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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Good News

Proverbs 15:18 The Gospel

A hot-tempered man stirs up
dissension,but a patient man

calms a quarrel

Church of St. Helen
Offers Prison Ministry

REACHING OUT…A new ministry at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield helps incarcerated individuals at Northern State Prison in Newark
develop self esteem and prepares them for their eventual return into society.
Pictured, left to right, are: Monsignor Jim Burke, Pastor of St. Helen’s Church;
Program Coordinator and local attorney John Jacobi, Sister of Charity Pat
Reynolds and the Reverend Thomas Roberts, Chaplain at Northern State Prison.

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A new ministry
based at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church is gaining ground in helping
Catholic prison inmates discover a
sense of self worth and readjust to
society upon their release.

A new program for the Westfield
parish, the Prison Fellowship and
Ministry complements other highly
successful ministries which have al-
ready been established at St. Helen’s.

St. Helen’s Pastor, Monsignor Jim
Burke, reported that 40 of his parish-
ioners are already actively involved
in the program, which began several
months ago.

He described the commitment as
“an offering of time and talent to
fulfill a message of beliefs and to
deliver corporeal works of mercy”
with “the need on the part of His
people to in some way touch the lives
of those confined to prison.”

Coordinating the Fellowship and
Ministry is John Jacobi, an attorney
and Seton Hall Law School profes-
sor, who said he learned that prison-
ers, as a group, have the least repre-
sentation and feel they are not a part
of society.

“Many people in prison struggle to
maintain their individual dignity
through reading, conversation and
intellectual and spiritual discipline,”
he said. “But they need to know that
outside people care about them as
human beings.”

Monsignor Burke stated, “the in-
mates feel a sense of worth by other
persons recognizing their human dig-
nity as sons and daughters of a loving
God.”

The steps the Fellowship is taking
to help the 500 Catholic inmates
include regular visits for prayer, min-
istry and fellowship; letter writing as

a prayer partner; teaching mathemat-
ics, reading and writing skills; pos-
sible youth projects; assisting family
members with transportation to visit
the prisoners and solid advocacy ser-
vices and after-care sponsorship, in-
cluding clothing, housing and job
preparation upon their release from
prison.

Monsignor Burke noted that the
advocacy services help the prisoners
get adjusted materially, as these in-
dividuals are given a minimum
amount of money and clothing when
they are released.

In addition, some prisoners may
not have families to return to, mak-
ing the adjustment very difficult, he
said.

Individuals making the transition
back into society also benefit from
donations of supplies and educational
materials, including computers, li-
turgical supplies, religious educa-
tional materials, texts on justice and
moral issues, and magazines and
books.

The Reverend Thomas Roberts,
Chaplain of Northern State Prison,
noted that by ministering to the in-
mates, he has come to observe a wide
range of intelligence among them
and the ability of individuals to ex-
perience love and God.

Anyone interested in learning more
about this ministry and possible ar-
eas of involvement are asked to call
Monsignor Burke at (908) 232-1214.

Periodic volunteer opportunities
are available for those unable to regu-
larly commit.

Youth Choirs to Perform
On Sunday at First Baptist

Interfaith Singles Set
June Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Interfaith Singles, a
support group for single adults over age
45, hold weekly discussions on success-
ful single living at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Continental breakfast is available and
a $2 donation is requested.

Meetings will be held on Sundays,
June 4, 11, 18 and 25, from 9 to 10:30
a.m. For further information, please call
(908) 889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

DAY FOR WORSHIP…Municipal and religious leaders gather at the Scotch
Plains Village Green May 4 for a National Day of Prayer observance held by the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Ministerium. Pictured, left to right, are: Peggy
Cowan, Event Coordinator; Pastor Dan Stanley, Evangel Church of Scotch
Plains; Pastor Gary Rothwell, Scotch Plains Baptist Church; Carol Hahn, Event
Coordinator; Minister of Christian Education Chaz Hutchison, Scotch Plains
Baptist Church; Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks; the Reverend Jane
Rockwell of All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains; Pastor Kenneth
Hetzel of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains and Pastor
Kevin Brennan of the Evangel Church.

Williams Nursery Announces
Dates for Fundraiser Events

Chamber Singers to Perform
On May 25 at St. Paul’s

Catholic Golden Age
To Meet This Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The next

monthly meeting of the Scotch Plains
Chapter of Catholic Golden Age will
be held this Sunday, May 21, at 1:30
p.m. at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church’s Nelligan
Hall, located on Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Participants are asked to enter on
the rectory side of the building.

The program will be presented by
the Deidre Shea School of Irish Danc-
ing.

Refreshments will be served and
attendees are invited to bring a guest.
Chapter members are asked to bring
items for the Food Pantry.

The chapter will meet again on
Sunday, June 25, with a program
entitled “Wine Tasting,” to be con-
ducted by Peterson’s Wine Unlim-
ited of Westfield.

For more information, please call
John at (908) 322-1804.

