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Arts & Entertainment
Actor�s Strike in NYC
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and finish.
Each button by Mr. Templeton

cost an average of $35, while
some of the more antique but-
tons sought after by avid collec-
tors could be priced upwards of
$200-$300.

Trays upon trays of these col-
lectibles were not only available
for perusal, but for judging. Ms.
Chazin explained that certain cat-
egories such as “Turtles” or “Pa-
perweight Buttons” allowed col-
lectors, hoping to earn blue rib-
bons, to put their best buttons
forward.

Ms. Chazin proudly noted that
in all of her years as a Society
member, no specific topic or
theme of the fragile fasteners has
ever been repeated. “We have
that much to talk about,” she
said.

The Society has spoken to
Brownie troops, the Woman’s
Club of Scotch Plains and several
other organizations to spread the
word about buttons. She recalled
a visit to Wesley Hall Nursery
School in Westfield during which
the children cast their eyes on
trays and trays of all types of
buttons.

While photographing some of
the most colorful buttons that
afternoon, Ms. Chazin pleasantly
confided that although one
would never guess the delight
associated with collecting but-
tons, learning about their variet-
ies and their uniqueness is cer-
tainly an education in and of
itself.

Button Show
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nothing to do with talent. For every
commercial you are cast in, there
was another 50 that you auditioned
for. Imagine going on a job inter-
view 15 times a week. However, this
is exactly what actors have to do.

The real work is finding the work.
When you do book a job it is ex-
tremely well deserved. Actors work
remarkably hard, and yes, the ben-
efits of this industry can be amazing,
but believe me, success in this busi-
ness does not come easily.

I spoke with a prominent casting
director in New York City who re-
quested that his name not be men-
tioned. His agency handles a lot of
television and radio commercials
and I wanted to get an idea of how
someone is his position might feel

The JCP has also informed the
striking unions that they can easily
hire established union talent in
other countries, as the unions in
Canada and England are similar to
those in the United States, but have
not yet staged a strike of their own.
Filming costs are also considerably
lower in Canada, and a lot of United
States films are shot in Toronto, so
this threat may not be unsubstanti-
ated.

Both sides are standing firm, and
it is a frightening time to be an
actor. I am a member of both SAG
and AFTRA and I have worked
quite a bit in my career, and for that
I am grateful. Obviously, I want the
JCP to meet my unions’ demands.
But if they don’t, when will it end?

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PROUD COMPETITOR…Kathy
Yang, 13, of Westfield, who is pic-
tured with her teacher Sondra
Tammam, won the First Annual
Andrew De Grado Piano Competi-
tion. She performed in the win-
ners recital at the Community
Theatre in Morristown. Kathy also
was a winner in the concerto divi-
sion of the Young Pianist Compe-
tition of New Jersey and performed
the Mozart Concerto in G, First
Movement, K. 453 at Steinway Hall
in New York earlier this year.

Sidewalk Backdrop for Art Show
Was More Successful Than Park

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Mindowaskin
Park in the springtime used to be
the setting for the Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) annual Side-
walk Show & Sale. However this
year, WAA brainstormed with the

folks at the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and Down-

town Westfield Corporation
(DWC) to bring the event to the
sidewalks of Elmer, Elm and East
Broad Streets and Central Av-
enue.

According to Debbie Schmidt
at the Chamber of Commerce,
the decision proved to be a fruit-

ful one.
“The Chamber, DWC

and WAA are all very
pleased and the artists
were especial ly
pleased,” she remarked.
She added that the
change in venue yielded
positive results by allow-
ing artists to bring their
wares to a larger audi-
ence, while attracting
shoppers for downtown
merchants.

West Nyack, N.Y.
painter Oswaldo Ventura
agreed with
the choice to
bring the
show to the
central busi-
ness district.
As of 11:30
p.m., only one
and 1/2 hours
into the event,
he proudly

noted the sale of two
paintings.

“It is much better in
the streets than in the
park,” he said.

Mr. Ventura, who
was born in Peru
where he studied and
graduated Cum Laude
from the University of
Fine Arts in Lima, Peru,
displayed eye-grasping
acrylic paintings with
rich, soulful color,
mostly depicting the
spirit of his native
people. Through the
hues of deep red, tur-
quoise and ecru, Mr.
Ventura crafted unique textures
in a mosaic-like format.

Roy Steinberg also offered com-
mendable pieces of his artistry
along Elm Street. One such piece
which outlines female figures,
seemingly expressionless faces
and even the silhouette of a mu-
sician, flowed in succession on a
backdrop of vivid rainbow tones.
Fire engine red to summer sky

blue popped off of a black can-
vas with white frame, causing
passersby to enjoy some double-
takes.

Along East Broad Street, the
Dixie All-Stars from the Westfield
Community Band lured down-
town patrons in an appreciative
circle, tapping their heels and
swaying with small children in
their arms. Kudos go out to the
entertainers, such as the en-
sembles from the Band and the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
which brought the streets to life.

