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Bed-and-Breakfast Wins Approval
From Planning Board in Fanwood

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Believing it will fill a need in the
community while also enhancing an
existing property, the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board gave a unanimous thumbs
up April 26 to a bed-and-breakfast
establishment at 225 North Avenue.

James and Barbara Vierschilling,
currently residents of Westfield, in-
tend to purchase a three-story Dutch
Colonial home opposite the Fanwood
train station, where they will reside
and operate their business.

The house, located some 350 feet
from the intersection of North and
Martine Avenues, is currently a two-
family dwelling.

Mr. and Mrs. Vierschilling, who
represented themselves and did not
call any additional witnesses, told
the board they plan to refurbish the
interior of the late 19th-century resi-
dence in order to accommodate three
guest bedrooms and bathrooms on
the second floor.

They also plan to build an addition
onto the first floor of the dwelling,
which will serve as their living quar-
ters. Breakfast will be the only meal
served on the premises, the couple
confirmed.

Mr. Vierschilling said he and his
wife may eventually look into ex-
panding the number of guest bed-
rooms to five, if business warrants it.
However, additional accommoda-
tions would require separate approval
from the Planning Board.

According to the applicants, a bed-
and-breakfast will provide local lodg-
ing for people visiting the area for
events such as weddings. With the

close several years ago of the Man-
sion Hotel on South Avenue, the
closest alternatives are establish-
ments along busy Route 22.

Mr. Vierschilling said any identifi-
cation sign for the business would be
small and non-illuminated, adding
that the specifications for it would
conform with “whatever the borough
permits.”

During an interview with The Times
prior to last week’s hearing, Mr.
Vierschilling said he has received
very positive feedback from people
concerning his future business.

He also told the board last week
that he has spoken with the owners of
local banquet halls such as The
Westwood in Garwood and Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains about
his proposal, adding he and his wife
“have already had people calling” to
find out when the establishment
would be open.

Mike Shaatal, who lives next door
to the property in a Victorian house
of his own, voiced a litany of con-
cerns last week regarding the bed-
and-breakfast, which he feared would
have a negative impact upon the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

He predicted the establishment
would set “a precedent of commer-
cial businesses on North Avenue”
and “ruin the historical significance
of the area.”

Mr. Shaatal additionally argued
the planned business would increase
traffic in the area, reduce privacy and
cause drainage problems. He also
feared guests could wind up staying
for extended periods of time.

Mr. Vierschilling said he did not
believe there would be any differ-
ence between a two-family home
and a bed-and-breakfast in terms of
impact on the local infrastructure.

He additionally noted that bed-
and-breakfast establishments are
regulated by the state and cannot be
transformed into extended-stay fa-
cilities.

He indicated he would renovate an
existing six-car garage at the rear of
the property, which he anticipated
would provide sufficient parking for
his and his wife’s two cars, plus any
guest vehicles. The garage area can
be accessed by a crushed stone drive-
way already on the property.

Mrs. Vierschilling added that most
guests would probably fly in from
out of town, reducing the projected
number of vehicles on the premises.
The couple said they expected their
business, on average, would have a
60 percent occupancy.

While they felt some aspects of the
applicants’ proposal appeared vague
on an accompanying illustration,
board members ultimately deter-
mined the bed-and-breakfast would
benefit both its future clientele and
the borough.

They appeared particularly grati-
fied that the Vierschillings would
reside on the premises of their busi-
ness, which board member John
Gurley predicted would be “a wel-
come addition to the town.”

In addition, board representatives
felt the couple’s pending restora-

Fanwood Planning Bd.
Okays Cellular Antennas
For PSE&G Power Line

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board gave
its nod last week for Nextel of New
York to install the first cellular an-
tennas in the borough, to be affixed
to an existing transmission tower on
the PSE&G power line property bor-
dering South Avenue.

During a detailed public hearing
on April 26, Woodcliff Lake attorney
John Edwards and several expert
witnesses for the applicant described
how the instruments would offer
seamless wireless coverage for Nextel
customers by filling the current gap
created by an absence of such anten-
nas in Fanwood.

