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Arts & Entertainment
Amelia Bedelia Considers

Running for Mayor?
. . . .Well, Sort Of!

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

A Tower of Strength Harboring
Unconditional Love: That’s Mom

Continued on Page 20

As an infant, I remember my mother’s soothing voice lullabying
me with the song, “The Way We Were” by Barbra Streisand. “Misty,
water-colored memories of the way we were,” she crooned and
suddenly I was fast asleep. Getting older didn’t silence the song,

we just started singing it to-
gether, along with the church
songs on Sundays and the
Whitney Houston songs we belt
out down the Garden State Park-
way after a shopping spree. All
corniness aside, she is my best
friend.

There was no one to play with
in my neighborhood, mostly
comprised of senior citizens, and
I was an only child. While my
mother would be cleaning piles
of laundry and keeping the house
spotless, I would try to busy
myself in my own imagination.
She would stop whatever she
was doing and grab a crayon or
a paintbrush, just to remind me
that I wasn’t all alone.

Unfortunately, 90 percent of
the gray hairs which have af-

flicted my mother came from that same little girl when she went
off to test her wings at college. Snuggled in a robe and as tired as
she was, my mother endured many late-night talks over cups of
tea, listening to silly sorority stories, tales of unrequited love and
uncertainties about the future.

Whenever I lost my spirituality, she taught me how to pray again
and lent me her rosary beads – even though I now teasingly claim

Despite Union Strike, MoMA Says
Money Still Pours Into Museum

A Mile Isn�t
Too Far to Go
For Great Art

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The upcoming
mayoral races in Westfield and
Scotch Plains may face an unex-
pected obstacle this year. Amelia
Bedelia may throw her hat into the
ring…literally, of course.

Herman Parish, the nephew of
the original Amelia Bedelia series
creator, Peggy Parish who passed
away in 1988, has composed the
latest addition to the beloved
children’s collection, “Amelia
Bedelia 4 Mayor.”

Before meeting with avid read-
ers and Amelia enthusiasts at the
Town Book Store in Westfield on
Saturday, Mr. Parish spoke with
The Westfield Leader and The Times
about his aunt Peggy, taking over
the book series and the literal-
minded housekeeper readers have
come to know and cherish.

While Mr. Parish revealed that
he feels like he grew up with
Amelia while his aunt was writing
the books, being raised under the
influence of Peggy was just as
interesting.

“She was a lot like Amelia
Bedelia, actually,” noted Mr. Par-
ish. “She took a lot of things liter-
ally. You could never tell if she
was serious or making a joke.”

Peggy, who was once employed
as a third grade teacher, was often
accused of “taking dictation from
her life,” according to her nephew.

Mr. Parish remembered when

he was in sixth grade and the
“book mobile” showed up at his
school in September. Trying to
make new friends, he found that
his peers were fascinated and could
instantly relate to him when young
Herman selected one of his aunt’s
books of the shelf. The icing on
the cake came when Herman dis-
covered that the book was dedi-
cated to him.

“It was great having Peggy Par-
ish as an aunt,” he confided.

According to Mr. Parish, Amelia
fans were curious about when the
next book would be released after
Peggy’s death. Although children’s
writers offered to continue the
series, Mr. Parish felt it should
remain a family tradition.

Suddenly Mr. Parish, who had
been writing successful advertise-
ments for clients, found himself
adapting his writing style to his
aunt’s in order to continue the
series.

“I read and re-read all of her
books,” he said. “I had experience
in advertising being assigned to
campaigns that ran for 10 to 15
years. You have to respect the
strengths and heritage of the exist-
ing work and still find a way to
make it fresh and interesting.”

Mr. Parish’s first book, “Good
Driving, Amelia Bedelia,” was
crafted after a year of scribbling
ideas on napkins and whatever he
could find when inspiration struck
him. Following an “all-night writ-
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Andy Garcia
(1956-     )

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Andres Arturo Garcia-
Menendez, also known as the
hunky Havana-born actor from
Godfather III fame, makes no
bones about his hope that young
Elian Gonzalez would stay in
America instead of returning to
Cuba. When Fidel Castro came into
power there, young Garcia and
his family found a haven in Miami
Beach.

Born into a conservative Catho-
lic family and speaking little En-
glish, Garcia battled against those
who were not comfortable with
his culture. His athletic ability
brought him to the basketball court
where he played until struck with
mononucleosis and hepatitis and
confined to his bed.

After graduation from Miami In-
ternational University where he
enrolled in theater courses, Garcia
did the usual menial jobs until he
was discovered and earned a bit
part on Hill Street Blues and The
Mean Season.

