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Debbie Friedman to Perform
In Concert at Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD — Debbie Friedman,

award winning singer/ songwriter and
performer of Jewish music, will ap-

pear with her ensemble at Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield on Sunday,
May 21, at 7 p.m. Ms. Friedman, who
is also a guitarist, has won devoted
fans around the world in her 25-year
career.

Her 17 recordings, capacity con-

certs and her contribution to religious
liturgy have won her a place on the
Jewish Forward’s list of 100 most
influential American Jews. Her re-
cording, “Renewal of Spirit,” a prayer
service for physical and spiritual heal-
ing, led to the creation of the Renewal
of Spirit Foundation, which brings
these songs into hospitals and hos-
pices.

Ms. Friedman has received acclaim
as well for her role in creating Ma’Yan,
a celebratory Passover seder that fo-
cuses on women’s stories and songs.

Besides performing, Ms. Friedman
has directed music programs at the
University of Judaism in Los Angeles,
the University of California at Santa
Cruz, Brandeis University and the
Brandeis Bardein Institute. She has
received numerous honors, including
the Covenant Award.

Tickets for the concert will be avail-
able at the door. For further informa-
tion or to order tickets in advance,
please call (908) 232-6770, Extension
No. 156.

Debbie Friedman

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Madrigal Singers to Present
�Visions of Spring� Concert

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal
Singers will offer “Visions of
Spring,” a program of a cappella
madrigals from the 13th to 20th
centuries, on Sunday, May 21, at
7 p.m. at Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

Poetry readings by Judy
Sullivan of Scotch Plains, reflect-
ing the varied passions inspired
by the season, will introduce each
set of songs. The Singers will be
directed by Elaine Fiorino.

A 13th century round, “Sum-
mer is y-comen in,” will open the
concert and set the mood for
Orlando Gibbons’ “Now each
flowery bank of May” and Will-
iam Byrd’s “This sweet and merry

month of May.”
Other selections will include

Gerald Finzi’s “Haste on, my joys!”
Gibbons’ “What is our life?” and
Gregg Smith’s doo-wop arrange-
ment of “Il est bel et bon.”

Singing in this program will be
Allen Artz, Martha Desmond, Pe-
ter Dykema, Pamela Johnson of
Westfield, David Lawrence, Anna
Maria Licameli, Jennifer Melick,
Tom Reingold, Sarah Riffel, Kirk
Robbins of Fanwood, Deidre
Solomon, George Stralkus and
Margaret Thompson of
Mountainside.

Admission is by donation at
the door. For more information,
please call (908) 233-1570.

BRIGHT PERENNIALS…These cheerful pink, white and yellow
perennials fill a sunny corner of a garden in Scotch Plains. This
display is one of six private gardens which can be visited during
the “Blooms, Birds, and Butterflies” on Saturday, June 3, from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, please call (908) 233-7572.

Wayne Mathisen to Exhibit
At Westfield Art Gallery

Arts, Crafts, Music
To Turn Local Park
Into Cultural Event
CRANFORD — The 14th annual

Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park show will take
place on Saturday and Sunday,
June 3 and 4, in Cranford across
from Union County College.

The show will feature over 120
professional artists, photographers
and craftspeople from throughout
the northeast and beyond, display-
ing and selling their American-
made, hand-crafted work. This free
to the public show will be open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or
shine.

The show is co-sponsored by
the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, the Union County
Division of Parks and Recreation
and Janet and Howard Rose of
Squared Productions, Inc.

Sue Preston of Springfield will
display her clothing and glassware,
Bill and Sandi Kaplan of Short Hills
will offer pottery, Mary Westcott of
Edison will show her stained glass
pieces and Gina Romano of Sum-
mit will display her handcrafted
jewelry.

The Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park Show also will
feature fine art, photography, weav-
ing, clothing, pottery, wood, fiber,
leather, stained glass, and much
more. The show will be accented
with music of the 1970’s by the
band “Carnaby Street” and a vari-
ety of ethnic foods.

For further information, please
call (908) 874-5247 or visit the
Website: www.rosesquared.com.

Five-Artist Demonstration Set
By Westfield Art Association

Ghost Hunters Group
Reveals May 19 Meeting

WESTFIELD — The next meeting
for the New Jersey Ghost Hunters
Society (NJGHS) will be Friday, May
19, at 7:30 p.m. in the Community
Room in Westfield’s Municipal Build-
ing.

