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Fanwood Officials Seek Grant
To Create Senior Citizens Center

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A long-anticipated center for
Fanwood’s senior citizens came a
step closer to fruition last week with
the Borough Council’s passage of a
resolution authorizing the munici-
pality to apply for a grant benefiting
Union County’s elder population.

Administered through the county’s
Department of Human Services, the
Senior Focus grant program will pro-
vide up to $3 million for towns to
build senior citizen centers or reno-
vate existing facilities.

Fanwood is eligible for $100,000
in funding, Councilman Thomas P.
Ryan, Jr., governing body Liaison to
the Fanwood Senior Citizens group,
confirmed at last Thursday’s regular
council meeting.

Mr. Ryan stated that an applica-

tion for the grant was to be submitted
to the county by this past Monday —
the deadline for towns to indicate
whether they will seek funding for
senior facilities.

During the council’s May 3 agenda
session, Mr. Ryan said he and Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks had
discussed a proposal for the two towns
to share a senior citizens center, not-
ing the Fanwood grant alone would
not go a long way towards develop-
ing such a facility. Scotch Plains has
qualified for $150,000 in funding.

Senior Focus allocations are based
on each community’s senior citizen
population. Of the county’s 21 towns,
Fanwood is number 19, with 1,231
seniors. Scotch Plains, with 4,139
senior citizens, is number 10.

If a shared senior center was deter-
mined to be the favored option, Coun-

cilman Ryan said “he would love to
see it” located in Fanwood, although
he conceded that Scotch Plains has
more available land.

The concept is expected to be dis-
cussed by a committee that was re-
cently established to explore shared
service opportunities between Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Mr. Ryan revealed.

Under other business last week,
the council adopted four ordinances
on second reading. One was a bond
ordinance appropriating $764,340
and authorizing issuance of $512,373
in bonds for general improvements.
A second ordinance covers the cur-

SP-F BOE Plans December Bond Vote;
Architect’s Proposals Being Considered
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By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

If the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education sticks to the
ambitious time frame laid out at its
May 11 agenda meeting, the bond
referendum to fund the district’s con-
struction/renovation program will be
put to a public vote in December
2000.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony Del Sordi out-
lined a month-by-month agenda that
includes several public forums on
the subject, the first being June 14.

On May 25, Mr. Del Sordi said he
will recommend the board use two
different architects for the new con-
struction and renovation projects,
respectively. Proposals are being
accepted from Faridy Thorne
Fraytak, an architectural planning
firm in Trenton, and from Tom Pot-
ter, a Union-based architect.

“Both do quality work,” said Mr.
Del Sordi. “They seem to have an
ability to get things through the De-

partment of Education,...and are
committed to the districts they work
with....The scope of the project ben-
efits the board to work with more
than one individual.”

Mr. Del Sordi has targeted mid-
July as the date to submit the pre-
liminary plans to the state Depart-
ment of Education for approval. The
bond referendum cannot proceed
without state approval.

The board is scheduled to make its
decision on the bond referendum
September 28, which would allow
for the required 60 days to pass be-
fore the anticipated December vote.

Board Member Richard M. Meade
voiced concerned about the impact
of unanticipated delays (related to
passage of the bond referendum or
construction) on the district’s Sep-
tember 2002 target date for imple-
mentation of the new K-4, 5-8 pro-
gram.

“If it slips, it slips to 2003,” he
stated.

Fellow Board Member Linda

Nelson said, “It’s not an unusual
schedule for firms dealing with school
work. They’re used to a tight time
frame.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye assured board mem-
bers that the administration is dis-
cussing available options in the event
hoped-for deadlines are not met.

In conjunction with the facilities-
related referendum discussion, Mr.
Del Sordi addressed the presence of
asbestos in the auditorium ceiling at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

A resident had expressed concern
about the situation, having seen a
recommendation in the district’s tri-
annual report to replace the ceiling.

Additional ceiling tests during the
April recess confirmed there is as-
bestos content in the auditorium ceil-
ing. However, Mr. DelSordi said the

asbestos poses no health threat be-
cause the ceiling is not something
with which people come in contact.

“There are no apparent leaks or
other damage,” he said, adding that
the status of the ceiling will be closely
monitored by visual inspection.

