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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Westfield Residents Oppose Location
Of South Side Parking Deck

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and Council-
woman Janis Fried Weinstein and for-
warded to The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
We wish to voice our opposition to the

proposal for a south side parking deck.
The Rich study of Westfield’s needs
found that the area behind the stores on
East Broad Street would serve the shop-
pers, provide a hidden structure and raise
considerable funds through parking
meters. Although it was not mentioned
in the study, Lots 1 and 8 could be
combined to provide adequate room for
a parking deck.

A parking deck of four stories on the
south side would be a hideous infringe-
ment on the town, blocking the lovely
view of the north side from South Av-
enue, hiding the new railroad station and
causing a monstrous parking problem
for commuters. At the present time, the
south side lot is accessible from several
entrances and cars may travel in both
directions up and down the aisles to find
parking spaces.

Imagine a one-entrance ramp with
drivers racing up to the next space,

quickly parking, and running down the
steps and out onto the station platform
while more commuters lined up to enter
the structure. Commuters from the north
side would have to get to the south side.
The traffic circle would be a nightmare
of unimaginable congestion.

The Architectural Review Board, and
the Zoning Board have been careful in
permitting appropriate signage, and lot
usage and appropriate building design in
Westfield. Their work would prove use-
less in the light of the construction of an
ugly parking deck. It would become the
landmark for the Town of Westfield.

The Town Council, under your lead-
ership, has allowed our lovely Munici-
pal Building to crumble. You have de-
fended the traffic circle which is useless
and outdated. Now, you are asking us to
tolerate the building of a parking deck,
which will leave its ugly mark on
Westfield for many years to come.

We have supported you and voted for
you. Now, it is your turn to support us in
the preservation of our “Colonial
Westfield.”

Barbara and Harry Zietchick
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

SP Fire Inspector Has Different View
Of Schools’ Fire Alarms, Reader Says

Amusement Park Neighbor Explains
Concerns About Proposed Expansion
Deborah Madison’s representation of

the four-hour Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment meeting on March 14 cer-
tainly did well to present Bowcraft’s
point of view. However, on behalf of the
residents most directly affected by the
expansion and new water-park features,
many major points were omitted, and,
for contemplative purposes, here, I ask:

Is there any reason why neighbors
should not be concerned, when their
health, well-being. peace, privacy, and
property values are being affected?
Bowcraft, as an enterprise, regardless of
ownership (and there have been a few),
has a long history of not living up to its
agreements: Properties transferred with
deeds lacking in original covenants,
buffer zones eliminated, nuisance noise
and excessive lighting affecting nearby
homeowners and now, the transporta-
tion of numerous heavy construction
vehicles over a private road in the dead
of night, large volumes of building stone
deposited on the property with no ap-
proved reason to use it, a water-manage-
ment pond decreasing daily in size and
the purchase of two residential proper-
ties which just happen to fall opposite
each other at the same end of the Bowcraft
property.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
anticipate their plan! Indeed, it seems
crystal clear that, were the variance ex-
tended, a “traffic pattern” would be cre-
ated to benefit Bowcraft (and work to the
detriment of the neighborhood, adjacent
towns, and the Reservation)!

In addition, prior to purchasing our
home, I, personally, queried Mr. Marke
as to (1) whether or not any of the noise
of the crowds or the operation would
affect my property on Glenside; and (2)
whether or not any expansion or devel-
opments were contemplated that would
influence our location. I was told (a) that
there would never be any noise beyond
what I heard in the park that day; and (b)
unequivocally, that there were no cur-
rent plans for additional development —
when, in fact, their original filing of the
application currently under consideration
long pre-dated my inquiry.

Under oath, Mr. Marke stated that the
park closed on October 1 (the date on
which we moved into our new home)
and — several times — that the public
address system was not used after that
date. Over subsequent weekends, we
heard, loudly and clearly, several adver-
tising announcements concerning the
starting time of rides on the Bowcraft
property.

Therefore, why should anyone be-
lieve Mr. Marke when he states that he
doesn’t know how many people come
through the gate (although bracelets are
issued, and I’m sure the IRS would love
to know!) and claims there will be no
expansion or diversion of access/egress
routes affecting Glenside or Victor.

