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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

From Technology Initiatives to Enrollment Crunch:
BOE Candidates Open Discussion of Issues at Forum

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Six candidates for the Westfield
Board of Education stepped up to the
plate Monday night in Roosevelt In-
termediate School’s Alice Lee
Roosevelt Auditorium for “Meet the
Candidates’ Night,” an open forum
sponsored by the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters and the
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council
(PTC).

Three seats for three-year terms
are being sought by incumbents Anne
L. Riegel, Dr. B. Carol Molnar and
Thomas Taylor, as well as newcom-
ers Peter W. Billson and Kimberly
Rhodes. A one-year term is being
sought, unopposed, by incumbent
Michael J. Kessler.

Two-minute opening statements
were delivered by the candidates,
who were seated in ballot order but
called upon randomly.

In her opening remarks, Mrs.
Riegel cited her career and educa-
tion experience, urging support of
the 2000-2001 budget and highlight-
ing her role on board committees.

“I place a high value on educa-
tion,” she stated.

To illustrate the value of participa-

tion by the community and opening
up the lines of communication be-
tween the school board and the town,
lifelong resident Mr. Billson asked
audience members to donate small
items such as car keys or dollar bills
in a black top hat.

“I am running on a platform of
open communication in order to en-
gage the entire town in our children’s
education, including the two-thirds
of the citizens that do not have chil-
dren in our schools,” he explained.

“Imagine, for a moment, that the
company you work for donates just
one computer,” he added, demon-
strating how members of the com-
munity can participate in furthering
technology initiatives in the school
district.

Incumbent Dr. Molnar thanked the
community for the chance to serve
the school district, adding that the
budget “is more than just a series of
numbers,” but a goal for “academic
excellence.”

In his opening comments, Mr. Tay-
lor cited his terms of service (1984-
1987 and 1997-2000) on the board,
saying he believes the problems
plaguing the board three years ago,
when he took up his second term,

have been adequately addressed.
Ms. Rhodes thanked the commu-

nity and noted the “peoples’ pride in
the schools,” specifically the district’s
initiatives to improve technology,
deal with enrollment and drive for-
ward the World Language Program
in the elementary schools.

The candidate also cited her career
experience and education back-
ground, noting that she is “familiar
with the financial aspects of what we
(as a district) face.”

Finally, Mr. Kessler referred to a
recent article in The Westfield Leader
in which he expressed doubts about
running for re-election. He explained
during the forum that the demanding
time commitment involved in serv-
ing as a board member had made him
reconsider running.

However, after taking a drive, the
candidate said he realized that his
“pride in the school system” and his
desire to “continue contributions”
would be best fulfilled by seeking re-
election.

Questions penned by members of
the audience and the PTC were posed
by Bonnie Ruggiero of the League of
Women Voters, spanning topics that
included furthering technology in

the schools, the enrollment crisis at
Westfield High School (WHS), the
needs of Special Education students,
the difference in test scores at the
intermediate schools and a thumbs
up or thumbs down for the proposed
budget.

Overall, the six candidates hope to
see technology heavily instituted in
the district’s schools. Mr. Kessler
wants to see funds spent efficiently,
looking to the community for sup-
port and donation of computers. Dr.
Molnar, Ms. Rhodes, Mr. Taylor and
Mrs. Riegel all urged the importance
of training staff members in com-
puter usage.

Mr. Billson emphasized, “Getting
companies to donate computers is
one of the easiest things they (busi-
nesses) can do.” Encouraging the
tapping of other sources for funding
and donation of software and hard-
ware, Mr. Billson added, “We need a
system other than the taxpayers.”

Turning to the issue of the enroll-
ment surge at WHS, Dr. Molnar stated
that she does not encourage increas-
ing class sizes or dropping the num-
ber of course periods from nine to
eight. Constructing additions, retro-
fitting rooms at the National Guard

Armory for additional space or look-
ing to the Lincoln School building
are options she cited.