Because it will cost $250,000 to
$300,000 to remove and replace the
ceiling, the district will either build
those funds into the bond referen-
dum or into the 2001-2002 school
budget. The work is scheduled to
take place during the summer of
2001 when the building is empty.

The business administrator con-
firmed that a new asbestos report is
being prepared, which will identify,
“room by room” the asbestos situa-
tion in district buildings. The report
is due in six to eight weeks.

In other board business, it was
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Fanwood Set
To Adopt Fair

Share Plan
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The Borough Council is expected
to adopt an ordinance at a special
meeting tonight that will establish a
market plan to satisfy Fanwood’s fair
share requirements in accordance
with state Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) regulations.

Last month, COAH approved sub-
stantive certification for Fanwood
that would reduce the community’s
affordable housing obligation to zero
for the next six years.

However, in order for this certifi-
cation to go into effect, members of
the governing body must develop a
market plan related to the four units
which the community is still obli-
gated to build under its previous
agreement with COAH.

Borough officials had recom-
mended that a zero affordable hous-
ing obligation be approved for
Fanwood since the borough, measur-
ing just 1.3 square miles, is already
more than 99 percent developed.
COAH planners had supported this
recommendation, borough officials
revealed in March.

Through substantive certification
of their fair share housing plans,
towns are granted administrative pro-
tection from developers’ lawsuits for
a six-year period.

Such protection will prevent de-
velopers from forcing Fanwood to
increase density for a lot by arguing
that a project must include a certain
number of affordable housing units.

During the 1980s, a series of New
Jersey Supreme Court rulings, known
as the Mount Laurel decisions, were
handed down that required the state’s
566 municipalities to provide a cer-
tain amount of low- and moderate-
income housing.

In addition to providing local hous-
ing, towns are permitted to enter into
regional contribution agreements
with other communities to assume a
portion of their affordable housing
units.

In exchange, the municipalities
where the dwellings are located re-
ceive a fee paid by the developer.

A decade ago, Fanwood challenged
a COAH ruling which placed the
community’s affordable housing ob-
ligation at 80 units. In a landmark
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SP Planning Bd. Mulls Plans
For Hovnanian Development

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

A proposal by Red Bank devel-
oper Hovnanian, Inc. to build 100
townhouses off of New Providence
Road and Meadow Avenue in Scotch
Plains was heard before a special
meeting of the township’s Planning
Board on Wednesday, May 10, and at
the regular monthly meeting of the
board on May 15.

Several more witnesses, including
a professional planner and a geolo-
gist will testify on behalf of the ap-
plicant at the next meeting on Mon-
day, June 5.

The development site, known as
“The Reserve,” was initially pro-
posed by Hovnanian Inc., in 1996,
for 116 townhouses, but was denied
by the board after more than two
years of testimony. The board cited
inadequate emergency access to the
site and flood concerns as reasons for
the denial.

The current proposal brought be-
fore the board is a re-application for
development of the same site, but
with significant revisions, according
to Francine Chesler, attorney for
Hovnanian.

The property is currently owned
by the Donato family, who retain a
home on the site, and sale of the
property to Hovnanian is predicated

on the applicant gaining approval
from the Planning Board and Board
of Adjustments for several variances
needed.

The Donatos have not disclosed
the sale price.

The new application proposes 100
townhouses, including 16 low-to-
moderate-income townhouses, on the
7.7-acre site that is surrounded on
three sides by Green Brook and its
various tributaries. The location is
one of four sites earmarked to satisfy
the town’s Mt. Laurel low-income
housing obligations.

The proposal also includes revised
emergency access road plans and
flood plain remedies for the prop-
erty, which sits in a Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
100-year flood plain.

Construction of a new road, named
Scotland Avenue, running perpen-
dicular to Meadow Avenue would
connect the site to Route 22 and a
new bridge would be required to
allow Scotland Avenue to pass over a
tributary of the Green Brook.

A construction of six retaining
walls will be required in order to
secure the surrounding hillside.

Objecting to the proposal, is
Westfield-based Weldon Materials,
a raw materials supply company with
facilities across the street from the

proposed site on New Providence
Road.

According to William Butler, a
Westfield attorney for Weldon, the
quarry objects to the proposal on the
grounds that it is unsafe due to flood-
ing concerns.

“The site is improperly zoned for
multi-family dwellings,” Mr. Butler
told the Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. However, Mr. Butler stated

                 Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The TImes
LOLLING AROUND IN THE LAKE…A mother goose and her babies were still
celebrating Mother’s Day in the warm Monday sunshine at Lake Surprise in
Watchung.