The NJGHS is a non-profit group
dedicated to helping all those inter-
ested in the paranormal to learn how
to investigate and document ghosts
and paranormal activity. Areas cov-
ered are ghost photography, Electro-
magnetic Voice Phenomena and
hands-on investigations.

Laura Muller, co-founder of the
NJGHS, made a presentation to the
Westfield Y’s staff and department heads
on Wednesday, May 11, at The Break-
ers in Spring Lake Heights. The presen-
tation covered topics describing the
definition of a ghost, a haunting, polter-
geist activity and what differentiates a
modern-day ghosthunter from the Spiri-
tualists and Hollywood versions.

Ms. Muller distributed her photo
album containing the pictures of the
various ghostly anomalies caught on
film to date.

For more information or to arrange
for a presentation at your group’s
meeting, please call (908) 654-7502 or
e-mail zensible1 @erols.com or visit
their Website at www.njghs.net.

WESTFIELD — Five artists de-
picting the same subject matter and
working from a live figure will offer
a demonstration for Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) meeting on
Sunday May 21, from 2 to 4 p.m. in
the Community Room in Westfield’s
Municipal Building. Election of of-
ficers will also take place at this
meeting.

Each artist, a member of the WAA,
will create a close-up view of how
he or she works. The demonstrat-
ing artists will include full-time art-
ist Bill Cammon of Union, illustra-
tor Paul Casale, of Cranford, Linda
Kolar of Westfield, sculptor Shirley
Oslislo of Westfield and multi-me-
dia artist Dorothy Wilkinson of
Clark.

The demonstration is free and
the public is invited to attend. The
room is handicapped accessible.

For information about the WAA
and this meeting, please call (908)
687-2945.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Art Gallery, located at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield,
has announced the opening of
an exhibit featuring the works of
Wayne R. Mathisen from Sunday,
May 21, to Sunday, June 18.

An opening reception will be
held on May 21 from 2 to 4 p.m.
Admission is free.

Mr. Mathisen has lived in the
New Jersey area for most of his
life. He currently resides in
Hillsborough. He studied Com-
mercial and Fine Art at Mercer
County College and currently be-
longs to the Somerset Art Asso-
ciation.

The artist is represented and
featured by several galleries. His
paintings are found in both pri-
vate and public collections, and

may soon be viewed on the
Internet.

Many of Mr. Mathisen’s subjects
for his landscapes are farms and
places which have undergone dra-
matic changes over the years.

For more information about the
exhibit, please call (908) 789-9696.

Arts & Entertainment
Career Women Who Garden

Prepare for Garden Tour
WESTFIELD – Two gorgeous

gardens maintained by two busy
women in Scotch Plains will be fea-
tured in a tour of six private gardens
entitled “Blooms, Birds, and Butter-
flies,” sponsored by the Garden Club
of Westfield, on Saturday, June 3.

The gardeners, Claudia Heffner and
Pam DeYoung, are pursuing full-time
careers in the healthcare field while
creating pretty-as-picture gardens at
their homes.

Ms. Heffner is a medical technology
manager at two hospitals, Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
and JFK Medical Center in Edison. She
spends her spare time learning more
about gardening and landscaping.

She took the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension courses to become a Master
Gardener, donating volunteer hours
answering questions from other home
gardeners in addition to creating the

artistic beds of perennials and shrubs
that surround the Cape Cod where
she and her husband, Donald, have
lived since 1974.

From the right side of the Heffner
house, a double perennial border,
planted only three years ago, is dotted
with a season’s worth of consecutive
blooms – iris, phlox, roses, astors and
clematis climbing a cedar pyramid.
A grass path leads to the rear,
where Mr. Heffner maintains a veg-
etable garden and the compost pile
which nourishes the garden beds.

Another long perennial border
ends in a shady corner planted
with rare Exbury azaleas surround-
ing a bubbling fountain and pool.

Having already designed the
landscaping for a park in Berkeley
Heights, Ms. Heffner is consider-
ing returning to school to earn a
degree in landscape design.

On the northeast side of Scotch
Plains, Ms. DeYoung has also de-
veloped sunny and shady land-
scaped beds. A dental hygienist,
her hobby used to be decorative
painting.

“But it kind of moved outdoors,”
stated Ms. DeYoung, with some
surprise as to what she has accom-
plished in 12 years of gardening.

