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New Committee to Study Options
For Towns, BOE to Share Services

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A joint advisory ad hoc committee
has been formed for the purpose of
exploring how Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, along with the towns’
shared school district, can save tax-
payer dollars by pooling their re-
sources.

The nine-member group, which is
scheduled to meet for the first time
next week, will include two repre-
sentatives each from the two munici-
pal governing bodies and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Also on board will be the business
administrators from all three groups.

Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood
said he was approached by Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks at the
beginning of this year with the idea
for the joint committee, which the
Fanwood Mayor said he supported
as a longtime proponent of shared
services.

Mayor Marks, in turn, credited
Republican Scotch Plains Council-
man Frank Rossi for coming up with
the idea for a cooperative effort
among the towns and the school dis-
trict last year. Mr. Rossi will be among
the township’s three representatives
to the advisory group.

Mr. Marks noted that Governor
Christine Todd Whitman has en-

dorsed shared services programs and
has revealed that grant money would
be available to municipalities and
school boards which participate in
such endeavors.

In late February, Mayors Marks
and Jung met with Board of Educa-
tion President Theresa Larkin and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye to discuss the proposed
committee, which will look at op-
tions for sharing personnel, property
and services. Mayor Jung defined
“property” as buildings, office space
or storage areas.

While Scotch Plains and Fanwood
already share the services of a health
officer and welfare director, as well
as a bus to transport senior citizens,
officials believe it is possible to tap
even more ways in which the com-
munities and the school district can
join forces.

“We need to look at ways to get the
dollars spent efficiently without sac-
rificing services or making them any
less,” observed Mayor Jung. “Over
the years, there has been a lot of talk
about shared services but it has never
been formalized in this way,” he said
of the committee.

“Each entity would benefit and,
therefore, the taxpayers would ben-
efit,” added the Mayor, who called
the concept “a win-win-win” for

Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
school district.

Mayor Marks said the sharing of
land or buildings could relieve the
space crunch at both municipal build-
ings and in the school board offices,
while also eliminating what he
termed as “a lot of the redundancy.”

As an example, he cited how
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
school district each have their own
facilities for maintenance equipment,
and proffered that all three could
instead share equipment housed at a
centrally-located site.
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Locks of Love Program Makes
Courtney Berger Cut Above the Rest

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

When Courtney Berger of Scotch
Plains first read about Locks of Love
in a magazine two years ago, she
wasn’t ready to part with the 10-12
inches of hair the organization was
after.

Locks of Love provides wigs and
hairpieces for children who have lost
their hair as a result of chemotherapy
or illness.

But last Friday, Courtney gladly
allowed Lou Nizzardo of Salon High-
lights on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains
to lop off 17 inches of her glossy
brown tresses. They are neatly
wrapped in a paper towel waiting to
be shipped to Locks of Love which is
located in Palm Springs, Fla.
Courtney will also write a letter to
travel with her hair to tell the child
who will one day wear it a little bit
about herself.

Locks of Love is a not-for-profit
organization which provides custom-
fitted hairpieces to financially disad-
vantaged children free of charge or
on a sliding scale.

The organization accepts hair do-
nations from around the country, and
children make up approximately 75
percent of their donors. Human hair
prosthetics take approximately four
months to hand assemble.

What made Courtney go for the
cut now? “I was getting really sick of
my hair and everyone was saying I
should cut it,” said the 11 year old.

Courtney’s trip to the hair salon
was her first — ever. Up until then,
she had trusted only her dad to give
her hair an occasional trim.

The trip turned into quite a pro-
duction when her father’s colleagues
at CBS convinced him to allow a
camera crew to film Courtney’s hair-
cut for the six o’clock news. As a
result, newsman Morry Alter was on
hand to record the memorable event.

Accompanied by her parents and
two girlfriends (younger brother Jus-
tin was on a field trip), Courtney
skipped lunch at Coles Elementary
School and headed to the salon.

Right from the start, she was more
than willing to cut more than the
requested 12 inches. As Courtney
explained, for Locks of Love to make
the wigs, the longer the hair, the
better.

