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Concepts &Thought

Oak Knoll School Celebrates
Anniversary of Grand Prix

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING…Among the parents of Oak Knoll students
who ensured the success of the school’s 25th Grand Prix event, pictured  left to
right, are: Rosemary Paparetto and Annegret DeVos of Mountainside and
Patricia Colbert of Westfield. All three women serve on the school’s Mothers’
Auxiliary Board, with Ms. DeVos serving as President.

SUMMIT – Oak Knoll School of
the Holy Child in Summit recently
celebrated the 25th Anniversary of
its annual Grand Prix auction/din-
ner dance, which raises funds to
benefit the school’s operating bud-
get.

The Grand Prix, held this year at
the Crystal Plaza in Livingston,
drew a crowd of over 300 parents
and friends of Oak Knoll. The
evening’s events, which included a
live auction, silent auction, Grand
Raffle, and a raffle to win a car or
$25,000 tuition voucher, raised
money for a number of renovation
projects planned at Oak Knoll.

For each of the past 25 years,
volunteers from the Mothers’ Aux-

iliary and the Fathers’ Club have
sponsored the Grand Prix event.
This year, the event was chaired by
the entire Auxiliary Board. The
president of the Auxil iary is
Annegret DeVos of Mountainside.

Redeemer Lutheran Posts
Honor, Credit Roll Awards

TREE HUGGING…The children in Bernadette Hoyer’s Pre-K Title 1 classes
at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains observed Arbor Day with
learning activities that celebrate the importance and beauty of trees. During a
tree hunt in the classroom, the students found everyday items that come from
trees. They sampled tree snacks such as apples, pears, oranges, figs, dates, olives,
coconut, maple syrup and chocolate. Pictured, above, Greg Purachev and Lynn
Babich thank a tree on the school’s lawn for producing so many interesting
things.

Union County College to Host
Open House Next Saturday

Business Honor Society
Welcomes Westfielder

WESTFIELD – Students from
the third through sixth grades at
Redeemer Lutheran School in
Westfield obtained either Honor
or Credit Roll Awards for the
quarterly marking period.

To qualify for the Credit Roll
Award, students must have all
“B’s” and at least one “A” in
subjects such as reading, social
studies, physical education, art,
spelling, religion, math, music
and handwriting, with no unsat-
isfactory grades in attitudes and
work habits.

To obtain an Honor Roll
Award, pupils must have all “A’s”

and good marks in the attitudes
and work habits.

The following students were
awarded: Erica Fischer, Jessica
Myers, Elizabeth Fredas, Marla
Pacifico, Francesca Muscatello,
Joshua Walsh, Dylan D’Joseph,
Alexandra Milteer, Ashley
Freudenheim, Jenifer Flinton,
J.R. Pacifico, Aliya Davis,
Kimberley Schielke, Jeremy
Frusco, Malcolm Allen, Justin
Alexander, Elizabeth Minski,
Jasmine Murrell, Kaylin Jaichon,
Andre Smith, Drew St. Lawrence,
Lawrence Davis and Michael
Mietlicki.

CRANFORD – Union County
College will hold an Open House
on Saturday, May 13, on its
Cranford Campus from 10 a.m. to
noon in the Roy W. Smith Theater.

Information will be presented on
admissions, financial aid, college
level entrance program, interna-
tional student requirements, pro-
grams of study, student activities
and transfer opportunities to four-
year schools.

Tours of the campus will also be
available along with information
on the college’s other campuses in
Elizabeth, Plainfield and Scotch
Plains.

For more information about

Union County College or the Open
House, please call Mary Beth Reilly
at (908) 709-7518 or send e-mail to
mreil222@hawk.ucc.edu.

JCC Announces Teen Israel
Scholarship Recipients

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey (JCC) Teen Department has
announced that four teenagers from
the area have been awarded schol-
arships to participate in Summer
Israel trips. These scholarships are
made possible by contributions to
the JCC Past President’s Israel Teen
Scholarship fund.

Mara Judd of Westfield will par-
ticipate in the NFTY summer Is-
rael program. She is a sophomore
at Westfield High School and a
longtime student at Temple Emanu-
El Hebrew School.

David Corman of Westfield will
join in the USY Israel Pilgrimage/
Poland Seminar this summer. He is
a sophomore at Solomon Schecter
Day School in West Orange.

Evan Statton of Westfield will
participate in a NFTY summer Is-
rael program in conjunction with
Camp Harlam. He is a sophomore
at Westfield High School.

Stefanie Forman of Westfield will
participate in the JCC Maccabi
Sports Spectacular. A sophomore
at Newark Academy, Stefanie is
involved at Temple Emanu-El and
has attended their Hebrew School
since kindergarten.

