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On The Beat

�Kiss� Makes Strong Comeback
In Footage From Reunion on DVD

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In DVD-land come some more great
music titles courtesy of Image Enter-
tainment.

Kiss, the Second Coming features a

great behind-the-scenes look at the
Kiss reunion tour as well as some
fantastic live footage. Though the band
may have put on some pounds, they
still know how to rock like nobody’s
business.

From the jam-packed stadiums we
switch to the intimate club setting of
New York’s Bottom Line for, A Night
with Lou Reed. Recorded in the early
1980s and featuring all of the great
Reed hits, I was also excited to hear
my lesser-known chestnuts such as
the auto-biographical Kill Your Sons
and New Age.

Also, from Image, be sure to check
out two great sporting titles, Champi-
ons Forever, World Heavyweight
Champs featuring Ali, Foreman, Frazier
and Ken Norton.

Champions Forever, The Latin Leg-
ends contains extremely candid inter-
views with Roberto Duran, Alexis
Arguello, Carlos Ortiz, Julio Cesar
Chavez and the late great Salvador
Sanchez, who was tragically killed in
a car accident in the early 1980s. He
may have been the most ferocious
fighter of the bunch.

Continuing the Kiss theme, New
Line Home Video brings us the hilari-
ous Detroit Rock City, dealing with
four high school misfits trying to do
anything and everything to attend a
Kiss concert in Detroit in 1978. This
hilarious DVD contains some great
extras, with which, by the way, New
Line is really leading the pack. Be sure
to check out the documentary after
you watch the movie.

From Anchor Bay Entertainment
comes the wild and wacky comedy
Take The Money and Run by Woody
Allen, who plays an inept prisoner on
the lamb. Also from Anchor Bay comes
the amusing Where The Buffalo Roam,
starring Bill Murray as the Rolling
Stone freelance writer Hunter S. Th-
ompson. Murray should have won an
Oscar for his performance. If you ever
heard Thompson interviewed, you
will be amazed at what a great acting
job Murray did.

I should have more eclectic DVD’s
from Anchor Bay in the near future so
watch this space.

Rhino Home Video serves up four
uncut episodes of the hilarious yet
under-appreciated Get A Life TV se-
ries, starring Chris Elliott as a 30 year-
old paper boy who lives with his
parents. MGM Home Video brings us
the amusing and touching Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert, starring Terence
Stamp.

I should have some recently re-
mastered James Bond titles reviewed
in the next few weeks as well from
MGM so stay tuned. Our friends at
Warner Home Video bring us
Caddyshack a comedy classic, starring
Bill Murray, Chevy Chase and Rodney
Dangerfield in his greatest cinematic
moment. There is also an informative
documentary as well as some wonder-
ful out-takes. Warner Bros, should be
commended on this deluxe DVD.

HBO Home Video has a great
documentary just in time for baseball
season. When It Was A Game takes us
back to simpler time when the players
were not so jaded and spoiled. This
film consists entirely of 8- and 16-
milimeter home movies that have
been colorized, including colorized
footage from the 1938 World Series.
This is a precious documentary and it
looks fantastic in DVD format.

Also, from HBO, be sure to check
out Excellent Cadavers, starring Chaz
Palminteri.

Columbia Tristar Home Video brings
us the wonderfully shot Indochine
with Catherine Deneuve. This film
won an Oscar for Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film in 1992. Deneuve shines
in this passionate historical film.

Finally, for the older kids, check out
Manga Video’s The Castle of Cagliostro,
a Japanese animated action-adven-
ture film rated PG due to some naughty
language, so parents beware. The
action is wild in this, though, and
highly entertaining.
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Puree anchovies, pepper and oil in blender until smooth,
adding Parmesan. Boil egg in small pan and place to the side.
Next, put vinegar, garlic, lemon juice, mustard, Tabasco and
Worcestershire in bowl, blending with anchovie sauce. Re-
frigerate sauce. Wash and dry lettuce and break into small
pieces. Toss with refrigerated sauce in a large bowl. Add
croutons. Serves 6.

Zesty Caesar Salad
1/2 c. extra virgin olive oil 2 tbsp. lemon juice
1/2 c. freshly grated Parmesan cheese 1 tbsp. minced garlic
1 egg 2 tsp. dry mustard
4 anchovies 2 dashes Tabasco
3 dashes Worcestershire sauce 2 heads Romaine lettuce
1 1/2 tsp. black peppercorns 1/2 c. croutons
3 tbsp. red wine vinegar

water-colored, they’re vibrant
and treasured and I thankful
for each one of them. Happy
Mother’s Day, Mom.