Though her new shoulder-length
look marks a big change for Courtney,
she is happy with it.

“It’s much easier to take care of. I

can actually dry it,” said Courtney
with a smile. “I used to go to bed with
wet hair and it would make my pil-
low all wet. I don’t mind washing it
anymore.”

Courtney’s mom added, “She
brushes it herself now, and that’s one
less chore for me.”

Mrs. Berger said her daughter and
friends, Bailey Fowler and Kristin
Joy, have been scheming to grow
their hair really long in the hope that
Mr. Alter would come back with his
cameraman to film all their haircuts
in five years.

For stylist Ms. Nizzardo, the whole
event, camera crew and all, was
“amazing.”

It was not the first time, however,
that Ms. Nizzardo had cut hair for
Locks of Love. She cut 10 inches of
a little girl’s hair a couple of months
ago for the same foundation.

When asked by Mr. Alter what she
thought about what she’d done,
Courtney said simply, “I feel good
about it.”

A proud Mr. Berger added, “It
makes me feel really good about my
daughter.”

Daylight Savings Time Begins
2 a.m. on Sunday, April 2

Spring Ahead!

SP Council Puts Off
Vote on Ordinance

On Pol. Fundraising
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Passage of an ordinance that will
prohibit political fundraising at the
Municipal Building in Scotch Plains
will have to wait until April.

The Township Council was sched-
uled to vote on the ordinance at its
regular meeting Tuesday night. In-
stead, a slightly revised version of
the ordinance was re-introduced at
the meeting after it was discovered
that the section of the ordinance deal-
ing with penalties for violating the
fundraising ban needed to be rewrit-
ten to conform with state statutes.

Originally, a violation of the
fundraising proscription would have
prompted an investigation by the
Township Ethics Board. But the re-
vised version will contain penalties
that include a referral of the com-
plaint to the Municipal Court and a
fine ranging from $100 to $500 — a
level set by state law.

The public hearing on the revised
ordinance, which is supported by
four of the five council members,
will be held on Tuesday, April 11.

Republican Councilman William
F. McClintock, Jr. has, for some time,
made known his opposition to the
ordinance, which he feels is unnec-
essary.

Under other business, the council
adopted at its meeting an ordinance
appropriating funds for the study of
water courses in Scotch Plains.

During the public hearing on the
ordinance, township resident Daniel
Bendik, who resides on Cooper Road,
spoke at length about problems with
street water drainage swelling a
stream that runs through his prop-
erty. This, he said, has led to serious
erosion problems that have destroyed
landscaping and are threatening the
integrity of his driveway.

“I have an urgent situation right
now,” Mr. Bendik told the council, as
he related his efforts during the past
six months to have members of the
township’s professional staff address
his problem.

Councilman Frank Rossi stated that
this was the first time any member of
the council had heard about the prob-
lem.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, sympa-
thetic to Mr. Bendik’s troubles, said
that other residents have brought
similar problems to the council’s at-
tention.

But before the municipal govern-
ment can conclude that it has the sole
responsibility to remedy problems
such as Mr. Bendik’s, the township’s
legal department needs to examine
the problems and the issues.

In other matters, the council
awarded Country View Inc. of
Somerset a $235,688 contract to
make improvements to Kramer
Manor Park. The governing body
also voted to award a $209,000 con-
tract to Waste Management Com-
pany to oversee the township’s an-
nual Spring Clean-Up effort in June.

The contract is $20,000 higher than
last year’s price, Township Manager
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Ingrid McKinley for The Times
CLOSE CALL…A motorcyclist clipped a PSE&G utility truck on Lamberts Mill Road this week. The accident began in
Scotch Plains, but the skid marks and motorcycle landed in Westfield. No one was seriously injured. The cyclist, who is
a Westfield resident, had borrowed the Harley Davidson from a friend.

Courtesy of Maura Berger
THE KINDEST CUT…CBS News reporter Morry Alter came to Salon High-
lights in Scotch Plains to spotlight Courtney Berger, who clipped her 17-inch
ponytail to donate for wigmaking for cancer patients. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mr. Alter, Kristin Joy, hairstylist Lou Nizzardo, Alexandra Joy, Courtney, and
Bailey Fowler.