His testimony included much contra-
diction as, I’m sure, the transcript will
bear out. In fact, the local residents were
able to enter into evidence Bowcraft’s
Internet advertising, which extends far
beyond the stated “local” boundaries
(New York. Pennsylvania, etc.) and be-
yond the level of kiddie birthday parties.
(Since when do nursery schools have
corporate parties numbering 300 or
more?)

Buying a home is the largest invest-
ment most people ever make. Therefore
protection of its value — particularly in
these “high-priced times” is imperative
to most of us taxpayers. With Scotch
Plains’ 97.5 percent residential tax base,
I should think that it would be important
to our town fathers, as well. We pur-
chase our homes, usually based on care-
ful research regarding the house and its

surroundings — in our case, approxi-
mately 11 months, exploring the coun-
tryside from Pattenburg to Millburn and
Chatham to Holmdel, considering every
possible advantage or disadvantage of
its location and, because of the currently
“ideal” characteristics and surroundings
of our Glenside Avenue home, paid some-
what more than we would have wished.

Yes, I am concerned about the
Bowcraft development, about the integ-
rity of Bowcraft’s owners, and about the
peace and safety of my neighbors, their
children, and the impact on all of the
environmental factors that will be af-
fected by extending a variance which
has already gone too far and whose privi-
lege has been abused along the way.

QUESTION: When someone violates
the terms of a previously “grandfathered”
use variance, does that not render it null
and void? Or do they get a minor “wrap
on the knuckles” and the advice not to do
it again?

And, again, I ask the question never
answered at the meeting: We’ve heard
much about how the project will benefit
Bowcraft, but how will it benefit Scotch
Plains’ residents and taxpayers? I think
we all know the answer: It will not
benefit Scotch Plains at all and, in fact,
can only diminish property values and
“that Hometown Feeling,” making re-
sale almost impossible!

Scotch Plains residents: The next
meeting is scheduled for Thursday. May
4, at 7:30 p.m. Please be there, in force,
to help us protect our interests — we,
who have everything to lose and nothing
to gain from Bowcraft’s expanded use.
Apparently, there are those who serve
our community who don’t think the re-
ported 100 in attendance and 300-400
signatures provide sufficient support
even to present our viewpoint!

Karen K. Johnsen
Scotch Plains

After meeting with Scotch Plains Fire
Inspector Dave Koerner and discussing
with him The Thomas Group’s recom-
mendation to upgrade the fire alarm
systems in the elementary schools, he
was shocked to hear that the Board of
Education would want to spend $227,000
to upgrade these systems.

On Wednesday, March 15, 2000, he
just completed his inspections of all the
schools and everything was clean and up
to code. Everything is in fine working
order. The only fault he could find, is a
couple fire extinguishers needed to be
replaced at a minimal cost.

According to Mr. Koerner, who is a
local resident paying taxes in Scotch
Plains, he can’t understand why the Board
of Education would have an outside con-

sultant, The Thomas Group, a profit
making organization from Princeton,
recommending this change when he him-
self is a licensed inspector and qualified
to make these decisions at no cost to the
taxpayers. He says if this passes, this is
what he would call “snowballing the
taxpayer.”

I would think you can spend this money
more wisely by checking and removing
all asbestos in Park Middle School and
other schools that may have asbestos.

If there are any questions, please con-
tact Mr. Koerner and he would gladly
discuss discuss this situation with you.
His advice is free – no cost to the taxpay-
ers.

Ellen Freitag
Scotch Plains

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits
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� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun
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Your Environmental Headquarters

For optimum performance and safety, please read the owner’s manual
before operating your Honda Power Equipment

©2000 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

� Powerful 5.0hp Honda engine

� Hydrostatic transmission

� Rugged aluminum deck

� Converts to mulch or discharge

� 6 height adjustments

� Our #1 lawn mower

Your Authorized Full Service Dealer.

www.etpetersen.com

HR215HXA

™

Theresa A. Mitchell

• Individuals • Corporations • Partnerships •

– Over 10 Years Experience –
Quality, Professional Service at Reasonable Prices
Free Consultation

(908) 322-3213

Certified Public Accountant

Member of the AICPA and NJSCPA as well as the SPBPA

• Income Tax Preparation • Accounting Services • Tax Planning
• Financial Statements • QuickBooks Consulting

WBA League Director
Thanks Those Who
Helped With Season

I want to thank the Westfield Baskeball
Association (WBA) and the Westfield
school administration for help in allo-
cating gym time at Westfield High School
and Roosevelt Intermediate School in
the evenings this past basketball season.

