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Homosexual Group
Accuses Committee
 Of Discrimination

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Friends Against Sexual Orienta-
tion Discrimination (FASOD), based
in Berkeley Heights, has told The
Westfield Leader  that the group is
being discriminated against by the
Union County Committee Against
Hate, based in Westfield, which or-
ganized the recent community fo-
rum “Standing Against Hate VI.”

In a phone interview, George
DeCarlo, FASOD’s Director, said that
he has asked The Committee Against
Hate Chairperson, Terri Warmbrand,
numerous times, to be included as a
committee chairperson, co-organizer
or keynote speaker in the group’s
annual forum, but has been refused.
Mr. DeCarlo claims that Ms.
Warmbrand is discriminating against
his organization because it is a gay
group, in direct contradiction to what
The Committee Against Hate should
stand for.

Mr. DeCarlo shared with The
Leader numerous copies of letters,
which he claimed to have sent to
Mrs. Warmbrand and to many New
Jersey Assemblymen and Senators,
requesting that he be allowed to “be
on the panel, address the participants
and be included fully in the pro-
gram.”

The Union County Committee
Against Hate organizes several pro-
grams a year regarding bias and dis-
crimination prevention. This year’s
forum, entitled “Stand Together
Against Hate, VI” was presented at
Temple Emanu-El on May 3. (See
related story).

Mr. DeCarlo said that he has been,
“snubbed” by the committee at nu-
merous events, including a luncheon
in 1999, that all committee co-spon-
sors were invited to, but to which he
was not invited, even though he was
listed as a co-sponsor at that time.

In response to these accusations,
Mrs. Warmbrand said that the Com-
mittee Against Hate does not dis-
criminate against anyone, including
Mr. DeCarlo.

However, Mrs. Warmbrand added,
the committee chooses programs and
keynote speakers appealing to a wide
range of groups and people for each
event. She also noted that many
people request to be keynote speak-
ers at their forums and that the com-
mittee has to turn down many people.

“Mr. DeCarlo has made it clear to
me that he wants to monopolize our
events for his specific agenda of gay
rights and discrimination. We are not
going to be pressured into allowingCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Town Sets Bulky Waste Collection
Curbside Pickup for Month of June

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield residents will soon
receive information in the mail
from the Department of Public
Works detailing the town’s annual
collection of bulky trash.

As in the past, residents will
have to purchase a $50 permit,
which will entitle them to place up
to 750 pounds at the curb for col-
lection. Additional permits can be
purchased if the trash weight ex-
ceeds 750 pounds.

Collection will be done by Wards.
Ward No. 1 pick up will be the

week of June 5-9; Ward No. 2 will
be June 12-16; Ward No. 3 will be
June 19-23, and Ward No. 4 will be
June 26-30.

Collection of material will be
random within each ward, so the
Department of Public Works ad-
vises residents to have all trash at
the curb by 7 a.m. of the first

morning of the scheduled pick-up
of their Ward’s particular week.

Registrations may be obtained
by mail, provided the applications
are received no later than May 19.
Residents will receive in the mail
information containing a form that
can either be mailed or dropped off
in person.

Residents may obtain permits in
person at the Westfield Public
Works Center, 959 North Avenue,
West.

Permits will be available for sale
for Wards Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 during
the following days and times:
Wednesday through Friday May 15-
19, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Monday through
Friday May 22-26, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Saturday May 27, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Tuesday and Wednesday May 30-
31, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Wednesday
May 31, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Permits will also be available for

Sixth Annual ‘Stamp Out Hate’ Forum Urges
Preventing Bias Crimes by Promoting Education

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Committee
Against Hate, Inc., presented their
Sixth Annual Forum, “Standing To-
gether Against Hate VI,” at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield on Wednes-
day, May 3. The anti-bias group is
geared toward lessening and pre-
venting bias crimes by promoting
education and understanding in the
community.

Committee Chairwoman Terri
Warmbrand, who organized the
event, put together a diverse and
informative program, which included
a hard-hitting Fox News Broadcast
on hate groups throughout the United
States, as well as prominent commu-
nity leaders who spoke on the topic.

