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FEIGHNER, MCMAHON WIN 3 EACH; DENNIS, HILLMAN WIN 2 EACH

Raiders Sweep Again; Lady Devils Take
Second in Watchung Conference Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance was assured by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys and girls as both teams won its
respective Watchung Conference
National Division crown at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May
12. The Raider boys, who totaled
146, got a stiff challenge from the
Linden boys, who finished second at
141. The Raider girls out-totaled run-
ner-up Westfield, 156-138.

The Raider girls captured five in-
dividual first places while the Blue
Devils grabbed one relay and four
individual first places. Raider Katie
Feighner seized three of those first
places while Blue Devil Maura
McMahon had two individual first
places and got another in the relay.

Feighner shoved the shot put 35’4”
followed by teammates Ruth Rohrer
at 33’10.75” and Christina Hillman
at 33’2”. Blue Devil Liz Sweeney
took fifth at 29’1”. Feighner led the
field in the javelin with a toss of
105’5”. Blue Devils Dana Grau at
91’7” and Laura Avdey at 86’5”
placed third and sixth, respectively.
Feighner then won the discus with a
heave of 115’10”. Rohrer was third
at 97’1”, Sweeney took fourth at
82’4” and Raider Lauren Branco was
sixth at 79’.0”.

McMahon crossed first in the 800
meters with a time of 2:21.3 fol-
lowed by Raiders Erin Kelly at
2:22.8 and Stephanie Heath at 2:28.
Blue Adrianne Blauvelt finished fifth
at 2:33.5. McMahon then won the
1,600 meters in 5:24 followed by
Blue Devil Alexis Anzelone at
5:33.4, Kelly at 5:47.3 and Blue
Devil Rachel Ackerman at 5:54.1.
Raider Kate Bereznak came in sixth
at 6:07.6. McMahon, Heather Den-
nis, Susan Hinds and Blauvelt com-
bined to win the 4x400 relay with a
time of 4:11.7 followed by a Raider
foursome in 4:21.5.

Dennis had a superb performance
in the 400-hurdles, finishing better
than any girl in either the National or
American Division, with a time of
1:05.7 followed by Raider Jayme
Ferraro at 1:06.1. Running the event

for the first time was Hinds, a junior
who placed fourth at 1:08.9. Raider
Alyssa Sams finished sixth at 1:12.5.

“I really wanted to win this one,”
snarled a very happy Dennis. “I’m
thrilled. My best time came at the

end of last year and it was a 65.5 so
I’m close already.”

Raider Hillman leaped 16’1” to
place first in the long jump followed
by Dennis at 15’9” and Hinds with a
personal-best 15’8.5”. Ferraro at
15’7.5”, Rohrer at 15’4.5 and Blue
Devil Sarah Burke at 14’11.5” took
the remaining places.

“I was in the low 15’s on my first
two jumps then coach (Lionel) Hush
and coach (Rich) McGriff said that I
need to run faster and jump higher,”
said Hillman. “And then, I had to
change my mark. Then after I landed
in the pit, they told me that I had to
walk straight out instead of going out
the side.”

Dennis who had trouble finding
the mark on the first jump, leaping
just 13’8”, commented, “Usually I
run a race before the long jump and

I’m kind of loose, but today there
wasn’t and it kind of crept up on me
before the races.”

Her second leap was also lacking
but she found the mark on her third
jump. “I knew that I was making the

coaches nervous and I decided that,
foul or not, I was going to pop one
out there,” said Dennis.

“This was my best jump so far,”
said Hinds. “Before, I jumped 15’4.5”
and then I did 15’8” in the trials but
my goal is to get 16 feet by the end of
the season.” To accomplish that,
Hinds added, “I need to keep up my
speed, jump out and keep myself
leaning forward.”

Hillman also cleared 5’2” to win
the high jump followed by Blue Devil
Nichole Herttua at 4’8”. Sams took
fifth at 4’8” and Blue Devil Patti
Oslislo was sixth at 4’4”.

Anzelone won the 3,200 event with
a time of 11:59.3 followed by Kelly
at 12:33.9, Ackerman at 12:41.6 and
Blue Devil Jackie Cusimano at
12:51.5. Burke placed second in the
100-meter dash at 12.9 followed by
Ferraro at 13.1. Ferraro placed sec-
ond in the 200 meters with a time of
27.3 followed by Raider Jill
Koscielecki at 27.5. Burke grabbed
fifth at 27.7.

Dennis picked up her fourth medal
by getting third in the 400 meters
with a time of 1:01.6 and Hinds got
her fourth medal with a third in the
100-hurdles at 17.0. Raiders
Koscielecki at 1:03.7, Heath at 1:04.7
and Rachel Jones at 1:05.3 grabbed
the remaining places in the 400
meters and Rohrer at 17.0 and Blue
Devil Stephanie Bistak at 17.4 placed
fourth and fifth, respectively in the
100-hurdles.