Former Zoo Property to be Turned
Into Park, SP Council Decided

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Ending several years of legal wran-
gling, the Scotch Plains Township
Council voted on Tuesday night to
approve a resolution that settles the
dispute at the former Scotch Plains
Zoo site and allows the municipal
government to begin looking at turn-
ing the six-acre property into a park.

Under the agreement, the town-
ship will pay Sunrise Assisted Living
corporation about $800,000 to settle
the dispute that arose just over two
years ago.

“We feel this is a case that should
be settled,” said Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen. He called the settle-
ment figure “a good price.”

The former zoo, on which the Revo-
lutionary War-era Frazee House is

located, was owned by Frank and
Ella Louise Terry for 45 years before
they sold it to Harold and Deborah
Kafka in 1994. The new owners con-
tinued to operate the zoo, but changed
the name of the facility from the
Terry-Lou Zoo to the Scotch Plains
Zoo.

Complaints from neighbors and
charges by animal rights groups that
the zoo was not properly maintained
under the Kafkas’ ownership led to
the establishment being shut down
by the New Jersey State Division of
Fish, Game and Wildlife in 1997.

The property was sold that year to
Scotch Plains Realty Investors, Inc.,
which later in 1997 sold the deed to
the Sunrise Assisted Living corpora-
tion. Sunrise had intended to build an
assisted living facility on the topo-

graphically uneven land, while main-
taining the Frazee House as a resi-
dence and office. Before Sunrise’s
plans ever got off the ground, how-
ever, the township condemned the
property, initiating the litigation.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday night, Mayor Martin
L. Marks told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood he was committed
to turning the property into a passive
park and preserving the Frazee
House.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins told the gov-
erning body that Scotch Plains’ par-
ticipation in the Union County
Sheriff’s S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s Labor
Assistance Program) program could
get underway by mid-summer.

                                                               Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A SPECIAL WEEK FOR COCO...Rachel Horowitz celebrated National Dog
Week last week with her dog, Coco, while taking a rest at Parker Greenhouses
in Scotch Plains. The week helps pet owners focus on responsible ownership.

                                                                                               David B. Corbin for The Times
GOING WITH LOTS OF GUSTO...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raider Ruth Rohrer, center, competed against
Blue Devil Susan Hinds of Westfield High School and Amy Sura of Linden High School’s Tigers during the Watchung
Conference Championship, National Division, on May 12 at Gary Kehler Stadium.
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rent salary range for borough em-
ployees.

Of the two remaining ordinances,
one endorsed a provision enabling
homeowners in Fanwood’s R-50 and
R-75 zones to build an addition,
deck or patio onto their home with-
out having to appear before the Plan-
ning Board, providing the extension
continues in a straight line and the
sideyard setback is no less than eight
feet.

The fourth ordinance amends the
Borough Code to regulate the width
of driveways where two-car garages
are permitted in the Terrill Afford-
able Housing Zone. An ordinance
amending the code to limit use of
two-car garages in the zone was
adopted by the council last month.

The council passed several resolu-
tions amending the borough’s 2000
municipal budget to reflect the re-
ceipt of a $100,000 state grant for
downtown improvements; a $30,000
grant from Comcast Cablevision and
a $2,000 audio visual grant from the
New Jersey Division of State Li-
brary for the Fanwood Memorial
Library.

Officials passed a resolution au-
thorizing Fire Chief John Piccola to
submit a grant application to the
state Department of Community
Affairs for a thermal imaging cam-
era, which allows firefighters to pin-
point trapped fire victims as well as
hidden blazes in walls or ceilings.

An additional resolution supported
a joint agreement between Fanwood
and Scotch Plains to proceed with
repairs to the Hetfield Avenue bridge.
The bridge spans the NJ Transit
Raritan Valley rail line.

Scheduled to begin on Thursday,
June 1, the work will include road-
way resurfacing and structural re-
pairs to the bridge. It is being funded
with $146,000 from NJ Transit and
grants of $55,000 each which were
awarded to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood from the state Department
of Transportation.

Another resolution awarded a bid
of $10,460 to Warren-based Sage
Landscaping and Tree Services for
the planting of trees along South
Avenue.