Maimat Mughal, an expert in ra-
dio frequency engineering for the
telecommunications firm, displayed
a map with overlays to illustrate how
the antennas would link Fanwood
with surrounding towns where the
company already has such devices,
including Scotch Plains, Plainfield
and Berkeley Heights.

Board members unanimously sup-
ported the use variance appeal fol-
lowing testimony by Nextel’s repre-
sentatives that radio frequency emis-
sions would be well below the safety
threshold set by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) and the
state Department of Environmental
Protection – even for utility workers
doing maintenance at the site.

Nextel’s experts additionally main-
tained the antennas would not be
obtrusive or otherwise conflict aes-
thetically with the surrounding area,
which is presently zoned as light
industrial, or create intrusive noise,

light or fumes.
In 1992, Cellular One petitioned

the Fanwood Board of Adjustment
for permission to install a 120-foot,
free-standing monopole adjacent to
the Fanwood Post Office on South
Avenue to facilitate cellular commu-
nication.

Local residents, organized by now-
Planning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings, banded together in op-
position to the proposal, which was
eventually withdrawn by the appli-
cant.

In approving the application last
week, board members conceded the
Nextel proposal was drastically dif-
ferent from the one submitted years
ago by Cellular One. They also ac-
knowledged that the number of cel-
lular telephone users has significantly
increased in the past decade.

Paul Papay, Principal Engineer
with Papay Engineering and Con-
struction in Ramsey, which has de-
signed numerous cellular tower sites,
said the antennas will be installed at
a height of 138 feet on the 146-foot-
tall lattice transmission tower.

Jeffrey D. Stiles, a licensed pro-
fessional planner with the
Morristown firm of Edwards and
Kelcey, said the devices, measuring
four feet high and six to eight inches
wide, could be painted steel gray to
blend with the transmission tower
itself and will be “barely notice-
able.”

The antennas will be connected
by coaxial cables to a 10-foot by
20-foot shelter six feet from the
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Township Council Hopes to Proceed
With Park Avenue Hedge Property

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil, seeking to move forward with
development of the so-called hedge
property on Park Avenue, will likely
pass a resolution at its meeting next
Tuesday that will authorize the local
government’s professional staff to
prepare a subdivision application to
be submitted to the Planning Board.

The sale and development of the
small tract of Township-owned land,
located in front of the municipal
parking lot next to the Municipal
Building, has been under discussion
for several years, with local officials
increasingly pushing for the build-
ing of a two-story retail and office
site.

Among the primary concerns be-
ing raised by skeptics of the idea are
the effect of a new building on the
downtown parking situation, espe-
cially in the lot next to the Municipal
Building, and the actual tax revenues
that would be generated. A prelimi-
nary study conducted last year found
that several dozen spaces in the park-
ing lot would be lost if a new build-

ing was erected.
At last Tuesday’s conference meet-

ing, Councilman William F.
McClintock informed his colleagues
that he would likely vote against the
resolution next week, saying he was
“not sold on it (the development of
the property) and never have been.
I’m not sure if we build it, they will
come.”

He wished he could have “some
sense” of the types of businesses that
might be located in the new building.
Mr. McClintock also brought up the
potential parking problems and said
there was “a lot of other homework
we need to do before” moving for-
ward with the idea.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, while fa-
voring the development of the hedge
property, did admit that many of Mr.
McClintock’s questions will need to
be resolved at some point before the
project picks up momentum.

In other matters, Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins told the coun-
cil that Scotch Plains is eligible for
up to $150,000 in Union County
funding for projects aimed at senior

citizens, and said the focus of any
possible projects will likely be the
Scotch Hills Country Club, where
senior citizen membership is signifi-
cant.

Parks and Recreation Director
Laura Botto is consulting with an
architect on cost estimates for the
construction of a new supplemen-
tary building on the club’s grounds.
Such a new structure could include a
pro shop, rest rooms, a storage area
for golf carts and a meeting room.