An amateur with a green thumb,
Ms. DeYoung noted that the first
beds in front of her house were
shaped from “a ton or two of top
soil just dumped on the grass. And
nearly everything I planted came
up the second year.”

Among the flowering beds curv-
ing around the house, are dotted,
whimsical “garden art” – an ice
cream parlor chair, a tin tub, an
ancient spading fork – donated by
her dental patients. Under tall oaks
and elms in the rear of the garden,
Ms. DeYoung is experimenting with
such shade-loving plants as
Solomon’s-seal, ginger, hellebores
and chartreuse mounds of lady’s
mantle.

The garden tour will be open,
rain or shine, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. on June 3. Proceeds from the
$15 donation for tickets will be
used by the Garden Club of
Westfield for the benefit of its many
civic projects and scholarships.

Tickets may be purchased from
Garden Club members or by phon-
ing (908) 233-7572.

Gladiator
A Spectacular Thing Happens

On the Way to the Forum

3 & 1/2  popcorns

A man’s gotta do what a man’s
gotta do. And in the rousing Gladia-
tor that goes doubly for Maximus
(Russell Crowe), the classic hero per-
sonified. A great Roman general, he
isn’t insulated from the same skull-
duggery and inconsiderations that
plague executives in today’s corpo-
rate scene. You know the drill: The
top man, in this case Emperor Marcus
Aurelius (Richard Harris), loves you
like a son. He’s grooming you to take
his spot.

Only you can continue his glorious
vision for the company. And then
your benefactor meets an untimely
demise. Suddenly no one knows any-
thing about what the boss had in
mind for you. Especially his corrupt
son, who it just so happens was being
cut out of the loop prior to dear old
Dad’s suspicious death.

Per director Ridley Scott’s throw-
back to the sword and sandal epics of
the 1950s, talent and greatness will
out. It is the romantically optimistic
contention of screenwriters David H.
Franzoni, John Logan and William
Nicholson that ideas, like honor and
devotion, are as indestructible; that
they live on in reincarnated forms.

Of course it was a little more com-
plicated in 180 A.D. It is not until he
hits absolute rock bottom that the
heroic paradigm reinvents himself as
a peerless gladiator, beloved by the
masses and primed to challenge
Aurelius’ son, Commodus (Joaquin
Phoenix).

It’s a grand old tale, and apparently
ready for the retelling thanks to Mr.
Scott’s fine helmsmanship, Russell
Crowe’s stupendous tour-de-force in
the title role and the relatively eco-
nomical set possibilities now afforded
via computer magic.

While you can expect Mr. Crowe
(L.A. Confidential, The Insider) to
garner another Oscar nomination, the
rub-your-eyes-in-disbelief effects that
virtually re-create Rome at the height
of her glory are also award-worthy.

The other active ingredient in di-
rector Scott’s tale is testosterone. An
opening battle scene depicting the
Roman Legion’s vicious campaign in
Germania to win the last of the unde-
feated lands worth conquering is a
naturalistic horror — as primitively
haunting in its anti-war message as
the first 20 minutes of Spielberg’s
Normandy invasion in Saving Private
Ryan.

This is smartly balanced by a corre-
sponding tale of intrigue at court
featuring the calculations of the
twisted Commodus and his far more
politically astute sister, Lucilla, ex-
acted with notable aplomb by Connie
Nielsen.

A curiously subtle hint at incest as
well as a far nobler tale of unrequited
love round out the story. And per-
haps just for good measure, conjuring
images of de Havilland, O’Hara,
Fairbanks and Flynn, the filmmakers
can’t pass up the time-honored cliché
wherein highborn damsel visits seem-
ingly doomed hunk in the dungeon.
Will she slip him a file along with the
forbidden kiss?

In any case, even when combined
with the script’s glibly knowing take
on senatorial politics, the cerebral
aspects of this cinematic event are far
outweighed by the visceral.

Mr. Crowe oozes with authority as

Westfield Symphony Review
Continued from Page 24

was apparent; ever pushing the or-
chestral ensemble towards a great
cohesiveness of ideas - always result-
ing in articulate eloquence.

He allowed the vocalists a great
degree of freedom, and even en-
hanced their interpretation by follow-
ing through phrases and musical con-
cepts with the strengths of his orches-
tra.

