
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, May 4, 2000 Page 13

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Check it out on the website!

www.goleader.com
Sports Section - Pages 13-16

Blue Devil Girls, Boys Shellac
M. X. Shabazz Tracksters
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the competition is weak,
few stunning performances occur;
however, some did when the West-
field High School girls and boys
track and field team shellacked
Shabazz with respective scores of
93-10 and 90-21 in Westfield on April
25. The Blue Devil girls did get some
decent performances in some field

events and the boys put up some nice
numbers in the sprints.

First, Dana Grau heaved the jav-
elin 101’2” to easily seize first. It
was her second-best toss this year.
Teammates Lynn Huang at 73’9”
and Laura Avdey at 73’5” placed
second and third respectively. Next,
Liz Sweeney hurled the discus a
personal-best 80’6” to grab first fol-
lowed by Huang at 69’4.5” and Avdey

at 65’2”. Sweeney then shoved the
shot put 30’6” to capture first, fol-
lowed by Grau at 25’7” and Mary
Bogatko at 20’.

As expected, the Blue Devil girls
swept the 1,600 and 800 meter events.
Rachel Ackerman placed first in the
1,600 with a time of 5:52.1 followed
by Jackie Cusimano at 5:56.6 and
Linda Madorma at 6:00.7. In the
800, Theresa Murphy took first at
2:41.1, Ackerman was second at
2:42.4 and Laura MacNeil was third
at 2:42.9.

Sarah Burke had a fine perfor-
mance in the 100 meters, winning
with a time of :13.4 then placed
second in the 200 meters at :28.5
followed by Christine Pecararo at
29.6. Senior Stefanie Bistak grabbed
first in the 400 hurdles with a time of
1:17.2 followed by Martta McGlynn
at 1:18.9 and Alex Brill at 1:20.6.

Junior Susan Hinds seized three
individual firsts, winning unopposed
in the high jump with a qualifying
height of 4’0”, then leaping 14’8” in
the long jump and finishing the 100
hurdles in :18.3. Burke took second
in the long jump with a leap of 14’
and Crystal Dixon at :18.7 and Lo-
gan at 18.8 placed second and third,
respectively, in the 100 hurdles. Hinds
at 1:07.5, Dixon at 1:08.1, Bistak at
1:09.4 and Amy Sobala at 1:09.7

RAIDERS SWEEDLUND AND CORBIN SEIZE FIRST DOUBLES CROWN

Blue Devils Place 2nd, Raiders Capture
Third at Union County Tennis Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summit High School handily
grabbed the Union County Boys Ten-
nis title for the second year in a row
at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield
on April 28. The Hilltoppers
totaled 92 points to outdo sec-
ond-placed Westfield at 64 and
third-placed Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 55. The Governor
Livingston Highlanders had a
strong fourth at 38.

Three’s a charm for Raider
first doubles players Paul
Sweedlund and John Corbin.
Seeded second Sweedlund and
Corbin, who lost twice to top-
seeded Blue Devils Ryan
Buntain and Josh Warren, won
at the right time and took the
title, winning 7-5, 6-2, in a
highly inspired battle.

“Three’s a charm. That’s
what my mother told me,” said
Corbin. “I really believe that.”

“We were shaking. It hurt a
lot but we had a lot of adrena-
line coming off the semifinal
match,” said an exuberant
Sweedlund.

“We went in knowing that
they poach a lot,” said Corbin.
“And Mr. Blackman said that
we had to hit down the line
more. And we went into the
finals thinking that we are here
for a reason.”

Raider Coach Dave Blackman

added, “I felt that they had a good
shot. They played so tough in the
other games. Our main strategy was
to hit down the line quite a bit be-
cause they (Westfield) poach a lot.

We noticed that they break across the
net on the serve a lot so we had to hit

behind them. I knew that we had a
real strong number one doubles team
and they did it today.”