If the project moves forward, Mr.
Atkins said, it would allow the pro
shop to be moved out of the main
building and also allow for the bath-
rooms there to be renovated to be
more in compliance with the Ameri-
cans for Disabilities Act. If cost esti-
mates for a new building were in
excess of the $150,000 county fund-
ing limit, Mr. Atkins informed the
council that they could fund the extra
costs out of the capital improvement
fund or through other sources, such
as state funding.

“There are options,” he said.
Officials from Scotch Plains,

Westfield and Clark will meet next
Wednesday with the Union County
Sheriff to discuss the county’s
S.L.A.P. (Sheriff’s Labor Assistance

Mrs. Larkin Is President of BOE,
Dr. Sheldon Named Vice President

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Monday’s reorganization meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education saw Theresa Larkin
named to her second consecutive
term as Board President and Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon selected as Vice
President.

Although Mrs. Larkin and Dr.
Sheldon were the only nominees for
the respective officer positions, board
members Jean McAllister, Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. and Thomas Russo voted
against both when a roll call vote was
taken.

Board members Richard R. Meade,
Linda Nelson, Lance Porter and Jes-
sica D. Simpson, as well as the nomi-
nees themselves, voted in favor of
Mrs. Larkin and Dr. Sheldon.

Mrs. Larkin thanked voters for their
support of the recently-passed 2000-
2001 school budget. “It’s nice to be
starting off with the budget and sec-

ond questions passed,” she said. “I
thank the public for its confidence in
the board and votes in the election
process.”

Prior to the election of officers,
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi admin-
istered the oath of office to Mrs.
Larkin, Mr. Russo and Mrs. Nelson.

During the April 18 elections, Mrs.
Larkin was returned for a third term
on the board, while Mr. Russo was
named to his second. Mrs. Nelson
has begun her freshman term on the
board.

The board passed a series of mo-
tions that included approval of The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Record-Press and Courier News as
official newspapers for publication
of official/legal public notices from
the board; adoption of existing board
policies and curricula, and the set-
ting of the official meeting location
and time for regularly-scheduled

public board meetings.
The agenda setting session is held

the second Thursday of each month,
with the public portion of the meet-
ing beginning at 8 p.m. Public busi-
ness meetings are held the fourth
Thursday of each month, with the
public portion also beginning at 8
p.m.

Both meetings are held in the board
room of the school district’s Admin-
istration Building, located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

Individuals wishing to receive a
copy of the regular meeting schedule
for 2000-2001 must request it in
writing and pay a fee of $5.

In other business, the board autho-
rized the firm of Barre & Cannone to
conduct the 1999-2000 statutory au-
dit for an annual fee of $21,500, a 3
percent increase over last year’s fee.

Furthermore, the board agreed to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Times
SP-F RAIDERS ON A BIG ROLL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
softball and baseball teams have recently been on a winning roll. Pictured,
above, Raider shortstop Katie Blom, left, puts a tag on a Kearny Kardinal at
second base. Kearny came into the game with a 12-3 record and left with a 12-
4 record after the Raider girls won 6-5 on May 1. Pictured, below, Raider pitcher
Kevin Schenk puts the tag on Johnson Crusader Kevin Kolmos at third. The
Raiders defeated a good Johnson team, 10-7, also on May 1 and previously tamed
a very strong Cranford Cougar team, 5-3.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

THERE WILL BE ROOM AT THEIR INN...The Fanwood Planning Board
gave a unanimous thumbs up April 26 to a bed-and-breakfast establishment at
225 North Avenue. James and Barbara Vierschilling, currently residents of
Westfield, intend to purchase a three-story Dutch Colonial home across from
the Fanwood train station, where they will live and operate their business. The
house, located some 350 feet from the intersection of North and Martine
Avenues, is currently a two-family dwelling.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
THE PERFECT DAY FOR ICE CREAM...Symbolizing a traditional sign of spring and the approaching summer season,
an ice cream truck made a visit during a warm day last week to tempt residents with sweet treats.
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tower, which will house radio
equipment for the system. Mr.
Papay said the temperature inside
the locked structure will be con-
trolled and that Nextel will moni-
tor the site for any potential emer-
gencies.