“Lincoln School is the most viable
option,” Mr. Billson said. “It’s brick
and mortar that already exist.” He
added that the facility could be used
as a Magnet School for unique cur-
riculum.

Noting an asbestos problem at Lin-
coln School, Mr. Taylor countered
the suggestion that the facility is a
“clear cut” solution. “The Armory
has committed four classrooms ver-
bally,” he said.

Ms. Rhodes stressed the impor-
tance of examining Lincoln School
as an option. “It’s hard to predict
where our numbers are going,” she
said, adding that moving sixth grad-
ers back to the elementary level and
ninth graders back to the intermedi-
ate level may be options down the
road to alleviate the enrollment prob-
lem.

Overall, she said, she would like to
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Second Cycle
Pool Sign-Up
Set for April 3

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Monday, April 3, begins the sec-
ond phase of the sale of Westfield
Memorial Pool memberships for the
2000 summer season.

During the month of April, mem-
berships will be open to all Westfield
residents, whether or not they were
pool members in 1999. Sign-ups will
be taken until 80 percent of pool
capacity, or 7,200 individuals, is
achieved.

Assistant Recreation Director Jim
Gildea said that 5,400 people were
signed up by Tuesday afternoon, leav-
ing room for approximately 1,800
more individuals.

Recreation Director Glenn S.
Burrell expects his staff to be very
busy on Monday when the doors
open at 8:30 a.m.

“These people were the ones who
were outside looking in last year
(when the pool reached its capacity
and could take no new member-
ships),” he said, adding that he ex-
pected registration lines longer than
those earlier this month.

This month, pool members from
last year were given first crack at
memberships for 2000. Accepted
memberships were to be cut off once
60 percent, or 5,400 of the pool’s
capacity of 9,000, was reached.

Of the 5,400 memberships which
were available this month, Mr. Burrell
said that room for about 77 individu-
als, or approximately 13 family mem-
berships, still remained as of earlier
this week. He expected the 60 per-
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Council Hears Proponents, Opponents of Deck
As Answer to Parking Shortage in Downtown

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After a short Town Council Con-
ference Meeting on Tuesday night,
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
addressed an audience of more than
130 residents who turned out to voice
their concerns regarding the proposed
parking deck.

A preliminary study of the pro-
posed parking deck was presented
by Rich and Associates, to the public
at the March 1 Town Council meet-
ing.

In the study, Rich and Associates
analyzed all of the existing parking
needs for shoppers, retail employees
and commuters in the area of down-
town Westfield. The study concluded
that a parking deck facility was the
best solution to solve, what they
considered to be, an extreme parking
deficit.

Seven possible locations for a park-
ing deck were evaluated.

Using a number system to value
all of the pros and cons of the various
locations, Rich and Associates con-
cluded that only two of the locations
were ideal. The first choice would be
to locate a parking deck in the park-
ing lot on the south side of the train
station, known as Lot 3A.

The second choice would be to
construct a parking deck on the lot
adjacent to Trader Joe’s parking lot
on Elm Street, also utilizing the
Trader Joe’s lot, which would re-
quire a land acquisition, called Lot 1
extended.

The key factor in making a south
side train station deck a viable solu-
tion for both sides of town, would be
in forcing most long-term permit
parking from the north side into the
deck, thereby opening up short-term

parking for shoppers on the north
side. By enforcing parking regula-
tions, such as disallowing meter feed-
ing, retail employees would also be
forced to park in the deck, also free-
ing up short-term meter spaces on
the north side.

However, the study also concluded
that although this would alleviate
some of the parking needs of shop-
pers and employees on the north
side, ultimately, the best solution
would be to build two parking decks,
one in Lot 3A and one in Lot 1.

The study also recommended that
a parking manager in Town Munici-
pal be assigned to oversee all of the
parking responsibilities and eventu-
ally establish a parking authority to
oversee all parking-related matters.

Other recommendations of the
study included reducing the number
of permit spaces and long-term
meters in lots north of North Avenue,
the creation of higher permit rates
for the remaining long term spaces in
the north zone and an overall meter
increase from .25 per hour to .50 per
hour.