Please send
A&E Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com

by 4 p.m. on
Fridays

Museum Mile helps the “breakdown
any barriers” commonly felt by mu-
seum patrons who, at the festival,
will be able to casually assay the
creativity around them inside and
outside of museum walls.

The event’s opening ceremony,
which was held last year at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, will be
held this year by invitation only at
the National Academy of Design to
help the institution commemorate
its 175th anniversary.

According to a press release issued
by Ms. Bonn, the Academy will “rec-
reate an actual studio class with art
instructors demonstrating preliminary
sketching principles with a live model
for children 6-12.”

Chalk drawing will be planned by
the Cooper Hewitt Design Museum,
allowing youngsters to design pic-
tures from their imaginations or fa-
vorite themes.

Contemporary artist Diego de la
La Vega is scheduled to present his
artwork taped to the street’s side-
walk at El Museo del Barrio.

All of the nine museums featured
that evening will be open free to the
public. Fifth Avenue will be closed to
traffic during the event.

Museum Mile
Continued from Page 22

Current and Past Scholarship
Winners Honored by Glee Club

Final Musical Club Concert
To Include 20th Century Tunes

WESTFIELD — The final con-
cert of the 85th season of the
Musical Club of Westfield will be
held on Wednesday, May 17, at 10
a.m. in the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street, Westfield.

Sondra Tammam will play “Five
Pieces for Piano” by Paul Ben-
Haim; Deborah Brown, piano, will
perform Alberto Ginastera’s “So-
nata No. 1 in A Minor.” Both mu-
sicians are professional members
of the Musical Club of Westfield.

In addition, John Brzozowski,
piano, will play two of
Rachmaninoff’s Preludes, and a
composition by Williard Straight.

Mr. Brzozowksi is a senior at
James Madison University. He re-
ceived the Anthony H. Gleason
Memorial Scholarship, and is ma-
joring in music education and
minoring in music industry.

Kevin Hildebrandt, a scholar-
ship recipient, plays guitar, and is
performing with his jazz ensemble.
He is a senior at Rutgers Univer-
sity, Mason Gross School of the
Arts, and is majoring in jazz stud-
ies and concert guitar.

The Annual Luncheon of the
Musical Club of Westfield will be
held at the Echo Lake Country
Club after the concert.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts
Group Sets Pastel Demonstration
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Arts Association’s
last demonstration for the 1999-
2000 season at 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day, May 17, at the Fanwood Com-
munity Center will feature Sharon
L. White, who is well-known for
her floral and fruit pastels.

Her work, which reflects her
mood and feelings, varies from
the realistic to the abstract and
usually involves studies from na-
ture.

Ms. White has studied at the
Moore College of Art and the Penn-
sylvania Academy of Fine Art, par-
ticipated in a workshop by the
noted pastel artist Daniel Greene,
and studied sculpture with Bill
Kak. She has exhibited in New
Jersey and Connecticut.

Currently, the artist is employed

as a freelance textile designer.
For more information, please

contact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-
5438.

Brigadoon to Take Stage
At Community Players

Pingry Students
To Raise Funds

At Benefit Concert
Over 400 student vocalists and

musicians from The Pingry School
in Martinsville will participate in
a benefit concert for the Ameri-
can Field Service (AFS) Intercul-
tural Program on Saturday, May
13, at 8 p.m. in the Hauser Audi-
torium at the Pingry Upper School
campus on Martinsville Road.

Pingry’s Men’s and Women’s
Glee Clubs, Orchestra, Jazz En-
semble, Brass Ensemble and se-
lect vocal groups will present a
variety of musical selections.

Tickets are $5 for adults and
student in grade seven and
above, and $3 for children in
grade six and lower and may be
purchased at the door. Proceeds
will aid an AFS student at Pingry
for the 2000-2001 school year.

For further information and di-
rections, please call (908) 647-
5555.

TALENTED MUSICIANS…The Westfield Glee Club recently honored past
scholarship winners. Pictured, left to right, are: Director of the Westfield
Glee Club Thomas Booth, Scotch Plains soprano and winner of the 2000
scholarship Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk, 1991 winner Matthew Sklar of
Westfield and New York City, 1999 scholarship recipient Meredith
Hoffman-Thomson of Cranford, and Chairman of Scholarship and
Music Committee Dale Juntilla of Westfield.

WESTFIELD — As the Westfield
Glee Club performed its 75th Season
Spring Concerts, the current and
past winners participated and were
specially acknowledged.

The 2000 Scholarship winner,
Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk soprano of
Scotch Plains, was impressive in her
performance of one section of the
concerts.