The Raider boys grabbed firsts in
the 200 meters, the long jump, the
high jump and the discus events
while the Blue Devils took firsts in
the 100 meters, the 800 meters and
the pole vault.

Raider sophomore Ray Williams
burned the track to take the 200
meters with a time of 22.3, edging

speedy Pierre Chapman of Linden
who was timed at 22.7. Blue Devil
Chris Giacone finished fourth at
22.9 and Raider Jamil Coles took
sixth also at 22.9. Williams also
finished second in the 400 meters
at 50.2, Coles took fourth at 52.1
and Blue Devils Adam Walker at
52.3 and Seth Augenstein at 52.7
followed.

WEBER SHOOTS 80, MISSES 1ST IN SUDDEN DEATH

Blue Devils Grab 2nd, Raiders
Get 6th at UC Golf Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three titles in-a-row was not in the
cards for the Westfield High School
golf team as the Cranford squad cap-
tured the Union County Golf Crown
held on May 11 at the par 36 Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield for
the 36th-straight year. The Cougars
totaled 332 to the Blue Devils’ 343.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood team
finished tied for sixth with Roselle
Catholic at 368.

Three in-a-row also was not in the
cards for the individual champion-
ship as Cougar Jerry Cuozzo (40-
40), who teed off in the third four-
some, shot an 80 and tied Blue Devil
Co-Captain Jeff Weber (39-41), who
teed off in the second foursome, then
defeated him in a sudden-death play-
off on the par-4 391-yard first hole.
Cuozzo parred the hole and Weber
just missed his par putt.

Last year the Blue Devils had a
record-setting 310 Union County
Tournament total to capture the team
title and Brent Bramnick fired a three-
over par 75 to edge teammate Ronnie
Kashlak who shot 76. The previous
team total had been first set by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in 1970 then tied by

Westfield in 1992.
This year, Bramnick, who is the

only Blue Devil to qualify for the
Tournament of Champions to be held
at Rumson Country Club on May 22,
teed off in the first four-
some with Watchung Con-
ference Tournament
(WCT) Champion Mike
Occi of Cranford, J.P.
Longueil of Oratory and
Steve DiNardo of Roselle
Catholic and shot an 87 (45-
42) to finish ninth.

Occi and Longueil, who
along with Bramnick, had
been odds-on favorites to
win the title, instead fin-
ished tied for 10th and 14th,
respectively, with scores of
88 and 89. Longueil, from
Annandale, was a Nike All-
America, won the Metro-
politan Boys Tournament
and the New Jersey State
Boys title twice. Unfortu-
nately, he had virtually put
himself out of the running
from the beginning when
he hit his tee shot out-of-
bounds on the first hole then

ran into deep trouble be-
hind the third green.

“He is by far the best
high school golfer in Union
County,” stressed Blue Devil
Head Coach John Turnbull of
Longueil. “And Jerry (Cuozzo)
played very well with two bird-
ies.”

Cougar Frank Buonvino, who
placed second in the WCT, teed
off with Weber and grabbed third
with a score of 81. Blue Devil
Adam Karnish came in eighth
with an 86 (42-44) and Raider
junior Louis Schultz turned in an
88 to tie for 10th. Blue Devils
Brian Mann (47-43) and Josh
Rogers (47-46) had scores of 90
and 93, respectively.

“I thought that the scoring was
pretty high. People complained
about the wind and the pin place-
ments, but that’s golf,” com-

mented Turnbull.
“We lost by 11 points and

Cranford’s No. 3 man (Cuozzo) had
an 80 and ours was 13 higher,” saidSCHENK K’S 10 CARDS, GOEHRY CRACKS 2 DOUBLES

Raider Diamond Boys Blank
Cardinals, 4-0, in Counties

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eleven in-a-row was established
in impressive fashion as senior Kevin
Schenk, who was popping the
catcher’s mitt, grounded 10 Cardi-
nals in six innings and along with
Brian Maroney, who relieved him in
the seventh, allowed just three hits as
the fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
shutout Plainfield, 4-0, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Scotch Plains on May

13. Senior Dan Goehry bashed two
ground-rule doubles, had two RBI
and scored a run to pace the (13-2)
Raiders.

“I felt really strong on the mound
and I had the speed today,” said
Schenk. “I had the location and hit
the target a lot.”

Schenk also noted, “I also have
confidence in my team. I have a lot of
good defense behind me.”

The Raiders did capitalize on seven
walks to score two of their runs but
also had several key defensive plays

to quiet the Cardinals.
Goehry drilled his first double off

the flexible center field fence on the
first pitch in the bottom of the first
inning. Later he scored when Tim
Pai bounced a hopper past the second
baseman.