Officials additionally approved reso-
lutions authorizing the receipt of bids
for storage sheds for the Department
of Public Works; a sprinkler system
and pavers for the Watson Road pocket
park, and for sidewalks, pavers, duct
work, lighting and streetscaping re-
lated to downtown improvements.

They also gave the green light to
resolutions allowing the borough to
submit an application for a historic
preservation grant and encouraging
establishment of a county animal
control program.
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Fanwood
Council
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announced that the board and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association
had reached agreement on length-of-pe-
riod changes at the middle schools.

Dr. Choye explained that, with the
elimination of Guided Study Time, the
middle school day will be converted into
seven periods. According to the superin-
tendent, there will be an increase in in-
structional time with the first period of
the day lasting 53 minutes, and the sec-
ond through sixth periods lasting 48 min-
utes. Lunch time is reduced from 28
minutes to 25 minutes.

Board Vice President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon recognized the “cooperative
spirit” that prevailed between the board
and union negotiating teams during the
negotiating process which lead to resolu-
tion of the scheduling issue. “It appeared
we turned a good corner in our relation-
ship,” he said.

Fanwood resident Mickey Howard
Melber asked how the schedule change
would affect middle school students’
ability to participate in band and chorus.

Dr. Choye assured her that students
would continue to be able to participate
in both.

Scotch Plains resident Craig Nelson
questioned the status of the flashing traf-
fic lights on Terrill Road, which were
requested by the Coles and Terrill Schools
Parent Teacher Associations. The topic
has been turned over to the newly-estab-
lished Shared Services Committee, which
was scheduled to meet May 12.

During the meeting, sparks flew as
Scotch Plains resident Jerry Meola
sparred with board members Thomas
Russo and Mr. Meade regarding his com-
ments in a Letter to the Editor of The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
The Westfield Leader about Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s schools.

In his letter, Mr. Meola charged that
the district schools have “dropped from
the top five scholastically, in the state,
to the low 50’s.” He also wrote, “We
also have the dubious distinction of
being No. 3 in the cost per student.”

At the May 11 meeting, Mr. Meola
attributed his information to reports
published in the Star-Ledger in spring
1998 and fall 1999.

At an April board meeting, Mr.
Meade said Mr. Meola’s letter was
“factually lacking and not well thought
out.”

There have been several subsequent
Letters to the Editor denouncing Mr.
Meade’s comments as an attack on Mr.
Meola.

In his own Letter to the Editor to The
Times and The Westfield Leader, Mr.
Russo last week defended Mr. Meade’s
criticism of what Mr. Russo called,
“the blatantly false and misleading
statements which Mr. Meola attempted
to pass off as facts.”

At the May 11 meeting, Mr. Russo
declared his intention to look up the
Star-Ledger articles himself to find the
origins of Mr. Meola’s complaints.

SP-F BOE Hopes to Bring
Bond to Voters in December

SP Environ. Group
Meets Tonight

In Special Session
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Township Environ-
mental Commission will hold an
emergency meeting tonight, May
18, at 8 p.m. to discuss and assess
an initial environmental study of
the park and ball fields being pro-
posed for the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

Last year, the township an-
nounced an agreement with Union
County to lease 22 to 25 acres of
property in the reservation and
develop badly-needed parkland
and sports fields.

Earlier this year, the Township
Council awarded a contract to
Killam Associates, a consulting
engineering firm, to conduct an
initial set of tests on the site to
find whether there would be an
undue impact on the local ecosys-
tem as well as surrounding areas
if the park were to be developed.

The Killam study, which was
just released to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection, is reportedly positive
in its initial evaluation.

Residents living near the reser-
vation, along with the various
governmental bodies having an
interest in the development, have
15 days to formally respond to the
study’s findings.

The meeting tonight will be
held in the second floor confer-
ence room at the Municipal Build-
ing.

that he cannot legally contest the
town’s zoning.

Mr. Butler pointed out that future
residents would have to tolerate blast-
ing activities by Weldon in nearby
quarry locations as well as heavy
industrial traffic, including more than
2,000 truck trips per day coming to
and from the site.

The location would be more suited
for office buildings or light indus-
trial usage, according to Mr. Butler.

Ms. Chesler, however, told The
Times that the site adequately meets
all of the DEP and township’s zon-
ing requirements and in her opin-
ion, Weldon does not have any le-
gitimate objections.