SP-F BOE Unanimously OKs Budget;
Voters to Decide Fate at April 18 Election

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Monday’s public hearing on the
proposed 2000-2001 budget for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools re-
sulted in the Board of Education
unanimously approving the
$46,958,051 spending plan.

Within that plan, voters will be
asked to approve a general fund tax
levy of $41,735,755 when they go to
the polls on Tuesday, April 18.

They will also be asked to approve
three separate questions: $330,000
for new fire/smoke detection sys-
tems at all five elementary schools
and field renovations at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; $304,500 for
software, a lease to purchase agree-
ment for computer equipment and
new technology staff and training;
and $118,500 for a new elementary
world language program that would
begin with the second grade in Sep-
tember 2000.

In their discussion of the budget
and accompanying second questions,
board members and administrators
lamented the continuing decline in
state aid to districts like Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“We get no state aid for regular
education,” said board member Jes-
sica D. Simpson. “We are one of 240
districts in New Jersey that the state
does not fund one dollar of general
education.”

Less aid combined with the state-
mandated 3 percent cap on budget
increases prompted the board to draft

the second questions for public con-
sideration. If the base budget or any
or all of the three separate questions
are defeated in the public vote, the
board must look to the municipal
bodies of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
to decide where cuts might be made.

If approved, as board member
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. pointed out,
the $700,000 represented by the three
separate questions would become part
of the general fund that would be
used for the budget cap calculation
in 2001-02.

“That funding level becomes part
of the base budget for the following
year,” confirmed Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Anthony
DelSordi.

Of the dozen or so members of the
public who attended the meeting,
several made comments prior to the
board’s vote.

Based on her conversation with
one of Scotch Plains’ fire inspectors,
Ellen Freitag of Scotch Plains said,
“The money (earmarked for a new
fire detection system) would be bet-
ter spent on asbestos removal.”

She indicated fire inspector Dave
Koerner, who is also a resident of
Scotch Plains, was “shocked” to learn
of the board’s desire to spend
$227,000 on a new system. She
quoted Mr. Koerner as saying it would
be “snowballing the taxpayer” if the
question were to pass.

In a follow-up telephone interview
with Mr. Koerner, The Times learned
that the inspector, who has been

working under fire official Jonathan
Ellis for about one and a half years,
would prefer to see the existing pneu-
matic fire detection system replaced
gradually.

“I would advise (the board) to do it
over time,” he explained, “and not
overburden the taxpayers.”

During the meeting, Mr. DelSordi
had explained, “As you begin reno-
vations, it is not uncommon to begin
with fire detection.”

On the subject of asbestos, Mr.
DelSordi offered some specifics as
to how the district is monitoring and
managing asbestos in its facilities.

According to him, floor tiles in
many schools are the site of the larg-
est source of asbestos, followed by
asbestos content in certain pipe insu-
lation and a ceiling at the high school.

Following the practice of many
districts, said Mr. DelSordi, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools are “ad-
dressing (the situation) as required
through renovation.” He offered the
example of floor tiles that come loose.
The schools’ maintenance staff is
trained in the proper removal and
replacement of such tiles. When the
opportunity presents itself, and stu-
dents are not present, the entire floor
is usually replaced.

“Some (asbestos) will be addressed
in the immediate future,” he contin-
ued.

“Some will be addressed as we
move forward with renovations.”

An asbestos report is scheduled to
be completed after the spring break,

at which time administrators will
determine what work will be done
during the coming summer and fall.

Board member Thomas Russo, an
attorney with extensive experience
in asbestosis cases, assured the pub-
lic there is no immediate health haz-
ard associated with the asbestos in
the local schools.

“It’s not airborne. It’s not a risk. It
can be removed on an as-needed
basis,” stated Mr. Russo.

Scotch Plains resident Craig Allen
asked if there were a way to build
items like those represented by this
year’s second questions into the base
budget where it would not be so easy
for them “to get shot down.” In look-
ing at the growing impact of the
salaries and benefits portion of the
budget, he wondered if the squeeze
on discretionary spending is “a trend
for years to come.”