Bill Taylor of the WBA was espe-
cially helpful in getting adequate gym
time since this had become a problem in
past seasons. Many thanks go to Ralph
Zimak for the fine job he did running the
boys WBA program and the support he
gave the high school boy’s league.

Special thanks go to those people who
working as referees, book keepers and/
or time keepers helped make the league
a success. This list includes Tom Kemps,
Ralph Zimak, Pat Keenoy, Pete Osborn,
Brian Janney, Leo Kane, Gary Castaldo,
Jim Surgent and Pete Nahaczewski. Their
contribution of time and energy made
for an enjoyable season for all 46 high
school boys who participated.

Mike Cashman
High School Westfield Basketball

Association League Director
Westfield

Mountainside Resident Questions
Last Minute Change of Candidates

Linda Esemplare and Pat Knodel have
now both explained their actions regard-
ing their candidacies for Mountainside’s
School Board. Mrs. Esemplare pulls out
at literally the last minute, tells no other
board members what she’s doing and
delivers her hand-picked replacement’s
petition, putting Mrs. Knodel in the race.
Anticipating they’d secure an uncon-
tested seat and continue to represent
“approximately 70 percent” of the citi-
zenry, they contrived this plan together.

Mrs. Esemplare explains that “life
situations do not always play out when it
is convenient for one to make a timely
decision.” It wasn’t “convenient” to even
let other school board members know
she wasn’t running again. Instead, she

makes a “timely decision” to hand de-
liver Mrs. Knodel’s petition with min-
utes to go before the filing deadline.

Mrs. Knodel wishes to be perceived as
a person of integrity. Does a person of
integrity demonstrate such manipula-
tive behavior? Mrs. Knodel says she’s
been faithful to her duties during her 26
years. Voters in last April’s election
seemed to think that was long enough.
Apparently, when she received a plaque
for her years of service she misinter-
preted that honor, too. She says she’d
“requested” library books in her honor,
but after a delay in fulfilling her request
she says she sought “closure” and said,
“Forget the books, just put a plaque in
the library.” Why seek closure and then
run for school board again?

Mrs. Knodel thinks it’d be nice for
young girls to see the plaque and “see
that a ‘woman’ had attained this mile-
stone.” Why does she put woman in
quotes? It’s quite common for girls to-
day to aspire to any role in society.
Antiquated and flawed reasoning such
as this does not deserve a seat on the
school board.

Mrs. Knodel and Mrs. Esemplare at-
tempt to explain so much making one
wonder, what for? If they’ve done noth-
ing “dishonest or illegal,” as Mrs. Knodel
says, then why all this explanation? Is
honesty the shield of defense they wish
to use? Is it honest to hide your candi-
dacy or withdrawal from the board until
there are only minutes left to file? Is it
honest to hide your intentions when there
was ample opportunity to reveal them?
Mrs. Knodel laments that people don’t
speak to them before writing letters to
complain about their behavior. Many
people wonder why they weren’t more
honest concerning their intentions in
February.

Asking us to believe them simply
because they say so, they forget that
actions speak louder than words. We are
to believe Mrs. Knodel would inspire
youth, yet her comments reveal how out
of touch with them she really is.

Thomas Schranck
Mountainside

Mountainside BOE
Presents New Budget

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — After months
of preparation, the Mountainside
Board of Education Tuesday approved
the school district’s 2000-2001 bud-
get of $9,077,471. The budget will be
offset by a tax levy of $8,066,039
which will go before voters at the
School Board Elections on Tuesday,
April 18.

The proposed tax levy represents a
2 cent hike per $100 of assessed
valuation in the school tax rate from
$1.65 in 1999 to $1.67 this year.

With parents in the audience, in-
terim Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Frances Tolley dis-
cussed during a slide-presentation
how the proposed budget and its
figures were calculated in accordance
with district needs. The budget in-
cludes three new teachers for the
upcoming 2000-2001 school year and
how the addition of newly imple-
mented after school programs has
caused additional classroom needs
to keep Mountainside’s students in
the forefront for the new century.

The budget represents a 3 percent
increase from the previous 1999-
2000 school budget, according to

Mrs. Tolley. Property taxes would
increase $40 on a home assessed at
$200,000, the average assessment in
the borough, if the tax levy is passed.

As reported by Mrs. Tolley, the
school rate proposed is $1.67 per
$100 of assessed valued.