The prefabricated, tan-colored
shelter, which the applicant’s at-
torney likened to a backyard shed
in terms of size, will have an aggre-
gate finish and will not be identi-
fied with a sign. It will be visited
by maintenance workers once or
twice a month, who will use an
existing stone access road to get to
the site.

The shelter will be sealed to pre-
vent animals from gaining entry,
while the ground directly around it
will be treated to inhibit vegeta-
tion, Mr. Papay said.

In response to inquiries by Bor-
ough Engineer Richard Marsden,
Mr. Papay said Nextel would be
willing to have the area around the
transmission tower cleared of
weeds and would be responsible
for maintenance of the site.

Mr. Papay noted that the area
could also possibly be enhanced
with landscaping; however, the
types of plantings would have to be
approved by PSE&G.

Mr. Edwards noted that Nextel’s
frequency has been licensed exclu-
sively for the company and should
not interfere with the operation of
such devices as television or radio
sets in the local vicinity.

Mr. Cummings confirmed that
borough officials had planned to
include a provision in Fanwood’s
revised zoning ordinance that cel-
lular antennas be attached to exist-
ing power line structures, as op-
posed to free-standing devices.

The pending ordinance, a draft
of which is currently under re-
view by the Planning Board, is
expected to be unveiled and
adopted by the Borough Council
by the summer.

Cellular
Antennas

tion of the home would be a plus
for that section of the borough,
which the local Historic Preserva-
tion Commission hopes to eventu-
ally have designated as a historic
district.

Observing that the grounds of
Borough Hall were originally home
to a lodging establishment (The
Homestead), Board Vice-Chairman
Jack  Molenaar maintained that bed-
and-breakfast businesses “have
helped strengthen the historic char-
acter of communities.”

Several conditions, however,
were attached to the board’s ap-
proval of the application. The
dwelling will be owner-occupied;
evergreen trees will be provided as
a buffer on the western boundary
dividing the Vierschillings’ prop-
erty from Mr. Shaatal’s, and the
sidewalk in front of the establish-
ment will be replaced.

In addition, the applicants agreed
to extend an existing walkway to
give guests access from the park-
ing area to the house, and that any
pedestrian lighting would be of a
low-level variety.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Bed
And Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Police Academy to Offer
Training Paid by Applicants
For Class Starting July 28

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan has announced that the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains will offer the Alternate Route
Basic Program in the next police
recruit class beginning Friday, July
28.

The program offers county resi-
dents an alternative to applying for a
position with a municipal police de-
partment whereby upon acceptance
of the applicant all costs are picked
up by the department. The alterna-
tive program is paid for by the cadets
and opens themselves up for police
openings throughout the county.

Since initiating the program in
1993, 78 of the 80 recruits complet-
ing the program received employ-
ment as police officers, according to
Academy Director Anthony Parenti,
former Police Chief in Fanwood.

All candidates in the program must

be county residents and have a mini-
mum of 60 college credits at an
institution of higher learning. Tu-
ition costs of $1,200 will be charged
to each candidate. Candidates can
also receive 12 academic credits if
they enroll in Union County Col-
lege.

“One of the project’s goals is to
create a pool of trained officers who
could then be hired by local depart-
ments, sparing the municipalities the
costs associated with officer train-
ing,” Mr. Manahan stated.

Mr. Parenti told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Times that once applicants
complete the program they are certi-
fied through the New Jersey Police
Training Commission. He said po-
lice departments can hire any of the
recruits and place them in a job im-
mediately.

“The alternate program provides
an opportunity (for county residents)
to get training at their expense” thus
putting themselves on the job market
for openings as police officers.

Prior to being accepted into the pro-
gram, applicants must take written and
oral examinations, and pass medical,
physical and psychological tests.

Berkeley Heights Police Chief
Charles M. Monica, President of the
Union County Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation, noted that the Academy first
offered the program as a pilot project
in 1993. He said over 95 percent of
all Alternate Route candidates who
graduated from the academy have
obtained jobs in law enforcement.