Temple’s Elder Members
Contribute Memoirs, Stories

To Congregational Book
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The memoirs and
life stories of several members of
Temple Emanu-El, Westfield have
been brought together in a book en-
titled Living Treasures.

The memoirs detail trials and tri-
umphs, heartbreaks and blessings and
the role of Jewish heritage in the
lives of the congregants. A photo-
graph accompanies each story.

The Lauren Danis Eldernet Project,
a senior citizen organization based at
Temple Emanu-El, sponsored the
publication. Seventeen of the
congregation’s 100 members over
the age of 75 contributed their life
stories. Thirty volunteers assisted in
the undertaking.

Sharon Greenbaum, Coordinator
of the Eldernet Project, learned of
the publication of a similar book in
New Mexico and adapted the idea
for the Westfield congregation.

“The focus of Living Treasures is
how Judaism played a role in the
lives of the people interviewed,” said
Ms. Greenbaum.

Rosalind Dorlen, who has a doc-
torate in clinical psychology and is a
temple member, trained the volun-
teers to conduct interviews. Retired
executive and professional photog-
rapher Sandford Luger took many of
the photographs.

The book was edited by Marilyn
Milstein, also a member of Temple
Emanu-El.

Ms. Greenbaum will be working
with the religious school’s educators
to have the book become part of the

Temple’s religious education curricu-
lum. She is arranging to have the
book’s contributors visit the class-
rooms to speak to the youth directly.

Ms. Greenbaum is also hoping that
other local senior-citizen organiza-
tions will be encouraged by Living
Treasures to produce similar books
written by their own members.

Funding for Living Treasures was
provided by the Grotta Foundation
of South Orange.

A dinner honoring the contribu-
tions of all who worked on the book
will be held this Saturday evening at
Temple Emanu-El. The dinner will
be followed by a Havdalah service.
Renee Goldberg, Associate Rabbi
and Advisor to the Eldernet Project,
will officiate at the service to which
all family and friends of the book’s
participants are invited.

The Lauren Danis Eldernet Project
provides members of Temple Emanu-
El and the community with informa-
tion surrounding the issues of aging.
Services include a resource center,
programs on topics of interest to
senior citizens and volunteers to help
the elderly.

The project was started five years
ago by Temple Emanu-El members,
Gary and Leslie Danis, who began
the Eldernet Project in memory of
their niece, Lauren Danis.

SHARING A SONG…The Chamber Singers from Plymouth State College in
Plymouth, N. H., pictured during a past performance, will perform a cappella
on Thursday, May 25, at 8 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield. Admission is free and all are invited to attend.

WESTFIELD — The Chamber
Singers from Plymouth State Col-
lege in Plymouth, N. H. will present
a concert of a capella sacred music at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on Thurs-
day, May 25, at 8 p.m.

Twenty-seven voices strong, the
choir is an auditioned ensemble made
up of students whose majors include
music education and performance,
theater, musical theater and English.

They are directed by Dr. Dan
Perkins, Associate Professor of Mu-
sic and Director of Choral Activities
at Plymouth State College.

There is no admission charge for
the concert and the public is invited
to attend. St. Paul’s Church is lo-

cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information,
please call Charles Banks at (908)
232-8506, Extension No. 17.

WESTFIELD — Three special
choirs will lead worship this Sunday,
May 21, during “Children’s Sunday”
at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

The Youth Choir, comprised of 16
middle and high school students, will
sing contemporary songs at 10:20
a.m. Graduating senior Stefanie
Bistak of Westfield will perform some
of her favorites.

Fifteen second- through fourth-
grade Choristers have learned songs
each quarter that support their Church
School curriculum. They will also

perform several selections. Graduat-
ing Chorister Allison Johnson of
Westfield will perform as a soloist
for “Tree Song.”

Four, five and six-year-olds sing as
the Cherub Choir. Eight Cherubs will
join the Choristers for one song and
sing another on their own. Jesse Kline
of Mountainside will graduate from
Cherubs to Choristers.

Minister of Music Bill Mathews
directs the choirs, with older youth
Stefanie Bistak, Jon Redeker,
Stephanie Woo and Annie Peterson
assisting with the Cherubs.

WESTFIELD — Williams Nurs-
ery, located at 524 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield, has announced it
will hold fundraisers for two organi-
zations.

The first event will take place this
weekend and will benefit the North
Jersey Chapter of the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation.

With every full flat of impatiens
sold this Saturday, May 20, and Sun-
day, May 21, Williams Nursery will

donate $2 to the foundation.
The nursery additionally partici-

pates in the Plant for the Cure pro-
motion that raises funds and aware-
ness for the foundation.

Volunteers from the foundation’s
North Jersey Chapter will be present
this weekend at Williams Nursery to
provide information to interested in-
dividuals.

Further information on breast can-
cer is also available on the Williams
Nursery Web site at www.williams-
nursery.com, or by calling the Susan
G Komen Foundation at (908) 277-
2904.

On Wednesday, May 24, the nurs-
ery will hold a fundraising event for
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park
from 5 to 7 p.m.

