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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
VOTE FOR OUR GUY...Republican Congressional candidate Patrick Morrisey,
center, and his campaign staffers were out meeting potential Primary Election
voters at Westfield’s Spring Fling street festival held last Sunday.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
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• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

March 16 � 7:30pm
Scotch Plains Municipal Building

430 Park Avenue
For questions or additional information please call

(908) 654-0553 or (908) 233-5307

Attention all Residents:

You are legally entitled to be heard on this matter:
Bowcraft Amusement Parks is planning

an expansion that includes plans for
A WATERSLIDE AND WATERPARK

 including over 500 parking spaces.

TONIGHT

~
� A substantial increase in traffic, congestion and accidents in

and around the surrounding area and neighborhoods and on
Route 22 itself. Increases in automobile, N.J. transit and pedes-
trian traffic are all areas of  consideration.

� Quality of Life issues including the substantial increases in Noise
Pollution and Litter.

� Increases in the demands, and the associated costs, upon all
Emergency Services including the Police and Volunteer Rescue
Squad. The  possible lack of  availability and increase in response
time of  these services to the general public.

� The impact on the image and Small Town feeling of  the entire
community.

� The impact and potential decrease in property values in the sur-
rounding communities. A local Realtor has strongly stated that
the proposed changes �will have a dramatic impact on residen-
tial property values.�

May 4 � 7:00pm
$50

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

For Each New Activation on any Calling Plan $29.99 & Up.

©2000 AT&T. Credit approval required. AT&T Advantage Plus Plans required a one-year contract and a Digital multi-network phone and a subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. $25 activation fee promotion is available to new activations only o n AT&T Advantage Plus Plans $29.99 monthly
and above for the first 6 months of service. Promotional minutes apply only to airtime used in your home calling area, applicab le long distance charges additional. Domestic calls only. Airtime for each call is measured in full minutes and rounded up to t he next full minute. Included and promotional minutes
cannot be carried over to any other month. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Included minutes are for airtime only. Out-of-bucket minutes range from 43 to 60 cents each. Wireless long distance and roaming charges may apply and are set forth in your calling plan.
Coverage available in most areas. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Full terms and conditions are contained in the AT&T Wireless Services Guide, Rate Sheet or Calling Plan brochures. Promotional offer expires March 31, 2000 and may not be
combined with any other promotional offer. Other restrictions may apply. Rate plan package must be purchased if requesting additional $9.99 per month 100 nights & weekend minutes. See store for details.

Free – Caller ID •  Call Waiting • Voicemail • Call Forwarding • Text Messaging

$99
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Receive 200 Additional Anytime Minutes
Each Month For The First Six Months

When You Sign Up For Any
AT&T Digital One Rate Calling Plan

AT&T Digital One Rate

Visit Our Virtual Store for All
Your Communication Needs

www.cellsig.com
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Maryanne Connelly Says
Michael Lapolla Should Quit
As Union County Manager

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Democratic Seventh Congres-
sional District Primary race has be-
come heated with Maryanne S.
Connelly asking Michael J. Lapolla
to step down from his job as Union
County Manager.

Mr. Lapolla’s campaign manager,
Angie Bowen, told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that the county man-
ager will continue to lead the county
during his Congressional campaign.

Ms. Bowen noted that Ms.
Connelly in her 1998 campaign re-
ceived donations from Fanwood
Borough employees and those who
did business with the borough yet
she did not step down as mayor.

Mr. Lapolla, who has had the
$100,000 plus salaried post for three
years, officially entered the Con-
gressional race in January.

His opponent has charged that Mr.
Lapolla raised over $70,000 from
employees and vendors of the County
of Union as well as employees of
other governments operating in the
county such as the Elizabeth Board
of Education.

A review of Mr. Lapolla’s FEC
report by The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
revealed over $32,000 came from
some 55 individual contributions
from county employees.

Mrs. Connelly has said Mr. Lapolla
should step down as county manager
to “remove any conflicts of interest.”

