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What You May Not Know About
Your Right Not to Know in New Jersey

“Knowledge will forever govern ignorance,” wrote
James Madison in a letter of 1822. Nearly 200 years
later the information age is upon us and President
Madison’s words ring truer than ever. This is an age
where information is power.

Lucky for us we live in the U.S. of A. where you, the
taxpayer, can go down to city hall and get first hand
information on how your money is being spent. And,
of course, you the parent, are able to discover whether
the school your child goes to makes the grade and is
safe. An American you are. Simply march down to
city hall and demand to see the records.

Right?
You can demand, but don’t think for a moment that

you actually have any right to see them if you live in
New Jersey. Those are government records, not
yours. You just have to trust your government to do
what is in your best interest.

Trust us! The books are in balance. Trust us! The
school is safe.

The school may be safe and the books may be in
balance, but it would be nice to be able to check it out
for ourselves, thank you.

Mr. Madison agreed so many years ago when he
wrote, “A popular government without popular in-
formation . . . is but a Prologue to a Farce or a
Tragedy; or perhaps both.”

So how is it that in this day and age we are lacking
the basic Right to Know in New Jersey when so
many of our fellow countrymen enjoy their due?

Currently, held up in the New Jersey State Legis-
lature, is Right To Know legislation. These bills,
Senate S866 and Assembly A1309, would give to
every man, woman and child in New Jersey the
“right to know” what their government is doing. So

obvious and universally accepted are these goals that
the Assembly bill was released unanimously from
the Assembly State Government Committee in late
February while the Senate Judiciary Committee held
hearings.

The Committee saw how obvious it was for the
citizens of our state to have access to the records that
allow them to keep tabs on those governing them.
Unfortunately, Attorney General John J. Farmer, Jr.,
in a last minute call to Assembly Speaker Jack
Collins, representing the 3rd District, managed to get
the bill pulled from the floor of the Assembly and
testified, through a state attorney, Paul Zoubek, against
it in the Senate. The bills are now in limbo.

Currently, as various agencies of the government
each work to have their own pet-paperwork excluded
from the bill in order to restrict citizens’ access to
their records, our representatives sit idly by.

Because this bill doesn’t have the public “Oooo”
power of a new gun control program or the “Ahhhh”
power of yet another Internet tax scheme, what was
once a great chance for the citizens of New Jersey to
get back control of their government withers away.

Information is power. We believe that it is time for
our government representatives to trust us, the citi-
zens of New Jersey. Open up New Jersey’s public
records to the public.

To our elected state officials, Assemblyman Rich-
ard H. Bagger and Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco,
we suggest you listen to what President Madison had
to say when he wrote, “If angels were to govern men,
neither external nor internal controls on government
would be necessary,” and support S866 and A1309.

To the appointed public servant Mr. Farmer, please
stand aside. The public demands the Right to Know.

A LITTLE BIRD
TOLD ME

Gossip is for the birds! (Some
people even think that etymology is
for the birds.) In fact, birds have been
frequently named as the source of
numerous “tales told out of school.”
Take wing with us in search of the
origins of this ancient colloquialism.

Solomon, the wise king of Israel,
is quoted in the book of Ecclesiastes
(20th verse of Chapter 10) as fol-
lows: “A little bird in the air shall
carry the voice, and that which hath
wings shall tell the matter.” Similar
gossipy bird idioms appear in the
Koran, as well as in the writings of
Shakespeare.

Augurs of ancient Rome made a
science of “listening” to the birds. It
is said that they could foretell future
events by observing their flights as
well as their entrails. The informa-
tion provided by our fine feathered
friends was highly regarded by the
emperors and wealthy men who
employed such soothsayers.

It occurred to us that the prover-
bial little bird that is forever telling
secrets is, after all, probably just a
“stool pigeon.”

Washington Rock
Girl Scout Council

Thanks Public
Washington Rock Girl Scout Council

wishes to publicly acknowledge the con-
tribution that the Westfield Girl Scout
parents have made to the Council. Their
Gifts For Girls has been outstanding this
year.

These monetary gifts are what make
the programs possible that are enjoyed
by the girls and their troops. These gifts
are what provide on-going leadership
training for the adults and older girls.
These gifts also help to make our Camp
Hoover the quality camp that the girls
and troops enjoy so much. To these
caring parents we say thank you.

