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Arts & Entertainment
Westfield  Symphony Tour to Open Doors
To Five of Town�s Most Notable Homes

WESTFIELD – Balconies laced
by white wrought-iron provide
just a hint of the luxury apartment
that overlooks East Broad Street.
However, one flight up from a row
of retail establishments on the
street is a 10,000 square foot, two-
story mansion designed and built
by local developer, James Ward.

The apartment is one of five
distinguished Westfield residences
that will be showcased on Satur-
day, May 6, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
as part of the 16th Annual Tour of
Notable Homes sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO).

This event will mark the first
time an apartment has been in-

NEW ORLEANS NOTABLE IN WESTFIELD...One of the New Or-
leans-style apartments on East Broad Street will be featured on
Saturday, May 6, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. as part of the 16th Annual
Tour of Notable Homes sponsored by the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra.

Area Youth Plan
Performances

With Symphony
MURRAY HILL – The New Jer-

sey Youth Symphony has an-
nounced that several local youth
will perform “Die Walküre” by
Richard Wagner on Saturday, May
13, at 8 p.m. at Nicholas Music
Center at Rutgers University,
Douglass College.

These students include:
Fanwood’s Kaliq Chang and Jef-
frey Woo; Mountainside’s Kristin
Joham and Emily Porch; and
Westfield’s Andy Bhasin, Emily
Chen, Robert Hwang, David
Louie, Victoria McCabe, Diane
Park, Rosemary Topar, Margaret
Wei and Christina Yang.

Free Dance Concert
Offered in Honor
Of Dance Week

WESTFIELD – To mark National
Dance Week, the Westfield Dance
Company (WDC), a young peoples
dance company, will hold its an-
nual Spring Concert, “Dance in the
Park,” on Saturday, May 6, at 1
p.m. at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

The rain date will be Sunday,
May 7, at the same time and place.

This year, the WDC will present
a variety of dance styles including
ballet, tap and modern set to music
from classical to contemporary.

The concert is free and open to
the public. For more informa-
tion, please call The Westfield
School of Dance at (908) 789-
3011.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Love and Basketball
Could Use More Bounce

2 & 1/2 popcorns

In Love and Basketball, it’s obvious
from the opening tip-off: A mutual love
for B-ball will intertwine the lives of
Quincy McCall (Omar Epps) and the
tomboy next door.

Monica Wright (Sanaa Lathan), a
spunky 11-year-old who prefers sweats
to skirts, issues the initial challenge
shortly after moving into the predomi-
nantly black, upper-middle-class neigh-
borhood in Los Angeles. Walking onto
Quincy’s court in search of a game, a
baseball cap concealing her feminine
tresses, indeed she sets a much bigger
game in motion.

This and other early sequences are
preceded by the slightly precious head-
ing, “First Quarter.” We get the meta-
phorical allusion; there will be three
more quarters to delineate the stages of
Monica and Quincy’s relationship.

Unfortunately, it also feels like there’s
an overtime as this otherwise engaging
and pleasantly hopeful romance saga
dallies too long in the backcourt of its
story-line before going up for the point.
On the plus side, it is interesting to note
the social responsibility and instructive
zeal exhibited (few movies actually pause
a love scene to underline the importance
of safe sex). But without adequate verve
injected between the moral platitudes,
the story never kindles our complete
imagination.

While Omar Epps and Sanaa Lathan
score fairly solid performances given the
limited parameters of the story, lacklustre
writing keeps them from flourishing into
fully three-dimensional characters.

Spike Lee co-produces with Sam Kitt.
So you can be assured that there are
sociological ruminations aplenty. For
starters, the two neighboring families are
analyzed and compared in the fashion of
an abridged, African-American version
of Our Town.