Legislation enacted in December
has enabled all police academies to
offer the program. Union County
had been only one of four of the
state’s 21 counties to offer the pro-
gram, Mr. Parenti told The Leader
and The Times.

Mr. Parenti said Alternate Route
recruits receive the same instruction
as the regular police cadets during
the 19-week training session. They
also wear the same uniforms and
must adhere to a strict regimen, in-
cluding daily physical training.

The courses included in the pro-
gram are firearms, investigations,
court system procedures, crime pre-
vention, community relations, juve-
nile crime, domestic violence, the
basics of the state’s criminal code,
drug enforcement, crash injury man-
agement, crime scene management,
constitutional rights and use of force.

Anyone interested in the program
may pick an application at the Acad-
emy, 1176 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains. For more information, please
Mr. Parenti at (908) 889-6112. All
applications must be returned to the
Academy before Friday, May 12.

Program) initiative, which makes
non-violent offenders available to
localities to perform certain super-
vised jobs such as clean-up projects
that public work employees have
little time to do.

“We’re going to be talking about
how to get this off the ground,” Mr.
Atkins told the council. He said that
if the three communities can reach
an agreement on sharing the ex-
penses and services of the program,
he hopes it can get under way by
June 1.

Separately, the council is expected
to pass a resolution of intent with
regard to the resurfacing of Cushing
Road, the expense for which will be
shared with the City of Plainfield.
Due to the state’s primary election
falling on Tuesday, June 6, the coun-
cil also decided to reschedule its
conference meeting set for that
evening to Wednesday, June 7.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
• A Front Street resident reported

that two cellular telephones and a
bicycle were taken from the house
during the day while it was unoccu-
pied. Police said there were no signs
of forced entry.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13
• A 15-year-old Westfield female

was taken into custody and released
to her parents after being found in
possession of a 40-ounce bottle of
beer pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
on Plainfield Avenue at 1:30 a.m.
The driver of the vehicle, Matthew
Mitchell, 18, of Scotch Plains was
charged with having an open con-
tainer of alcohol inside of the ve-
hicle.

FRIDAY, APRIL 14
• Gregory I. Paris, 29, of Los Al-

tos, Calif., was arrested for theft and
receiving stolen property. At around
7 p.m. police responded to a report of
a purse snatching at a fast food res-
taurant on Route 22.

The suspect was apprehended a
short time later on Prospect Avenue
riding a bicycle that he had taken
from a Prospect Avenue residence by
Detective Jeff Briel. Upon further
investigation police found that Paris
had been in possession of a 1990
Lincoln stolen in Atlantic City.

Paris was remanded to the Union
County Jail in lieu of $5,150 bail set
by Scotch Plains Municipal Court
Judge Joseph Perifillio.

• A Route 22 garden supplier
reported the theft of several trees
and a chimney display from its
property.

• Two Fanwood 14-year-old boys
were taken into custody and released
to their parents after police received
a report that the teenagers were in the
School One Playground and placing
graffiti on playground equipment
with a magic marker.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
• A Park Avenue photo shop re-

ported that a rock was thrown through
the front window as the store was
opening at 9 a.m. Police said no one
was seen in the area.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16
• A Tussell Lane resident reported

that he received a notice of a park-
way toll violation and learned that
the car in question was registered in
his name and address, however he
did not purchase it.

• Matthew Mitchell, 18, of Scotch
Plains was arrested for possession of
marijuana after police received a re-
port that a man was in a laundry room
on Country Club Lane smoking mari-
juana.

MONDAY, APRIL 24
• Resident of the 300 block of

Warren Street reported the theft of a
car stereo and 20 CD’s from an un-
locked vehicle overnight.

• A South Avenue business re-
ported that trash was illegally dis-
posed in its dumpster overnight.

TUESDAY, APRIL 25
• An employee of the Exxon Sta-

tion on Route 22 East reported that
several individuals shoplifted boxes
of cigars and left the scene.

• A Fox Hill Lane resident re-
ported that several credit accounts
were opened in her name in a case of
identity theft occurring over several
months across different areas of the
country.