Anyone who has seen him in
Internal Affairs, Jennifer 8 or God-
father III, knows that a real actor
exists behind those tall, dark and
handsome good looks which are
hard to ignore – he has earned
Golden Globe and Oscar nomina-
tions to prove that.

Garcia married Maria Victora in
1982 after nearly 10 years of court-
ship. The couple has three chil-
dren, Dominik, Daniella and
Alessandra.

them as my own. It felt good to
hold them tight in my hand, as
if I were holding her hand in
mine somehow.

She’s 55 years old, the stron-
gest woman I have ever known.
There are wrinkles and aches
and pains which have set in that
I don’t remember as that infant
who listened to her lullabies.
But, the heart behind them is
the same and stronger through
the years. She’s a font of coun-
sel and wisdom which always
proves itself correct, even at the
times when I wish it didn’t.

Our memories aren’t misty or

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANHATTAN – Walking a
Manhattan mile is something
most New Yorkers and tourists
can do without blinking. But,
walking along the Museum
Mile Festival in June on Fifth
Avenue to sample nine muse-
ums from 82nd to 104th Street

is a real eye-opener.
This 22-year-old tradition,

which is completely offered
without a fee, will take art
lovers young and old to El
Museo del Barrio; Museum of
the City of New York; Interna-
tional Center of Photography;
The Jewish Museum; Cooper-
Hewitt, National Design Mu-
seum, Smithsonian Institution;
National Academy of Design
Museum; Guggenheim Mu-
seum and The Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

A unique backdrop to this
festival, which is on tap for
Tuesday, June 13, from 6 to 9
p.m., will be “Art-in-Progress.”

The Guggenheim Museum

While walking along the Mu-
seum Mile, patrons will wit-
ness artwork being created
before their very eyes. Chil-
dren will convene in work-
shops and artists will follow
their muses while capturing
the curious eyes of passersby.

Cecelia Bonn of the National
Academy of Design told The
Westfield Leader and The
Times, “It’s (the event) really
about a collective identity in
inviting the public to be a part
of the art around them. It is a
friendly, family-oriented expe-
rience for children young and
old.”

Ms. Bonn added that the
Continued on Page 20

Metropolitan Museum Button

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANHATTAN – MoMA mia, the
strike isn’t over.

Bob Batterman, Labor Attorney
for The Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA) on Manhattan’s West Side,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times last Tuesday that the strike
waged by Local No. 2110 of the
United Auto Workers (UAW),
which represents 250 museum
employees, over a week ago, has
yet to affect the art establishment.

According to a “MoMA Staff on
Strike,” a leaflet distributed by the
UAW on the picket line, “250 ad-
ministrative assistants, archivists,
curatorial staff, conservators,
graphic artists, librarians, sales-
people, secretaries, visitor assis-
tants and writers” comprise the
MoMA’s Professional and Admin-
istrative Staff Association (PASTA),
which is striking.

“There has been zero impact on
attendance,” he reported, citing
that a strike of this nature hasn’t
taken place since an eight-week
strike that occurred 27 years ago.

When asked if the administra-
tive and clerical functions at the
Museum have operated less

smoothly since the strike’s incep-
tion, Mr. Batterman said it has
been business as usual. He noted
that even though some executives
are doing their own filing, phone-
answering and other clerical du-
ties, they are more than willing to
do so.

However, Scott Sommer of the
UAW told The Leader and The Times
that he has yet to see evidence of

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UP, UP AND AWAY ON A WARM, SUNNY DAY!...Last Wednesday,
six schools participated in a nearly 12-year tradition -- a balloon
festival in Mindowaskin Park. Every color of the rainbow was
represented during the event. The Brass Quintet of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra performed during the event.

Bill Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PEOPLE IN PROTEST...Members of the MoMA’s Professional and
Administrative Staff Association of the Local No. 2110 in the
United Auto Workers union has been protesting in front of the
Museum and is not ready to back down. An inflated rat has been
used in the protest by the UAW to symbolize their assertion that
the museum managers are “rats.”

Mother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s DayMother’s Day
Sunday, May 14Sunday, May 14Sunday, May 14Sunday, May 14Sunday, May 14

Demonstrations, Music,
Children’s Art Activity at the First

Congregational Church Lawn

For More Information Call:
Westfield Chamber of Commerce

233-3021
Westfield Art Association

232-7058

~ ~ ~ ~

WESTFIELD AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Saturday, May 13
10AM–5PM

Raindate May 20

Downtown Corporation


