
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, May 11, 2000 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Central & South Ave • Westfield
(908) 232-0222

Westfield Tiger Mart

Petting Zoo
Coming to
Westfield

NO COUPONS NECESSARY!

FRIDAY
• DJ 1pm - 6pm

• Clowns 1pm - 3pm

• Character
  Performer 2pm - 4pm

Moon Walk All Day

SATURDAY
• DJ 9am - 2pm

• Stilt Walking 1pm - 3pm

• Clown 10am - 12pm

• Character
  Performer 11am - 2pm

• Fun Foods 11am - 2pm

Moon Walk & NASCAR All Day

SUNDAY
• DJ 10am - 3pm

• Clown 10am - 12pm

• Character
   Performer 11am - 1pm

• Fun Foods 11am - 1pm

Moon Walk All Day

12 Pack ofCoke for$2 .99

Hot Dogs25¢

1% or2%
Gallon of Milk

$1.69

Extra Large

Eggs (dz.)

99¢

12 Pack ofPepsi 3 for$7 .99

Coke or

Pepsi Can

25¢

12 Pack of

Coke for

$2.99

Dunkin’Donuts25 ¢

Exxon
NASCAR

Enter To Win A Free Beetle For 2 Years!!
Sponsored by

Westfield Tiger Mart & Dunkin’ Donuts!

We Proudly Invite You To Our
Grand Opening Festival

May 19th � 21st

FREE OFFER*

30-Day Money Back Guarantee
Call Now!

908-654-4100
*For new subscribers only. Mention “Code DW.”

Offer is subject to change and/or withdrawal without notice. Some restrictions apply.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 7 E-Mail Addresses
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL
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Your Environmental Headquarters

� 6.0hp Toro GTS® engine guaranteed to start on
the first or second pull or Toro fixes it FREE!

� Single-speed, self-propelled system

� Includes rear bag with Bag On Demand �
allows mulching or bagging at the flip of  a lever

� Patented Recycler cutting system mulches for
a healthy and beautiful lawn. Side discharge
also included

� Lightweight steel deck

� Two-year full warranty

www.etpetersen.com

Mod. 20021

$ 399 TORO® RECYCLER SELF-PROPEL MOWER

Kean Drops Lawsuit to Challenge
Ballot Lines in Middlesex County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tom Kean,
Jr. has dropped a lawsuit he had
previously filed in an effort to have
his name placed on the Republican
Primary ballot line with Texas Gov-
ernor and Presidential contender
George W. Bush and United States
Senate candidate Assemblyman Wil-
liam Gormley of Atlantic County.
Senator Gormley had reportedly
agreed to that affiliation.

Mr. Kean, who has his campaign
headquarters in Scotch Plains, filed
the lawsuit with state Superior Court
in Middlesex County on May 3. A
hearing on the suit had been sched-
uled before a Superior Court judge
at 11:30 a.m. last Friday, but he
dropped the lawsuit Friday before
the matter was heard.

Mr. Kean, through his attorneys,
disputed Middlesex County Clerk
Elaine Flynn’s decision to place un-
affiliated candidate Patrick Morrisey
of Westfield on the line with Mr.
Gormley. Mr. Kean was placed on
the line with Senate candidate
Murray Sabrin.

Candidates who have not aligned
themselves with other office seek-
ers, such as county clerk or free-
holder, or who have not been en-
dorsed to run on a county organiza-
tional line, are classified as unaffili-
ated. Ballot placements are deter-
mined through the offices of the
county clerks. Unaffiliated candi-
dates are chosen by drawing for
ballot lines. Candidates must file by
the due date for nominating peti-
tions, April 13, with the county
clerks.

Mr. Kean had sought to be flip
flopped on the ballot by having Mr.
Morrisey’s name placed on the line
with Mr. Sabrin, an unaffiliated can-
didate.

However, The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood has learned that Mr. Kean
filed his request to affiliate with Mr.
Gormley in Middlesex well after the
April 13 deadline.

The lawsuit had cited a 1975 New
Jersey Superior Court case, stating
the case “clearly indicated the re-
quirement that the County Clerk
honor a request for affiliation with a
slogan or designation” on election
ballots. Slogans are under the name
of the candidates such as “Regular

Republican Organization of Union
County.”

“The (Middlesex County) clerk’s
election not to accommodate (Mr.)
Kean would be a clear abuse of the
clerk’s discretion,” the suit charged.

The suit indicated that not allow-
ing Senator Gormley and Mr. Kean
to be affiliated with each other on
election ballots would result in the
candidates being disenfranchised
because voters might have difficulty
finding them on the ballot.

In response to the lawsuit, Mr.
Morrisey said in a statement that,
through his actions, Mr. Kean “ob-
viously has endorsed Bill Gormley
and his candidacy.”

“It’s sad to see that Tom would
turn his back on his former boss,
Bob Franks, and endorse someone
else simply to gain an inch of politi-
cal footing,” he added.

Kerri Koch, Campaign Manager
for Mr. Kean, responded, “That’s
absolutely ridiculous.” She said Mr.
Kean has already endorsed Con-
gressman Franks in his Senate bid
and had informed Mr. Franks of the
lawsuit.

Ms. Koch explained that the only
reason the Kean Campaign had filed
the suit was to be placed on the same
ballot line with Governor Bush in
both Union and Middlesex Coun-
ties.

After seeing that ballot selection
in other counties, including Union
County, had gone in the clerks’ fa-
vor, however, Kean Campaign offi-
cials opted May 3 not to pursue the
matter in the courts. Ms. Koch said
the campaign did not want to spend
any more money or resources on the
issue.