The study also recommends that a
complete traffic analysis should be
coordinated with the county in order
to properly evaluate the best loca-
tions for a deck.

Tuesday’s meeting was opened up
to an audience with a diverse range
of opinions, with many people speak-
ing for and against the proposal. The
majority of comments came from
residents of the Boulevard.

Boulevard resident Alan Helfman
stated that constructing a deck would
ruin the small town character and
quality of life in Westfield.

Roanoke Road resident Carol
Cohen expressed the great need for a

deck in order to preserve the quality
of life in Westfield.

“If a commuter has to get up at the
crack of dawn just to get a parking
space, this is a quality of life issue
also,” she said.

Several residents commented on
the fact that the town’s Parking Steer-
ing Committee was stacked with only
North Side residents. Mayor Jardim
assured everyone that his only inten-

tion was to appoint those who were
most qualified to serve on that Com-
mittee and he was not thinking in terms
of placing people according to which
side of town they lived on, which he
considered to be irrelevant.

Betsy McGuire, also a Boulevard
resident, commented that she was
“appalled” by the frequent references
to north side versus south side, which

Daylight Savings Time Begins
2 a.m. on Sunday, April 2

Spring Ahead!

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE CALL…A motorcyclist clipped a PSE&G utility truck on Lamberts Mill Road this week. The accident began in
Scotch Plains, but the skid marks and motorcycle landed in Westfield. No one was seriously injured. The cyclist, who is
a Westfield resident, had borrowed the Harley Davidson from a friend.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
HERE COME THE COOKIES!…Stacks of Shortbread cookie boxes sold by Girl Scouts in the area were unloaded
recently, ready to be distributed to customers.

TAXES TO SUPPORT $57.2 MILLION SPENDING PLAN

School Bd. Okays Tax Levy
Of $48.2 Mil. for Public Vote

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
Tuesday night passed a $57.2 mil-
lion budget, calling for a tax levy of
$48.2 million, which will go before
voters on Tuesday, April 18. Another
$994,000 to be raised in taxes, previ-
ously approved by voters as a refer-
endum, will go toward retiring the
district’s outstanding bonded debt.

The budget includes 115 comput-
ers for third-grade classrooms, 54
computers for intermediate school
computer labs, 28 computers for the
Westfield High School mathematics
lab, 130 laptops for high school teach-
ers, 17 new teaching and support
staff and new textbooks in Spanish,
French, Language Arts, mathemat-
ics and health curriculums.

Eighty-six percent of the budget is
to be supported by property taxes. If
voters approve the tax levy, the school

tax rate will increase by nine cents,
from $2.63 per $100 of assessed valu-
ation in 1999 to $2.72 per $100.
School taxes would increase on aver-
age to $157 for a home assessed at
$174,000, with a market value of
$325,000. The $157 is based on the
total amount to be raised in taxes of
$49 million.

Other revenue sources include state
aid of $3.8 million, a figure that is up
over $150,000 from 1999, and $2.1
million which is being taken from
the district’s “free balance,” or sur-
plus, of $3.9 million. Of the surplus
used in the budget, $133,000 was
generated through interest on the
$11.7 million in bonds issued by the
district following passage of the bond
referendum in 1998. The bond funded
new classrooms at Franklin,
McKinley and Wilson Schools.

Officials explained that state law
only enables school districts to main-
tain surpluses of up to 6 percent of
their total budget. Business Admin-
istrator Robert A. Berman estimated
the board will use $2.9 million in
surplus in next year’s budget.

School Board President Darielle
Walsh noted that the district has older
school buildings that necessitate
maintenance of surplus funds to be
used for emergency repairs.

Other revenue sources include
$994,400 in miscellaneous revenues
and $1,086,348 in federal and state
grants.