All four teenagers will compose
essays upon their return from Israel
documenting their trips. These es-
says will be printed in the JCC
Monthly Newsletter. Also, upon re-
turn, the teenagers will speak at a
JCC Teen Israel forum as well as
doing five hours of volunteer work
at the JCC.

The Learning Curve

Honor Society Welcomes
Jennifer Hostettler
At Rider University

WESTFIELD – Jennifer
Hostettler of Westfield, a jun-
ior at Rider University study-
ing journalism and biology, has
been inducted into the National
Communication Honor Soci-
ety, Lambda Pi Eta.

Point, Click and Learn: Welcome
The Benefits of the Digital Classroom

By JOHN KOWALIK

Point, click, and learn – “Futurists” in
the late 1900’s argued this vision of learn-
ing in the early 21st century. Enlightened
communities embraced each new, emerg-
ing technology as a means of revolution-
izing schools, hoping to effect demon-
strable changes in classroom dynamics
and improve how teachers teach and how
students learn.

Hope sprang eternal through the late
1980s and 1990s, as schools increased
technology budgets and raced to pur-
chase the latest most powerful comput-
ers and software upgrades.

Specialists were hired to design and
manage networks. Tech-savvy teachers
demanded training. Parents, feeling the
pressure to keep their kids ahead of “the
curve,” spent freely on technology for the
home.

But technology expenditures did not
yield immediate dividends. Standardized
test scores nationwide fell lower and
lower. In math and the sciences, Ameri-
can students fell further behind their coun-
terparts around the world. In addition,
schools began expending additional re-
sources to monitor and prevent misuse of
its technology.

A recent study (Stamats, 1999) indi-
cates that Internet use by teens may be
more for online “chats” and “Web-surf-
ing” than for learning.

So where are we? As spending grows,
are the results there, or have we created
high-tech entertainment with a greater
nuisance factor? To understand the true
impact of technology on schools, we
must examine efficiency in the delivery
of instruction and the effectiveness of
technology on learning.

Efficiency concerns itself with the uti-
lization of resources — time, money,
energy, human labor and the like. A
process becomes more efficient as it re-
quires fewer resources, time or money,
for example, while it maintains or im-
proves current effectiveness.

Moore’s law forecasts that techno-
logical advancements would double com-
puter processing speed every 18 months
without an associated rise in cost. Fur-
ther, the same processing speed today
should cost half as much in 18 months.

Although not precise, Moore’s law
has held over time as more powerful, less
expensive processors have driven per-
sonal computer costs below the $1,000
level. Truly efficient.

In education, this efficiency has al-
lowed schools to purchase more comput-
ing power. With the growth of technol-
ogy, there has arisen a more extensive use
of e-mail in educational institutions. E-
mail has created a platform for commu-
nication, idea exchange and discussion
among school constituencies that was
not previously available. It continues to
improve communication among students,
faculty, parents and administrators.

Less time is spent trading phone calls
and messages or in meetings, giving
teachers more time for their primary role
of educating.

Further, Internet technology allows
students quicker access to quality infor-
mation. The truly efficient student knows
how to conduct a Web search that not
only reduces time but also yields more
productive results. Teachers can inte-
grate information into curriculum more
quickly than ever before. Access to online
information eliminates the need to physi-
cally travel to libraries, research centers
or archives. A true time and energy saver.

The advent of school and teacher Web
sites has made the delivery of instruction
more efficient. Course syllabi, assign-
ments, and school calendar information
are easily available on Web sites. Online
information diminishes the effect of mis-
placed notes, missed mailings or related
impediments. Moreover, posting lesson
plans on a Web site allows parents in-
creased familiarity with course content
and provides them greater opportunity to
become real partners in their child’s edu-
cation.

Many college Web sites also have
proven to be efficient tools. Virtual tours,
on line applications and detailed major
and graduation requirements have al-

lowed students to prescreen colleges,
familiarize themselves with the school
and make application in a cost and time
saving manner. In addition, technology
has streamlined administrative services
through online course registration, sched-
uling, access to grades, and similar func-
tions.

Technology clearly has yielded im-
portant dividends relating to efficiency in
schools. But has technology been effec-
tive in improving learning and knowl-
edge? Word processing software pro-
vides text editing capabilities in a man-
ner that pen and paper or a typewriter
would not allow.

“Cut and paste” saves time in rewrit-
ing. But there is no evidence to suggest
that students write better or learn more
with word processors.

Until recently, gains in effectiveness
were marginal. The increased use of
Internet technology in schools, however,
has provided rapid advances in effective-
ness. Distance learning, once the domain
of less than impressive correspondence
course firms, has emerged as a powerful
force in higher education.