Had the suit gone forward, Mr.
Morrisey said he intended “to fight
this underhanded move and prevail
(in the lawsuit).” After the decision
to drop the suit, Mr. Morrisey said it
was “really sad” to see how quickly
Mr. Kean backed away after being
challenged by Mr. Morrisey.

Morrisey Campaign staffers said
they believe Mr. Kean simply was
unhappy with the drawing results
for unaffiliated candidates in
Middlesex County. Mr. Morrisey
won the drawing to run on the line
with Governor Bush in Middlesex
County.

Mr. Kean had hoped to be on an
affiliated line with Mr. Bush and Mr.

Gormley following the decision of
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
to place the three candidates on the
same line in that county.

That move angered Congressman
Franks, who filed suit to challenge
the decision. Mr. Franks felt, given
the fact he, not his opponent, had
been endorsed in the primary by the
Union County Republican Organi-
zation, Mr. Gormley should not be
given this luxury.

Union County Superior Court As-
signment Judge Edward W. Beglin,
Jr. upheld Ms. Rajoppi’s decision.

She had contended that, due to
the sheer volume of Republican can-
didates — three affiliated lines in
addition to unaffiliated candidates
— she could not honor Mr. Bush’s
campaign request to have the Presi-
dential candidate placed on a sepa-
rate ballot line.

Connelly and National Organization for Women
Knock Mr. Lapolla’s  ‘Millionaire’ Radio Spot
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A radio spot unveiled Tuesday morn-
ing by Democratic Seventh District hope-
ful Michael J. Lapolla of Westfield has
raised the ire of one of his opponents,
Maryanne S. Connelly of Fanwood, and
the New Jersey Chapter of the National
Organization for Women (NOW).

The 60-second radio spot, inspired by
the ABC television hit “Who Wants to be
a Millionaire?,” will air the next four
weeks on 101.5 FM. It includes a Regis
Philbin sound-alike and a female voice
portraying Mrs. Connelly as a contestant.

The pretend game show, entitled
“Who Wants to be a Member of Con-
gress?,” begins with a question directed
to the Mrs. Connelly impersonator.

“Maryanne, do you favor giving away
our tax dollars to private schools that
have no accountability? And your an-
swer is: (A) You served on a Republican
committee to implement a plan to do
exactly that; (B) You side with extreme
Republicans and that South Carolina
guy, Bob Jones; (C) You support public
education; (D) It’s only our kids and
you’re running for office.”

The Connelly voice responds, “Ooh,
that’s hard,” at which point the Regis-like
host asks, “Would you like to phone a
friend?” The Connelly voice states, “I
want to call the Weather Service and see
which way the political wind is blowing.”

The host responds, “Your answer,
Maryanne? The Connelly voice re-

sponds, “A, no C, no D, A...”
The host follows up, “Is that your

final answer?”
Mr. Lapolla then comes on and states,

“Making our public schools better is no
game. I’m running against Republican
attempts to destroy public education.
I’m Mike Lapolla. And that’s why
Lapolla for Congress paid for this.”

The radio spot was aimed at Mrs.
Connelly’s membership on a task force
created several years ago by Republi-
can Governor Christine Todd Whitman
that supported school vouchers.

Mrs. Connelly called the ad an “in-
sult” to the same women Mr. Lapolla
should be trying to gain the support of.

“It’s unfortunate that Michael Lapolla
has chosen to demean the process by
blatantly depicting women candidates as
ditzy game show contestants. The ad’s
thinly veiled message, which character-
izes women in public service as some-
how incapable of answering a multiple
choice question, is simply beneath the

principles of the Democratic Party and
will no doubt insult far more voters than
it persuades,” Mrs. Connelly said in a
prepared statement.

“In the future, I can only hope that
Mr. Lapolla will demonstrate a little
more regard for the voters and the truth
alike,” she added, noting that on the
issue of public education, she has a
“strong dedication” to public schools.

The candidate was endorsed in her
last Congressional bid in 1998 by the
New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA). The NJEA had noted Mrs.
Connelly’s opposition to public school
vouchers, tuition tax credits and all
other efforts aimed at channeling public
funds to private schools.

Angie Bowen, Mr. Lapolla’s Cam-
paign Manager, stated that Mrs.
Connelly refused to take a stand on
vouchers as a member of the 1995 task
force and thus “aligned herself as a
silent partner with both the Republican
majority in Trenton and the GOP ma-

jority on the panel in support of the
voucher system.”

Mr. Lapolla has said he strongly op-
poses vouchers because they would take
“needed resources,” which are necessary
to improve public schools, and redirect
them to private institutions.

“This (radio spot) is probably the
worst example of sexism in a political
ad we have ever seen,” Elizabeth Volz,
President of New Jersey N.O.W., told
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

She said the Lapolla Campaign ad
“takes liberties in portraying Mrs.
Connelly’s voice and inaccurately im-
plies that Mrs. Connelly supports school
vouchers and is affiliated with Bob Jones
University.”

Ms. Volz said not only is she seeking
to have the radio spot pulled, but is
asking that Mr. Lapolla issue a public
apology over the air waves.

“I think what we really are seeing is
the politics of desperation,” she added.

Courtesy of Morrisey for Congress Campaign
JOINING THE CENTURY CLUB...Republican Seventh Congressional District candidate Patrick Morrisey congratu-
lates centarians at the Brighton Gardens Senior Center in Mountainside during the May 5  celebration. Among the
celebrants was centarian Adelaide Cohen, center.


