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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Maria�s Scotch Plains
 Best Kept Secret !

Homemade Ravoili • Pasta Entreés • Pizza
Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9 p.m.

381 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains
Eat-in • (908) 322-2322 • Take Out

Pizza Days
Sun-Wed

$6. 95
Take-Out Only

Now Accepting
Visa - Master Card

Amex - Diner’s Club
and Cash

Cooking Almost

as good as Moms!

Come Treat M
om to a

 special meal!

Call Us To Cater Your Next Event
Graduations •  Father’s Day
Memorial Day • Pool Parties

Letters to the Editor

SP’s  Park Parent Teacher Association
Acknowledges Middle School Staff

Husband’s Treatment at Recent
SPF BOE Meeting Offends Writer

Paramedic Asks Public to Yield
To Emergency Vehicles on the Road

Please pull to the right; it can save
someone’s life. I am writing to you
because of my concern over delayed
emergency vehicle response times.

I have been a Paramedic for almost 20
years. I have seen and managed many
emergencies during that time. Through-
out these years there have been tremen-
dous strides in emergency medicine. My
heart attack patients used to be called
victims. Now we can reverse heart at-
tacks while they are still happening.
More recently the same has held true for
stroke patients.

Unfortunately what hasn’t changed

with all the life-saving procedures we
do, is that time is of the essence. Minutes
equal Life. Getting to an emergency call
is still as difficult as when I began in this
profession.

People still do not yield to emergency
vehicles. Obviously these people don’t
realize what a difference they could
make. I urge you to remind your readers
that they can help save a life by yielding
to emergency vehicles. It could be their
house we are responding to.

Jeffrey Anthony DeChellis
Union

I am writing in response to a Letter to
the Editor that appeared in your paper
from Patricia Romano on April 20. It
appears that she took offense to a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
member’s treatment of a resident who
expressed his opinion regarding a deci-
sion made by the board.

That resident happens to be my hus-
band and I, too, am very upset about the
commentary made regarding him by
board member Richard Meade.

I wanted to let everyone know that my
husband has been actively involved in
this community for the last 40 years.
Recently, he has been dissatisfied with
decisions that have been made and is
trying to express his concerns by voicing
his opinion. I find it most disheartening
that by just giving his opinion, he gets
publicly belittled and written off as a
“trouble maker.”

Just maybe, if any member of this
board took the time to listen to him for a
change, and not just dismiss him be-
cause he is questioning their judgment,
they just might learn something about

the history of this community and the
real people who live here — not just
those who benefit from these decisions.

Mr. Meade, as far as we are con-
cerned, you are a newcomer to this com-
munity.

How would you like it if someone
singled your wife out and humiliated her
the way you humiliated my husband at a
public meeting? I thought we live in a
democracy and the object of a public
meeting was to be able to voice your
opinion!

Those who know my husband, realize
his efforts are genuine and his attach-
ment to this community is very strong.
Over the years, board members have
come and gone, but my husband still
continues to remain involved. He is not
a “trouble-maker” but more like a voice
of the real people who live in this com-
munity that have grown tired of those
who do not listen and make the wrong
choices for us and continually vote on
issues as they are instructed to.

Jo Meola
Scotch Plains

Beginning May 6th
The Pokémon League

Little Shop
of Comics

356 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains • 322-9402

Mon-Fri 12-7 • Sat 11-5
Sun 12-5

Come See Us At Our  New Location

The Park Middle School PTA would
like to publicly acknowledge the entire
staff of Park Middle School, as we cel-
ebrate National PTA Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week, May 1 through May 5.

Park Middle School is a special place
where students receive attention and
encouragement from a dedicated group
of professionals. The middle school years
are very challenging and the students at
Park are fortunate to have this group of
adults to accompany them on their edu-
cational journey. The staff helps to in-
still in our children a love of learning and
a positive attitude about themselves that
they will carry with them throughout

their lives.
On behalf of every member of Park’s

family, the PTA would like to thank each
member of the staff, our Principal, Rocco
Collucci, our Assistant Principal, Theresa
Elias, the teachers, the secretaries, aides,
cafeteria staff and custodians for mak-
ing a real difference in our children’s
lives. We also thank them for fostering
the care and concerned atmosphere that
makes Park a wonderful place to spend
the middle school years.

Susan Bethea
Park Middle School

PTA First Vice President
Scotch Plains

When attendees were asked about
questions they have on networking,
engineer Joseph Biren of Westfield
asked how one should separate pro-
fessional from personal business as-
sociates.

Ms. Blazer said friends can pro-
vide a strong base of new contacts.
They also are unique in that they can
offer a strong personal introduction
when recommending someone to
their business associates.

Ms. Blazer emphasized the im-
portance of a “Web to Web” hand-
shake and eye contact when meeting
new people. She said both help build
what she described as an “attitude of
success.”