Minor-ish annoyances worth men-
tioning as deterrence to future un-
initiated would be the taking of ama-
teur flash photographs during the

performances. Distracting to the point
of losing concentration. Losing con-
centration not only for any persons in
the audience who happened to be
attending to hear music, but no doubt
also for the soloists and musicians,
who are diligently concentrating on
those black blotches on those papers
in front of them, which are known is
some circles as musical notes.

Overall, an exciting, stellar perfor-
mance created by David Wroe, the
vocalists and the formidable Westfield
Symphony Orchestra.

The season-ender was dedicated to
John J. McCormack, treasurer and
board member of the orchestra who
passed away the week before. John
was a terrific man whose personality,
talent and enthusiasm for the orches-
tra and his community will be sorely
missed by not only the orchestra but
by all of the people John touched.

An oil painting by Paul Casale

Wayne R. Mathisen’s art-
work, such as the piece de-
picted above, will be dis-
played at the Westfield Art
Gallery at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

ARTISTIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
seniors Chris Hartelius, Brigitte Argueta and Jackie Klock appear
with their teacher Jeffrey Gutterman after being awarded gift
certificates for their accomplishments in art by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Arts Association’s Scholarship Chairperson Barbara
Swindelhurst on May 4. Emily Downs, who was not present for the
picture, was also awarded a gift certificate for her accomplish-
ments. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Swindlehurst, Chris, Brigitte,
Jackie and Mr. Gutterman.

Please send
all A&E Releases to:

michelle@goleader.com

David Louie to Perform
At Carnegie Hall in N.Y.

WESTFIELD -- David
Louie, a sophomore at
Westfield High School, will
perform at Carnegie Recital
Hall in New York City on
Sunday, May 28, at 1 p.m.
David will be included as
part of a trio with violinist
Jamie Yang and pianist Chris-
topher Lin. They will per-
form a trio by Locatelli for
two violins and a piano.

the consummate war-
rior-leader, with men
just dying, literally, to
follow him to Elysium.
A less egalitarian film
critic, unconcerned with
being labeled a chau-
vinist, might even dub
Gladiator a men’s film
— albeit one that can
still be enjoyed by the
women who love them.

The fighting is, to coin
a phrase, awesome, fea-
turing decapitations and
high-pressure blood
spurts. Be assured, ‘tis
the free-flowing plasma
and not sex that earns it
an R-rating.

A fine supporting cast
keeps the action from
sprawling out of control
and the story from be-
ing engulfed by the stun-
ning special effects.
Joaquin Phoenix is ap-
propriately hateful and
without redeeming

Constructing an homage to the
film phylum that is Rome while pro-
viding exciting entertainment not
only for seasoned viewers, but for an
entire generation that probably never
saw Ben-Hur, director Scott achieves
the right balance of the old and the
new.

True, all roads no longer lead to
Rome. But rest assured that once the
word gets around, filmgoers in search
of big-screen thrills will beat a path to
Gladiator.

              *  *  *  *  *
Gladiator, rated R, is a

DreamWorks Pictures release directed
by Ridley Scott and stars Russell Crowe,
Connie Nielsen, and Joaquin Phoe-
nix. Running time: 150 minutes.

qualities as Commodus. Oliver Reed,
who sadly died during filming on
Malta, adds a sympathetically reflec-
tive note as Proximus, once a great
gladiator and now a self-effacing pro-
moter of combative flesh.

Derek Jacobi is correctly aristo-
cratic as Gracchus, the Roman sena-
tor who forthrightly declares, “I may
not be of the people, but I certainly
am for the people.” And even Richard
Harris manages to harness the
hamminess, succinctly setting the
film’s philosophically sober tone as
Emperor Marcus Aurelius.

Naturally, in a respectful nod to
Hollywood tradition, ancient Romans
still speak with a proper British ac-
cent.

Truth be told, the architectural evo-
cation of the legendary city is a bit
much, a tad too perfect. Which tends
to remind that it’s all being done by a
little computer. But then again, much
of this saga has to be exaggerated. If
it weren’t, the political lesson, every
bit as poignant as the message in
Braveheart, would just get buried in
the sand.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

SUMMER SESSION NOW FORMING

A Fun Filled Art Workshop Experience
For Children, Teens & Adults... All Levels Welcome!

908-654-5663 • 500 North Avenue East • Westfield
Now Introducing Teen Drawing & Painting