The budget, officials said, ad-
dresses both the continued enroll-
ment growth in the district and the
need to bring the district’s teaching
staff and students in line with tech-

nology advances in other districts.
The total spending plan represents

a 4.47 percent hike over last year.
The board sought and received per-
mission from the Department of Edu-
cation to increase the budget over the
state mandated 3 percent cap in
spending due to increased enroll-
ment projections by the district esti-
mated at 3.48 percent in the 2000-
2001 school year.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley said, “I think this
budget is different than other bud-
gets and I think that’s because we
finally have been able to get a little
bit of relief from the state-mandated
budget cap.”

He said that over the past few
years, the district has had to work
within a cap of just under 3 percent,
“and that’s been a little bit hard
because we have been in a growth
period with our enrollment,” esti-
mated at 14 percent since 1996.

For instance, he said, kindergarten
registration for this year alone is 342,
which he said will push first-grade
enrollment in the district’s six el-
ementary schools in the fall to over
400 pupils. By comparison, Westfield
High School’s graduating class last
year had 290 students.

In terms of enrollment projections,
Mr. Berman indicated that district-
wide enrollments have risen steadily
from a hike of 71 students, or 1.56
percent, in the 1993-1994 school year
to a projected increase of 182 for the
2000-2001 year. The total projected
student enrollment next year is 5,410
students.

While the elementary and inter-
mediate schools are currently able to
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see a Citizens Advisory Committee for-
mulated to examine the issue.

Mrs. Riegel said she does not believe
there are enough facts available to deter-
mine whether Lincoln School is a solu-
tion. Space, staff, student and guidance
counselor needs must be looked at before
coming to a decision, according to the
candidate.

A single question posed to Mr. Billson
about his qualifications for candidacy to
the school board urged him to reassert his
“leadership, communication skills and
technology background.”

“The key to success is in our commu-
nication skills,” said the candidate, add-
ing that when he wants to get something
accomplished, he sets out to do so.

Addressing the needs of Special Edu-
cation students, all the candidates agreed
that the issue deserves specific attention.

“We should respond as a district with
the goal of excellence for all children. We
are doing a good job,” observed Ms.
Rhodes.

“The students deserve the same qual-
ity in education as other children,” con-
curred Mr. Kessler.

Dr. Molnar hopes to bring special edu-
cation pupils back into the district.

Calling the issue “a hot potato that
nobody wants to touch,” Mr. Billson
said the topic is difficult because “poli-
ticians are telling us how to educate our
children.” An issue driven by state and
federal regulations, the candidate be-
lieves control should lie within the com-
munity. “Let us educate our children,”
he said.

Examining the difference between re-
cent test scores at Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools, the candidates all
seemed stumped and concerned about
the issue.

Mrs. Riegel, who said she went through
the results line by line, noted that “it is not
nearly as bad as it seems.” She figures the

issue may lie with the change in leader-
ship at Edison School.

Dr. Molnar said that while the issue is
“always a quandary,” it must be moni-
tored further.

While Mr. Billson said he is looking to
see if it is really a problem, Ms. Rhodes
stressed that “all of our kids out-per-
form” other districts.

Mr. Kessler noted that because of
Edison’s “diverse population,” there may
be a difference in learning styles there.

While none of the candidates favor
placing detectors in the schools to im-
prove security, all agree that safety of the
students is constantly being monitored
and at the top of their totem poles.

Finally, all of the candidates give the
proposed budget a hearty thumbs up.

In her closing statement, Mrs. Riegel
encouraged audience members to vote
for the budget and let their voices be
heard.

Ms. Rhodes emphasized her “exten-
sive education in the area of finance and
education finance,” as well as “commu-
nity service and commitment to public
education.”

“We are on the threshold of becoming
one of the best districts in the state,”
commented Mr. Taylor. “We have made
progress in many areas.”

“Nothing is more important than our
children and their needs,” stated Dr.
Molnar, adding that she continues to
seek public input.

Mr. Billson supplied his e-mail ad-
dress, telephone number and other modes
of communication, also encouraging in-
put from members of the community.