“I think it’s inappropriate for a pub-
lic official to raise money from his
employees. In fact, if Mr. Lapolla
were in Congress, it would be illegal,”
said Mrs. Connelly in a press release
issued by her campaign office. “When
your boss asks you to contribute to his
campaign, especially if you have a
political job or appointment, it’s pretty
hard to say no.”

Sujata Tejwani, Connelly for Con-
gress Campaign Manager, told The
Leader and The Times that the deci-
sion now rests with Mr. Lapolla.

“We are proud of what we did. We
raised $450,000 in nine weeks. I
think that was a result of belief in
Michael’s candidacy,” she said. “I
don’t think (county employee and
vendor contributions) is an issue. I
think it is a by-product of his base (of
support).”

She noted contributors, whether it
be his family, county vendors or busi-

ness associates, have known Mr.
Lapolla for 20 or more years. Since
he grew up in Elizabeth where his
family has had ties for over 40 years,
Ms. Bowen noted, Mr. Lapolla gen-
erated a lot of contributions from this
area.

He served on the freeholder board
in the early to late 1980s, worked for
both former Governor Jim Florio and
former U.S. Senator Bill Bradley
and was Union County First Assis-
tant Prosecutor prior to being named
Union County Manager in 1997.

By comparison, a good portion of
Ms. Connelly’s money came from
self-employed persons and retirees
as well as a portion from AT&T
employees. Ms. Connelly, who re-
tired after many years as a human
resources executive with AT&T, has
been endorsed by the AT&T Politi-
cal Action Committee (PAC).

A review of her latest FEC report,
with contributions listed for the first
three months of 2000, showed that
Ms. Connelly received over $15,000
from self-employed contributors and
just under $10,000 from retirees.
Another $2,550 came from AT&T
employees.

In total fundraising efforts, Mr.
Lapolla raised the most contribu-
tions among District 7 Democratic
candidates with $443,890 followed
by Ms. Connelly at $333,524, War-
ren Township Committeeman Jeff
Golkin at $141,736 and Civil Rights
attorney Joel Farley at $11,275.

Ms. Connelly loaned her campaign
$125,000 and now has listed avail-
able cash of $189,048.

Mr. Lapolla has $396,378 in avail-
able cash entering the last month of
the campaign.

On the Republican side, the cam-
paign of Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield
last week took a pot shot at opponent
Patrick Morrisey of Westfield, stat-
ing that while the candidate claims
to be running an anti-establishment
campaign he has raised more than
$38,000 from Political Action Com-
mittees.

“In addition, more than 73 percent
of his itemized donations from indi-
viduals come from outside New Jer-
sey,” according to a press release
issued April 25 by the campaign.

Mr. Morrisey said the attack by the
Kean Campaign indicates that he
(Mr. Morrisey) is now being recog-
nized as a strong contender in the
primary.

Mtsd. Dems to Hold Event
For Endorsed Candidates

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Democratic Club has
invited those candidates endorsed
by the Union County Democratic
Committee for congressional,
county and local Mountainside of-
fices to speak to the community
beginning at 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
May 10, in the auditorium at
Brighton Gardens, 1350 Route 22
West, Mountainside.

Participating candidates will in-
clude U.S. Senate candidate Jon
Corzine of Summit, Congressional
candidate Michael J. Lapolla of
Westfield and Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi who is seeking re-
election. Also invited are Freehold-
ers seeking reelection, Chester
Holmes of Rahway, Alexander
Mirabella of Roselle Park and
Deborah Scanlon of Union.

Also participating will be
Mountainside Borough Council can-
didates Steven Brociner and John
Shackelford.

Michael Krasner, Mountainside
Democratic Chairman, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that only
those candidates endorsed by the
committee have been invited to par-
ticipate. He said he felt it was “ap-
propriate” at this time to only in-
clude those candidates in a forum.