Also along Elm Street, WAA
member Rosalie Zakutansky pre-
sented intricate oil paintings,
mostly of the fruit and floral vari-
ety. Purple and salmon African
violets were in full bloom amid
sheer gold window curtains and
fruit brimming out of bowls
looked ripe for the picking in Ms.

Zakutansky’s work.
The Perth Amboy artist, who

noted that she has participated in
the annual WAA show for a couple
of years, confided that she was
glad the weather held up for the
day when it was originally sched-
uled to rain.

Across the street, Arthur Annis
of Mountainside explained his
wife, Jane’s artwork with great
esteem and pride. He demon-
strated how, in order to achieve
the original look and feel of her
mosaic-type arrangements, she
tears colored papers against the
grain. Therefore, the white edge
of the paper is revealed, creating
a unique outline to its colored
counterpart.

In her watercolor artwork, how-
ever, Mr. Annis explained that his
wife will experimentally cover a
canvas with varied colors and
return the next day to observe
what forms and shapes she would
like to place over the color to
bring the piece to life.

Holding a cup of coffee, Ms.
Annis crossed bustling Elm Street
to add some more details to her
technique when watercoloring.
“I have no idea what is going to
happen,” she said when discuss-
ing the transformation.

Mr. Annis jokingly remarked
that when he first views the wa-
tercolor without its shape and
theme, he tells his wife, “Yes,
that’s nice. It’s going to be some-
thing!”

Final ly ,  Mary Paynter of
Westfield discussed her portrai-
ture which she crafts in oils and
pastels. To call these portraits
“striking” is an understatement,
doing no justice to the work of
the artist.

With her own individual flair,
Ms. Paynter paints emotion into
every piece that doesn’t allow
the surveyor to merely stroll by,
but take a long, thoughtful jour-
ney inside the painting instead.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
African violets come alive because of
Rosalie Zakutansky’s artistry.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Jane H. Annis of Mountainside displayed her
artwork at the Sidewalk Show & Sale last
Saturday.

Cats
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ing on October 7, 1982, and the
production received seven Tony
Awards in 1983.

One of the finest Broadway ballads of
all time, “Memory,” comes from the
show, and it is one of the many antici-
pated highlights of the production. The
song made famous by Barbra Streisand’s
recording is belted out in the show by
the character, Grizabella, The Glamour
Cat. Grizabella is a coveted role, and has
been portrayed by some wonderful
Broadway Diva’s, including Betty
Buckley, Elaine Paige, and the late Laurie
Beechman.

Filled with extremely advanced tech-
nology and terrific dancing, Cats has
always been a fun evening of theatre.

The Really Useful Group, LTD, which
produces the show along with theatre
giant, Cameron Mackintosh, have been
pioneers in the American and British
theatre, producing such shows as Phan-
tom of the Opera, Starlight Express and
Song & Dance, three of Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s biggest hits.

In an attempt to bring musical theatre
to a wide range of patrons, The Really
Useful Group donates 50 free Cats tick-
ets every week to high school students
in the Metropolitan area. The cast of Cats
has also successfully raised millions of
dollars for Broadway Cares/Equity Fight
AIDS, a charitable organization that helps
people in the theatre community who
are living with AIDS.

The September 9 performance of the
feline musical has been donated by the
producers to The Actor’s Fund, and
tickets are available to the public through
the national human-service charity. The
final performance of Cats on September
10 is an invitation-only affair. Tickets for
the June 25 performance were not for
sale and would have also been an
invitation-only performance.

After the last performance of Cats,
The Winter Garden Theater will un-
dergo a six-month renovation, and sev-
eral future shows are lined up to be the
next possible occupants. Mamma Mia,
the musical based on the music of the
pop group, “ABBA,” is one of the hope-
fuls for The Winter Garden in 2001.

You still have time to experience a
bit of theatre history as tickets are
still on sale, and I’ll keep you posted
if I hear of yet another life for the
Cats.

The producers of the smash hit have
always proudly stated, “Cats-Now and
Forever.” Perhaps that isn’t too far from
the truth.

Business Group Seeks
Crafters for June Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association will hold its annual Clas-
sic Car Show and Craft Fair on Sun-
day, June 11, with a rain date, if
necessary, of Sunday June 25.

Now in its sixth year, the event has
drawn between 6,000 and 8,000
people in the past. The event is not
a flea market and only those with
high quality merchandise are asked
to participate.

A 10-foot by 10-foot space costs
$40 and crafters must bring their own
tables. Spaces will be available on
the Village Green and on adjoining
sidewalks and streets.