While Monica’s dad (Harry J. Lennix)
is a college grad bank executive and
Mom (Alfre Woodard) is a homemaker
(with her unfulfilled ambitions serving
as a sub-plot), Quincy’s father (Dennis
Haysbert) is an NBA star in the twilight
of his career with no college degree to
fall back on. But the lion’s share of
character emphasis is devoted to Monica’s
basketball prowess as a function of
female liberation....namely her desire to
excel in a sport still largely dominated by
men.

Miss Lathan takes center court and
hogs it, albeit it with grace and physical
eloquence.

In their legendary first basketball
match, ostensibly an inter-gender varia-
tion on the Caine and Abel tale, Monica
acquires a scar, literally and figuratively,
for life. Shortly thereafter, Quincy asks
Monica to be his girl; they kiss to seal the
deal. And then what Quincy has learned
at home enters into the mix, setting the
stage for the first of an unending se-
quence of squabbles.

Fast-forward to “Chapter Two,” featur-

ing the senior prom. In the best of
romantic traditions, both have dates with
someone else. Of course, they only have
eyes for each other. Is it any surprise
what happens after the soiree?

And that’s part of the problem. No
surprises. Energetically, painstakingly and
dutifully, Love and Basketball moves on
its high-minded convictions, trudging
the most predictable of paths toward its
both noble and self-satisfying goals. And
along the way it says a lot of big things
about a lot of little subjects. But after the
scattershot discourses on every hot topic
under the sun play out, it isn’t quite
certain if Ms. Prince’s movie has a plot
motive beyond its surface preachings.

Chapters 3 and 4 follow the on-again,
off-again lovers to college and beyond.
And in a bit of contrivance for conve-
nience sake, they just so happen to
attend the same college. There, the pe-
rennial competition both on and off the
court reaches new heights. They have
been alternately cheering and disparag-
ing each other’s basketball careers since
high school; but now their love affair gets
its biggest test when a crisis at home tears
Quincy’s world asunder.

Busy with her game, Monica is ac-
cused of not being there for her troubled
beau. Presented with no particular pa-
nache, these operatic doings make for
only fair to middling diversion.

But let’s forget about the purely dra-
matic end for a moment. Even if Love and
Basketball had an impressive artsy-craftsy
quotient, it would still have to be up-
braided for its disappointing action se-
quences. Unlike some of its more es-
teemed colleagues — One On One,
Hoosiers and He Got Game — director
Prince’s contribution to the genre rarely
ever follows a game sequence more than
four steps before cutting away; tension is
attempted by concentrating on the
scoreboard.

We are expected to take the writer’s
word for it that Monica and Quincy are
really that good. And that’s too bad.
Because failure to illustrate the poetic
choreography of the game and the role
it plays in the sociology of those who
love it is to miss the basket altogether.

Swerving wide of the ghetto-based
hip-hop flicks dotting the cinema land-
scape of late, Ms. Prince’s hormonal
hoopsters are no more threatening than
Andy Hardy and Polly Benedict. When
Monica and Quincy refer to their homes
as “cribs,” it sounds artificial.

The attempt to dispel stereotypes is
commendable. Yet while a well-inten-
tioned, model framework for the moral-
ity tale it imparts, in the end Love and
Basketball is unable to rebound from the
filmic fouls it commits.

*  *  *  *  *
Love and Basketball, rated PG-13, is

a New Line Cinema release directed by
Gina Prince and stars Sanaa Lathan,
Omar Epps and Alfre Woodard. Running
time: 118 minutes.

cluded on the Tour. Andrea
McDermott, Home Tour 2000 Chair,
stated that there is tremendous
interest in this particular address
as so many area residents watched
the downtown renovation occur.

Mr. Ward’s affection for New
Orleans, where the signature bal-
conies were built, and his appre-
ciation for 18th century French ar-
chitecture and design are evident
throughout the apartment.

A Grand Salon with gold-gilded
molding is lit from above by a
crystal chandelier which hangs
from a vaulted 24-foot ceiling. Off
the salon is a library where red silk
damask walls provide the back-
drop for several pieces of Mr.