Mrs. Riegel concluded that the educa-
tion of the community is “a top priority”
for her.

According to Christine Foley of the
PTC, the forum will be broadcast on TV-
36 today, Thursday, March 30, through
Monday, April 17.

Six BOE Candidates Voice
Views During Open Forum

cent capacity to be reached before the
weekend.

The initial week of pool registration
during March was the busiest, with
people waiting on line for up to 40
minutes the first day.

The Recreation Commission
changed its process this year after mem-
bership sold out last summer for the
first time in the 30-year history of the
pool.

Recreation Commission members
felt the new arrangement was a way to
guarantee each “wave” of membership
a fair opportunity to purchase pool
passes.

The pool will open membership to
all residents and non-residents in May
until full capacity is reached. Again,
approximately 1,800 individual mem-
berships will be available for sale.

Registration must be done in person
at the Municipal Building during regu-
lar Recreation Office hours, which are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The Recreation Department also will
be open two weeknights and one Satur-
day each month during the member-
ship sign-up periods.

The office will be open Tuesdays
from 7 to 9 p.m. on April 4 and 18 and
on May 2 and 16. It will also be open
during four Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to
noon, on April 8, May 6 and June 3.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pool
Membership
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Council Hears Proponents,
 Opponents of Parking Deck

Police Charge Second
Suspect in Connection

With String of Burglaries
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A second man
has been charged in connection
with a series of burglaries to
homes on the south side of
Westfield that occurred over the
past month.

Michael A. Galasso, 37, who
gave his last address as the
Plainfield YMCA and may be
homeless, was charged by
Westfield police with two counts
of burglary and two counts of
theft in connection with burglar-
ies of two houses on Wyoming
Street, according to Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department.

After being picked up on an
outstanding, non-related charge
in Plainfield, Galasso was being
held in the Middlesex County
Jail in North Brunswick.

At press t ime, however,
Galasso had been released and
was being held in the Union
County Jail on a $5,000 bond on
the Westfield charges.

Lieutenant Parizeau said po-
lice believe that Galasso and
Jeremiah Shoemaker, 25, who
was arrested by Westfield police
last week, had worked together
in the burglary of south side
homes.

Shoemaker, who has told po-
lice he is homeless and had been
living at the Plainfield YMCA,
was arrested March 21 after a
Westfield Avenue woman re-
ported to police that as she drove
into her driveway, a man backed
away from her front door. The
resident was able to give police a
description of the man.

A short time later, authorities
spotted a man fitting the descrip-
tion walking near the Westfield
train station toward Scotch
Plains. Property which was said
to be taken from the Westfield
Avenue home was found in the
man’s possession, Lieutenant

Parizeau said. He was charged
in connection with the burglary.

Westfield police the next day
charged Shoemaker with two
counts of burglary and two
counts of theft in connection
with two Wyoming Street home
break-ins and a criminal attempt,
or unsuccessful burglary, at a
Stoneleigh Park residence. Bail
was set at $5,000. The suspect is
being held in the Union County
Jail in Elizabeth.

Westfield police had been in-
vestigating the string of bur-
glaries and knew from witnesses
that two men may have been
involved in the break-ins, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Westfield police sent details
about the town’s burglaries and
Shoemaker to area communi-
ties, and the next day Plainfield
police contacted Westfield au-
thorities about Galasso, who
they were questioning and who
they thought might be connected
to the house break-ins.

Plainfield Police Chief Ed-
ward Santiago said there had
been some house burglaries in
Plainfield and that police had
put together a team of officers
who were patrolling the area
March 22 when a house alarm
went off.

After interviewing people who
were near the scene of the alarm
activation, police were able to
piece together a description and
apprehend Galasso.

Scotch Plains police also were
looking into the possibility of
whether the two men had any
connection to some burglaries
that had occurred in that town-
ship during the last month, but
had not been able to make any
link.

Lieutenant Parizeau said that
there are still some burglary cases
which remain open in Westfield
that police have not been able to
connect to the two men.

was reminiscent of a “Civil War men-
tality.”

