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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE FRIENDS OF THE
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY

thank the many individuals, merchants and corporations
who supported the Westfield Symphony Orchestra

through their contributions to
The 16th Annual Tour of Notable Homes, May 6, 2000

Backroom Antiques
Baja Grill
Baron’s Drug Store
Bartell’s
Beautiful Things
Bed, Bath & Beyond
Betty Gallagher Antiques
BKC of Westfield
Bliwise
Bloomingdale’s, Short Hills
The Brass Shop
Bunches
Burgdorff ERA Realtors

Patricia Connolly
Lee Corcoran
Susan Dinan
Jean Massard
Carol Tener

Carolyn Klinger-Kueter
Celtic Imports, Ltd.
Chico’s
Christoffers Flowers
Classic Thyme
Coldwell Banker Realtors
Craftsman Karl Kitchens
Debbie’s Grand Gallery
Decorating Den
Doris Amster
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Drew and Rogers, Inc.
Dreyer’s Nursery
El Bodegon
Ellen’s Interiors
Fabric Land
Floral Expressions
Flowers... Naturally
Frog Hollow Gallery
Galeria West
Gennaro’s Restaurant
Golden Bee Antiques
Gold Medal Fitness
Ed Greco
Guillotine
Illes & Wolk Interior Design
Irma’s Hallmark
Jolly Trolley
Java Café
The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield
Jurgens Designed Landscapes
Juxtapose Gallery
Kotobuki Japanese Restaurant
The Lafayette Trio
Lancaster Ltd.
Lia’s
Leone Travel

Mackie Furniture
MaryLou’s Memorabilia
McGuire Cadillac
M. McClelland, Random House
Milo Associates, Inc.
MotoPhoto
Nail Station
The Napp-Grecco Company
Needle Point Homes
Otan’s Decorating
Paine Webber, Westfield
Panera Bread
Paper Mill Playhouse
Papery
The Party Stop
Patterson Interiors
Pecos
Periwinkles
Persnickety
Poppyfields
Prudential New Jersey Realtors
H. M. Reichlin Interiors
Rejuvenations
Renee Trabert
Robert Treat Deli
Salon Montage
Salon Visage
Sanguiliano’s
Scarlet Begonias
Sealfons
Shehadi Rugs
Simpson’s Building Contractor
Sojourn Travel
Solutions
Somerset Hills Hotel
State Theatre
Stuarts Audio-Video
Summit Medical Group
Tavola, Summit
Theresa’s
The Town Bank of Westfield
The Town Book Store
Tom Shannon, Town Administrator
Towne Car Wash
Trader Joe’s
Union County Arts Center
Vicki’s Diner
Vincentsen Associates, LLP
Weichert Realtors
The Westfield Leader
The Westwood
Westfield Chamber of Commerce
Westfield Police Department
Westfield Website Corporation
Williams Sonoma
Zachary Jackson

Your generosity was key to our success!

$50

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

For Each New Activation on any Calling Plan $29.99 & Up.

©2000 AT&T. Credit approval required. AT&T Advantage Plus Plans required a one-year contract and a Digital multi-network phone and a subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. $25 activation fee promotion is available to new activations only o n AT&T Advantage Plus Plans $29.99 monthly
and above for the first 6 months of service. Promotional minutes apply only to airtime used in your home calling area, applicab le long distance charges additional. Domestic calls only. Airtime for each call is measured in full minutes and rounded up to t he next full minute. Included and promotional minutes
cannot be carried over to any other month. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Included minutes are for airtime only. Out-of-bucket minutes range from 43 to 60 cents each. Wireless long distance and roaming charges may apply and are set forth in your calling plan.
Coverage available in most areas. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Full terms and conditions are contained in the AT&T Wireless Services Guide, Rate Sheet or Calling Plan brochures. Promotional offer expires March 31, 2000 and may not be
combined with any other promotional offer. Other restrictions may apply. Rate plan package must be purchased if requesting additional $9.99 per month 100 nights & weekend minutes. See store for details.

Free – Caller ID •  Call Waiting • Voicemail • Call Forwarding • Text Messaging

$99
Pagers

Complete
1 Year
Service

Cash
Back

$59.99

$89.99

$119.99

$149.99

300
600
1000
1400

+ 200 =
+ 200 =
+ 200 =
+ 200 =

500
800

1200
1600

Calling Plan
Per Month

Included Minutes
Per Month

Additional Minutes
Per Month for 1st 6 months

Total Minutes
Per Month for 1st 6 mo.

Receive 200 Additional Anytime Minutes
Each Month For The First Six Months

When You Sign Up For Any
AT&T Digital One Rate Calling Plan

AT&T Digital One Rate

Visit Our Virtual Store for All
Your Communication Needs

www.cellsig.com
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y

 Celebra
tion for

AT&T D
igit

al

One
 Rate NO ROAMING OR LONG DISTANCE CHARGES

Only 72 Hours Until Overture!

