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Unusual Plant Selection
Unique Garden Designs
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Parker has over 50 years of professional dependability, providing our
customers with a handsome landscape creatively designed & expertly

installed to meet your personal environmental lifestyle & needs.
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$300 off any installation $3000 or more
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CHURCH, MILLER GET TRIPLES; PINIAT SILENCES

Softball Raiders Mesmerize
Dazed Lady Minutemen, 8-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Katie Church and Megan Miller
unloaded the big thunder and pitcher
Alicia Piniat provided the pacifier as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team silenced Eliza-
beth, 8-1, in Scotch Plains on May
17. Both Church and Miller tripled
and singled and Piniat fanned seven
Lady Minutemen while yielding no
walks.

Previously, the Raiders suffered
two heartbreaking setbacks, one at
the hands of Cranford, 5-4, in 11

innings in the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament and the
next a 1-0 thriller to Kearny.

“We were extremely disappointed
on Saturday against Cranford,” said
Raider Head Coach Frank Butz. “But
after the weekend, I think they
bounced back. We played Kearny
very well – out-hitting them 9-2 – but
it was another tough loss. We had the
bases loaded three times with no-
body out and just couldn’t get things
done. We were hitting the ball well,
but couldn’t seem to get anything
through when we needed it.”

The Lady Minutemen scored in top
of the first when Amy Paul singled
and advanced to third on a two-base
error, then Vera Knight tapped an RBI
single. From that point on, only Raider
footprints would step on home plate.

The Raiders tied it in their half of
the first when Miller and Lindsey
Pinnella both singled then Jen Doyle
ripped an RBI single. Then in the
second, the Raiders took a 4-1 lead.
Piniat rounded first and sped to sec-
ond on an error, then Katie Blom
looped an RBI double to right. Jill

MCMAHON WINS 800, 1,600; FEIGHNER WINS SHOT

Blue Devils Get 2nd, Raiders
Take Third at County Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Maura McMahon added
some extra kick to win both the 800-
meter and 1,600-meter events which
enabled the Westfield High School
girls to place second behind the Eliza-
beth Lady Min-
utemen, who to-
taled 85 points,
at the Union
County Track
and Field Cham-
pionships at Wil-
liams Field in
Elizabeth on
May 17. The
Blue Devils to-
taled 76 points to
edge the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
girls, who placed
third with 75
points.

M c M a h o n
breezed to the
finish in the
1,600 with a time
of 5:24, topping
Union Catholic
Viking Katie
Marshall who
placed second at
5:28.5. Despite
falling down, Blue Devil Alexis
Anzelone took third at 5:35.6 and
Governor Livingston Highlander
Megs DiDario came in fifth at 5:37.3.
McMahon’s kick proved important
in the 800 as she edged Raider Erin
Kelly by .8, finishing in 2:23.3 to
Kelly’s 2:24.1. Viking Rebecca
Babicz took third at 2:24.6.

“Scotch Plains has a well-balanced
team and for us to be able to pull
ahead of them, we had to have ex-
traordinary performances across the
board,” pointed out Blue Devil Field
Coach Thom Hornish. “In other
words, we had to match them in areas

where they tend
to dominate and
exploit them in
the areas which
we have the
ability to top
them, such as
the distance
events.”

Raider senior
Katie Feighner
came up big in
the shot put,
winning with a
shove of 37’2”.
T e a m m a t e s
C h r i s t i n a
Hillman at
34’6” and Ruth
Rohrer at
31’10” placed
third and sixth,
respec t ive ly.
Feighner then
placed second in
both the javelin
and discus with

respective tosses of 112’6” and
116’10”. Highlander Diane
Matuszewski tied for third in the
discus with a toss of 107’4” and
Rohrer took fifth at 102’9”. Blue
Devil Dana Grau had a personal-best
throw of 106’5” to grab fourth in the
javelin and Highlander Margy
Goodspeed placed sixth at 98’8”.

“We had an extraordinary break
through with Dana hitting 106’5”,”
expressed Hornish. “That’s her per-
sonal best and that’s a great throw. And
fortunately for us, in the area of the
discus, Scotch Plains had an off day.
Because, some changes there, there
would have been a different outcome.”

Hillman cleared 5’0” to win the
high jump and Blue Devil Nikki
Herttua placed sixth with a height of
4’8”. Hillman also placed fourth in
the long jump with a leap of 15’6”
behind Blue Devil Heather Dennis
who finished third with a distance of
15’6.5”. Blue Devil Susan Hinds took
sixth at 14’8.5”.

“We had a little bit of a let down in the
long jump distances, but we also did not
get some of the points we expected in
the distance events with Alexis falling
down,” commented Hornish. “And we
usually gets some lower points (fifth
and sixth) in the mile and two mile but
we came up short.”

The Raider foursome of Jill
Koscielecki, Kate Bereznak, Jayme
Ferraro and Kelly captured first in
the 4x400 with a time of 4:13.1,
edging McMahon, Adrianne
Blauvelt, Hinds and Dennis by a
nose. The Highlanders finished third
at 4:17.7 and the Vikings took sixth
with a time of 4:23.9.

“They had beaten us previously,”
said Hornish. “They had their best

girls in and we had ours. Heather
made up a lot of distance and it was
a close call. The time was excellent.”