North Chestnut Street resident
Michael Zemsky pointed out that since
several large stores have moved in, the
downtown is prospering, but that the
downtown desperately needs a park-
ing solution to maintain that prosper-
ity.

“If shoppers can’t park, the mer-
chants won’t stay in Westfield,” Mr.
Zemsky stated.

Mayor Jardim also remarked that
real estate values would decline if a
commuter parking solution was not
forthcoming.

“Real-estate brokers tell me that
they cannot compete with towns that
can provide better commuter services,”
the Mayor commented.

Robert Heinbokel of Boulevard sug-
gested that the town should attempt to
move some of the long-term parking
being used by retail employees over to
the south side lot, on a Saturday, on a
trial basis, to see if it can be enforced.
He also suggested that the town could
utilize “smart meters” that can sense
when a car has been moved in order to
enforce the law against meter feeding.

“We force our kids to walk to school
if they live closer than two miles. Why
can’t residents who live within two
miles of the train station be forced to
give up their parking permits and walk
to the station?” Mr. Heinbokel asked.

Cowperthwaite resident Saul Drittel,
a former Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce President, commented that
previous parking studies have con-
cluded that people will not park and
walk more than 700 feet from where
they are going.

“You won’t get employees to park
on the south side of the train station and
walk to the north side,” he claimed.
“That is why you need two lots, one on
each side of town.”

Mr. Drittel also suggested that if two
decks were constructed, each deck
could be scaled down in size to some-
thing less objectionable to the resi-
dents of each neighborhood.

Several residents questioned
whether the parking permit waiting
list was really current. First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury, Chair-
man of the Council’s Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Committee, veri-
fied that as of now, there were 822
residents on the list waiting to get a
parking permit and that most of those
were current.

Several residents suggested that if
the permit fee was increased from
$30 to $50 it would weed out those
who weren’t really in need of a per-
mit.

Other suggestions from residents
included implementing a jitney ser-
vice to transport commuters to the
train station, allowing only one park-
ing permit per household and acquir-
ing properties to provide more ground
level lots.

Boulevard resident Todd Evans im-
plored the council to try these simpler
solutions before constructing a “per-
manent monstrosity.”

Former councilman John J. Walsh
suggested to the council that they
needed to show some flexibility and
not to try to “ram this plan down the
town’s throat.” He suggested that since
most of the opposition seemed to be
from Boulevard residents, the council
should consider constructing a smaller
deck on Lot 1, by Trader Joe’s to make
a small dent in the overall problem.

“This does not cure the entire prob-
lem, but it will make some progress
and you won’t politically hang your-
selves,” he told the council.

However, Ferris Place resident
Randy Packer voiced his objections to
a deck on Lot 1 for a variety of reasons,
including lowering property values and
creating more traffic congestion in an
already overly congested neighbor-
hood.

“Wherever you put a parking deck,
the residents of that neighborhood are
going to object,” he remarked.

Westfield Avenue resident Roy Pas-
cal commented that a parking deck
would alleviate traffic congestion on
South Avenue by reducing the number
of car trips to the train station in half.

Boulevard resident David Liez
stated, that in his opinion, commuters
would not use a south side parking
deck because many commuters would
rather avoid the traffic congestion
around the South Avenue traffic circle
altogether.

Mayor Jardim explained to the resi-
dents that this was only the first of
many dialogues to come and that the
Town Council would not vote to imple-
ment something unless there was broad
support and a general consensus in
favor of any proposal.

The Mayor also apologized for com-
ments that he made to other Town
Council members at the last meeting.
He expressed that the Council usually
works together very amicably and
that occasional bickering is not the
norm.

In a related meeting, several resi-
dents met with Mayor Jardim on
March 23 to discuss their concerns
regarding the deck. Boulevard resi-
dent Bill Ungvarsky cautioned the
Mayor to make sure the town did not
present this proposal as a “done-
deal.” He suggested that the entire
town should be consulted regarding
their preferences for a deck loca-
tion.