The film, entitled “The Power of
Hate,” showed stark footage of vari-
ous Neo-Nazis and KKK members
conducting protests, recruiting mem-
bers and spewing racial epithets at
minorities. In a candid interview with
one of the Neo-Nazi Skinheads in the
film, the teenage boy admitted that
he was not opposed to exterminating
other races.

According to the film, these type
of hate groups conduct meetings all
over the country and are picking up
considerable membership particu-
larly in New Jersey. Approximately
1,400 hate crimes were reported in
New Jersey last year, up 14 percent
from the previous year and New Jer-
sey has the highest number of active
hate groups of any other state.

The upsurge of bias groups is at-
tributable, in part, to the prolifera-
tion of racist Web sites and the en-
hanced communication that the
Internet affords members, who oth-
erwise may have remained isolated

from one another in previous years.
According to Mrs. Warmbrand, the

forum is one way that we can educate
youth and strengthen the community
in our mutual stance against hate.

After the film, The Andrew
Ruotolo, Jr. Award, named in honor
of the late Union County Prosecutor,
was presented to Lisbeth Brodie from
Westfield for her outstanding efforts
in educating and informing the com-
munity about racial tolerance. Ms.
Brodie gives talks at schools about
her experience as a concentration
camp survivor and about the lessons
of racism.

The William Eldridge Award was
presented to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate Lauren
Blalock, who put together an all-day
educational forum for her high school
about race, gender and other types of
discrimination and bias.

Ms. Warmbrand addressed the
crowd of more than 100 participants
on the importance of incorporating
tolerance and social skills into the
curriculum in the grammar schools
and making teachers and educators
sensitive to the discrimination prob-
lems encountered by students in the
schools.

Opening Speaker, New Jersey At-
torney General, John J. Farmer, dis-
cussed how many of the greatest
cultures in the world were also the
harbingers of horrific hate crimes,
such as Germany and the United
States.

“How could the same cultures that
brought us Beethoven and Thomas
Jefferson also produce concentration
camps and slavery?” he asked.

Nationally renown, keynote
speaker Jimmie Jones from Boston,

gave an inspiring and passionate talk
on mobilizing and empowering the
community.

Director of Police and Commu-

nity Planning for Facing History and
Ourselves, a nationwide educational
organization, Mr. Jones conducts fo-

Sidewalk Repair Program Nearing
Halfway Mark in First Round
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The first round of the Town of
Westfield’s new sidewalk replacement
program, which began earlier this
spring, is 30-40 percent complete.

The contractor, Cretan Concrete
Co. of Highland Park, has been fin-
ishing work on the north side of town
and is moving to the south side of
Westfield soon, said Kenneth B.
Marsh, Town Engineer.

The contractor has been working
about a month in Westfield and should
be completed within the next month,
Mr. Marsh said. The work has entailed
digging up old sidewalk, discarding of
old concrete and other material, re-
moval of roots and other debris and the
laying of new sidewalk.

The new sidewalk replacement
program was put into the town’s 1999
budget, with $100,000 allocated to
fund new sidewalks around Westfield.

Under the program, which was
begun as an incentive to replace old
and aging sidewalks, the town and
homeowner splits the cost of a side-
walk replacement.

Under this year’s program 65-70
residents who applied to participate
in the program will have their side-
walks replaced, Mr. Marsh said.

He added, however, that originally
the town expected to finish the side-
walks of only the first 50 homeowners
who applied to participate in the
program. But, the contractor submit-
ted an estimate of $75,000 to com-
plete 50 sidewalk replacements, al-

lowing room for more Westfield resi-
dents to have work done this year.

Mr. Marsh said requests for side-
walk replacements continue to come
in to his office and the list of
homeowners interested in participat-
ing in the new program is now up to
160. The Town Council intends to
allocate an additional $200,000 to
the program for this year.

The Town Engineer said with the
passage of the budget by Town Coun-
cil, which includes the $200,000 al-
location, Westfield will seek bids for
a new batch of sidewalk replace-
ments. He hopes to advertise for bids
in June.