Washington Rock Girl Scout Council
at 201 Grove Street East, would be glad
to include those interested in being
Friends of Washington Rock on our
mailing list. Please call the council ser-
vice center at (908) 232-3236.

Cena Pollitt
Chairwoman

The Gifts For Girls Campaign
Fanwood

Variety of Efforts Lead to Reduction
In State Crime, Prosecutor Writes

It was recently announced that, for
the seventh year in a row, crime has
dropped in the state of New Jersey. I am
pleased to report that Union County
was one of two counties which led the
state in a decrease in crime for the
period reported.

A number of reasons have been given
why these decreases have taken place
both within and without the law en-
forcement community. Although I do
not take issue with the factors that have
been proffered, in my opinion, the prin-
cipal factor in the reduction of crime is
better policing.

Today, law enforcement officers are
better trained, more focused on the
causes of crime, more interactive with
the community they serve and more
willing to engage in innovative crime
prevention programs that work.

A continuing pattern of reduction in
crime can and should produce a pride
in all that has been accomplished as
long as there is an accompanying rec-
ognition that much work needs to be
done. Each day, those who violate the
law provide those who would enforce
it with new challenges.

Advancements in technology have
created a fertile field for those who
utilize those advancements for a crimi-
nal purpose. There is no better example
of this than the Internet. For those en-
gaged in law enforcement, it is a con-
tinuous challenge to protect against the

exploitation that is brought about with
the increasing use of the Internet.

In order for our citizens to make
intelligent choices about the Internet
and other technological advancements,
law enforcement must actively partici-
pate in educating them about the risks
associated with their use and the dan-
ger posed by irresponsible use — espe-
cially to those most vulnerable to crime
— our young and our elderly.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice established a Computer/Hi-Tech
section of the Special Prosecutions Unit
in February 1999 in order to conduct
investigations involving the use of com-
puters during the commission of a
crime.

The crimes, which involve theft, com-
puter hacking, distribution of child por-
nography, drug distribution, identity
theft and other illegal activities, have
been monitored closely. The formation
of this unit was in response to the
awareness of the technological threat
that computers can bring to a lawful
society.

It is also to combat the perception
among cyber criminals that law en-
forcement does now have the ability,
either through knowledge or proper
training, to investigate computer
crimes. The Computer/Hi-Tech sec-
tion has established a liaison with sev-
eral local, state and federal agencies
and organizations to assist in conduct-
ing thorough computer crime investi-
gations.

The anticipation is that this unit will
continue to grow over the coming
months and years in order to detect,
arrest and convict those who engage in
computer crime.

In his superb book, “The Greatest
Generation,” Tom Brokaw tells the sto-
ries of men and women who came of
age during the Great Depression and
the Second World War and went on to
build the America that we know today.
For many of us, this generation repre-
sented our parents, a generation which
was united not only by a war, but also
by values such as duty, honor, courage,
service, love of family and country
and, above all, responsibility for one-
self and others.

When speaking about what these
individuals accomplished, Mr. Brokaw
stated, “They answered the call to save
the world . . .they faced great odds . . .
but they did not protest. . . they suc-
ceeded on every front . . .”

In the generations to come, there
will be many who will look gratefully
upon this generation of dedicated law
enforcement professionals who,
through perseverance and a belief in
their duty, made the lives better of
those about them.

Thomas V. Manahan
Union County Prosecutor

Letters to the Editor

Woman Hit by Truck at Tamaques
Urges Changes in Parking at Park

I was hit by a truck while walking in
Tamaques Park and would like the pub-
lic to be aware of the dangers there.

I was walking around the oval with
the flow of traffic at Tamaques Park on
Wednesday afternoon, April 19, with
my audiocassette headphones playing.
Suddenly and without warning I was
hit from behind by a Chevy Blazer,
driven by a woman who expressed no
remorse or empathy for what she had
just done. Her unusual reaction was
explained a week later when I obtained
a copy of the police report to find that
she had been drinking, registering .07
percent alcohol with a police adminis-
tered test.

I was thrown a good distance, rolled a
few times, and landed hard on my left
side, face down in the mulch, my arm
and wrist severely bruised, as well as
other parts of my body. The doctors at
the hospital said that I was extremely
lucky that I did not see the truck coming
because tensing up would have caused
bones to break.

I am still shaken by how quickly and
unexpectedly this accident happened.
Had a child, such as my five-year-old,
been hit that day the result would surely
have been fatal, since the impact would
have been to the back of the head.