Ward’s art collection and a floor-
to-ceiling bookcase stocked with
books that reflect the owner’s in-
terests, from architecture to travel.

A garden atrium with 14-foot by
14-foot skylight and a dramatic,
fully operational water fountain
provides the transition to the din-
ing room and the step-down coun-
try-style kitchen lit by six over-
head chandeliers. A spiral stair-
case leads from the atrium to a
balcony-wrapped second-floor that
includes a master bedroom mod-
eled after a room in the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art.

“Drama, diversity and an atten-
tion to detail are the hallmarks of
this year’s Home Tour,” said Ms.
McDermott, “and the Ward Man-
sion offers all three.”

Also included on this year’s tour
is a seven-bedroom, five-fireplace
Victorian situated in Stoneleigh
Park, one of the first planned com-
munities in the United States and a
district listed on the national and
state registry of historic sites. Built
in 1905, the home has been re-
stored by its owner, Anne Bossi, to
its original luster.

A 1910 post-Victorian era home,
a Georgian Colonial and a French
Normandy-style Tudor complete
the selection of homes that will be
open for viewing on May 6.

Live classical music will be per-
formed at two of the homes and
free refreshments will be avail-
able. Tour visitors will also be able
to take advantage of a spring plant
sale and an extensive raffle for gift
baskets.

All proceeds from the day’s ac-
tivities will directly benefit the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
now in its 17th season and under
the leadership of Maestro David
Wroe.

Tickets for the tour will cost $20
if purchased in advance and $25
the day of the tour. Ticket outlets
include: Baron’s Drug Store,
Burgdorff Realtors, Coldwell
Banker, Lancaster, Ltd., Prudential
New Jersey Realty, The Town Bank
of Westfield and Weichert Real-
tors, all of Westfield, as well as
Patterson’s Interiors in
Mountainside, Irma’s Hallmark in
Fanwood, Floral Expressions in
Garwood and Frog Hollow Gal-
lery in Summit.

Trent Johnson,
 Donald Batchelder

Set Millburn  Concert
MILLBURN — Trent Johnson of

Westfield will play the concluding
concert in the first three decades
of recitals on the 1970 Beckerath
pipe organ at St. Stephen’s Church
in Millburn at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
May 7.

Trent Johnson

Donald Batchelder

A special feature of the pro-
gram, including the Bach Prelude
and Fugue in G Major (BWV 541)
and Hindemith’s Second Organ
Sonata, will be the world premiere
of Mr. Johnson’s own Concertino
for Trumpet and Organ, for which
he will be joined by trumpeter
Donald Batchelder. The two will
also be heard together in the Tartini
Trumpet Concerto in D and the
Rhapsodia Sacra pour Trompette
et Orgue by Eric Schmidt.

A $10 contribution for the event
will be suggested at the door. A
reception for the artists follows
the performance.

Director of Music and Arts at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, Mr. Johnson plays a
vintage Aeolian-Skinner organ, and
oversees adult and children’s
choirs, intrumentalists, and a large

oratorio choir. He is also Music
Director of the Oratorio Singers of
Westfield.

Mr. Batchelder is principal trum-
pet of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and of the Stamford,
Conn. Symphony, and a member
of the New Jersey Chamber Music
Society. He performs frequently
with the New York Philharmonic,
the Metropolitan Opera, the New
York City Opera and the American
Symphony Orchestra.

For further information, please
call (973) 376-0688.

ATLANTIC CITY BOUND…The New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will perform at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City on Tuesday, May 2, for
the New Jersey Association of Non-Profit Homes for the Aged at their
annual convention. The NJIO recently performed at Lincoln Center
Plaza’s Concert Series on April 28 featuring jazz pianist Rio Clemente and
12-year-old prodigy saxophonist Alex Han. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr.
Clemente, Alex, Russ Moy, drummer and teacher, and Lorraine Marks,
Founder and Conductor of NJIO.