He said any homeowner interested
in participating in the program can
submit requests directly to his atten-
tion at the Public Works Department
on North Avenue West. He reminds
homeowners that only entire side-
walks will be replaced.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
PAVING PERFECTION…The Town of Westfield’s new sidewalk replacement program, which began earlier this spring,
is nearly 30 to 40 percent complete. The contractor, Cretan Concrete Company of Highland Park, has been finishing work
on the north side of town and is moving to the south side of Westfield soon, according to Kenneth B. Marsh, Town Engineer.
Pictured, above, a homeowner on Harrison Avenue gets a new sidewalk.

THE FRESH SUMMER AIR…A branch of The Fresh Air Fund known as the
Friendly Town Program works in communities like Westfield, Cranford and
Scotch Plains, offering city children an opportunity to spend two weeks of their
summer with families who live well beyond city limits in towns, suburbs and
rural areas along the east coast. Pictured, above, the Siegel family spends time
with their Fresh Air Fund guests, Javier Rodriguez and Shawnna Schuler.
Please see related story on Page 7.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Adopts $24.39 Mil.
Budget With 3 Cent Tax Hike

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council adopted a
$24,394,310 municipal budget that
calls for an increase in the tax rate of
three points, or around $52, on the
average assessed home of $174,000.

Of the $24,394,310 budget, a total
of $12,866,514 will be raised through
local property taxes. Other revenue
sources include $2.3 million of the
town’s $3.1 million surplus funds.
Surplus is generated from money ap-
propriated but unspent along with
anticipated revenue streams.

Additional $600,000 in construc-
tion fees and permits, $181,000 in
interest on taxes that are paid late,
$750,000 in interest investments and
deposits made by the town and
$641,000 for money received from
residents who prepay the school por-
tion of their property taxes.

The council voted to amend the
budget, which was introduced on first
reading in April, to add a $60,000

appropriation to fund a commuter
jitney service in town, starting in
the fall. The item is separate from
the $40,000 included to launch a
senior citizen jitney service this year.

Second Ward Councilman James
J. Gruba, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, explained that Union
County officials have indicated that
an agreement between the town and
county to utilize the Paratransit buses
is likely this year. He estimates the
cost to the town will be $11 per hour
per jitney with four buses proposed.

The commuter jitney would run
early in the morning and early
evening.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said the town needs to con-
tinue to explore all alternative plans,
including jitneys, as part of an effort
to develop a downtown parking
management plan. The town is cur-
rently considering a multi-level
parking facility.

First Ward Councilman Gregory

S. McDermott said a commuter jit-
ney is another step towards imple-
menting a parking management sys-
tem.

The council also voted to amend
the budget to add an item of $9,620
to fund a budget for the Historic
Preservation Commission. The com-
mission has not had an allocation
from the town in several years.

Former Town Administrator Ed-
ward A. Gottko told The Westfield
Leader that the commission has been
paying for must of its operational
costs on its own for such things as its
annual property preservation awards
program.

The revenue side of the budget was
also reduced by $1,600 to account
for a change in state funding for the
Board of Health.

The spending plan was amended
in April to calculate a reduction of
$146,000 on the spending side of the
budget due to a cut in the Police and

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
BREAKING NEWS...A SWAT team marches in to break up a hostage situation in Westfield on Central Avenue yesterday
afternoon. Please see related sidebar on Page 12.
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any one group dictate a limited
agenda to us,” she stated.

Mrs. Warmbrand said that she has
invited Mr. DeCarlo to be an audi-
ence guest and he is more than wel-
come to remain a co-sponsor, but
that does not necessarily translate
into being allowed to dictate pro-
grams, agendas or keynote speakers,
which Mr. DeCarlo has made clear to
her, is his mission.

“Our speaker last year, Mr. Billy
Johnston spoke in detail about how
discrimination, including that against
gays and lesbians, is experienced in
our communities,” Mrs. Warmbrand
stated. She also noted that next year’s
speaker is going to be an African
American Jewish lesbian.

However, Mr. DeCarlo said that
the committee primarily focuses on
discrimination against Jews, while
glossing over and merely paying lip
service to other types of discrimina-
tion.