Dennis also placed third in both
the 400-hurdles and the 400 meters
with respective times of 1:08.7 and
1:01. Raiders Ferraro at 1:09.2 and
Alyssa Sams at 1:11 finished fourth
and sixth, respectively, in the 400-
hurdles. Ferraro also took sixth in the
100-hurdles with a time of 17.6 and
Highlander Dana McCurdy placed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

DEVILS MUST WIN SANS SALMOND

Devil Lady Laxers Are
Prepared for Sectionals

By CLARE CAMBRIA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
lacrosse team continues on their quest
for victory as their season approaches

the state tournament. The Devil
laxers, who are currently ranked fifth
in group four section two, have a bye
in the first round of the state tourna-
ment. Today the laxers will begin
their fight in the state tournament as
they face fourth-ranked Immaculate
Heart Academy, whom they defeated
earlier this season.

Tri-Captain Julia Gates said,
“We’re looking optimistically at
Thursday’s game but we have learned
not to underestimate any team. We
know there are very tough teams in
our future and we hope we will be
able to step up against some of those
top teams in our section”

On May 12, despite a strong effort,
the lady laxers were defeated by
10th-ranked Ridge. The girls held
their ground with two goals scored

TIM PAI SINGLES AND SCORES RAIDERS’ ONLY RUN

Indians Execute in UC Semis;
Stun 4th-Seeded Raiders, 7-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rahway’s “came to play” attitude
and its proper execution of plays at
the right time compounded
with the Raider’s three missed
opportunities to change mo-
mentum resulted in a 7-1 In-
dian victory over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team in the semifi-
nals of the Union County
Tournament at Williams Field
in Elizabeth on May 21. Tim
Pai rapped a single and scored
the sole run for the Raiders.

Raider pitcher Kevin
Schenk, who was relieved by
Brian Maroney in the sixth
inning, struck out seven Indi-
ans while walking five and
hitting one via pitch. In the
meantime, the Raiders were
only able to muster three
singles – and another which
instead ended up being an un-
usual force play – from Indian
pitcher Steve Brown who
fanned eight and walked five.

“From what I understand, it
was his best outing of the sea-
son. And he happened to have
it against us,” said Raider Head
Coach Brian Homm. “He did a great
job. He kept us off-balance and kept
his fast pitches low. He had control
of his off-speed stuff. I think that he
was one of the best pitchers we saw
all year.”

Without a hit, the Indians scored in
the top of the first on three walks and
a deep sacrifice fly to center by
catcher Jesse Campanelli. A fly out
to right and two strikeouts later, the
Indians returned to the plate, but this
time, Schenk retired all three batters.

A shallow chopper by Andy Pavoni
caused the charging Indian second
baseman Gene Ronkiewicz to throw
the ball into the dirt at first and the
Raiders had a chance to stir up some
action. Maroney drilled a grounder
behind second, but shortstop Chris
Petrosky made a spectacular grab

and back-tossed it to second for a
force out, killing a potential rally.

The next “Murphy’s Law” inci-
dent occurred in the bottom of the

fourth. Pai walked, stole second and
moved to third on a passed ball. Then
with a squeeze play on, the batter

missed the pitch and Pai was
trapped and chased down by
catcher Campanelli.

“If we would have just
fouled it off, then we would
have used another method to
score,” explained Homm.
“That hurt us.”

The Indians added a run in
the fifth, making the score 2-
0. Lou Becker slapped a
single to right, stole second
then dashed to third on a sac-
rifice bunt. Ronkiewicz
dribbled an infield RBI single
to deep short.

The third missed opportu-
nity came in the Raider fifth.
The first two batters walked
on eight pitches and the next
watched a call third strike. A
fly out to right advanced the
Raider runner to third, but
failure to capitalize on a
passed ball kept the momen-
tum with the Indians.

“Our inability to get a bunt
down to advance the runner
to second and third hurt us,”
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by sophomore Morgan Lang and one
goal apiece by senior Kristen
Salmond and junior Jenny Korecky.
By the end of the half the team was
facing a 10-4 deficit. In the second

half, Lang and Korecky each netted
two and McGovern scored one. Se-
nior goalie Libby Schundler contrib-
uted a solid game, tallying 18 saves.

As mentioned in a previous ar-
ticle, Salmond unfortunately suffered
a sprained ankle in the second half
and is expected to be out for the
remainder of the season.

“Our Ridge game was one of the
best performances we’ve had all sea-
son and despite loosing Kristen, I
think we pulled it together and man-
aged to overcome the loss and play
our game,” said Gates.

On May 16, the lady laxers de-
feated the Bears of East Brunswick
by a score of 16-8. Despite the lop-
sided score Westfield had difficulty
getting on track and the score re-

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
THE SWING…Blue Devil Ryan
MacDonald takes a good cut. See story
on page 14 (photo from previous game)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ALMOST DOUBLED UP…Raider Tim Pai stretches
to get the ball as Indian Steve Bailey slides back to first.

BREAKING THROUGH INTO THE OPEN…Blue Devil laxer Lauren Mattes,
white uniform, breaks through to eventually make a run at the goal. The
Westfield girls have qualified for the state sectionals and feel prepared.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PUTTING ON THE TAG…Raider shortstop Katie Blom, left, puts the out tag
on a Lady Minuteman. The Raiders handled the Elizabeth softball girls, 8-1.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
GETTING DIRTY…Blue Devil
Heather Dennis blasts the dirt in the
long jump. (previous meet)

Raider Ruth Rohrer throws the shot
(previous meet)

Devils Maura McMahon, front, and
Alexis Anzelone (previous meet)
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