Two of the choral numbers sung
by the Glee Club were compositions

by 1991 Scholarship winner Mat-
thew Sklar of Westfield and New
York City where he is an active
participant on Broadway. Matthew’s
compositions were funded by a
HEART Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, ad-
ministered by the Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Commission.

The Glee Club noted its thanks for
the Grant which was directed to
Marcia Cohen, Manager of the Advi-
sory Board, who attended the Sun-
day concert.

The 1999 Scholarship Winner,
Meredith Hoffman-Thomson of
Cranford and now a music major
student at Rutgers University, Mason
Gross School of Arts, was also present
and joined with Meryl and Matthew
to compare notes on musical studies
and career plans.

The Glee Club acknowledged the
continuing support of all active, asso-
ciate, patron, and business members
and advertisers, and invited new con-
tributions to the Scholarship Fund.

One of the attendees and a patron
member, Gladys Gleason, advised
that she has attended Glee Concerts
starting with the first concert in April
1926.

The Glee Club concluded the 75th
Season by joining in the Mount St.
Mary Spring Concert on May 7 and
will hold a Club Picnic on June 10.

Interested male singers may con-
tact Dale Juntilla, at (908) 232-0673
for information on rehearsals for the
Winter Concerts in December.

WESTFIELD — Anne King,
known to local theatergoers for
her many past appearances and

directing efforts at Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) and St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, has assembled an en-
semble cast for Alan Jay Lerner
and Frederick Loewe’s musical,
Brigadoon.

The show will open Saturday,
May 13, at 8 p.m. in the WCP
Theater at 1000 North Avenue,
West in Westfield with all tickets
$15. The production will continue
May 13, 19, 20 and June 2, 3, 9 and
10.

Brigadoon revolves around two
American tourists who stumble
upon a Scottish village that comes
to life for one day every 100
years.

Choreographer Annmarie
Squerrini and Musical Director
Jonathan Flowers help bring lyrics
to life in the mists of Brigadoon.
With songs such as “The Heather
on the Hill,” “Almost Like Being in
Love” and “I’ll Go Home with
Bonnie Jean,” the 1947 Broadway
opening of Brigadoon firmly es-
tablished Lerner and Loewe in
musical theater.

Meryl Bezrutczyk of Scotch
Plains and Hope Weinstein of
Westfield will be included as
cast members. Other featured
performers are Rich Sibello,
Leilani Makuakane Potter, Roger
Hayden and Jeff Rea all of
Westfield, along with Russ
Cronin of Scotch Plains.

Additional cast members in-
clude Amy Wilhelm of
Mountainside, Heather Filipski of
Fanwood and Carol Schwartz of
Westfield.

Opening night patrons are in-
vited to stay after the curtain drops
for WCP’s traditional opening night
coffee and dessert hour with the
cast and crew.

Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

CDC�s Lend Me A Tenor
Continued from Page 21

In the role of Max, Ed Maher is
a treat. He is terrific as the aspir-
ing opera star in love, and he
does some fabulous work in this
play. The handsome Mr. Maher
turned in a performance that made
Max look like a really charming,
nerdy Rob Lowe. Not that that
was Mr. Maher’s intention, but he
was endearing, nonetheless.

Michelle Blum, as Maria, is dy-
namic. I only wished that this
actress had more time onstage.
The role of Maria is probably one
of the funniest in the play, and
Ms. Blum is terrific. Passionate
and fiery, she deftly handled a
role that could be played way
over the top, but she was under-
stated and on the mark.

When Saunders welcomes
Maria into the hotel suite, he says,
“Madam, your suite.” And Ms.
Blum, (Maria) flatly replies, “so
are you, I’m sure.” One liner jokes
such as this can either be brilliant
or can crash and burn, but Ms.
Blum breezes through them like a
walk in the park. She is quick, she
is alert, and her time onstage
seems to fly by.

This leads me to mention the
only negative thing that I have to
say about this performance at
CDC. Everyone in this show is
talented. There is no question
that there was an enormous
amount of work put into this
play.

However, with a farce such as
this, timing is imperative. The
pace in some areas really needs
to be picked up. What feels like
two seconds onstage feels like an
eternity in the audience. A piece
loaded with high jinks and physi-
cal comedy needs pacing that is
swift and deftly executed. Other-
wise, what could be a funny bit of
business can fall flat and not carry
out the author’s intent. This is not
to say that the actors should speed
through the play. The rhythm is
in the writing, and the performers
and director should trust that.

