel to
investigate the matter.

Mr. Ferguson labeled both criticisms

“rumors that are trying to be spread by
guys who are lagging far behind in the
polls.”

“It (negative campaigning) goes against
everything I am about. I spend my life
trying to teach young people and trying to
get them involved in the process,” he
explained. He also issued a press release
asking that CRG stop its attacks.

GOP Congressional contender Patrick
Morrisey has asked that CRG stop its
attacks, in addition to ceasing the use of his
name in the literature. Mr. Morrisey said
the literature falsely implies that he is the
apparent source of the attacks. He has said
he has no involvement with CRG.

*  *  *  *  *
Tom Kean, Jr. has picked up the

endorsements of former Westfield Mayor
and current Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger, former Westfield Mayors Allen
Chin and Garland “Bud” Boothe, First
Ward Councilman and this year’s May-
oral contender Gregory S. McDermott,
Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein and Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba.

Among Scotch Plains residents, he has
gained the support of State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, Assembly-
man and former Mayor Alan M. Augus-
tine, former Mayors Irene T. Schmidt and
Alice Agran, Councilman Frank Rossi,
Township GOP Chairman and former
Mayor Gabe Spera and County GOP Com-
mitteeman Chris Abeel.

*  *  *  *  *
Maryanne S. Connelly has released a

Cable TV ad in which she charges that,
in 1997, Union County employees were
forced to take early retirement or give up
their health benefits forever. The ad puts
the blame on her chief rival in the Demo-
cratic Primary, Michael J. Lapolla.

In response to the ad, Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan, a member of the
Lapolla Campaign, called the accusa-
tions false. In a statement, he accused
Mrs. Connelly of “scrambling for issues
late in the campaign and she should
really stick to the facts, not fabrications,
for her platform.”

A press conference had been sched-
uled for Monday, with a county employ-
ees union, Mr. Sullivan, Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo and county government retirees
and long-time staff participating. That
conference was canceled due to inclem-
ent weather.

*  *  *  *  *
Democrat Michael Lapolla and Re-

publican Patrick Morrisey launched new
Cable TV spots this week. Mr. Lapolla
focused on his experience as a prosecu-
tor working to “put a dent in car thefts”
and gun violence. The candidate’s ad
also focused on his role as County Man-
ager where, he said, he helped provide
computer access to classrooms through-
out Union County and secured health
care for seniors and fought to keep New
York City garbage out of the county.

Mr. Morrisey’s ad starts out with a
visual image of President Bill Clinton
and states, “Tired of the lies and double
talk?” It states that Mr. Morrisey helped
to fight the “Clinton White House on its
deceptions, firsthand.” He promised
voters “straight talk” on issues such as
preserving Social Security and reform-
ing Medicare.

Ferguson Looks to Win Primary
On Fresh Ideas, Education Issue

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Saying that Sev-
enth District needs a Congressman
with fresh ideas and a passion to
represent their interests in Wash-
ington, Michael Ferguson is push-
ing ahead in his effort to win the
Republican nomination in the June
6 Primary.

An adjunct professor in political
science at Brookdale College in
Lincroft, the candidate said he
“brings real life experiences” to the
GOP field. A new father, he once
taught high school at Mount St.
Michael Academy in the Bronx. He
later started an education consult-
ing firm, Strategic Education Initia-
tives Inc.

A Delbarton School graduate, Mr.
Ferguson holds a masters degree in
public policy with a specialization
in education policy from
Georgetown University. He also was
the Executive Director of the Better
Schools Foundation, a national
school reform advocacy group
founded by former President George
Bush’s Education Secretary, Lamar
Alexander, and U.S. Senator Paul
Coverdell.

“I think we have tremendous cre-
dentials and strength on the educa-
tion issue,” the candidate stated in
an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood conducted over
lunch at Vicki’s Diner in Westfield.

On the education issue, Mr.
Ferguson, 29, wants to return con-
trol of schools to parents, families
and teachers at the local level. He
supports merit pay hikes for good
teachers and competency testing for
all teachers and favors smaller class
sizes with less money spent on bu-
reaucracy. He also supports federal
block grants that could be used at
the local level for everything from
text books to adding teachers to
reduce class size.

In the area of taxes, Mr. Ferguson
supports the elimination of the In-
ternal Revenue Service which he
said should be replaced with a “sim-
pler, fairer system.” New Jerseyans,
he notes, pay on average 40 percent
of the gross income on taxes.

Cutting taxes, the candidate be-
lieves, would free up more take home
pay for parents to spend on child
care and elder care for their own
parents. Mr. Ferguson wants to elimi-
nate the death tax and marriage pen-
alty tax and reduce the capital gains
tax. He proposes to cut the national
debt by slashing “wasteful govern-
ment programs.”

Regarding on Social Security, Mr.
Ferguson said his first priority on
federal budget surplus funds would
be dedicated to Social Security sol-
vency. The rest of the surplus, he
said, should be used for tax relief
and to pay down the national debt.
He also wants to reform Social Se-
curity system to ensure it is pro-

tected.
Another big issue these days at

the federal level is gun control. As a
teacher in the Bronx Mr. Ferguson
once witnessed a gun going off in
his class which struck a radiator. He
said he wants to keep guns out of the
hands of kids and criminals by in-
creasing enforcement of existing
laws.

The conservative candidate is also
pro-life on the abortion issue, a stand
he said is based more on principal
than politics. He said he is a “multi-
dimensional” and not a one issue
candidate.

Mr. Ferguson said he is also cam-
paigning on restoring confidence in
government.

On health care, Mr. Ferguson fa-
vors expansion of Medicare to in-
clude a prescription drug plan for
seniors, giving patients the choice
of doctors and having medical deci-
sions made by physicians and not by
HMOs.

He feels not being a “career poli-
tician” and the fact he brings “some-
thing refreshing to the table” is what
separates him from his opposition.
He wants to start Town Hall meet-
ings in an effort bring constituents
into the process.

“The question I think for all of us
is who can muster the passion and
energy in the last two and a half
weeks of the campaign,” Mr.
Ferguson. He believes he is that
candidate.


