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Concepts &Thought
Wilson School Library
Plans OK’d by State
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In December 1998, Westfield tax-
payers authorized a bond referendum
that promised Wilson Elementary
School a new library, but it was just
two weeks ago that the architectural
plans for the project were finally ap-
proved by the State Department of
Education in Trenton.

When Dr. Andrew Perry took over
as principal of Wilson School nine
years ago, the school had 325 stu-
dents.

The library was located in what was
the original kindergarten room when
the school was built in 1936. Since
that time, the library facilities have
expanded into the library office.

“It became quickly apparent that we
were growing too fast for the library to
accommodate the students,” said Dr.
Perry.

Wilson School presently enrolls 500
students.

As a result, one of the smallest li-
braries must fulfill the needs of one of
the largest elementary populations in
the district until a more appropriately-
sized library can be constructed, Dr.
Perry said.

According to Board Secretary and
Business Administrator Robert A.
Berman, the new facility will encom-
pass 1,900 square feet and is expected
to cost $410,000 to build.

It will be located in a courtyard
adjacent to the current library.

With state approval in hand, Mr.
Berman met April 27 with the contrac-
tor for the project, G. Pacillo Mechani-
cal of Hillside, a firm which has
handled other construction for the dis-
trict.

The next step is for the contractor to
obtain the necessary permits from the
town.

The business administrator expects
construction to take approximately four
months. “It’s outside construction ba-
sically,” explained Mr. Berman, “so
we can go to work now while school is
session.”

While he cannot guarantee the
project’s completion for the start of
school, Mr. Berman is confident the
library will be up and running by the
fall.

When asked why state approval took
so long, Mr. Berman commented,
“With all the referendums towns have
passed recently, the state’s been bom-
barded with many, many plans. Their
resources are not what they were.
There were comments (on the plans)
back and forth between the state and
architect. It takes time.”

Dr. Perry noted there were many
projects approved for Westfield
schools with the bond referendum’s
passage, and it was never the district’s
intention to do them all at once.
“Clearly, construction of classrooms
was the first priority,” he said.

The new construction will allow
Dr. Perry to convert the original li-
brary into classroom space and the
library office into a “new and up-
graded” nurse’s office.

“The current office is pretty small
and cramped,” explained the princi-
pal. “The new office would be more
centrally located, better for screen-
ings.”

Tanya F. Kay Named
To List of Scholars,
Dean’s List for Fall

Area Youth Help Homeless in Agape Project
By Serving Meals to Needy in Elizabeth

COOKING FOR THE HOMELESS...Brett Snowden checks on food being
cooked as part of a program to help feed homeless people in the Elizabeth area.
The project is being undertaken by young people under the guidance of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

PIG OUT ON BOOKS…Susan Snauffer recently concluded her month-long
“Pig Out on Books” curriculum with her first grade class at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield. The event has been a staple in her curriculum for nine years.
During the event, the children learned many facts about pigs, including reading
at least one book a day and writing about it. Ms. Snauffer has worn her pig
slippers to class, kept a stuffed pig on her shoulder and brought a real pig to the
classroom from Tucker Hartshorne of Washington. Pictured, above, are:
Jordan Siegel and Rebecca Dunn with their new furry friend.

Mountainside BOE
Sets Next Meetings
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside School District has an-
nounced its annual schedule of meetings
which will be held at 8 p.m. in the
Deerfield School Media Center, 302
Central Avenue and School Drive,
Mountainside.

All meetings will be regularly sched-
uled meetings by the board, at which time
action may be taken and the board may go
into private session when necessary.

These meetings will be held on Tues-
days: May 30, June 13, 27, July 11,
September 12, 26, October 10, 24, No-
vember 14, 28, December 12, January 9,
23, February 13, 27, March 13, 27, April
10 and 24.

Intermediate school and high school
students from the area have discovered
the rewards of helping others since
undertaking a long-term commitment
to prepare and serve one meal a week to
homeless people in the Elizabeth area.

These students, assisted by only a
few adults, are taking part in the Agape
Project under the guidance of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Ashley Schweikert, a 16-year-old
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
school, said, “To see the less fortunate
people walk in and see their first meal
after a day of hunger is priceless.” Her
lasting impression, she said, was
“knowing we helped someone in need.”

Feeding someone who had not eaten
in a day “gives you a whole new per-
spective on how lucky we are,” said
Jenise Morgan, a ninth grader at
Westfield High School.

“I will never forget the man who had
not eaten in a day and didn’t think he

meals.
“We talked a lot about what it means

to serve like this, building community
with people who are our neighbors,”
said the Reverend McCormick.

Even though posters had been dis-
played in Elizabeth announcing the
project’s May 3 start, only 13 guests
showed up for the first meal.

“One of the men who came said that
he would tell many people of our fine
mission work,” said Joseph Petrsoric,
a junior at Westfield High School.

Chad Tortorello, a 10th grader at
Westfield High, said, “Just knowing
that there are people in this world who
are without the luxury that I always
take for granted, pushes me to volun-
teer to feed those who need a meal so
much more than I do.”

Brett Snowden, a 10th grader in
Westfield, said, “Even if we had served
only one person, the fact that we did
this, from start to finish, we planned
it, we shopped for it, and we cooked
it, I just got a great feeling after-
wards.”

Angela Kim, a Westfield High fresh-
man, said, “Serving this first meal was
awesome. I can’t wait for next Wednes-
day to come.”

“The reason why I chose to com-
mit myself to Agape was because I
felt God wanted me to be there,” said
Kristen Jacobsen, a senior at
Westfield High.

“The Agape Project is youth-led,”
said the Reverend McCormick. “The
young people handle all the training
and take all the leadership roles,” she
said. At the dinners themselves, there
are three youth leaders in each of
three areas: kitchen, dining room and
serving locations.

was going to eat tomorrow,” said Kim
Testa, a 10th grade student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Her 16-year-old twin sister, Kate
Testa, said, “Even if it’s just a few
people who get fed, it still means that a
week ago those few people didn’t eat
anything all day. By giving someone
else a meal proves that miracles hap-
pen.”

A third sister, Liz Testa, a high school
senior, also is involved in the project.

“I left with a strong feeling that this
could really go a long way and change
the outlook on so many people’s lives,”
said Alex Grecco, a 10th grade student
from Scotch Plains.

The Reverend Christina L.
McCormick, associate pastor for youth
at the church, said the project demon-
strates “what young people can ac-
complish when they commit to some-
thing.”

She said she believes the visitors
“will be nourishing us,” adding, “These
people will provide us with more than
we will be providing them.”

What started as a service project
last October at the beginning of the
confirmation process for young people
at the church soon developed into a
firm commitment to serve one meal a
week.

Hot meals will be served each
Wednesday from 5 to 6 p.m. in the
Parish House of the First Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth.

More than 30 young people, most
but not all members of the Westfield
church, spent many hours preparing
themselves. They watched movies
about how to cook food, spoke with
others who had undertaken such
projects and even served practice

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tanya F.
Kay, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeff Kay of Scotch Plains
was named to the 2000 List of
Scholars and Dean’s List for the
1999-2000 for the fall semester
at Daytona Beach Community
College in Daytona Beach, Fla.
where she graduated in Decem-
ber 1999.

Presently, Tanya is a junior at
the University of Central
Florida.
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