  LITIGATION • REAL ESTATE • EMPLOYMENT LAW • COMMERCIAL • PERSONAL INJURY

WILLIAM J. SWEENEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

318 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD • 232-5400

Congressman Franks’ Office Reflects Career;
Mementos Lend Flavor of Garden State
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This article is the first of a two-
part series based upon Mr. Peyton’s
visit to Washington, D.C. this past
week. The series will conclude next
week with information about the Sen-
ate race and Congressman Franks’
staff.

* * * * *
WASHINGTON D.C — From the

moment one walks into the office
there is a New Jersey feel. A poster
promoting the state sits on the wall
over the receptionist’s desk. Another
framed pictorial promotes Westfield,
one of 34 towns that comprise the
Seventh Congressional District.

Other tokens of appreciation from
other towns in the district are also
displayed in the receptionist area.

For the past seven and a half years,
Bob Franks has endured the 2 ½-3
hour Amtrak commute between the
nation’s Capitol and Metropark,
roughly a half hour south of his dis-
trict office in Union. He also has an
office in Woodbridge.

Last Thursday, The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times met with the Con-
gressman in his D.C. office located
on the second floor of the Cannon
Building, one of three buildings hous-
ing the offices of the 435 members of
the House of Representatives – along
with the Rayburn and Longworth
Buildings – situated across the street
from the House side of the Capitol.

The Capitol is less than a 30-minute
walk from the Union Station where
the Amtrak trains are located.

Mr. Franks office is located in the
same hallway as fellow New Jersey
Congressman Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and Frank
A. LoBiondo (R-2nd).

“We call it our New Jersey corri-
dor,” Congressman Franks joked.
Congressional offices are chosen by
drawing lots by class — or the Class
of 1992 in Mr. Franks case. He has
had his current street level office,
which overlooks First Street, for the
past four years.

“So seniority in that respect has it
perks,” he said.

Mr. Franks was previously located
on the fourth floor, far from the el-
evator and, of course, a much longer
walk to the House floor.

These days, Mr. Franks’ already
hectic schedule has become even
more pressed as he pushes ahead in
his bid for the United States Senate
seat being vacated by the retiring
Frank Lautenberg. Republicans have
not held a New Jersey U.S. Senate
seat in 28 years.

In fact, right after this interview,
Mr. Franks had a 3:30 p.m. flight
back to New Jersey to participate in
a Republican candidates forum in
Hamilton Township. His office can
obtain last-minute airline or train
tickets through the Congressional
travel office located in the Longworth
Building.

During a brief initial five-minute
meeting with the Congressman, just
before noon, Mr. Franks explained
how Congressional members make
sure they do not miss important House
votes. Every member has an audible
pager which provides updates on bills
as they come to the floor for votes.
GOP staffers give their members two
warnings – 15 and 10 minutes prior
to the vote. Democrats give their
members an additional alert at five
minutes.

If the Congressman is in confer-
ence in his office, he simply flicks on
the television and keeps up on the
debate or vote via C-SPAN, which
broadcasts all House proceedings live
from the Capitol.

The messages delivered via pagers
originate from the Cloak Rooms op-
erated by political parties.

“It has been historically referred
to as such for 150 years,” Congress-
man Franks explained.

Originally a place where members
of Congress would hang their coats,
the rooms now consist of phone
booths, a receptionist’s desk, a com-
puter operator and a mini cafeteria
where members can pick up a sand-
wich and a soda during those long
discussions on important bills being
considered on the House floor.

Through the Cloak Rooms a Satel-
lite paging system is controlled. The
system works within 10 miles of the
Capitol building.

Upon hearing last Thursday’s sec-
ond vote alert on H.R. 1106, the
Alternative Water Sources Act, Con-
gressman Franks smiled and stated,
“There are guys now all over the
city flying back to that (Capitol)
building because they know they
only have 10 minutes left to be
recorded on it.”

Mr. Franks walked over to the
Capitol to vote in favor of a rule for
H.R. 434, the Trade and Develop-
ment Act of 2000, a bill which he
said will break down trade barriers
for the marketing of U.S. products
into sub-Sahara Africa. Every bill in
the House has a rule attached as
passed by the Rules Committee. The
rule governs everything from the
length of the debate to time to be
allotted for amendments to be con-
sidered against the bill.

“In other words, the terms of the
debate are structured through the
rule,” the Congressman explained.

Members are alerted at the start of
each week of the bills that are to be
eligible to be called for a vote, in-
cluding the day they are likely to
come to the floor. Mr. Franks said
each day there are between four and
25 bills up for votes.

When voting, members use a card,
shaped like a credit card, which in-
cludes their picture and serves as

The Interview
Mr. Franks’ personal office fea-

tures pictures of his father, who re-
cently passed away, under the B-17
bomber he flew in World War II at a
London air field. His father flew 28
missions over Germany and won the
distinguished Flying Cross.