In response to Mr. Allen, board
member Richard R. Meade recalled
the most recent contract settlement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association in Decem-
ber 1998, which was barely ap-
proved by the board with a vote of
5-4.

He said, “This is an area within the
board’s control every three years,
(but) it’s not unfettered control.”

In expressing their support for the
budget, Board Vice President Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon and member
August Ruggiero suggested the pub-
lic look at supporting the budget as
an investment in their future.
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He proposed that upkeep of local
recreational facilities could also
benefit through shared services, but
conceded that he “was not sure
whether we’re ready to combine
the two recreation departments.”

Mayor Jung noted the fiscal ad-
vantages of sharing resources be-
came particularly evident this year,
as the Fanwood Borough Council
hammered out a tight budget in
order to accommodate mandatory
insurance and bond payments while
maintaining local services.

The borough’s $5.7 mill ion
spending plan, unveiled by the
council last week and scheduled
for adoption on Wednesday, April
5, ultimately came in at 5.7 percent
over the 1999 figure.

While the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council delivered a flat bud-
get earlier this month, residents in
both towns are facing an increase
in the school portion of their tax
bills. The school district’s tenta-
tive 2000-2001 spending plan rep-
resents a 3.06 percent hike over last
year’s approved budget.

“Ultimately, the bottom line is to
be able to save the residents tax
dollars while maintaining the level
of services which they have be-
come accustomed to,” Mayor Marks

commented.
Saying Westfield Mayor Thomas

C. Jardim had expressed interest in
the committee’s mission, Mr. Marks
indicated even broader sharing op-
portunities may be on the horizon.
“We may have a growing snow-
ball,” he commented.

From Fanwood, members of the
ad hoc committee will include
Democratic Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz, Republican Council-
man Stuart S. Kline and Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern.

Representing Scotch Plains, in
addition to Councilman Rossi, will
be Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Bromley and Township Adminis-
trator Thomas E. Atkins.

School district members will in-
clude Board of Education Vice
President Donald E. Sheldon, board
member Jessica D. Simpson, and
School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Anthony DelSordi.

While the frequency of commit-
tee meetings was still under discus-
sion, plans call for members to pro-
vide their respective groups with
regular updates on their progress
and to present “firm recommenda-
tions” for pooling resources by the
end of the year, Mayor Marks con-
firmed.

New Committee to Study
Options for Towns

SP-F BOE Tackles
World Language Plan

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —After a
seven-week hiatus, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion returned its attention to the
proposed Elementary World Lan-
guage program at its March 23 busi-
ness meeting. A vote on the pro-
posal is scheduled for April 6.

As proposed, foreign language
instruction would begin in the sec-
ond grade in September 2000. Stu-
dents would receive one hour per
week of direct instruction from a
foreign language teacher, instruc-
tion that would be supplemented
by library/media center activities
and art and music classes.

The first state mandated Lan-
guage Proficiency Test is sched-
uled to be administered to fifth-
grade students in fall 2003.

What has sparked the most con-
troversy surrounding the proposal
among board members and from
different members of the public is
the recommendation that different
languages be taught at the different
elementary schools: French at
Brunner, Spanish at Coles and Ev-
ergreen, German at McGinn and
Italian at School One.

Last week, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Instruction Dr. John R.
Crews outlined possible scenarios
for students’ progression through
the foreign language program: if
they stayed with one language from
second grade through high school;
if they switched from one language
to another in the sixth grade; and if
they came to the district in ninth
grade with no prior foreign lan-
guage instruction.

Board member Richard Meade
observed that an extra year of in-
struction seemed to have been added
at the high school level. During
prior discussions, he and others had
voiced concerns about the high
school program’s ability to accom-
modate students’ heightened facil-
ity with a language after so many
years of studying it.

“The proposal looks good to me,”
said Mr. Meade.

To accommodate students who
may switch schools (and foreign
languages) mid-stream by moving
across town, administrators sug-
gested a Saturday course as a way
to help students make the transition
from one language to another.

Students could also use the Sat-
urday classes as enrichment oppor-
tunities.