Interested individuals may call Lisa
Mohn of Apple Blossom Flower Shop
at (908) 322-4999.

about the strike.
While he admitted that he was

very fond of actors, he stated that
he didn’t think it was fair that an
actor be paid $20,000 for one day
of work. (Mind you, this money is
paid over the period of a year: four
13-week cycles, and is not paid in
a lump sum.)

He stated that he works every-
day, as well as the advertising
agents and the hundreds of other
people that it takes to make a
commercial. Why should the actor
be so financially rewarded for only
one or possibly two days of work?

I reminded him that he of all
people must know the amount of
legwork that an actor has to do just
to keep his head above water.

That $20,000 may very well be
the only money that the actor earns
that year. Not to mention the
amount of out of pocket expenses
an actor is liable for: travel, park-
ing, an answering service, agent
and manager’s fees, pictures and
resumes, clothing purchases for
specific projects — the list goes on
and on.

Because an actor is essentially
self-employed, there is really no
such thing as an expense account.
The actor is in business for himself,
so therefore is responsible for ev-
ery dime. It is no wonder that so
many actors have to take side jobs
in restaurants and elsewhere just
to put food on the table.

The casting director again stated
that he liked working with actors,
but if he had to choose sides, he
would pick the advertisers. We
agreed to disagree.

During the strike, SAG and
AFTRA actors are not allowed to
work in commercials. They are
also not allowed to attend audi-
tions for commercials.

The unions are hoping that the
lack of talent available to the ad-
vertising agencies will make them
realize that they have to make
some changes, and fast. However,
many large advertising agencies
have vowed to work through the
strike by hiring non-union actors
who will accept the lower pay.

This puts even these actors in a
terribly awkward position, as they
may not be able to ever join the
unions once the strike has ended.
There is not an enormous amount
of work for non-union actors. Be-
ing a union member greatly in-
creases your chances of working,
so crossing the picket line can be
very damaging.

Filming a commercial during the
strike could be injurious to an
actor’s career.

Will I ever be able to work in
commercials again? I would never
cross the picket line and accept
struck work, but if the opposing
sides do not come to an agree-
ment, my options are certainly lim-
ited.

Matt Miller, the President of The
Association of Independent Com-
mercial Producers (AICP) was
quoted in the May 1 issue of Adweek
saying, “Either the agencies are
going to cave in and make it very
expensive to make
commercials here, or
the actors are going to
decide that they need
to work.”

In the midst of the
strike, some small ad
agencies, recording
studios and production
houses have signed an
“Interim Agreement”
with SAG/AFTRA, al-
lowing a small percent-
age of actors to work
for the pay scale that
the unions request.

Picketing is still tak-
ing place in New York
and Los Angeles in
front of the offices of
the large agencies and
the clients who em-
ploy them. I person-
ally think that the sign-
ing of this interim
agreement is bold of
these smaller organi-
zations and I applaud them. They
realize that we are in the middle of
something that potentially can be-
come very arduous, yet they are
continuing to hire union actors and
get their own work done, despite
this mess. I am hoping that more
will follow their lead, and I sin-
cerely hope that the strike will not
persist for much longer.

SAG President William Daniels,
(most recognized for his work on “St.
Elsewhere”) has been prominent at
most of the Los Angeles rallies, and
he is confident that there will be a
happy ending to this situation.

Though that happy ending may
take some time, Mr. Daniels urges
actors to remain strong and stand
up for what is right.

At the May 1 rally in Los Angeles,
Mr. Daniels said, “The ad agencies
are stating that it is business as
usual. If you can call cancellation
of scheduled spots by well known
athletes, the cancellation and dis-
ruption of routine commercial
shoots in LA and New York, the
mobilization of the 13 million AFL-
CIO union members, and ad agen-
cies deserting the position of their
industry by signing our interim
agreement ‘normal’, perhaps the
ad industry needs to go out and
buy themselves a dictionary.”

I’ve always liked William Daniels.
Hopefully, this will all be re-

solved for the good of all con-
cerned.

Elements String Quartet
To Perform at St. Paul�s
WESTFIELD – Friends of Mu-

sic at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will present The Ele-
ments String Quartet in concert
on Monday, May 22, at 8 p.m.

The program will include
Beethoven’s “Grosse Fuge,”
Mendelssohn’s “String Quartet in
A Minor,” and Bartok’s “Third
String Quartet.”

Members of the Quartet in-
clude Kyoko Kashiwagi and Evan
Mirapaul, violin; Brett Deubner,
viola; and Peter Seidenberg, cello.

Donations will be accepted at
the door. For more information,
please call Charles Banks at (908)
232-8506, Extension No. 17.

E
EEEEElaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporium

Call for Special Appointment � 908~322~0494
Host a party! Ask for details

~ Unusual Gifts at Affordable Prices
~Collector Dolls, Jewelry

   Clowns, Puppets

Marionettes, Candles

and Holders also Catalog Orders

Wedding Favors & much, much  more.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688

SUMMER PROGRAMS

AVAILABLE