Cardinal Josh Belle added a one-
man threat in the second when he
reached on an error then stole second
and third with just one out, but Schenk
sat down the next two Cardinals.

Ed Jackson, Jerry Salerno and
Anthony Blasi all walked to load the
bases in the second, then Goehry hit
a first-pitch, two-run, ground-rule
double over the center field fence to
jump the lead to 3-0.

“They were first-pitch fast balls so
I aggressively hit them. Yesterday,
when we played them, I just wasn’t
aggressive,” said Goehry. “I figured
today, just go out there and swing.
With a couple hits and good pitch-
ing, we won today.”

Goehry attributed the successful
season to the efforts of the entire
team, “We have a lot of good hitters.
Throughout the lineup, somebody
gets the hits when we need them.
Everyday somebody comes through.
Today, it was me.”

Schenk added some defensive hustle
in the third on a difficult chopper off
the bat of speedy Eladio Ortiz by
grabbing the ball and firing to first to
nab him. Then he added emphasis by
striking out the next two Cardinals. In
the fourth, he helped his cause by
picking off Kevin Wright at first.

LEO KINDLES DEVIL FLAME,  MAC COOLS CRUSADERS

Blue Devils Score in 9th; Jolt
Johnson, 3-2, in UC Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two years ago, the Westfield High
School softball team defeated A. L.
Johnson in an extra-inning thriller in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Clark and then went
on to capture the title. This time, in
the quarterfinals, The Blue Devils
broke a 2-2 tie in the top of the ninth
to chill the third-seeded Crusaders,
3-2, in Clark on May 13.

The Blue Devils, who have had
troubles with their defense this sea-
son, rose to the occasion, put it all
together and played perhaps their
best defensive game. Additionally,
timely power hitting by Kristen
Leonardis, who rapped two singles
and a rally-starting triple, and
Courtney Thornton, who singled and
hammered an RBI triple, put the
Blue Devils in the driver’s seat.

“It certainly was the best game for
us,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Maggie McFadden. “Our kids de-
cided to come and play today. They
were really excited about the coun-
ties. They know they are a good
team. They knew that they have had
some bad games this season, but they
turned it around.”

Also, sophomore Caitlin
MacDonald was cool on the mound
as she chilled the Crusaders with
three strike-outs and escaped some
tense situations while yielding seven
hits and walking four.

“She pitched great,” said
McFadden. “She has a lot of heart
and is a very good athlete. She made
two great plays on the mound.”

“This is definitely the best game
that I pitched. I had outstanding de-
fense behind me the whole day,” said
MacDonald. “Everyone made their

plays. They picked me up when I
walked somebody. I did the best that
I could and it turned out swell.”

In the first inning, Katie Richards
got hit by a pitch then, with two outs,
Thornton put pressure on Crusader
pitching ace Katie Burns by bashing
a single to right allowing Richards to
reach third. However, she avoided
damage by recording a strikeout.

The Blue Devils seemed to sense

an opening in the outfield in the
third. Leonardis thumped her triple
over the shallow-playing right
fielder’s head then Richards looped
an RBI single to right and sped to
second when the ball was mishandled.
After Brunetto laid down a sacrifice
bunt, Thornton nailed her RBI triple
over the right fielder’s head to give

the Blue Devils a 2-0 lead.
“I was just trying to make contact

and I found a hole,” said Leonardis,
who happened to get all three of her
hits to right field. “She (right fielder)
was playing shallow and I tried to
come around on it. We were up for the
game. We came with our A+ game.”

“I told the kids that she (Katie
Burns) gets her first couple of pitches
in and that we needed to attack and

not let her get ahead of us in the
count,” explained McFadden.

As to the hitting attack to right
field, she added, “I have never coined
our team as being a team which likes
to pull the ball. The girls worked real
hard on their hitting. They have
learned to go with pitches and I think
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David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Raider Louis Schultz

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Blue Devil Brent Bramnick

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS…Blue Devil Chris Giacone almost collides with a
camera after winning the 100 meters. Raider Nathan Jones is on the left.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DOUBLE STEAL ENDING AT HOME…Raider Tim Pai, No. 25, alertly stole
third then slides home safely when the Cardinal catcher could not find the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
READY TO GET AN RBI SINGLE…Blue Devil Katie Richards watches the
ball and smacks an RBI single to drive in Kristen Leonardis at third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BEATING THEM ALL…Blue Devil Heather Dennis, center, edges Raider
Jayme Ferraro, right, and the rest of the field to win the 400-hurdles in 1:05.7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WINNING THE 200 METERS…Raider Ray Williams crosses the line first in
the 200 meters. Raider Jamil Coles, left, and Blue Devil Chris Giacone follow
very close behind.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
TEEING OFF AT ONE…Blue Devil Jeff Weber
tees off at the first tee.