“We believe that this proposal
would be a good asset to Scotch
Plains’ housing needs,” Ms. Chesler
said.

Robert Rodgers of Orth-Rodgers
& Associates, based in Philadel-
phia, testified before the board as a
transportation expert on behalf of
the applicant.

According to Mr. Rodgers, a traf-
fic study of the site and surround-
ing area completed by his firm
concluded that adding 100
townhouses to the neighborhood
would not have a significant ad-
verse impact on traffic flow.

“Most of the residents would be
entering and exiting the site to
Route 22 via the construction of
Scotland Avenue, without impact-
ing other, nearby intersections,”
Mr. Rodgers stated.

Access to the site by heavy emer-
gency vehicles would require rout-
ing the emergency vehicles down
Route 22 or replacing a 92-year-
old, weight restricted bridge on
Union Avenue.

According to Robert Kraus,
Scotch Plains’ attorney for the
Donatos, the county already has
plans to replace the old bridge
sometime this year.

A historical significance study
must first be completed to deter-
mine if the bridge needs to be saved
and moved somewhere else. That
study will take four to six months
and is scheduled to commence
shortly. Once the bridge is replaced,
then emergency vehicles would be
able to access the proposed site by
the new bridge.

However, Mr. Rodgers explained
to the Board that the traffic study
has devised an alternate emergency
access plan that could allow access
to the site via Route 22 east and
then west, which would not require

using the old bridge.
Both meetings were punctuated

by numerous objections from both
attorneys, questioning the appro-
priateness of each side’s questions,
testimony and evidence.

Site Plan Engineer Joseph
Flemming was called on to explain
the flood plain measures that would
be used to insure proper drainage
of storm water run-off from the
site.

According to Mr. Flemming, a
storm water management plan has
been devised in accordance with
DEP and Scotch Plains Township
guidelines that would adequately
handle 125 percent of a 100-year
storm projection, called a “regula-
tory flood.” A proposed detention
basin would maintain most of the
projected storm water run-off.

Mr. Flemming displayed color-
coded topographical maps of the
site showing flood water depths
and building heights for a regula-
tory flood projection.

All of the habitable building
heights are a few feet above the
projected water depths of the flood
plain and exceed DEP require-
ments, Mr. Flemming told the
board. Additionally, current tech-
nology would design water-tight
sewers and water mains so that no
erosion or flood waters could infil-
trate the system, according to Mr.
Flemming’s Flood Plan Report.

However, during questioning by
Mr. Butler Mr. Flemming agreed
that parts of Meadow Avenue, Union
Avenue and Scotland Avenue would
be inundated under water during a
regulatory flood.

Mr. Butler repeatedly attempted
to get Mr. Flemming to concede that
during a regulatory flood, parts of
Route 22 would most likely be
closed, hampering access to Scot-
land Avenue and the site. However,
Mr. Flemming disagreed, stating that
he was unaware of Scotch Plains’
emergency management plans for
Route 22 during floods.

Mr. Butler pointed out that a DEP
stream encroachment permit granted to
the site would allow the applicant to
displace a significant amount of land fill.

“Aren’t you in effect redistributing
the fill of the site and moving the flood
plain back? Approximately how much
dirt will the site be moving?” Mr.
Butler asked.

Mr. Flemming answered that ap-
proximately 40,000 yards of dirt or
about 2,000 dump trucks full would
be moved.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

SP Planning Bd. Mulls Plans
For Hovanian Construction

The township would share the
$31,050 annual expense of the pro-
gram with Clark and Westfield, he
said, with three- or four-person work
crews rotating on a weekly basis
between the three municipalities.

The S.L.A.P. program makes non-

violent offenders available to locali-
ties to perform certain jobs. Mr.
Atkins, in a report to the council,
said program participants would in-
clude those convicted of certain motor
vehicle offenses; those convicted of
driving while intoxicated in cases in
which there were no injuries or ma-
jor damage, and other lesser offenses.

He said Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich stressed that no one
convicted of weapons offenses, as-
sault, or sex-related crimes would be
eligible for the program.

Last month, Walter DiNizo, the
township’s Director of Public Prop-
erty, said he felt that S.L.A.P. pro-
gram participants could perform a
number of tasks in Scotch Plains,
including cutting grass along several
roads, litter pickup, light stream
cleanup and cleaning up the former
zoo property.