“Gays were also exterminated by

Homosexual Group Accuses
Committee of Discrimination
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Bulky
Waste

the Nazis and the only group to not
be liberated at the end of the war,”
Mr. DeCarlo noted.

Furthermore, Mr. DeCarlo accused
Mrs. Warmbrand and the committee
of listing prominent New Jersey law-
makers as co-sponsors, when, he
claimed, they are not. Mr. DeCarlo
said that he called Senator Donald T.
DiFrancesco’s office and verified that
he is not a co-sponsor of the commit-
tee, but was listed as such on the
committee’s literature in 1999.

“When an organization purports
to have the endorsement of New
Jersey lawmakers, then that organi-
zation must comply with New Jersey
laws regarding discrimination and
equal opportunity,” Mr. DeCarlo
opined.

In its 1999 brochure, besides Sena-
tor DiFrancesco, other state officials
listed among the Committee Against
Hate co-sponsors are: Assemblymen
Alan  M. Augustine, Richard H. Bag-
ger, Neil Cohen, Joseph Suliga, the
FBI, New Jersey Division of Crimi-
nal Justice, New Jersey Division of
Civil Rights, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Union County
Clergy, Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission, Union County Su-
perintendent of Schools and Sena-
tors Raymond Lesniak, C. Louis
Bassano, as well as Friends Against
Sexual Orientation Discrimination.

The committee’s brochure also
states that they “collectively repre-
sent a wide array of diverse ethnic,
racial, religious and professional
backgrounds. . . together, represent-
ing the interests of the whole.”

Mrs. Warmbrand said that Mr.
DeCarlo has been harassing her staff
and herself with a barrage of accusa-
tory letters and phone calls for more
than a year.

WESTFIELD
POLICE  BLOTTER

sale in Ward Nos. 2, 3 and 4 only on
Saturday June 3, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Monday through Wednesday June 5-7, 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Ward Nos. 3 and 4 permits
will be available for sale Monday through
Wednesday June 12-14, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ward No. 4 permits will be on sale
Monday through Wednesday June 19-
21, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

As has been the case in previous years,
certain materials will not be collected,
including pesticides, paint, auto batter-
ies, items of excessive weight, recyclable
material and vegetative waste.

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader
DAKOTA, GO GET IT!…At Lake Surprise in the Watchung Reservation on
Tuesday, a couple’s dog, “Dakota,” decided to cool off from the humid weather
and fetch a large branch out of the lake.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26
• A 4.5-carat white gold tennis brace-

let, valued at $8,750, was reported stolen
from a jewelry store on North Avenue.

A suspect in the case was described as a
white male with black hair, between 45 and
50 years old, standing 5 feet and 6 inches
tall and weighing 200 pounds. He also had
a European accent and wore red-and-gold
framed eyeglasses, according to police.

• A resident of Marlboro reported
the theft of $1,200 worth of assorted

jewelry from the glove compartment of
her vehicle in the 400 block of West
Broad Street.

THURSDAY, APRIL 27
• A 1999 Lexus belonging to a North

Plainfield resident was stolen from out-
side an Elm Street restaurant. It was
recovered on Saturday in Newark, po-
lice confirmed.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28
• An Edison resident reported that

while traveling north on Central Av-
enue, he became involved in a verbal
altercation with another motorist, who
then exited his vehicle, jumped on the
hood of the victim’s car and shattered
the windshield by stomping on it.

The suspect, who subsequently returned
to his own vehicle and fled the scene, was
described as a white male, approximately
30 years old, 6 feet and 2 inches tall and
wearing eyeglasses. Authorities were con-
tinuing to investigate the incident this week.

SATURDAY, APRIL 29
• Bland Shivers, 34, of Elizabeth was

arrested and charged with possession of
a hypodermic needle. He was also ar-
rested on numerous warrants from
throughout the state.

He was taken into custody after the ve-
hicle in which he was a passenger was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
South Avenue and Cumberland Street. Bail
on the Westfield charge was set at $300.

The driver of the vehicle, Kathie Burke,
22, of Elizabeth was charged with being
an unlicensed driver and with hindering
her own apprehension by providing a
false name to police, authorities said. She
was released on her own recognizance.