The nursery will donate 20 per-
cent of every purchase during this
event to the Friends in support of the
park.

Historical Society
To Hear Discussion
On Lenape Indians

FANWOOD — Dr. Frank J.
Esposito, Dean of the Nathan Weiss
School of Graduate Studies at Kean
University in Union, will share his
knowledge about the Delaware
(Lenape) Indians during the Tues-
day, May 23 meeting of the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

The meeting will take place at the
Fanwood train station, located at
North and Martine Avenues, begin-
ning at 8 p.m. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the meeting.

Dr. Esposito first spoke to the His-
torical Society about the Lenape In-
dians seven years ago and has since
gathered further information about
these original Americans.

Further information about the His-
torical Society may be obtained from
its President, Richard Bousquet, at
P.O. Box 261, Scotch Plains, 07076
or by calling (908) 232-1199.

Gardenaires Announce
Slide Presentation

For May 24 Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS — Vi Debbie

will give a lecture and slide presen-
tation based on her extensive travels
at the Gardenaires meeting on
Wednesday, May 24, at the Scotch
Hills Country Club on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The meeting will take place from
noon to 3 p.m., with the slide pro-
gram lasting about 80 minutes.

Guests (both men and women) are
invited to attend and refreshments
will be served. Hostesses for the
meeting will be Lillian Boyko and
Sophie Armino.

An Executive Board meeting and
catered luncheon was held on May 9
at the home of the outgoing Presi-
dent of the club, Mary Haddad.

A luncheon is planned for Wednes-
day, June 28, at which time new
officers will be installed. For further
information, please call (908) 754-
5160.

Memorial Day Parade
To Honor Veterans
Of Korean Conflict
SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2000

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memo-
rial Day Parade will be held on
Monday, May 29, and will feature
“A Salute to Korean War Veter-
ans” as its theme.

Joseph W. Duff has been desig-
nated as Grand Marshal by the
Parade Committee. A longtime
resident of Scotch Plains, he served
in the United States Navy during
the Korean Conflict and remained
on active duty until 1955.

Afterwards, Mr. Duff served for
more than 25 years with the United
States Naval Reserves, retiring in
the mid-1980s as a Captain.

The parade will provide a spe-
cial tribute to veterans of the Ko-
rean Conflict from Fanwood and
Scotch Plains in conjunction with
the 50th anniversary of the begin-
ning of the conflict.

Veterans interested in partici-
pating in the parade should regis-
ter with the Parade Committee by
calling Toni Rollis at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 314.

Vehicles will be provided to
transport the veterans along the
parade route.

NJN Senior Anchor to Speak
At Tribute to Women Event
MOUNTAINSIDE — Kent

Manahan, a senior anchor with NJN
Nightly News, will speak at the Union
County Tribute to Women Luncheon
today, Thursday, May 18, at L’Affaire
in Mountainside.

The awards luncheon, sponsored by
the Patriots’ Path Council of the Boy
Scouts of America, will honor four
women who serve as role models for
young people in Union County. It is
being chaired by Union County Free-
holder Linda d. Stender.

The four honorees include Karen
Bernier of Berkeley Heights,
Bernadette Countryman of Westfield,
Anna K. Lustenberg of East Windsor
and Dell Raudelunas of Plainfield.

Ms. Manahan has covered New Jer-
sey for more than 20 years. A wife and
working mother of six, she also serves
on the Seton Hall University Board of
Regents and the Board of the Tri-
County Scholarship Fund for Disad-
vantaged Youngsters, as well as other
charitable organizations.

The Patriot’s Path Council covers
109 communities in Union, Somerset,
Morris, Sussex and parts of Middlesex
Counties. It is comprised of 22,000
scouts and 7,000 adult volunteers in
nearly 500 scout packs and troops.

Also attending the is event will be
Union County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan, Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and Union County Chamber
of Commerce President Susan
Jacobson, among others.

For tickets and additional informa-
tion, please call Kenneth Mayti, Fi-
nance Director for the council, at (908)
654-9191.

Screening Scheduled
For Hypertension
May 23 at Library
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Health will sponsor a
free Diabetes/Hypertension
Screening on Tuesday, May 23,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Individuals should be screened
for high blood pressure if they: (a)
are age 35 or older; (b) are not
under a physician’s care for high
blood pressure; (c) have a family
history of high blood pressure; (d)
have not had their blood pressure
tested in over a year; (e) have
stopped taking blood pressure
medication without their
physician’s approval.

Energizing Marriage
To be Lecture Topic
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library will present a
talk on “Energizing Your Marriage
in the Year 2000” by Freda Fink, a
licensed clinical social worker, on
Wednesday, May 24, at 7:30 p.m.

Mrs. Fink will discuss how mar-
riage is affected by cultural change,
specifically the women’s movement.
She will also offer pointers on build-
ing a successful marriage.

Attendance will be limited to 30
participants and interested individu-
als may sign up at the library’s Circu-
lation Desk.
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