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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

FREE OFFER*

30-Day Money Back Guarantee
Call Now!

908-654-4100
*For new subscribers only. Mention “Code DW.”

Offer is subject to change and/or withdrawal without notice. Some restrictions apply.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 7 E-Mail Addresses
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� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

� Powerful Honda 1.5 hp, mini 4-stroke engine (uses regular gas)

� 9� tilling width � weighs less than 27lbs

� Folding handle makes storage easy

� Transport wheels are standard

� Optional attachments include aerator
 border/edger, digging tines & de-thatcher

� 2 year homeowner warranty

www.etpetersen.com

Mod. FG100

$329

www.honda.com

Freeholders Adopt $306 Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Rise Locally
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Although the
Union County tax levy will remain
flat this year, 12 towns will see
increases in the amount of money
collected in property taxes to sup-
port county government.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
Thursday night adopted the $305.86
million budget. To support the bud-
get, a total of $150.13 million will
be raised in taxes.

Locally, Westfield, will see the
largest bump, $538,421, in the county
tax levy. The town’s overall county
levy, $15,018,846 is second in the
county behind Summit, $15,351,144,
which will see a hike of $498,016.

Scotch Plains is seventh with a
county tax levy of $8,816,156, up
$260,975 over last year. Fanwood is
19th with a total of $2,408,778 to be
raised in county purpose taxes, up
$27,211 over 1999. Taxes in
Mountainside will rise $59,568 to
$4,172,760.

The county tax board sets the
amount to be raised for individual
towns with municipalities determin-
ing the local impact based on these
numbers.

Taxes will all rise in Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Hillside, Kenilworth, New Provi-
dence, Rahway and Winfield.

County taxes will drop in Eliza-
beth, Plainfield, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Springfield and Union.

Republican freeholder candidate
Wally Shackell, Jr. of Cranford told
the board that while it does not set
the municipal county tax rates, it
does have the power over spending.

“Looking at this budget I do be-
lieve the county could have done a
better job on spending,” he ex-
plained.

Vincent Lehotsky of Elizabeth, a
regular attendee of freeholder meet-
ings, commented that 10 of the 15
Union County towns included in the
Seventh Congressional District will
see there county taxes increase this
year.

His comments were in response
to County Michael J. Lapolla’s cam-
paign for Congress in that district.
Mr. Lapolla resides in Westfield.

Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo, also
a Westfield resident, chaired the
board’s finance committee this year,
which worked with officials in draft-

ing the final spending plan.
She cited the Democrat freehold-

ers’ “sound fiscal management” in
holding the line on the county-wide
purpose tax. She charged that when
Republicans, which had the major-
ity from 1992-1996, controlled the
board over 60 percent of the budget
was supported through taxes.

That number, for the first time, is
below 50 percent, she emphasized.

Taxes as a percentage of the county
budget have dropped from 61 per-
centage to 49 percent since 1991 and
3 percent from last year alone. Dur-
ing this period, the tax levy has risen
from $131.8 to $150.1 million.

Other revenue sources include $26
million of the county’s estimated
$40 million in surplus funds, ac-
counting for 8.5 percent of the bud-
get; $41,048,742 in state and federal
grants accounting for 13.42 percent
of the budget, and additional county
revenue which accounts for 28.99
percent of the spending plan.

The latter is generated from such
revenue streams as the County
Clerk’s office, anticipated at $2.1
million; $400,000 from the office of
the Surrogate and $700,000 from
the Sheriff’s Office.

The county anticipates another
$2 million in realty transfer fees
through the Register of Deeds and
$4.9 million in interest on invest-
ments and deposits.

Noting the new programs this year
aimed at the county’s growing se-
nior population, Freeholder Ruotolo
noted that she was, “proud of how
we are spending” the county’s tax
levy this year.

Freeholder Vice Chairman
Alexander Mirabella of Roselle
Park, a member of the finance com-
mittee, said the committee’s goal
was to deliver a tax levy that was
“stable and affordable” to the half
million residents of the county. He
said this year’s flat tax levy follows
two cuts in 1998 and 1999.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon of
Union added that the freeholders
have delivered five consecutive bud-
gets where the amount to be raised
in taxes has remained stable or de-
clined. Democrats regained the
majority in 1997.

Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan of Elizabeth added that,
“This (county government) is a bot-
tom line business.” He explained that

the real importance is how the free-
holders spends the county budget.

He noted that the past few years
the county has included programs to
provide full scholarships for resi-
dents to attend Union County Col-
lege, for funds to renovate existing
parks or create new ones and to
provide grants to local artists.

This year’s budget contains sev-
eral new grant programs. Senior Fo-
cus is aimed at expanding existing
or creating new senior centers. Se-
niors in Motion will provide ve-
hicles towns to enhance transporta-
tion for seniors.

Senior Scholars will offer schol-
arships for seniors to continue their
education.

The county plans to authorize
$1,995,000 to support the $2.1 mil-
lion Senior Focus program;
$380,000 for the $400,000 Seniors
in Motion project.

