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New Jersey Continues to Have No Impact
On Deciding Presidential Primary Races

Letters to the Editor

Well, once again, New Jersey voters will have no
real say in choosing the two major party candidates
for President. After primaries and caucuses in some
two dozen states in the past two months, in which
about 17 million voters—a mere 12 percent of all
registered U.S. voters — took part, the American
people, aided and abetted by the media, professional
fundraisers, spin doctors, analysts, consultants and
others, have apparently settled on Texas Governor
George W. Bush and Vice President Al Gore as the
candidates for the White House.

Mind you, the election is more than half a year
away.

It leaves us kind of incredulous to realize that the
nomination fights were settled before voters in big
states like Texas, Florida, Illinois, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey ever got the chance to
view attack ads on television or receive a menacing
and unsolicited phone call debasing the reputation of
one of the candidates.

By the time our primary day rolls around on June 6,
the campaigns of Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush will be at a
point where they’re likely to be hashing out debate
arrangements, choosing vice presidential running mates
and polishing their acceptance speeches. In other
words, don’t expect either of them to be greeting you
at the Westfield or Fanwood train stations or strolling
into the local diner seeking your support.

In fact, it’s been nearly a quarter of a century since
the New Jersey presidential primary really mattered.
In 1976, Jimmy Carter needed, and got, a late season
win in New Jersey that pretty much secured him the
Democratic nomination, while on the GOP side,
Ronald Reagan was battling President Gerald Ford
for every delegate in their down-to-the-wire nomina-
tion fight.

In recent years, though, as states have elbowed
each other aside in an effort to be among the first to
hold presidential primaries, the Garden State has

been content to continue holding its vote in the
warmth of June, usually long after the candidates at
the top of the ballot have been chosen. Thus, our vote
has usually been simply a symbolic rubber stamping
of approval on whomever the presumptive nominee is
in early June.

Of course, primary elections aren’t solely about
choosing presidential candidates. In our area this
year, there will be a slew of races to decide, including
the nominees for U.S. Senate, the House of Repre-
sentatives, and a host of local municipal races. So,
despite the absence of any suspense in the presiden-
tial vote, it will still be important for voters to
participate on June 6.

But what about our presidential primary? With
more states pushing their way to the front of the line,
the campaign season, once a real marathon of several
months, has become more like a 50-yard sprint, with
those contenders who don’t get a very fast start
finding themselves out of the running soon after the
first primary votes are cast. Is it fair that New Hamp-
shire voters, who this year represented less than one
half of one percent of the more than 142 million
registered voters in the U.S., have the level of clout
that they do?

Should they alone have such power to determine
the front runner and also force the withdrawal of other
candidates?

Perhaps New Jersey should consider moving up its
presidential primary date.

Maybe the best solution would be for our state to
hold its 2004 presidential primary, say, next week, to
ensure maximum clout. In a more serious vein, state
political leaders in both political parties should put
their heads together and come up with some solution
so that candidates for president see New Jersey as an
important campaign stop and not merely part of the
passing landscape on their victory lap to their parties’
nominations.

SOME JOKES
ARE JEWELS

Joke/Juggler/Jewel — It is diffi-
cult to imagine the Romans of old
cracking one liners, but apparently
they did (jest) that. The Latin word
for joke, in fact, was jocus, which is
defined as mirth or humor, while
jocular meant to ject.

Joculari, influenced by the French
language, evolved to jogler, a jester
or entertainer and especially a tum-
bler. Jogler survives today in the
word juggler, one who performs feats
of dexterity.

Although we think of today’s jug-
gler as one who can maintain several
objects in the air at one time, alter-
nately throwing and catching them,
he was originally an all-around funny
man. The final gem in this crown of
jocular words is jewel, which stems
from joel, a cognate of jocus, mean-
ing a trinkit or plaything.

Comedy was and still is a serious
business. The vaudevillian who
bombed might have gotten the hook,
while the television comedian who
figuratively “dies” simply gets low
Neilsen Ratings. But if their medi-
eval counterpart failed to amuse, he
could literally die. And that’s no
laughing matter.

Local Letter to President Clinton
Suggests Ammunition, Explosives Tax

45-Year Scotch Plains Resident Urges
Others to Vote For School Budget

With the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school elections approaching,
I am asking my friends and neighbors to
join me in supporting the school budget.
Although we may have a difficult time
with one or two budgeted items, a “no”
vote on the entire budget will only im-
pact negatively on our students.

Please remember, approximately 88
percent of the budget are non-negotiable
items. With a defeat of the budget, items
such as student books, materials, operat-
ing expenses, supplies and programs
will be drastically reduced, if not elimi-
nated completely.

A “no” vote motivated by anger over
salaries and benefits received by school
personnel hasn’t any effect whatsoever
on those items. Please remember, those
items are non-negotiable and a part of
the budget that can’t be reduced. We can
reduce staff, but inevitably class size
will increase significantly, which will
ultimately effect the quality of teaching
the curriculum. Additionally, with a de-
feated budget, co-curricular activities
will surely be affected.

As a resident of Scotch Plains for over
45 years and an alumni of our public
school system (as are my children), I
strongly believe that the strength of our
community has and continues to be the
educational opportunities we offer. The
values of our homes and properties con-
tinues to increase and retain their desir-
ability to incoming families.

We have always been a community
who care and contribute to the well-
being of our young people. Let’s not
abandon them now. Please consider your
vote carefully and measure the conse-
quences of your decision. I and my chil-
dren have received an invaluable educa-
tion from our public schools because the
school budget was there to provide the
very best.