• Nesha London, 34, and Cliest
Bentick, 38, both of East Orange, were
charged with shoplifting $869.97 worth
of clothing from a North Avenue depart-
ment store. They were each released on
their own recognizance.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
• Robert Roy, 2nd, 20, of Iselin was

charged with possession of an alcoholic
beverage while underage after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation at
North Avenue and Charles Street. He
was released on his own recognizance.

MONDAY, MAY 1
• A Colonial Avenue resident re-

ported that someone forcibly entered the
garage of her home and gained access to
the house in her absence.

Seventy dollars in cash was reported
missing from a wallet belonging to a
housekeeper, and personal papers were
also discovered missing from the home.
Police presently do not have any sus-
pects in the case.

• A Westfield resident reported that a
BMW which he is leasing from a Dublin,
Ohio firm was stolen from the southside
Westfield train station parking lot.

The vehicle, valued at approximately
$60,000, had not been recovered at press
time.

TUESDAY, MAY 2
• A Plainfield resident reported the

theft of a car stereo system from his
1986 Volkswagon, which was parked on
South Avenue, West, at the time. The
stereo system was valued at approxi-
mately $1,000.

• A bicycle valued at $309 was re-
ported stolen from a Shadowlawn Av-
enue residence sometime between May
1 and 2.

• A resident of West Grove Street
reported the theft of a compact disk
player valued at $150 from her home.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3
• Alfred Spooner, 26, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with issuing a
bad check at a Central Avenue service
station, according to police. He was
being held at the Union County Jail.

THURSDAY, MAY 4
• A Roselle Park resident reported

that her purse was taken while she was
working at a North Avenue department
store. The purse contained $50, a driver’s
license, social security card, keys and
several credit cards.

• A customer’s vehicle was damaged
at a Westfield automotive firm by two
men who struck it with baseball bats,
breaking the windshield, windows and
taillights. The damage was estimated at
$1,800. Police had no suspects in the
case at press time.

FRIDAY, MAY 5
• A gameboy was reported stolen

from a student at Beadleston High School
on Lamberts Mill Road.

SATURDAY, MAY 6
• Two tires were flattened on a van

belonging to a South Avenue resident.
The vehicle was parked in a private lot
on South Avenue, West, at the time the
incident occurred.

MONDAY, MAY 8
• Michael A. Gentile, Jr., 54, of New

York City was charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test in the 800 block of
Stevens Avenue. He was released on his
own recognizance.

SUSPECT SOUGHT…This illus-
tration, prepared by the Union
County Sheriff’s Forensic Art Unit,
is based on the description of a
suspect wanted in connection with
the theft April 26 of a 14-carat
white gold diamond bracelet from
Michael Kohn Jewelers in
Westfield. The man was described
as a white male, 40 to 50 years old,
with black hair and a fair com-
plexion, 5 feet, 8 inches tall and
weighing 200 pounds, with a me-
dium build. He is also suspected of
similar thefts in Union County.

www.goleader.com!

Firemen’s Retirement System pension
fund.

A number of capital projects highlight
the spending plan including $80,000 for
repairs to the North Avenue Fire Head-
quarters, $75,000 as part of a multi-year
project to refurbish bureaus in the police
department and $125,000 for professional
services to move ahead with re-develop-
ment plans for Memorial Park.

The budget also includes $220,000 for
repair of the Mindowaskin Park over-
look. The Westfield Memorial Library
was given a budget of $1,177,094, an
amount which is $24,000 over last year
and $61,000 in excess of the amount
mandated by the state.

Councilman Sullivan explained that
since 1995, the expense side of the mu-
nicipal budget has increased on average
of 2.6 percent.

“Controlling spending is where the
rubber meets the road,” he explained.

Acting Mayor Lawrence A. Goldman
said the budget is the most time consum-
ing item before the council each year.
Mr. Goldman said he believes officials
and the council developed “a very good”
budget resolution this year.

In order to remain consistent with his
prior votes and statements, First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury voted
against the budget and the amendments
to the spending plan. He was the lone
dissenter.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and Second
Ward Councilman Matthew P. Albano
were absent. The Mayor had joined Mr.
Salisbury in voting against the budget
introduction.