Mrs. Tolley said in addition to the
tax levy, other revenue sources in-
clude state aid of $518,337; $153,500
from the district’s surplus; rental rev-
enue received from two rental enti-
ties — Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission and Union County Educa-
tion Services Commission — at the
former Beechwood School $246,670;
state and federal funded projects to-
taling $52,925, and miscellaneous
revenue of $40,000. The revenues
total $1,011,432.

Election polls for the upcoming
proposed 2000-2001 school budget
will take place on Tuesday, April 18
from 2 p.m. and 9 p.m.

The borough’s three polling poll
places are: Deerfield School at Cen-
tral Avenue and School Drive;
Mountainside Municipal Building at
Route 22 and New Providence Road
and the Community Presbyterian
Church of Mountainside at Meeting
House Lane and Deer Path.

Watch Mutual Funds Carefully
In Order to Maximize Investment

By DR. KAREN M. ENSLE
The need to eventually sell a

mutual fund should be kept in mind
from the time you purchase a new
fund.

It is a good idea to select mutual
funds for specific goals and at least
have a general idea of how long
you’ll want to remain invested.
Generally, the main reason for con-
sidering a sale is that a fund is not
living up to your expectations.

Everyone should be prepared to
get rid of investments that are not
doing what they were purchased to
do. When making this decision, an
investor should re-evaluate the
same factors they considered when
buying.

Fund prospectuses, the legal sell-
ing document and analyses in mu-
tual fund guidebooks (e.g.,
Morningstar) should be reviewed
at least once a year to keep abreast
of changing fundamentals.

The reasons for becoming dis-
satisfied and considering a sale fall
into several categories:

1. Performance: For most inves-
tors this should be the single most
important consideration. For ex-
ample, if a value-oriented large
company stock fund has lagged
other large cap value funds for
perhaps two years, it might be time
to switch. Investors should also
check to see how the fund has
performed relative to an appropri-
ate benchmark or index. You can
compare a large company growth
and income fund against the S & P
500, a small company fund with
the Russell 2000 index, and an
international stock fund with the
Europe, Australia, Far East (EAFE)
index.

2. Expenses portfolio turnover
and size: These are not the primary
criteria to use for unloading a fund,
but they should be monitored. An
expense ratio that is climbing no-
ticeably should be a cause for con-
cern, since expenses pull down
performance. A change in portfo-
lio turnover rate (a measure of how
frequently a fund buys and sells
securities) could reflect a change
in management style. The size of
the fund can be important because
it could hurt performance-e.g., a
small company growth fund that
has become so big (taken in large
amounts of cash) that its character

has changed (no longer able to buy
small stocks) might be a candidate
for selling.

3. Management: A change in
managers may or may not be a red
flag. Investors need to find out the
reason for the move and the back-
ground and qualifications of the
person taking over. If the reason
for buying the fund in the first
place was the reputation of the
manager, and that manager has
now been hired by another fund
company or perhaps started a new
fund, consider moving with the
manager.

You may be better off not selling
in many situations. Here are some
“don’ts” to take into consideration.
Don’t sell too soon. Just because a
fund has performed so well for so
long does not mean it is going to
have to do bad in the future. There
are usually a select group of funds
that perform extremely well over
long time periods.

Don’t sell just after a big drop, as
in October 1987. This is panic-
selling, and many who sold at that
time regretted it particularly as
they watched the relatively speedy
recovery of the market. The people
who made money in 1987 were the
ones who couldn’t get through to
their brokers!

Think twice about selling a fund
on which you have a large unreal-
ized gain. Selling can cause you to
have an unnecessary tax liability if
the fund is in a taxable account
rather than a tax deferred one. Your
pretax profit is reduced by the
amount of any taxes due on real-
ized gains.

The sell decision is often harder
to make than the initial decision to
buy. That is why you need a well
thought-out investment plan that
you can stick with. This way, you
are less likely to be influenced by
short-term volatility in the market.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: This MONEY 2000

message is sponsored by Rutgers Co-
operative Extension. MONEY 2000 is
a program designed to increase the
financial well being of New Jersey
residents through increased house-
hold savings and reduced household
debt. For further information about
MONEY 2000 and other educational
programs, contact your local Rutgers
Cooperative Extension office.

Good News

Corinthians 5:17 The Gospel

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed
away;behold,all things are become new.”