Buntain and Warren easily thumped
their Cranford opponents, 6-1, 6-1, in

the first round then stopped their
Johnson opponents, 6-2, 6-3, in
the quarters. In the semis, they
beat Dionne and Sehnert of
Summit, 6-4, 6-2. Meanwhile,
Corbin and Sweedlund blanked
their Plainfield opponents in the
first round then handled their
Rahway opponents, 6-0, 6-0, to
advance to the semifinals where
they stopped Chase Freundlich
and Chad Freundlich of Day-
ton, 3-6, 6-1,6-2.

Blue Devil second singles
player Ryan Jones made it to
the finals by defeating Rupen
Doshi of Roselle Park, 6-0,6-0,
in the first round, Brian Jones
of New Providence, 6-0, 6-1,
in the quarters and Raider
Shawn Lafkowitz, 6-2, 6-2, in
the semis. Jones then fell, 6-3
,6-3, to first-seeded Hilltopper
Ryan Hefter for the title.

Lafkowitz beat Marlon
Vargas of Elizabeth, 6-1, 6-1,
then Brian Curly of Linden, 6-
2, 6-4. In the consolation for
third he defeated Highlander
Vijay Varma, 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

Blue Devil Dave Eisenberg
at third singles dazed Vega of

Elizabeth, 6-0, 6-0, in the first round,
edged Highlander Mark Papier, 6-3,

7-6 (7-4) in the quarters then had a
tough but successful, 5-7, 7-5, 6-2,
match with Raider Chris Schlegel in
the semis. In the finals, Eisenberg fell
to Hilltopper Steen Sehnert, 6-0, 6-3.

Earlier, Schlegel defeated Nick
Saikin of Roselle Park, 6-1, 6-0, then
crushed Matt Sacco of New Provi-
dence, 6-1, 6-0. Schlegel won his third-
place consolation match with Sergey
Khoroshevsky of Dayton, 6-2, 6-4.

Second-seeded Will Cashman and
Brett Kahn of Westfield at second
doubles advanced to the finals by

SCHENK, MARONEY QUIET CATS; OCONNOR GETS 3 HITS

Raiders Throw Curve Balls;
Stagger Cougar Nine, 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A strong five-inning pitching per-
formance from senior Kevin Schenk
backed up by a superb two-
inning performance from
curve-baller Brian Maroney
earned the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School base-
ball team an impressive, 5-3,
victory over the always tough
Cougars in Cranford on April
26. Raider Paul O’Connor
led the offensive by rapping
two singles, drilling a double
and driving in three RBI.

The Raiders inflicted three
runs worth of damage on Cou-
gar pitcher Ryan Kulick in
the top of the second. Jerry
Salerno singled and Schenk
walked. Then, with Salerno
on third, Anthony Blasi sacri-
ficed him home, reached
safely on a throwing error and
moved to second. Next,
O’Connor, who doubled in
the first inning, gave the Raid-

ers their 3-0 lead with a two-run single.
In the bottom of the third, Cougar

Jon Polinitza beat out an infield
single, stole second and advanced to

third on the attempted pick off.
Catcher Jeremy White drew a walk
and his courtesy runner, Jim Seeman,
stole second. Phil Matz looped a

sacrifice fly to shallow right
field. Both runners tagged
up and both scored when
the throw home sailed out
of play.

The Raiders extinguished
a Cougar scoring threat in
the fourth by pulling off a
4-6-3 double play initiated
by second baseman Dan
Goehry to shortstop Ed
Jackson to first baseman
Tim Pai.

The Raiders added a run
in the fifth but could have
done even more damage.
Pai walked then moments
later dashed to second on a
hit-and-run play. Unfortu-
nately the Cougar right
fielder caught the fly ball
and fired it to first to double
him up. Salerno followed
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ACTION AT HOME…Raider catcher Andy Pavoni grabs
the relay after Cougar Jon Polinitza slides home.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BRINGING THEM HOME…Blue Devil Paige Corbett rips a single to bring
home Katy Brunetto, on third, and Courtney Thornton. See story on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DUSTING THE FIELD…Blue Devil Chris Giacone burns his way over the
finish line in 11.2 seconds in the 100 meters.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
AN EMBRACE OF VICTORY…Raiders John
Corbin, left, and Paul Sweedlund show emotion of
joy after becoming county first doubles champions.