The next Town Council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 4, during
which the parking deck discussion with
the public will continue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Bd. Okays Tax Levy
Of $48.2 Mil. for Public Vote

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY…Mayor Thomas C. Jardim issued a proclamation naming the week of April 24 as Westfield
Glee Club Week, in recognition of the 75th anniversary of the group performing concerts in the Town of Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Glee Club President Sidney Treibitz, Mayor Jardim and Music Chairman Dale Juntilla. The
Glee Club will present spring concerts on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 and 30.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A FRIENDLY STROLL…Longtime Westfield residents and friends Joe Triano,
76, and Russell Romeo, 71, take their daily stroll at Tamaques Park in Westfield.
Through rain, sleet or snow, Mr. Triano and Mr. Romeo always manage to
brave the elements to take their walk.

accommodate increased enroll-
ments, the district now must focus
on the high school, where the stu-
dent population is anticipated to
rise from 1,300 pupils this year to
1,800 students by the 2004-2005
school year.

Options being studied by school
officials to deal with enrollment
projections at the high school in-
clude utilizing the National Guard
Armory building across the street
from the high school, or the former
Lincoln School building, as an an-
nex to the high school. Lincoln has
17 classrooms.

Lincoln School is located on the
grounds of the high school’s foot-
ball field. The building, not used
by the district since 1980, currently
is leased to the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission.
That lease expires at the end of the
2000-2001 school year.

“It (use of Lincoln School) really
is an option worth pursuing,” stated
Mrs. Walsh.

Mr. Berman noted that the bulk
of new hires in the budget, totaling
$758,000, are also the result of the
enrollment increases.

Looking at the enrollment pro-
jections, Dr. Foley stated, “I think
the demographics have to kick in
sooner or later.” However, increases
are expected into the foreseen fu-
ture.

Dr. Foley noted the proposed
spending plan represents “the larg-
est increase we have had in the
budget in several years.”

The superintendent said the origi-
nal budget was at seven cents but,
after hearing from parents, the bud-
get was increased by $360,000, or
2 cents in the tax rate, to accommo-
date computerization of the
district’s third-grade classrooms;
adding two child study team mem-
bers, an attendance officer to check
the residency of incoming students

and another high school teacher
and guidance counselor.

The bulk of the technology pro-
posals in the budget are the result
of recommendations from a parent
study group, called Ed Study, an
off shoot of the Parent Teacher Or-
ganizations. The group visited simi-
lar districts to see where Westfield
stood in terms of educational tech-
nology.

The third-grade computers and
related equipment, carrying a total
cost of $131,902, follows what has
already been done in the fourth and
fifth grades. In addition, the budget
includes funds to equip WHS teach-
ers with laptop computers at a cost
of $163,000. All teachers will be
given personal e-mail addresses and
thus be accessible to parents and
staff.

Eventually, WHS staff will have
Web sites where class assignments,
as well as other requirements, can
be listed.

“I think that a lot of the parents in
the community realize we have a
technology plan,” Mrs. Walsh said.
“It is important for us to move the
plan forward.”

The budget includes $559,000
for proposed capital projects.

Other operational costs include
$3.6 million for out-of-district
placements. Instruction accounts
for 54 percent of the budget.

The $48.2 million tax levy will
be on the ballot for voters at the
school board election on April
18.

Also, voters will select three can-
didates for full, three-year seats on
the board. In the running are in-
cumbents Anne L. Riegel, Dr. B.
Carol Molnar and Thomas Taylor,
along with challengers Peter W.
Billson and Kimberly Rhodes. In-
cumbent Michael J. Kessler is un-
opposed in his quest for a one-year,
unexpired term.

EXHIBITING ARTIST…Meghan Rotella, a junior from Westfield,
poses with her watercolor entitled, “At A Glance,” that was chosen for
the annual Student Art Exhibit at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Conn. The exhibit will end on Sunday, April 2, at the school.

See the News on the Web:
www.goleader.com!
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