At the beginning of the budget pro-
cess, Mr. Salisbury had indicated he
would vote against the budget if the tax
levy wasn’t at least flat this year. He had
been pushing to reduce the tax rate by
two cents per $100 of assessed valua-
tion.

The council approved a $2,000 salary
hike for Town Engineer Kenneth B.
Marsh, from $92,000 $94,000, and Pub-
lic Defender Michael Diamond, from
$9,000 to $11,000. The council also
adopted a $299,500 budget for the West-
field Downtown Corporation.

In other business, the council received
a safety report from John J. Zengel, Loss
Control Consultant for the Surburban
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, on the
condition of improvements made to Sy-
camore Field.

Among the list of seven recommenda-
tions are the removal of a concrete wall
on the soccer field side, which is located
just six feet from the end of the small
slide, in order to minimize a potential fall
and collision hazards.

Also, the report says the swings should
be re-configured to provide a minimum
of 24 inches between the swings and 30
inches between the swings and support-
ing structure.

The report recommends placement of
a gate or fence, during soccer season, on
the Sycamore Street side of the play-
ground “to minimize the potential of a
small child wandering off the playground
unnoticed” into the street to chase soccer
balls.

Kim Sokol, a parent who utilizes the
playground with her children, told the
council of her concerns regarding the
concrete playing surface installed under
the playground equipment. She provided
documentation to support the theory that
concrete is unsafe below a children’s
play area.

Cushioning materials have been pro-
vided underneath and around the con-
crete playing surface, the report indi-
cated.

The report is expected to be consid-
ered by the council at its conference
meeting this Tuesday, May 16, with offi-
cial action anticipated within two weeks.

Council Adopts $24.39 Mil.
Budget With 3 Cent Tax Hike

BREAKING NEWS:

rums across the Country and works with
numerous Police Departments and
schools, to combat hate and bias crimes.
Mr. Jones assists communities in the
aftermath of violent bias crimes.

Mr. Jones shared with the audience
how his background as a Mexican Ameri-
can growing up in Texas taught him
invaluable lessons about cultural and
racial discrimination and identity.

“Coming to this forum today is not the
goal. What you do when you leave here
is the goal,” Mr. Jones stated.

He emphasized the importance of re-
cruiting passionate community mem-
bers to further the organization’s work.

“These hate groups are very organized
and extremely active in marketing their
ideologies,” Mr. Jones said. “They con-
stantly reinforce their own philosophies
and values; they even have their own
symbols and role models.”

Mr. Jones explained that it was impor-
tant for communities to get organized in
their stance against hate and to know
their core values. He explained that clari-
fying beliefs, behaviors and a written
blueprint, were essential to a successful
fight against these highly motivated and
organized hate groups.

“You need to clearly define your goals
and values so that you know when you’ve
been successful,” Mr. Jones advised.

After the talk, Mr. Jones told The
Westfield Leader that there are some
towns, such as Portland, Oregon, in which
wide-spread community workshops
stressed in the schools have been ex-
tremely successful in combating bias
and hate crimes. Mr. Jones also empha-
sized that communication between dif-
ferent racial and minority groups in the
community was essential to bringing
about harmony and tolerance.

Also in attendance at the forum were
Police Chiefs from 17 out of 21 Union
County municipalities as well as many
New Jersey Assemblymen, educators
and other prominent community lead-
ers.

The conclusion of the program fea-
tured the talented Monsignor Donovan
High School Jazz Choir from Toms River
performing a song written by Marty Haus
entitled “Who Will Speak If You Don’t,”
about the necessity of speaking up for
minorities and the disabled.

Ms. Warmbrand’s mother, Beverly
Warmbrand, used sign language to inter-
pret the forum for the benefit of sign
readers in the audience.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Anti-Hate
Forum

Philoptochos Society
Announces Fundraiser

WESTFIELD — The Ladies
Philoptochos Society of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Westfield will hold its Annual
Spring Fundraiser – Classy Col-
lectibles, Rummage Sale on Fri-
day, May 12, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the Parish Center, located
at 250 Gallows Hill Road.