It is dangerous to have pedestrians,
children riding bikes, mothers with stroll-
ers, joggers and rollerbladers mixed in
with moving cars and trucks on the same
small roadway. All the conditions are
there for a very tragic accident to hap-
pen.

I strongly urge the community to con-
tact the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment and the Town Council and request
that changes be made quickly to separate
traffic at that park.

I would also like to thank the wonder-
ful women at the park who helped me
following the accident. They stayed with
me until the ambulance and police ar-
rived, went to my car to get my identifi-
cation and offered to make phone calls.
They made sure that all of the details
were given to the police and even of-
fered to come with me to the hospital.
Their kindness and caring is very appre-
ciated, and these people are what make
our community so special.

Anna Martinelli
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Reader Asks
If Parking Deck
Is Really Needed
Why is a parking deck, or decks,

needed in Westfield? During the week
of April 3-7, a daily mid-morning count
showed the following available parking
spaces in selected “parking permit” lots
in Westfield, using the numbers as-
signed by Rich Associates, Inc. for those
lots.

Lot 3A-South Ave. train station, 35-
84 spaces open; Lot 9-North Ave. and
Central, 14-17 spaces open; Lot 16-
Watterson Place, 54 spaces open (one
time check, April 24).

Furthermore, on Thursday evening and
all day Saturday and Sunday, the lots on
South Ave. (3A), Watterson Place (16)
and North and Central (9) are all practi-
cally deserted.

Parking spaces are available. The en-
ergy to walk seems to be lacking.

Joseph Mulholland
Westfield

More Needs to be Done to Honor
Fallen War Soldiers, Reader Says

Reader Wants
Fox News Channel
Available Locally
If any of your readers feel as frus-

trated as my wife and I do about our
inability to receive the Fox News Chan-
nel from our cable television provider,
Comcast of New Jersey, they might
like to make their wishes known by
writing Buck Dopp, Area Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager, Comcast
of New Jersey, 800 Rahway Avenue,
Union, 07083.

This is an important election year,
and limiting subscribers to the news
monopoly of CBS, NBC, ABC, PBS,
CNN and MSNBC, all of which tend to
be politically correct mirror images of
one another, seems to us to be stacking
the deck in a very unfair manner.

Robert B. Ardis
Mountainside

SPF Board Member Thomas Russo
Supports Colleague in Comments

I read with interest your article on
Gold Star Streets. How patriotic it was to
name streets and build a monument to
our fallen soldiers of World War I. My
Father, David Berse, was a Chief Petty
Officer, U.S. Navy veteran who attended
the monument unveiling in 1923. I was
born on Tice Place (a Gold Star Street) in
1927.

What a difference a generation makes.
In 1946 there was no rush to memorial-
ize the 84 dead of World War II. The old
town hall on Prospect Street did have
pictures (in uniform) of most of these
men in its hallway. Somehow, these
photographs have been lost since the
move to the new town hall.

It took over 45 years for a committee
to be formed to honor the 84 killed and
those that served. A plaque was dedi-
cated on November 11, 1993 and at-
tached outside the Community Room of
the Town Hall on East Broad Street.
Serving on the committee were Betty Py
Davidson, Owen McWilliams, Allen
Malcolm and myself. It would have been
nice if “This is Westfield” had made this
plaque the 11th historical spot to visit.
I’m sure it’s worthier than some that
were mentioned.

The job is not finished. Nothing has
been done about the Korean War. I
know that Charles Lippencott and
Griswald Hill were killed in Korea.
There are probably more. The Westfield
Memorial Pool honors our Vietnam
veterans.

Although it is commendable that
Westfield’s recreation field was named
for a Westfield High school coach, we
must do a better job of honoring our
World War II and Korea servicemen
who gave their lives for our country.
Somewhere along the line, our priorities
were mixed up.

Gurson W. Berse
Westfield

Donors to Tamaques
Road Races Thanked
by Rec. Commission

The Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion would like to take this opportunity
to thank all those who sponsored, volun-
teered and participated in our 10th an-
nual road races held on April 29.

Despite the rainy weather forecast,
this year’s event saw over 250 runners
come out to enjoy a beautiful day run-
ning in our 1-Mile Fun Run and 5-Miler.

Thanks to our sponsors and volun-
teers the event raised over $2,000 for the
Commission’s drug and alcohol free pro-
grams. The major portion of these pro-
ceeds will be put directly towards Project
Graduation — Bash 2000 for high school
seniors that the Commission tri-spon-
sors with the Optimist Club of Westfield
and the High School PTO.