FRIDAY, APRIL 28
• Vehicles belonging to two con-

tracting companies were reportedly
damaged while parked overnight in
the 500 block of Jerusalem Road.

• A resident of the 2300 block of

North Avenue reported that a rock
was thrown through the rear window
of his vehicle which was parked in
front of his residence overnight.

• Joseph Brunetto, 50, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
lewdness in an incident at Brookside
Park at 10:30 a.m. Brunetto is al-
leged to have exposed himself in
front of township residents using the
park property, police said.

SATURDAY, APRIL 29
• A resident of the 1700 block of

Cooper Road reports that a vehicle
drove across the front lawn of the
residence overnight causing dam-
age.

• An employee of the Sunoco Sta-
tion on Route 22 East reported that
an individual driving a small white
vehicle asked for $19 worth of gas
and left the station without paying.

• Residents of Canadensis, Pa.,
attending a function at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Renaissance Restaurant re-
ported that their vehicle was entered
by smashing a vent window. A Sanyo
car stereo and a pocketbook valued
at $300 was stolen.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
Douglas Rettschlag, 27, of

Westfield was arrested and charged
in an incident that occurred at 2 a.m.
at the parking lot to the Scotch Hills
Golf Course. Rettschlag is alleged to
have solicited a ride at a Watchung
restaurant to the golf course from a
36-year-old female resident of Scotch
Plains and a 31-year-old-male ac-
quaintance, also of Scotch Plains.

On arrival at the golf course, po-
lice said Rettschlag is alleged to
have physically touched the woman
in the genital area and when she
refused his advances he assaulted
her by picking her up and slamming
her to the ground.

As the male acquaintance exited
the vehicle to intercede, he was
reportedly punched in the face and
knocked to the ground where he
was kicked several times in the
head and face. Both victims were
treated and released from
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield for injuries,
ranging from contusions and abra-
sions to the female victim and a
broken nose and cuts and abrasions
requiring sutures to the male vic-
tim.

Police said Rettschlag turned
himself in to Scotch Plains Police
Headquarters in the early afternoon
and was charged with one count of
aggravated criminal sexual contact
along with two counts of aggra-
vated assault. Bail was set by Scotch
Plains Municipal Court Judge J.
Perfilio at $50,000 and the suspect
was transported to the Union
County jail.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
• Employees from a business in

the 1700 block of East Second Street
reported that a key was found broken
off in the lock to the door. Police said
no entry was gained to the building.

• A resident of the 1200 block of
Terrill Road reported seeing young
people shooting paint balls at a jungle
gym set in a rear yard.

pay Casper P. Boehm, Jr., the sum
of $89,580 to provide legal ser-
vices to the district for the 2000-
2001 school year.

Said Mr. Russo, himself an at-
torney, “It seems like a consider-
able sum, but it’s about half of
what we would likely pay if (Mr.
Boehm’s) services were billed at
an hourly rate. It’s a bargain for
the district.”

With respect to negotiating ser-
vices for the coming school year,
the board again awarded the con-
tract to Cassetta, Taylor and Whalen
at an annual fee of $24,317, a 3.5
percent increase over last year.

In an effort to take advantage of
the $10 million in funding avail-
able under the Regional Efficiency
Development Incentive Grant, the
board passed a resolution affirm-
ing its participation in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Shared Services
Committee.

Representatives from the munici-
palities of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains recently began meeting with
representatives of the board to dis-
cuss possible opportunities for
shared services. Designated board
representatives are Mr. DelSordi,
Dr. Sheldon and board member Jes-
sica Simpson.

Commenting on the need for the
resolution, Dr. Sheldon said, “The
$10 million from the state is rap-
idly being disbursed. If we hope to
have funding, we have to move
collectively very quickly.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Park Avenue
Hedge Property

Button Society Reveals
Show and Competition
SCOTCH PLAINS — The New

Jersey State Button Society Spring
Show and Competition will be held
on Saturday, May 13, from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church, located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The event will feature dealers in
antique clothes buttons and compe-
tition among members of the But-
ton Society. The public is invited to
attend and browse. Admission is
free.