Mr. Atkins said he expects to re-
ceive a draft agreement from the
county within the next week, which
would allow the council to formally
vote to approve participation in the
program next month.

The council will hold its next regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, May 23, at 8
p.m.

Former Zoo Property to Be
Converted into Park Space

                                                                                             Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A PARKER FULL OF PANSIES...Parker Greenhouses in Scotch Plains cleverly spelled out its name in bunches of purple
pansies recently.

MONDAY, MAY 8
• A motorist reported that her 2000

Honda was damaged with a key along
the driver’s side front fender while parked
on Monica Place that day.

• A burglary was discovered on
Manitou Way after police were notified
of a suspicious person discarding items
from a pillowcase on Rahway Road. The
items came from the Manitou Way resi-
dence.

Entry to the home was gained through
a front window and miscellaneous jew-
elry was taken. The matter remained
under investigation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
• A Rahway Road resident reported a

burglary at the home in which miscella-
neous jewelry was taken. Entry was
gained through a rear window.

• A Ravenswood Lane resident re-
ported the theft of a cellular telephone
from his unlocked vehicle during the
night.

• Wilmer Zamora, 25, and Walter J.
Arias-Zamora, 20, both of New
Brunswick, were arrested in connection
with burglaries and thefts that were re-
ported May 8 on Manitou Way and Heri-
tage Lane pursuant to an investigation
by Detective Donnell Joyce of the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Arias-Zamora was released after be-
ing served with multiple summonses.

Wilmer Zamora was being held in the
Middlesex County Jail on unrelated
charges.

THURSDAY, MAY 11
• Police and fire personnel responded

to a house fire in the 300 block of Willow
Avenue. The fire, located in the living
room, was subsequently brought under
control.

A 60-year-old female who lives in the
home was transported to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
for observation and treatment of a minor
injury.

The source of the fire was determined
to be an electrical cord and was ruled
accidental.

• A bulldozer was damaged by hav-
ing rocks thrown at it near Kramer Manor
Park.

• A woman’s pocketbook was re-
ported stolen from a parked vehicle on
Martin Place.

• The theft of a bicycle was reported
by a Treeview Circle resident.

FRIDAY, MAY 12
• Three Plainfield residents were ar-

rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and
consumption of alcohol in a motor ve-
hicle pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
Park Avenue.

The suspects were identified as Taji
Blackburn, 21, Ladohn Courtney, 19,
and Harvey Bradley, 26.

Sohayla Massachi Recalled By Former
Teachers for Dedication to Family, School

BY LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Sohayla
Massachi, a 1994 graduate of
Westfield High School, never struck
anyone as a likely murder victim.

Leah Jarvis, an art teacher, ad-
vised Ms. Massachi as one of a
group of students who produced
the 1994 Westfield High School
yearbook.

“They were good kids,” she said
this week, in wonder at how the
lives of one of those students could
have ended so tragically. Mrs. Jarvis
specifically recalled Ms. Massachi
as “very quiet, bright, did very well
— a private kind of student.”

Ms. Massachi, 23, who lived in
Union and was close to completing
her degree requirements at Seton
Hall University, died at University
Hospital in Newark last Friday af-
ter being shot by a former boy-
friend in his Central Avenue du-
plex two days earlier.

The former boyfriend, 24-year-
old Christopher Honrath, fatally
shot himself after critically wound-
ing Ms. Massachi. Authorities said
he abducted her near the Seton Hall
campus in South Orange and drove
her to the Westfield apartment on
the afternoon of May 10.

Thom Hornish, a history teacher
and cross-country and track coach
at Westfield High for 28 years,
shared Mrs. Jarvis’ astonishment at
the murder.

“When this incident came up, I
said, ‘Naw, Jeez, it just couldn’t
happen,’” said Mr. Hornish.

Mathematics teacher Merilyn
Diamond said she felt “a special
bonding” with Ms. Massachi.

“I also had her mother as a stu-
dent,” Mrs. Diamond recalled.
“During the year I had her, her
mother gave birth to her little sis-
ter.

“She was an excellent student, a
caring individual. She helped out
at home and loved doing it,” her
teacher said.

Mrs. Diamond also remembered
that Ms. Massachi had graduated
with honors, had been a member of
the National Honor Society and
had founded an Amnesty Interna-
tional chapter at the high school.

She was proud of her family, and
showed it at school, her former
teacher noted.