Other capital projects included in
the spending plan are improvements
to the intersection of East Broad
and Chestnut Streets in Westfield,
where a traffic signal is planned,
and an in-pavement lighted cross-
walk adjacent to Temple Emanu-El
on East Broad Street.

Two pedestrians were killed along
a stretch of East Broad, including
the crosswalk near the Temple, early
last year.

Also, $350,000 is included for
continuation of the restoration and
dredging of county lakes. Additional
improvements are planned for the
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains and a new roof on the
Watchung Stables in Mountainside.

The county will soon authorize
$29 million in debt to support a
$36.16 million capital budget.

Director of Finance Lawrence M.
Caroselli told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that once the debt is au-
thorized by the county in the next
few weeks the county’s total debt
will be $258 million. He said the
maximum debt which can be autho-
rized is $641 million.

He said the officials will decide
later this year which projects to fund
in the annual capital bond ordinance.
That ordinance will be funded either
by entering the municipal bond mar-
ket or by issuing notes.

“Those are basically our options,”
he explained.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG…Wolf Den No. 3 of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains recently performed their first Flag
Ceremony. Pictured, left to right, are: Kevin Yeager, Scott Keogh, Justin
Brownstein, Evan Schdendorf, Charles Kennedy, Matthew Sawchuck and Peter
Citera.

Mountainside Council Recognizes
Two Long-Time, Active Residents

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE—Two resolu-
tions of recognition were read for
two long-time residents of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside at Tuesday’s
council meeting.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti read
resolutions for both Richard B.
Ahlfeld, President of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside,
and Arthur J. Brahm, Mountainside
native and life-long resident. Both
men have recently retired.

Mr. Ahlfeld retired from
Children’s Specialized Hospital af-
ter 26 years of service.

According to the mayor, during
Mr. Ahlfeld’s tenure, he “established
a rapport between the Borough of
Mountainside and the Board of
Trustees of the hospital, which made
an expansion of the hospital facili-
ties possible and did not impinge
upon the lives of the persons who
own homes in the neighboring com-
munity.”

The mayor also noted that Mr.
Ahlfeld’s efforts working with the
borough’s governing body “saved
both bodies substantial amounts of
time, money and energy.”

Mr. Ahlfeld served in an execu-
tive capacity since 1974 and as the
Chief Executive Officer since 1985.
He was a past trustee (1979-85 and
1992-1998) of the National Asso-
ciation of Children’s Hospital’s and
Related Institutions and has been a
member of the New Jersey Cata-
strophic Illness in Children Relief
Fund Commission since its creation
in 1988. Mr. Ahlfeld has also served
as a past Chapter Chairman of the
local American Red Cross and was
a past President of the Rotary Club
of Westfield.

“The word retirement is one I try
to shy away from,” stated Mr.
Ahlfeld. “I am looking forward to
devoting my full-time energy to the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation. I want to thank the bor-
ough for honoring me and I want to
say a special thank you to the Res-
cue Squad, Police Department and
Fire Department in Mountainside

for always responding timely to the
many emergency calls that we have
had in the last 26 years.”

During the presentation, New Jer-
sey Assemblyman Joel Weingarten
(R-21st) announced that he would
make an appearance at Children’s
Specialized Hospital on Thursday,
May 25, to issue a proclamation in
Mr. Ahlfeld’s honor from the New
Jersey State Assembly.

Mayor Viglianti then recognized
Mr. Brahm who was a founding
member of the Mountainside His-
toric Preservation Committee and
was a Chairman of the Committee
from 1975-1999.

The mayor stated: “Mr. Brahm
has dedicated his services to pre-
serving the borough’s historic past
by identifying buildings, locations
and artifacts of historic significance
to Mountainside and was instrumen-
tal in saving the Hetfield House and
in its continued restoration.”

The mayor noted that Mr. Brahm
was retiring from Bliwise Liquors
in Mountainside after 40 years and
moving out of town to Sussex
County.

Afterwards, Assemblyman
Weingarten read a Joint Legislative
Resolution from the state Senate
and the New Jersey State Assembly
on behalf of Mr. Brahm’s work for
the borough and his efforts working
for the Mountainside Historic Pres-
ervation Committee. He also recog-
nized that Mr. Brahm was a 1994
recipient of the Mountainside Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award.

According to the mayor, Mr.
Brahm and his wife, Peggy Jo, have
lived in their family’s historic farm-
house in Mountainside where they
raised three children, who all gradu-
ated from the Mountainside Public
School System. It was noted that
Mr. Brahm also graduated from the
local Public School System.

Finally, it was reported that this
year council was awarding the Vale-
dictorian and Salutatorian of the
Deerfield School with a $300 and
$200 savings bond, respectively,
during their Wednesday, June 21
graduation. In past years, the Bor-
ough Council had awarded students
with a $150 and $100 bond, respec-
tively.
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