We hope this annual event continues
to grow and receive the continued sup-
port of the community. The Commis-
sion acknowledges the area businesses
and organizations whose kind support
enabled us to run a safe and successful
event.

Thank you for all your assistance and
a special thanks to all those who partici-
pated in the event. See you next year!

James H. Gildea
Assistant Director of Recreation

Town of Westfield

While I frequently disagree with my
fellow Board of Education member, Ri-
chard Meade, on issues facing the school

district, I do not disagree with his com-
ments regarding the misinformation
spouted by community member, Jerry
Meola, at a recent board meeting.

The board welcomes and values the
input and opinions of members of the
community. Mr. Meola is entitled to his
opinion and Mr. Meade’s remarks were
not critical of that opinion They were
critical of the blatantly false and mis-
leading statements which Mr. Meola
attempted to pass off as facts.

As an example, Mr. Meola suggested
that our district has one of the highest per
pupil expenditures in the state In fact,
School Report Cards issued by the State
of New Jersey indicate that in 1999 our
per pupil expenditure was just $20 above
the state average and ranked fifth or
sixth in Union County.

The board will always welcome pub-
lic opinion and rational debate. How-
ever, members cannot be expected to
remain silent when confronted with fla-
grant disregard for the truth.

It should also be noted that Mr. Meade
chose to make his critical comments at a
public meeting when Mr. Meola was
present. Mr. Meola had an opportunity
to respond and said nothing.

Thomas Russo
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education Member

Meeting Set for May 18
On How to Improve

Brightwood Park
WESTFIELD — A special sub-

committee of the Westfield Recre-
ation Commission will meet at
Brightwood Park on Thursday, May
18, at 7 p.m. to hear residents’ rec-
ommendations concerning improve-
ments to the park.

The meeting will start at 7 p.m. at
the parking lot off of Prospect Street.

Those attending will walk the park
grounds and will be asked for their
ideas about how to beautify and up-
grade Brightwood. The improve-
ments will be funded from an un-
used 1998 Pocket Park grant of
$15,000 from Union County.

Although suggested improve-
ments include the purchase of aera-
tors for the ponds, re-paving of walk-
ways and the purchase of picnic
tables, final recommendations have
not been forwarded to the Westfield
Town Council.

Thanks Extended to All Who Helped
With Symphony Tour of Homes

Westfield was truly shining on Satur-
day for the annual Tour of Notable
Homes, and the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony would like to thank all the
individuals who gave the day such pol-
ish, including our five homeowners —
the Adams, the Baums, the Trimbles,
James Ward and the Bossi/Rodrigues
family.

Hundreds of tour guests, many from
out of town, were not only treated to five
impressive homes, but also to the gener-
osity of area merchants and businesses

and a spirit of good will that extended
from the Town Administrator to the
Westfield Police Department.

It takes a town the caliber of Westfield
to support a world class orchestra, and
on Saturday, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra was proud to call this town its
home.

Thank you.

Andrea McDermott
President

The Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra

Letter Writer Responds to Questions
Regarding Stance On Parking Deck

Thanks to the terrific readership of
The Westfield Leader, my letter prompted
two questions: Do I commute and, if so,
how do I get to the station. I’ve com-
muted to New York for most of my
Westfield years and I’ve always walked
to the station. From both sides of town.
One awakes a little earlier, but the exer-
cise is great.

Perhaps that’s why it seems reason-
able to me to have additional parking
located close to (not in) the station. Have
we become so lazy that parking that is
located within a 5-10 minute walk from
the station is considered useless for com-
muters? What’s next? Car-trains to Man-
hattan?

Again, building decks on the north
side parking lots helps commuters and
shoppers during the weekday; shoppers
and restaurant/moviegoers on weekends
and in the evenings. Yet another ex-
ample is the new steakhouse in the old
bank at North Avenue and Elm. Spaces
could easily be leased for valet parking
at a north side deck close by.

Westfield is very fortunate. The revi-
talization of an historic bank building

and the preservation and expansion of
our train station are merely two ex-
amples. If we absolutely must increase
parking, let’s not shoot ourselves in the
foot by paving over playing fields or
creating commuter-only parking decks
that will change the ambiance of our
town.

Robin Fry
Westfield

Letters to the Editor