“She even had her stepfather
come in to talk about his experi-
ences in Desert Storm,” Mrs. Dia-
mond recalled.

In addition, Ms. Massachi’s
mother came to the school during

her daughter’s sophomore year to
talk to a health sciences class about
the birth of Sohayla’s baby sister.

Gaile Boothe, twice President of
the College Women’s Club of
Westfield, served on a scholarship
examination committee that ulti-
mately awarded a $1,500-a-year
college scholarship to Ms.
Massachi.

“I distinctly remember her,” said
Mrs. Boothe. “She was a lovely,
lovely person. What impressed the
committee, in addition to her ex-
cellent academic credentials, was
that she was so helpful to her mother
— particularly in taking care of her
younger sister. (That is) a very ma-
ture thing to do.”

Mrs. Jarvis remembered Ms.
Massachi as “not a silly kind of
high school girl. She wasn’t into
the prom or high school glitz.”

“Once she had a thought or a
goal, that’s what she would follow
through on ’til the end,” said Mrs.
Jarvis. “She was very strong-willed
about that.”

So what happened?
“It’s the Internet – that’s very

disturbing,” commented Mr.
Hornish, referring to reports that
Ms. Massachi had met the man
who murdered her via the Internet.

Mrs. Jarvis agreed.
“The Internet — that surprised

me. I talked to my class about it the
next day, and told them it could
serve as a warning about the dan-
gers of the kind of people you can
meet.”

Mrs. Jarvis, interviewed by The
Times in Westfield High School’s
gymnasium, sat on a bench in the
middle of the spring art show, sur-
rounded by paintings, sculptures
and excited students.

She was clearly at a loss to ex-
plain what happened to cause Ms.

FANWOOD
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BLOTTER
MONDAY, MAY 1

• Power tools valued at $3,500
were reported stolen from the back
porch of a residence in the 100 block
of Farley Avenue.

THURSDAY, MAY 4
• Police reported that someone

damaged a car in the 10 block of
Paterson Road by cutting a seat belt
in the vehicle and writing with magic
marker on the rear license plate.

SATURDAY, MAY 6
• A patron at a South Avenue res-

taurant reported that her purse, which
contained personal papers, was sto-
len from the establishment.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
• A burglary was reported at a

home in the 400 block of Midway
Avenue, after which $500 in cash
and $1,000 worth of jewelry was
discovered missing. There were no
signs of forced entry and the matter
remained under investigation.

FRIDAY, MAY 12
• Ernesto Galeano, 34, of Lowell,

Mass. was arrested at the Fanwood
Municipal Building and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was
released on his own recognizance.

TUESDAY, MAY 16
• John Dudash, 77, of Fanwood

was arrested on Shady Lane and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Sohayla Massachi

Massachi’s life, so promising until
last week, to take such a tragic
turn.

“I remember those deadline-
crazy nights,” she said of the ’94
yearbook project.

Ms. Massachi had been one of
three students who helped design
the cover. Titled “Laying the Foun-
dation,” the ’94 yearbook com-
memorated the anniversary of the
laying of the cornerstone for
Westfield High School.

The cover, embossed in deep
blue, depicts a construction crane.

“It was a bad winter that year,”
said Mrs. Jarvis. “I remember tak-
ing her home in the ice after one of
our late nights, because it wasn’t
safe to walk.”

Mrs. Boothe said that what mainly
came through during Ms. Massachi’s
scholarship interview “was how ma-
ture she was. That’s why this is so
heartbreaking. She wasn’t a fly-by-
night kid. She wasn’t going to col-
lege for the fun of it.

“She had genuine goals and am-
bitions. And her fellow students
loved her.”

victory, borough negotiators eventu-
ally won approval of a single-family
housing plan which reduced that
number to eight.

Four of those units were built in
Elizabeth as part of a regional con-
tribution agreement. The remaining
four dwellings will be located in
Fanwood, including three planned
for Terrill Road and a fourth for
Midway Avenue.
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SIDEWALK SALESIDEWALK SALE

Monday-Friday 9-9 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 9-4
39 S. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4008

Irma�sonly at...

Saturday, May 20th

Rain Date: Sun., May 21st

9am to 4pm

TREMENDOUS SAVINGS!
UP TO 75% OFF

INCLUDING RETIRED DEPT 56 BUILDING & ACCESSORIES