Administrators have been ac-
cused of shaping the different lan-
guage/different school idea, a first
for a New Jersey school district, in
an effort to preserve the four-lan-
guage, foreign language program
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

Fanwood resident MaryAnn
Bonacum questioned the complex-
ity of managing four languages at
five schools.

Like other members of the pub-
lic, she suggested the board con-
sider Spanish instruction for all el-
ementary students, given “the Span-
ish-speaking community growing
all around us.”

Mrs. Bonacum said teachers
could then use the second half of
fifth grade and all of sixth grade to
introduce students to German,
French and Italian.

Students could then choose one
of those four languages to study in
seventh grade.

Board member Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. called the existing pro-
posal “messy.”

He continued to be dissatisfied
with the idea of four languages at
five schools, and, with what he
called, “restrictive pressures on
families.”

With respect to the high school

program, he said, “I still believe
(it) may not be able to meet the
needs of students who’ve studied
one language for seven years.”

The Elementary World Lan-
guage discussion carried over into
the budget review since $118,500
for staff and training has been built
into a separate question on the
tentative 2000-01 school budget.

If that funding is not approved
by voters, the district would be
forced to hold off on implement-
ing the elementary-level program
until September 2001 when fund-
ing for it could be incorporated
into that year’s regular budget.

Scotch Plains resident and Board
of Education candidate Linda
Nelson suggested it might be
“wiser” to build the $118,500 into
this year’s regular budget rather
than ask voters to approve the fund-
ing as a separate question.

She reiterated the concern that
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools are
lagging two years behind some
comparable districts in introduc-
ing foreign language to elemen-
tary students.

World Language Supervisor
Helga Thomas had warned the
board, “The longer you wait, the
more time must be set aside in the
day for instruction.”

In other business, Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary
Anthony DelSordi reported an in-
formal traffic study had been con-
ducted by an engineer at Park and
Terrill Middle Schools to observe
traffic patterns.

The report will be available by
the next board meeting.

The observation yielded the fol-
lowing suggestions: install barri-
ers, redesign parking lots, add
signage and survey parents to de-
termine the number of children
being dropped off and picked up as
well as the number of walkers. The
suggestion was made that a traffic
count would help officials antici-
pate future traffic/parking needs
around both schools.

Mr. DelSordi emphasized that
no firm has yet been hired to con-
duct a formal traffic analysis.

During the meeting, board mem-
ber Jessica D. Simpson put forth
board member August Ruggiero’s
name as a nominee for Union
County Board Member of the Year.
Mr. Ruggiero, who has served 19
years on the board, elected not to
seek re-election this year.

“His scrupulous work ethic
places him in a league by himself,”
said Mrs. Simpson. “His dogged
pursuit of a goal is unmatched.”

Briefly acknowledging Mr.
Ruggiero’s contributions to board
service, Mr. Saridaki nevertheless
chose to abstain from the vote.
“Such an award is a slight to other
members who put forth so much
effort,” he said.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed its student field trip policy.

There are concerns as to how to
handle dispensation of medications
during trips, particularly overnight
excursions, such as the upcoming
SPFHS band trip to Washington,
D.C.

“This is an issue we’ve not been
dealing with effectively for a
while,” stated Director of Pupil
Services Eleanor Henry, who be-
lieves a licensed nurse should be
hired to dispense required medica-
tion whenever a parent is unable to
make a trip with a child.

In anticipation of the Washing-
ton, D.C. trip, Mrs. Simpson sug-
gested a visiting nurse be hired to
administer medication as required
to students in the hotel where they
will be staying.

Members agreed the board needs
to find a long-term solution to the
problem.

Police Charge Second
Suspect in Connection

With String of Burglaries
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — A second man
has been charged in connection
with a series of burglaries to
homes on the south side of
Westfield that occurred over the
past month.

Michael A. Galasso, 37, who
gave his last address as the
Plainfield YMCA and may be
homeless, was charged by
Westfield police with two counts
of burglary and two counts of
theft in connection with burglar-
ies of two houses on Wyoming
Street, according to Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department.