Another more recent picture shows
the elder Franks in September 1999
at the controls of a B-17. The plane,
owned by the Confederate Air Force,
had been flown to South Carolina.
His friends surprised him with the
visit to see the aircraft.

And, of course, pictures of his wife,
Fran, and daughter, Kelly Amanda,
are well placed in his office.

Another item displayed depicts
New Jersey women’s role in leading
the crusade to enact women’s right to
vote in the early 1900s. The con-
gressman has displayed a picture of
former Governor Thomas H. Kean,
former President George Bush and
former Congressman and 1996 Vice
Presidential candidate Jack Kemp.

“Just people I really admire,” he
explained.

When serving as GOP State Chair-
man in the late 1980s, Mr. Franks,
than a State Assemblyman, went to
D.C. where he met with President
Ronald Reagan and his Cabinet.

Another symbol depicts his efforts
behind the passage of ISTEA – the
Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act, the national transpor-
tation funding program “that New
Jersey is so heavily dependent on,”
Mr. Franks quipped. New Jersey is the
most densely populated state in the
nation and, as such, has the most
heavily traveled roads. Funding is
used for both highway maintenance
and expanding mass transit opportu-
nities to relieve traffic congestion.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ON CAPITOL HILL...Congressman Bob Franks stands on the steps of the United States capitol in Washington, D.C. prior
to his vote concerning the African trade bill.

“I was outraged. I think Made in
The USA is a prized designation that
is coveted by manufacturers across
this country and looked up to by
consumers around the world. And it
simply ought to mean what it says,”
he said. So he and Mr. Dingle led the
fight to the successful defeat of the
FTC proposal.

Mr. Franks also chairs the biparti-
san Manufacturing Task Force for
the Northeast-Midwest Congres-
sional Coalition along with Congress-
man Martin T. Meehan (D-Mass.)
Their report, presented to President
Bill Clinton, made 40 recommenda-
tions of how Congress can increase
the competitiveness of America
manufacturing. New Jersey alone has
lost 400,000 jobs over the past 30
years.

A poster in Mr. Franks office shows
Amtrak’s new high speed train cur-
rently available for New York City-

Boston trips. Mr. Franks expects high
speed rail to come to the Garden
State either later this year or in 2001.

“I’ve been a huge supporter of
bringing high speed rail to the north-
east corridor and particularly New
Jersey,” Mr. Franks, the former Chair-
man of the House Railroad Subcom-
mittee of the House Transportation
Committee, noted.

Mr. Franks also serves as an Assis-
tant Whip, a leadership role in which
he has been assigned to six fellow
House members from New Jersey.
The Assistant Whip keeps in contact
with these House members to see
how they intend to vote on important
legislative initiatives.

Looking back on his eight years in
Congress, Mr. Franks said he be-
lieves the biggest change from the
days of his predecessor, Matthew P.
Rinaldo, is that “there is simply too
much partisanship” from Republi-

cans and Democrats alike.
Mr. Franks said he has reached out

for bi-partisan support through his
work with the Manufacturing Task
Force as well as the Missing and
Exploited Children Coalition, which
the Congress said he founded. That
caucus includes two Democratic co-
chairmen. Mr. Franks has been a
leader in the House on protecting
children while using the Internet
through numerous pieces of legisla-
tion aimed at addressing potential
child molesters and other crimes
against children.

Working in a bi-partisan manner
tends to create a consensus of all
House members to act on a particular
problem.

Also, the Congressman noted, it is
practical for Republicans who often
need Democrats to gain passage of a
bill, given the tight five-seat major-
ity the GOP currently holds.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
THE CANNON BUILDING...Congressman Bob Franks’ office is located on the
second floor of the Cannon Building, one of three office facilities for House
members.

both a voting card and as a security
pass to all Capitol buildings. When
voting, a member inserts the card
into what looks like a credit card
machine at the end of each row of
benches on the House floor and
pushes either “yea” or “nea.” Votes
are electronically recorded.

A Congressional office offers a
number of services to constituents.
Among them are VIP tours of Wash-
ington attractions including The
White House and The Capitol. On
the former, Mr. Franks said his of-
fice receives 10 tickets per week
just like all other Congressional of-
fices. The office offers nominations
from the Congressman for candi-
dates to U.S. ilitary academies. Staff-
ers also assist in problems constitu-
ents have with other federal agen-
cies such as Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service and Veterans
claims.

Another picture depicts what Con-
gressman Franks described as his ef-
forts in founding the federal version
of the Raritan Valley Line Coalition.
The poster was from 1998 which was
promoted as “the Year of the Raritan
Line.”

Yet another symbol depicts the bi-
partisan Made in USA Coalition Mr.
Franks founded along with 48-year
House veteran, Congressman John
Dingell (D-Mich.).

Two years ago, the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) issued a set of
regulations that would have redefined
when the Made in USA label could be
used.

Currently, the law requires that al-
most all by-products be made in the
States. Citing a global economy, the
FTC proposed that up to 20 percent of
materials used in any one product
could be foreign and still be able to
use the Made In The USA label.