The event will benefit various
philanthropic organizations which
are supported by the Ladies
Philoptochos Society.

For questions or directions,
please call the church office at
(908) 233-8533.

E
EEEEElaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporiumlaine’s Emporium

Call for Special Appointment � 908~322~0494
Host a party! Ask for details

~ Unusual Gifts at Affordable Prices
~Collector Dolls, Jewelry

   Clowns, Puppets

Marionettes, Candles

and Holders also Catalog Orders

Wedding Favors & much, much  more.

39 S. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4008
Irma’s

Irma’s

only at...

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL
Fresh-Dipped Chocolate

Covered Strawberries

Order Now for
Saturday, May 13th & Sunday May 14th

OPENSaturdayMay 13 • 9-9Mother’s DayMay 14 • 9-5

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
TRAGIC ENDING...Westfield Police and emergency personnel carried an
injured individual from the Central Avenue residence Wednesday afternoon
just as The Westfield Leader went to press.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TENSE MOMENTS…Law enforcement and Westfield Rescue Squad per-
sonnel respond to the scene of an incident, reportedly domestic in nature, at
a one-bedroom apartment at 756 Central Avenue in Westfield yesterday.
The incident ended with one person dead and another injured. Authorities
declined to identify the individuals involved pending notification of rela-
tives.

One Killed, Another Injured
 In Shootings on Central Ave.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — What may
have been a boyfriend-girlfriend
dispute apparently turned tragic
yesterday afternoon, with the boy-
friend committing suicide and the
girlfriend sustaining two gunshot
wounds.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony
J. Scutti said police received a
911 call of a domestic violence
and fight occurring in the 700
block of Central Avenue at 3:02
p.m.

Upon arrival, Sergeant John J.
Geoghegan and Officers Frank S.
Schmitz and Scott Rodger ob-
served a front door open, at which
point the officers stepped inside
and asked if there was anyone
home.

At that point, they heard a sec-
ond floor door slam. The officers
proceeded up the stairs and
knocked on the door, identifying
themselves as police. Police then
heard three gunshots and quickly
fled the building and quickly se-
cured the scene and notified the
Union County Emergency Re-

sponse team.
The unit consists of police offic-

ers from around the county, a hos-
tage negotiating team, a special
weapons unit and medical person-
nel. Unit members were called be-
cause authorities feared they were
dealing with a hostage situation.

Executive Assistant Prosecutor
Robert O’Leary said the incident
happened in a second-floor, one-
bedroom apartment at 756 Cen-
tral Avenue.

After hearing moaning from the
apartment, authorities decided
they needed to make a forced
entry, at which time they discov-
ered a man and a woman, both of
whom had sustained gunshot
wounds.

The man, described as 25 years
old, was confirmed dead of a self-

inflicted gunshot wound to the
head, Chief Scutti confirmed. The
woman, said to be 24, was seri-
ously injured after sustaining
gunshot wounds to the head and
leg.

She was transported to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark by mem-
bers of the Westfield Rescue
Squad at around 4:25 p.m.

According to Chief Scutti, there
was a series of domestic inci-
dents at the address.

The Chief said at press time
that authorities were looking
into why the woman, who had
previously been a resident of
the address, had moved. The
man was still listed as a resi-
dent. He said both had been
living at the address about a
year ago. Police were still in-
vestigating the incident as of
yesterday at 6 p.m.

An area resident said he heard
two shots at around 3:30 p.m.
Police, who would not discuss
any details of the case at press
time, would not release the name
of the deceased until the next of
kin had been notified.

The special weapons team ar-
rived by van at around 4:15 p.m.
and stormed the building. About
10 minutes later, the rescue squad
and paramedics rushed to the
front of the residence.

Traffic was blocked off be-
tween Grove Street and Cacciola
Place. Numerous police cars were
on the scene, along with Over-
look Hospital and Trinitas Hos-
pital paramedics.

Mr. O’Leary would not specu-
late whether the man had com-
mitted suicide. Authorities were
still putting together the events
leading up to the shootings at
press time.

At press deadline, authorities
had received information from
the South Orange police regard-
ing the case.