When attending a group function,
such as a Chamber event, Ms. Littell
said it is important to write a per-
sonal note on the back of each busi-
ness card obtained during the event.
The note is intended as a mental
reminder when reviewing business
cards at some later point.

A Christmas Card list is another
useful tool to use for business con-
tacts as are advertising booklets ob-
tained during fundraisers.

Ms. Blazer recommended the use
of a mirror near the phone when
making a call to a potential business
associate. This is intended to ensure
that a positive image is projected
over the phone.

Attendees were given a number of
short exercises including shaking
hands, introducing themselves to
other attendees at their table and
exchanging business cards.

The new HOTLINC service will
offer members low cost business
training, business leads and refer-
rals, networking and community
events to build a business. Monthly
meetings will be held as well as
roundtable discussions.

Dedication to Family, Local Community
Earns Fred Chemidlin Special Recognition

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There are
lots of nice things that can be said
about Fred J. Chemidlin, Jr. But, don’t
ask him to share them.

The founder and president of Fam-
ily Investors Company in Fanwood,
Mr. Chemidlin spoke reticently with
The Westfield Leader and The Times
about the myriad community service
activities that earned him special rec-
ognition from the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club at last night’s an-
nual Volunteer Recognition Dinner.

Born in Plainfield, Mr. Chemidlin
grew up in Fanwood, the eldest of 11
children. He lived on North Avenue
where his family raised chickens and
sold eggs from a small farm. He and his
wife, Barbara, today reside in Westfield.

With six children, two stepdaugh-
ters and 17 grandchildren, he said he
is “a big believer in a family approach”
to life — one of the reasons he
launched Family Investors, an invest-
ment planning company serving fami-
lies and businesses. The company cel-
ebrates its 40th anniversary this year.

In keeping with the spirit of family
business, Mr. Chemidlin works along-
side two sons, a brother, a sister and
one of his stepdaughters.

According to him, however, the re-
ality is that anybody in the business is
part of the family.

The former U.S. Air Force pilot
served in the Korean War. He received
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Fi-
nance from Seton Hall University on
the G.I. Bill.

A Rotarian for more than 30 years,
Mr. Chemidlin held the office of Sec-
retary from 1969-1971 and served as
Club President in 1973-1974. In 1980,
he was awarded a Paul Harris Fellow,
one of the most prestigious honors in
the Rotary. Paul Harris founded the
Rotary.

This year, Mr. Chemidlin is co-chair-
ing the club’s Gift of Life Program,
which will soon be bringing a child
from the Dominican Republic into the
U.S. for surgery. His colleagues credit
his generosity with being the catalyst
for other charitable members of the
club to help the rotary realize its fiscal
goal for the Gift of Life program — in
just one day.

Under Mr. Chemidlin’s leadership,
and with his financial support, The
Fanwood Foundation was established
several years ago. The Foundation is
designed to support the needs of the
people of Fanwood, and has grown to
become a viable resource for needy
citizens, thanks to Mr. Chemidlin’s
investment acumen.

His commitment to community in-
volvement sparked his association
with numerous local organizations
over the years, including the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Jaycees, the Fanwood
Board of Adjustment, the Fanwood
Old Men’s League and St. Bart’s Old
Timers Softball League. He also

lion. The YMCA presented Mr.
Chemidlin with its Distinguished Ser-
vice award in 1995.

In the past, Mr. Chemidlin hosted a
radio program called “Money Line,”
and wrote a regular investment col-
umn for local papers entitled
“Investor’s Corner.”

He also serves as a lay minister for
his church, making monthly calls to
talk about tithing (setting aside a por-
tion of income in support of one’s
church) to different congregations. His
message in these talks shines clear in
the way he has lived his life: “The
more you give, the more you get back.”

“I’ve been very fortunate,” said Mr.
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served as a past president of the St.
Helen’s Parish Council in Westfield.

Mr. Chemidlin presently sits on the
Rotary Garby Foundation Board of
Directors, which helps to distribute
endowments through scholarships to
students in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

Other current responsibilities in-
clude service as a Trustee of the
Fanwood Policemen’s Bulletproof
Vest Fund, Inc., a organization he
founded. A volunteer at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA since 1970, he
is a member of the Y’s Board of Trust-
ees and chairs the YMCA Endow-
ment Committee.

About 10 years ago, Mr. Chemidlin
co-chaired the Y’s Building Fund
Campaign, and raised nearly $1 mil-

Chemidlin, who was quick to acknowl-
edge “there are a lot of good people in
this area.”

“This is a very good family area and
I want to make sure it stays that way,”
he said. Judging from Mr. Chemidlin’s
lifelong service to and leadership in
the community, he is certainly doing
his part.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
FOUR DECADES OF SERVICE...Fanwood-based Family Investors is cel-
ebrating their 40th anniversary of service to the area. Pictured, left to right, are:
Pete, Fred and Joe Chemidlin, and Ed Sjonell.