Wellness Group Schedules
Monthly Meeting for May 10

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap for May 8

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye suggested board
members consider expanding ex-
isting sub-committees such as fi-
nance, policy and negotiations to
include additional sub-committees
related to maintenance, facilities,
curriculum and school/community
relations.

By designating several board
members to focus on these specific
areas on an ongoing basis, with
appropriate staff support, Dr.
Choye’s hope is that “it may make
for more efficient meetings.”

Mr. Saridaki said the approach
could be “very constructive.” When
a proposal or issue comes before
the board as a whole, those com-
mittee members could help the ad-
ministration field questions from
fellow board members.

As Mr. Saridaki noted, this could
“speed the process” when there are
more people able to respond to
questions.

Mr. Meade agreed the work of
committees could “save time for
the board” and perhaps eliminate
the need to go through “low level
detail” prior to the board’s making
decisions regarding various mat-
ters.

The board’s next meeting will
take place on Thursday, May 11. At
that time, the business administra-
tor will outline the timeline for the
bond referendum required to fund
the board’s plans for renovations to
facilities within the district.

President, Vice President
Named to SP-F School Bd.

BROWNIES ‘ROUND THE WORLD…First-grade Brownie troops recently participated in a Thinking Day In gathering
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. Each troop represented a different country
and supplied a display, snack and craft for their nation. The girls learned about 10 different countries. Brownies who
participated in the opening flag ceremony, pictured left to right, are: Priyanka Kamath (India-Troop No. 547), Kelly
Yingling (Holland-Troop No. 310), Jessica Yorkovich (Hawaii-Troop No. 187), Alexa Rothenberg (Japan-Troop No. 105),
Michelle Rogoff (France-Troop No. 52), Jamie Swanton (Mexico-Troop No. 146), Katherine Wheeler (Germany-Troop
No. 106), Bridget Ryan (China Troop No. 740), Jillian Leahy (Italy-Troop No. 347), Stefanie DeVizio (United States Troop
No. 289), Brittany D’Annunzio (Ghana-Troop No. 289), Julia Babis (Caller-Troop No. 289) and Patty Laguna, Leader for
Troop No. 289.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Com-
munity Wellness Group, which
meets monthly to discuss general
wellness and nutrition, will hold
the second segment in its Wellness
Wednesday series on May 10 at
7:30 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Public Library.

The program, featuring a nutri-
tional consultant, is entitled “How
to Take Charge of Your Own
Health – Simple Steps.” Admis-

sion is free. The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Township of Scotch Plains will
hold its monthly Hypertension
(high blood pressure) Screening
Clinic on Monday, May 8.

It will be held in the Scotch
Plains Public Library Commu-
nity Room, 1927 Bartle Avenue,
from 10 a.m. to noon and is free.
The intent of the clinic is to
identify new cases of high blood
pressure.

Individuals over age 30 and
who smoke or are overweight, or
who have a family history of
heart disease or diabetes and who
have not had their blood pressure
checked recently are urged to
attend.

Surfing the Web?
Be Sure to Visit Us:
www.goleader.com!

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

SCRUB AND RINSE...The weather was warm enough last week to get cars cleaned and scrubbed at the Showroom Hand
Car Wash in Scotch Plains. A team of workers lathered up the tires, cleaned the interior and hosed the car down until
it was sparkling clean and ready to roll.

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Friday, May 4, 8:00 P.M.
Three Seasons in The Sun

Friday, May 4, 9:00 P.M.
Men of the Intrpid - Part I

Friday, May 4, 9:30 P.M.
Men of the Intrpid - Part II

Sunday, May 7, 8:00 P.M.
Earth Day 2000 & Planting
of Wildflowers in Fanwood

Sunday, May 7, 8:30 P.M.
History of The Battleship NJ

Tuesday, May 9, 8:00 P.M.
Lions Club 50th Anniversary

Tuesday, May 9, 9:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum

Thursday, May 11, 8:00 P.M.
Monthly Council Meeting

Live Broadcast