After being picked up on an
outstanding, non-related charge
in Plainfield, Galasso was being
held in the Middlesex County
Jail in North Brunswick.

At press time, however,
Galasso had been released and
was being held in the Union
County Jail on a $5,000 bond on
the Westfield charges.

Lieutenant Parizeau said po-
lice believe that Galasso and
Jeremiah Shoemaker, 25, who
was arrested by Westfield police
last week, had worked together
in the burglary of south side
homes.

Shoemaker, who has told po-
lice he is homeless and had been
living at the Plainfield YMCA,
was arrested March 21 after a
Westfield Avenue woman re-
ported to police that as she drove
into her driveway, a man backed
away from her front door. The
resident was able to give police a
description of the man.

A short time later, authorities
spotted a man fitting the descrip-
tion walking near the Westfield
train station toward Scotch
Plains. Property which was said
to be taken from the Westfield
Avenue home was found in the
man’s possession, Lieutenant

Parizeau said. He was charged
in connection with the burglary.

Westfield police the next day
charged Shoemaker with two
counts of burglary and two
counts of theft in connection
with two Wyoming Street home
break-ins and a criminal attempt,
or unsuccessful burglary, at a
Stoneleigh Park residence. Bail
was set at $5,000. The suspect is
being held in the Union County
Jail in Elizabeth.

Westfield police had been in-
vestigating the string of bur-
glaries and knew from witnesses
that two men may have been
involved in the break-ins, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Westfield police sent details
about the town’s burglaries and
Shoemaker to area communi-
ties, and the next day Plainfield
police contacted Westfield au-
thorities about Galasso, who
they were questioning and who
they thought might be connected
to the house break-ins.

Plainfield Police Chief Ed-
ward Santiago said there had
been some house burglaries in
Plainfield and that police had
put together a team of officers
who were patrolling the area
March 22 when a house alarm
went off.

After interviewing people who
were near the scene of the alarm
activation, police were able to
piece together a description and
apprehend Galasso.

Scotch Plains police also were
looking into the possibility of
whether the two men had any
connection to some burglaries that
had occurred in that township
during the last month, but had not
been able to make any link.

Lieutenant Parizeau said that
there are still some burglary
cases which remain open in
Westfield that police have not
been able to connect to the two
men.
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Planting of Flowers
Planned in Fanwood
To Mark Earth Day

FANWOOD — Flowers donated
by Parker Greenhouses of Scotch
Plains will be planted at the Fanwood
Train Station and at Borough Hall to
celebrate Fanwood’s Annual Earth
Day Cleanup on Saturday, April 15.

Volunteers are invited to gather at
8:30 a.m. at the southside parking lot
of the Fanwood train station. Teams
will be assigned to clean parks and
public areas in the borough.

The Fanwood Lions Club will re-
move litter that has accumulated
along South Avenue.

At 1:30 p.m., wildflowers will be
planted in an area adjacent to the
Fanwood Nature Center on Cray Ter-
race. Environmental Commissioner
Dean Talcott will provide more in-
formation in the upcoming weeks.

Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves
and garbage bags will be furnished
to all participants.

Local merchants will supply re-
freshments at the conclusion of the
activity, which is expected to take
about two hours.

The Fanwood Clean Community
Committee is working in conjunc-
tion with the Fanwood Department
of Public Works on the program,
which is funded through a state Clean
Communities grant. The event will
be held rain or shine.

Thomas E. Atkins noted, due prima-
rily to new hauling requirements
imposed by state regulators that will
lengthen the trips made by Waste
Management vehicles from Scotch
Plains to the disposal facilities in
northern New Jersey.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling on Union County’s gov-
ernment to work towards establish-
ing an animal control service in part-
nership with the county’s 21 towns.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
said there has been “a lot more move-
ment” recently in the direction of a
county-sponsored effort, especially
in the wake of the troubles with
Garden State Kennels, which handled
animal control efforts for a number
of towns and recently announced it
was shutting its doors.

A resolution was passed urging the
state to place a referendum on the
November ballot that would, if
passed, back the consideration of a
state constitutional amendment to
separate school taxes from real es-
tate property taxes and have the state
government fully fund local educa-

tion budgets.
Saying that the local property tax

is “a very regressive tax,” Mayor
Marks called the referendum idea
“an interesting initiative” that he
supports.