Now?”
Columbia also brings the long-

awaited album from The Jayhawks,
“Smile.”

Ironically, produced by former Wall
co-producer Bob Ezrin as well, “Smile”
is a strong return to the pop sound so
missing from the band’s depressing
but masterful “Sound Of Lies” album.

Though still containing some dark
undercurrents, “Smile” brings back
the pop sheen that may finally provide
the FM radio play the band so richly
deserves. I hope to have a review of
their New York show in a few weeks.
Originally hailed as one of the early
pioneers of Alternative Country, The
Jayhawks have plenty of pop bril-
liance on each album.

A newcomer from Columbia is
Chantal Kreviazu. (that’s easy for you
to say!) Chantal has a lush voice and
her new CD, “Colour Moving & Still”
is a great antidote for obnoxious K-
Rock grunge.

Atlantic Records brings us a second
Led Zeppelin Greatest Hits, “Latter
Days,” featuring their greatest tunes
from 1973-1980. This is also an En-
hanced CD, which means that if you
play it on your computer you get a
video of “Kashmir” from London 1975.

Under the Universal Music Group
umbrella comes three titles from Is-

On the Beat
Continued from Page 22

land Records. Supergrass’s self-titled
CD features all the quirky, wonderful
pop gems we have come to expect
from this delightful English band.

Also on Island Records comes the
extremely soulful Shelby Lynne, am-
bitiously-titled, “I Am Shelby Lynne.”
Lynne has been around the music
business for years but took some time
off to take stock. She has come back
with a terrific new batch of songs.
Vocally, Lynne strikes me as a cross
between Dusty Springfield and Joan
Osbourne. She is a very confident
singer and the backing instrumenta-
tion on this release is stellar.

Finally, check out Tracy Bonham’s
new release, “Down Here.” Bonham
received some steady airplay on her
last album and this release may con-
tain even more FM radio fare.

From the Universal Music Group/
A&M Records comes a reconfigured
and re-mastered Greatest Hits compi-
lation from Cat Stevens, featuring the
unreleased, touching track, “I’ve Got
A Thing About Seeing My Grandson
Grow Old.” The sound quality is top-
notch.

Some gems that have recently come
out of hiding include the David
Grisman, Jerry Garcia, Tony Rice col-
laboration, “The Pizza Tapes,” on
Acoustic Disc, supposedly-named af-
ter a pizza-delivery boy swiped a
taped copy of these jam sessions from
Garcia’s house. David Grisman has
finally officially released this great
acoustic pickin’ disc to the masses in
outstanding sound quality.

These sessions were taped not long
before Garcia passed away and one can
discern how much fun the musicians
were having with no pressure from a
record company. Grisman even kept
some of the between song dialog in so
the listener really feels like they are in the
studio with these great players.

Also be sure to check out “Humble
Pie, Natural Born Boogie” from Fuel
2000 Records featuring the late great
Steve Marriott on guitar and vocals as
well as a young Peter Frampton on
guitar as well.

Bravo Center Announces
Summer Fun 2000 Camp

WESTFIELD – Bravo Center for
Dramatic Arts, 1100 South Avenue,
Westfield will offer a Summer Fun
2000 Camp with classes from Mon-
day, June 26, through Monday,
July 31, for two to three hours,
four days per week.

Bravo will conduct a Summer
Camp Open House on Sunday,
May 7, from 2 to 5:30 p.m. and all
are invited to learn more about the
program.

The students will be divided
into three age groups: 6-9, 10-13
and 14-18. Each category will be
given a basic introduction to the-
ater, incorporating the history of
theater, as well as stage and the-
ater vocabulary.

Pupils will receive an introduc-
tion to character study and devel-
opment, memorization techniques,
musical movement, vocal tech-
niques, costume and scene and
set design. The older age groups
will collaborate and write their
own script.