Thus Congressional candidates
Maryanne S. Connelly of Fanwood,
Joel Farley of Westfield and Jeff
Golkin of Warren have not been in-

vited.
Mrs. Connelly is running on a bal-

lot line headed by Senate candidate
James J. Florio of Metuchen, Clerk
hopeful Stanley J. Moskal of Eliza-
beth and Freeholders candidates
Becky McHugh of Linden, Steven
Madonna of New Providence and Pat
Fallon of Roselle Park. All have also
not been invited to the Mountainside
event.

“This is an opportunity to hear
candidates’ views and answer (the
community’s) questions on Social
Security, education, health care,
crime, transportation, and local is-
sues important to all voters,” Mr.
Krasner stated in a press release.

More information may be obtained
on the event by calling Mr. Krasner
at (908) 654-5167.

Lapolla Criticizes Connelly
For Serving on Task Force

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict candidate Michael J. Lapolla this
week announced his strong opposition to
school voucher programs, saying these
programs take money away from public
schools. He called vouchers a “blight on
public education.”

“Vouchers take the resources we des-
perately need to improve our public
schools and redirects them to private,
parochial institutions,” he responded.

During a press conference held Mon-
day in front of the Hannah Caldwell
School in Union, Mr. Lapolla criticized
one of his opponents in the upcoming
Democratic Primary, Maryanne S.
Connelly, for being “out of step with the
common sense voters in New Jersey”
with regard to vouchers.

He referred to her participation on
Republican Governor Christine Todd
Whitman’s Advisory Panel on School
Vouchers in 1995.

“The panel’s stated purpose was to
propose legislation to implement a tu-
ition school voucher program,” he said
in a prepared statement.

“They (the Whitman Administration)
made it very clear that dissenting opin-
ions were not welcome. She had an
opportunity to represent the public school
children of this state and chose not to,”
Mr. Lapolla told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Mrs. Connelly’s Campaign Manager,
Sujata Tejwani, responded that Mrs.
Connelly is “adamantly opposed to any-
thing that would take money away from
public education, including school
vouchers.”

She said Mrs. Connelly’s inclusion on
the committee helped form an even
greater opposition to vouchers.

“She (Mrs. Connelly) is strongly com-
mitted to public education,” said Ms.
Tejwani.

Ms. Tejwani released a letter from the
New Jersey Education Association en-
dorsing Mrs. Connelly in her previous

Congressional run in October 1998, three
years after she served on the vouchers
advisory panel.

“Maryanne is a strong advocate for
public education and is opposed to pri-
vate school vouchers, tuition tax credits
and any other direct or indirect mecha-
nism to channel public funds to private
schools,” stated 1998 NJEA Political
Action Committee Co-Chairwomen
Ramona Russell and Regina Edwards in
their letter.

Mr. Lapolla, who serves as Union
County Manager, noted that voucher
legislation proposed by the state would
cost $70 million and drive property taxes
“even higher.” He said that, under vouch-
ers, the state would have no ability to
“dictate” who receives vouchers, noting
that anyone who meets the set criteria
would have to be approved.

Assemblyman Neil Cohen of Linden
(D-21st) said public school education in
the future may have to be judged by the
careers students eventually choose, as
opposed to basing the quality of public
schools solely on test scores.

“Maryanne, in no uncertain terms, is
an assassin of the public school educa-
tion system. She went on the task force,
which she could have declined to do.

Saying she “didn’t go there to try and
make it (public education) better,” he
noted that Mrs. Connelly supported the
majority opinion, rather than joining
two dissenters in a minority report which
supported a public school choice plan
but opposed using public tax dollars to
support private and/or parochial school
vouchers.

“While public school education is
available to all people, vouchers are not
under any plan. There is just not enough
money to go around and fund two com-
plete school systems,” he said.

Assemblyman Cohen questioned as
to who would make the decision on
vouchers and which students would be
granted them.

He said vouchers, if passed, could be
the possible “beginning of the end of the
public school system.”