Separately, the council appointed
James Fawcett to the township Board
of Adjustment and named former Coun-
cilwoman and Mayor Irene T. Schmidt
and Chris Abeel as alternates.

At the start of the meeting, Harold
Klein, a consultant with the United
States Census Bureau, spoke to the
council about the efforts to count the
population. He noted that 58 percent
of Scotch Plains’ households have
already returned their census forms,
which are due April 11.

Mayor Marks reminded township
residents that the Public Works De-
partment will begin the pickup of
leaves and gumballs on Monday,
April 10.

He also announced the March 14
birth of Nisrene Boto, daughter of
Karina and Mohammad Boto. Mrs.
Boto is the secretary to Township
Attorney Douglas Hansen.

SP Council Puts Off Vote
On Ordinance on Fundraising

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
ALONG FOR THE RIDE…Zachary Jones, 15 months, of Metuchen gets wheeled out of Parker Greenhouses Farm &
Garden Center in Scotch Plains by his mother, Michele, during a recent spring purchasing spree.

See Your Fanwood,
Scotch Plains News

On the Internet:
www.goleader.com!

‘Dollars for Students’ Drive
Set by Scholarship Foundation

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation will conduct its 33rd annual
residential canvass, “Dollars for
Students” on Saturday, April 15,
and Sunday, April 16.

The Foundation is seeking con-
tributions to provide financial as-
sistance to deserving Scotch Plains
and Fanwood student residents in
their post high school education.
Approximately 60 local high school
and college students will be mak-
ing door-to-door solicitations
throughout Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the Foundation also admin-
isters scholarships sponsored by 20
local organizations as well as ad-
ministering the capital of 23 estab-
lished memorial scholarship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
Foundation has administered
$791,370 in scholarships for the
benefit of local students. Last year,
$83,900 of financial aid was ad-
ministered by the Foundation to 61
of the students who applied. This
year, the screening committee is in
the process of evaluating 90 appli-
cations from local high school and
college students.

The house-to-house canvass and
a direct mail effort are the
Foundation’s only fundraising ef-
forts for its “Dollars for Students”
scholarships. If residents are not
contacted by a student, donations
may be sent to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box No. 123, Fanwood, 07023.

Terrill Middle School
To Host Health Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS – Seventh
grade students at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains will present
a health fair for students, faculty
and their parents on Thursday, April
13, from 9 to 10:30 a.m.

Cancer, fitness, nutrition, heart
disease, depression and other top-
ics will be presented.

For more information, please call
Catherine Panico at (908) 322-
5215.

‘Letting Go’ Workshop
Planned by SP-F PTA
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA) will
present “Letting Go,” a discussion
on issues which can develop be-
tween parents and children progress
through high school and prepare to
“leave the nest.”

The forum will be hosted on
Wednesday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m.
in the high school’s multipurpose
room.

Karen McDermott, District Su-
pervisor of Guidance, and Liz
Knodel-Gordon, District Substance
Awareness Coordinator, will lead
the discussions.

All are welcome to attend.

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Thursday, Mar. 30, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood COP-TV

Thursday, Mar. 30, 9:00 P.M.
NJ State Naval Militia

Saturday, Apr. 1, 8:00 P.M.
1999 Earth Day

Saturday, Apr. 1, 9:00 P.M.
Art Show with local artists
Shaeffer, Cook & Devlin

Monday, Apr. 3, 8:00 P.M.
Millenium Clock installation
& dedication

Monday, Apr. 3, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum

Wednesday, Apr. 5, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood - 100 Years of Gold

Wednesday, Apr. 5, 9:00 P.M.
Men of The Intrepid

WE ARE ROOTED IN SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Information is the key to a
healthy and prosperous
community. The towns we
serve have grown and
flourished since we first began
covering them 109 years ago
and we pride ourselves in our

association with them. Become
a subscriber today and you not
only become a well informed
member of today’s community,
you become part of the rich
traditions that make our towns
truly special!
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