Some high schools and many univer-
sities have enhanced their course offer-
ings through Internet technology and CD
ROMs. How is this effective? Talented
students who move beyond traditional
curriculum no longer have to languish in
classes for which they are overqualified
and suffer through material that they
already know.

The EPGY (Educational Program for
Gifted Youth) program, coordinated by
Stanford University, allows high school
students nationwide to take higher level
mathematics courses, once offered only
at the university level. These students
learn what was once available only to a
privileged few – quite an effective pro-
gram.

Ventures like eCollege.com partner
with universities to create online educa-
tional platforms to enhance learning. Stu-
dents have the ability to review lectures
and course material on demand (when
they have the time), which increases the
likelihood that subject matter is learned.

Smartboards (“high tech” whiteboards)
are used in schools, like St. Lawrence
University, to record notes written on the
board for later review. Virtual Ink has
developed the “Mimio Boardcast,” which
has tremendous potential to enhance
learning. Attached to any white board, a
mimio digitally captures each handwrit-
ten note and can stream it (through a
RealPlayer) with the audio from a lec-
ture.

Thus, each stroke of a marker is re-
corded as it is written and is synchro-
nized with the lecture. Classes can be
hosted online or archived for later on-
demand viewing. Teaching in real time is
a major advance for e-learning and for
students not physically at a school. In
addition, the ability to retrieve a lecture
and its notes enhances learning for any
student. This learning breakthrough is
not only effective but also efficient as
time is saved, and the cost of a mimio is
under $500, while a RealPlayer can be
downloaded free!

Students enjoy the Internet and typi-
cally embrace assignments that are tech-
nologically driven. As more technology
becomes available and we close the digi-
tal divide for all students, advances in
learning will be made as effective as they
are now efficient.

*  *  *  *  *
John Kowalik currently is the Dean of

School and Assistant Headmaster at
Delbarton School in Morristown. He
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Political Science from Williams College
and earned his Masters Degree in Edu-
cational Administration from Columbia
University, Teachers College.

Much of his postgraduate work and
personal study is focused on leadership
and organizational excellence. Mr.
Kowalik has taught computer science
and Advanced Placement European His-
tory at Delbarton School, and continues
to serve as the school’s head football
coach.

WESTFIELD – Michael F.
Rodihan, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Bob Rodihan of Westfield, was
recently inducted into Beta
Gamma Sigma, the business
honor society, at James Madison
University in Harrisonburg, Va.

Michael will graduate in May
from the university with a Bach-
elor of Business Administration
Degree in Management.

County Historical Group
To Award Area Pupils
The Union County Historical So-

ciety will award outstanding his-
tory students at six Union County
high schools at a program on Sun-
day, June 4, at 2:30 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall of the Third Westminister
Presbyterian Church, North Avenue
at Salem Avenue, Elizabeth.

The names of the schools were
selected in a drawing at the Febru-
ary meeting. This year, they will be
from Hillside, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Westfield, Cranford high
schools, Benedictine Academy and
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child.

The names of schools selected
are removed annually until the
schools have been selected. Then,
the process will begin again. The
students will receive a plaque and
$150 each.

Please send all
Education News to:

michelle@goleader.com!

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ

Elegant
Marble

Staircases

Easy Access
From Rts.
78 & 287

Known for generations for Steaks, Prime Ribs, Seafood

www.weddingsatpantagis.com

FOR AN ELEGANT
MOTHER�S DAY BUFFET

Chef Carved - Turkey, Prime Ribs, Ham & Lamb
Shrimp - Clams - Viennese Table - Fresh Fruit

RESERVE EARLY $23.95
per
person

LUNCHON
SPECIALS

$545

from

WEDDING
DREAMS

$3495

• 5½ Hour Open Bar • Hors D’oeuvers
• Full Course Dinner • Tiered Wedding
Cake • Silver Candelabras • Flaming
Jubilee Show • Private Bridal Rooms

• White Glove French Service

from

DINNER
SPECIALS

$1095

from

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688

SUMMER PROGRAMS

AVAILABLE

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits

Dughi & Hewit P.C. • 340 North Ave, Cranford

Snoring may be 
a symptom of sleep
apnea, a potentially life-
threatening sleep disorder
linked to high blood pressure,
stroke and heart attack. If you
think you or someone you love may
be at risk, call for an appointment today.

Diagnosis and treatment of 
pediatric sleep disorders also available.

A T L A N T I C  H E A LT H  S Y S T E M

    Morristown Memorial Hospital

SNOR ING

Call 973-971- 4567 • Sleep Disorder Center
Accredited by American Sleep Disorder Association

ARE YOU
IGNORING A
WARNING
SIGN?