This is a charming version of
Lend Me a Tenor, and I only men-
tion the pacing because I know
that it could be a brilliant produc-
tion with some simple adjust-
ments.

Again, the cast is very talented.
Nice work was also performed by
Elaine Dooman, Pam Skillman,

and Tommy Dragon: as Julia,
Diana and the Bellhop, respec-
tively.

Lend Me a Tenor was directed
by Naomi Yablonsky, who was
assisted by Jerry Yablonsky. CDC
veteran Liz Howard produced the
play and Art Kusiv served as stage
manager.

I am looking forward to the
upcoming CDC productions of
Godspell, Ten Little Indians, and
The Sound of Music, beginning
this coming fall. All in all, the
company does commendable
work, and their shows are not to
be missed.

Lend Me a Tenor continues its
run at CDC, May 12, 13, 19 and 20
at 8 p.m.

Sharon L. White

Youth & Family Counseling
Sets Annual Benefit Concert

WESTFIELD — Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service (YFCS) has
scheduled its annual benefit con-
cert on Saturday evening, May 20,
at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

For the 10th consecutive year,
the benefit concert will feature the
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea,
an ensemble devoted to aiding
charitable organizations in their
fundraising efforts.

The Orchestra’s founder and con-
ductor, the Reverend Alphonse
Stephenson, will lead the orches-
tra. Father Alphonse and his 45-
member orchestra of professional
musicians have played for audi-
ences for the past 15 years, both on
tour and at their summer open-air
concert series, the Festival of the
Atlantic, at Point Pleasant Beach.

The fundraising event will help

to support Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service’s programs relating
to parenting skills, young children
in broken families, parent/teen
communication and relationships
and other family issues.

Tickets for the May 20 concert
are $26 for general admission; $23
for seniors. Patron seating is avail-
able for $50. Sponsorship listings
in the evening’s program, which
include two patron tickets to the
concert, are also available for con-
tributions of $300 or more.

Tickets may be purchased at the
following locations: Country Squire
Men’s Shop, Clark; Floral Expres-
sions, Garwood; Bayberry Card &
Gift Shop, Mountainside; Nuts n’
Plenty, Scotch Plains, and Lancaster
Ltd., Westfield. Tickets may also be
ordered by calling YFCS at (908)
233-2042.

THE CONCERT IS COMING…Youth and Family Counseling Service
(YFCS) will hold its annual benefit concert on Saturday evening, May 20,
at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield featuring the
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, an ensemble devoted to aiding
charitable organizations in their fundraising efforts. Pictured, left to
right, are: Milt Faith, YFCS Executive Director; George Keenen, Honor-
ary Chairman; Joan Gallagher, Concert Committee Chair and the Rever-
end Alphonse Stephenson, conductor.

Westfield School District
To Host Public Art Show

Female Poets to Give
Readings in  Fanwood
FANWOOD – The Carriage

House Poetry Reading Series has
announced that Maria Mazzotti
Gillan and Laura Boss will be
featured performers on Thursday,
May 18, at 8 p.m. in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center on
Watson Road in Fanwood. An
open reading will follow the fea-
tured readers.

Internationally known for her
work, Ms. Gillan is the author of
several books, including “Where
I Come From” and “Things My
Mother Told Me.” The recipient
of numerous awards, Ms. Gillan
directs the Poetry Center at Passaic
County Community College as
well as the Distinguished Poets
Reading Series and a reading se-
ries at the Paramus branch of
Barnes & Noble Bookstore.

Ms. Gillan is the editor of Foot-
work magazine and is one of New
Jersey’s most acclaimed poets. She
read last year in the Carriage
House Series to a full house.

Ms. Boss is the founder and
editor of Lips, a literary journal.
Like Ms. Gillan, she directs sev-
eral reading series. She is an
award-winning author of books,
including “On The Edge of The
Hudson” and “Reports From The
Front.”

The Carriage House reading is
free of charge. For more informa-
tion, please call Series Director
Adele Kenny at (908) 889-7223.

WESTFIELD — The 16th an-
nual Westfield Public School
District’s Fine Arts Show will
be held in the Westfield High
School varsity gymnasium from
Tuesday through Thursday,
May 16-18.

A sampling of artwork by
students in kindergarten
through 12th grade in the
town’s nine public schools will
be on display at the annual
show.

On May 16 and 17, the art-
work can be viewed from 9
a.m.-4 p.m., and in the evening
from 7:30 p.m.-9 p.m. Visitors
are also welcomed on May 18,
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Paintings, two dimensional
work, ceramic, crafts, comput-
erized art and other work of
Westfield Public School stu-
dents will be exhibited.