All of these learned skills will be
incorporated into a final perfor-
mance during the last week of the
session. The techniques men-
tioned will be tailor made to ac-
commodate each age category.

Bravo Center is equipped with a
studio and stage thus giving the
students a feel for performance.

Matt Brand, Bravo’s artistic di-
rector/instructor has almost 20
years of experience and training.
The program he has developed
for the preschool and kindergar-
ten age group has been met favor-

ably this year with enthusiasm
from the students and parents.

Mr. Brand uses theater games to
capture their attention and inter-
est, together with music from their
favorite familiar Broadway shows.

For more information, please
call (908) 233-2331 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/bravo or
w r i t e
bravocenter@westfieldnj.com.

Naomi Yablonsky to Direct
Lend Me A Tenor at CDC

CRANFORD — Naomi
Yablonsky, a Springfield resident,
is directing the upcoming produc-
tion of Lend Me a Tenor at the
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC),
opening Friday, May 5.

Ms. Yablonsky began perform-
ing on stage over 40 years ago. She
described herself as a “quiet, intro-
verted” girl and theater was a cre-
ative way to break out of her shell
Her first show involved a series of
skits at the Newark Y and she went
on to perform in a variety of pro-
ductions while in college.

During one community theater
season about seven years ago, Ms.
Yablonsky decided to try her hand
at directing. Her first experience as
a director was a production called
Solo Flights, which was a series of
monologues produced at CDC.

Since then, she has actively

served as both a director and per-
former of community theater.

This is Ms. Yablonsky’s second
time directing Lend Me a Tenor.
Patrons of the Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) may remem-
ber when the play was directed by
Ms. Yablonsky and produced on
its stage several years ago.

While Yablonsky enjoys com-
edy and looks forward to direct-
ing more comedic productions she
would like to direct more dramas.
Two plays she hopes to someday
direct include Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof and The Cherry Orchard.

Performances of Lend Me A
Tenor will be Fridays, May 5, 12
and 19 and Saturdays, May 6, 13
and 20. All performances are at 8
p.m. Tickets are $15 and available
through the box office hot-line at
(908) 276-7611.

In the painting, “Dream” (1931),
Dalí depicts a woman with her
mouth sewn up and her eyes pasted
shut as her hair is blown back. Are
we to interpret that Dalí was a
woman-hater through these pieces
of artwork? — a man who would
rather see a female figure depicted
without the ability to sense things
around her and have a voice or is
that just how he felt like painting
that day?

Finally, the third victim discov-
ered by the train station was the
absolute impetus for investigation
into the connection between Dalí’s
artwork and the brutality illustrated
through the murderer’s disturbing
technique.

Perhaps what links these three
killings is the geography factor – all
three victims being located near the
Perpignan Railway.

In 1963, when Dalí made his first
visit to the railway station, he stated,
“I felt a kind of cosmogonic ecstasy
that was stronger than my precedent
experiences. I had a precise vision
of the composition of the universe.”

Murders in Perpignan
Continued from Page 22

This revelation has always pointed
to Dalí’s “critical paranoia” method
related to Surrealism which shaped
his technique.

The station has become connected
to Dalí’s visit for all eternity because
the ceiling of the station and the
paving in the front of the building
has been detailed with lingering
images of “The Railway Station at
Perpignan” by the artist.

While Tipper Gore, the wife of
Vice President Al Gore, has always
touted that music lyrics can have
dangerous or simply negative influ-
ences on the actions and minds of
the youth who listen to them, can the
same be said for looking at a piece of
artwork?

Could the paintings by Dalí, some
as explicit and suggestive as they
are, really motivate a murderer to kill
and adopt a certain way to dispose of
the bodies? French authorities seem
to think so.

While the hunt for the murderer
has reached a dead end, investiga-
tors in France are not giving up
hope.

Please send
A&E Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com

by 4 p.m. on
Fridays