Let us not sit back and say, “It’s
someone else’s responsibility now that

my children are no longer involved.”
Our community was there for the chil-
dren then — our community should be
there now. It’s everyone’s responsibility
to make sure our public schools are
sound and continue to offer educational
excellence. I have always been proud of
my hometown and its citizens and that
pride continues to this day. Please join
me and vote yes for our schools.

Barbara Roskin
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
President William Clinton and forwarded
to The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
The time has come for us all to end the

rhetoric about gun control and initiate
some action that will really make a dif-
ference. Let face it, it’s really too late to
prevent the continuation of rampant kill-
ings due to the existing proliferation of
guns. What’s really needed is a very
tight control on the availability of am-
munition.

I would like to suggest that legislation
be initiated to impose a federal tax on the
sale of all types of ammunition and
explosives. This tax should be heavy
enough so that it would make the use of
firearms prohibitively expensive. The
use of firearms should be a luxury for the
ordinary citizen. It is a hazard for all
involved with any use of guns whether it
is for target practice, or for hunting.

I find it difficult to understand why
there is a federal tax on telephone calls,
gasoline, beer, wine and whisky but not
on ammunition.

If a tax were imposed, the funds could
be used to provide indemnification for

the victims of firearm episodes. These
funds could also be used for additional
police forces, for increased research on
firearm safety and for additional safety
training in the use of guns and for the
prevention of guns falling into the hands
of children.

Mr. President, I urge you to discuss
this proposal with your advisors and
with the Democratic Party leaders, and I
ask you to seriously consider proposing
that legislation be initiated.

Bill Williams
Scotch Plains

Lapolla Campaign Co-Chair Calls
Letter Writer’s Intent ‘Questionable’
I read with great interest the recent

letter from David Golush (March 23,
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood). He tells of
spending a week in Israel with Maryanne
S. Connelly and has high praise for her as
a Democrat candidate for Congress.

I must pause to question why Mr.
Golush, a Republican since the days of
Eisenhower, would take time from his
fundraising activities for a Republican
candidate for the United States Senate to
promote the candidacy of the least strong
of the Democratic choices.

I think perhaps David Golush should
take the lie detector test he so frivolously

offered to pay for others to take. His
motives are clearly questionable.

I am amazed that Mr. Golush is so
closely related to two such respected
Democrats as Congressman Barney
Frank and White House senior advisor
Ann Lewis. Wow! Talk about a black
sheep in the family.

June S. Fischer
Scotch Plains

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Fischer is a Co-

Chairwoman of the Lapolla for Con-
gress campaign.
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Former Westfield Resident, Teacher
Hopes to Hear From Her Students

Recently my husband and I traveled to
New Jersey to attend a funeral in
Westfield for a dear classmate of our
1956 Holy Trinity High School Graduat-
ing Class. While there, we took a “trip
down memory lane” to view the lovely
town of Westfield and of course our “ole
high school.” It was pleasing to see how
the town has held onto its “original
charm” and yet become enhanced with
the “new!” I was delighted to observe
how Westfield continues to be a wonder-
ful community for young families and
offers benefits to the older folks as well.
This “timeless tradition” of Westfield
remains “alive and well!” Great job,
people!!

As I reveled in moments of deja vue,
I felt compelled to visit the building
where I once taught first-grade for three
years. Then, it was known as Holy Trin-
ity Grammar School. Presently, it is a
condominium. In looking at the street
level windows which once allowed the
seasons to permeate through to the class-
room comprised of “the 6-year-old won-
ders of tomorrow” I experienced “joy.”

The first-grade classes that I taught
there as Miss Elizabeth Selitto were
1959, 1960 and 1961. How awesome it
would be for me to hear from you former
students still in the area or perhaps not in
the area! I loved you all as you granted
me the privilege as your teacher to intro-
duce you to the basic learning skills of
reading, math, writing and art creativity.

I do hope you all were impressed
enough that “learning” instilled a desire
and joy within you to be curious, knowl-
edgeable and successful in your growing
and adult years! Perhaps I may hear from
you in the immediate future. There would
be one “catch” however. Please write me
at 2 Olde Lantern Road, Bedford, N.H.,
03110 — no e-mail — as I would like to

see how “well or not-so-well” I taught
penmanship! And family, single, chil-
dren or pet photos included would be
great if you so choose.

Hoping you all are well and at peace in
whatever makes you happy into this new
millennium!

Elizabeth Selitto Heroux
Bedford, N.H.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to
the Editor

School Board Incumbent Kessler Says
Leader Series Should Include Others

Coles PTA Endorses
New School Budget

At our March 20 meeting, the J.A.
Coles PTA Executive Board voted unani-
mously to endorse the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education’s proposed
budget for the 2000-2001 school year.

This operating budget seems both fis-
cally responsible and academically rea-
sonable. We urge all residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to go to their poll-
ing places on April 18, from 2 p.m. to 9
p.m., and vote to support this budget,
allowing the district to continue to offer
the fine education for which it is known.

Gale Miller
Corresponding Secretary

J.A. Coles PTA

Senator Defends Founding Fathers;
Urges Stoppage of ‘Politics of Division’
By SENATOR GERALD CARDINALE

Recently a Senator of the state of
New Jersey tried to turn history up-
side down. It occurred during debate
on Senate bill S-869, which would
require the daily recitation of a por-
tion of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and an accompanying academic
program for New Jersey students.

The required recitation is: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. That to secure
these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

Senator Wayne Bryant declared
that such a recitation and course of
study would be a “slap in the face to
African Americans.” He labeled the
Declaration of Independence a racist
document because he claims the word
“men” means “white males only.”

Apparently Dr. Martin Luther King
read these words differently. So did
Abraham Lincoln. Dr. King referred
to these “magnificent words” of the
Declaration as “a promissory note”
to which every American was to fall
heir. Dr. King said: “This note was a
promise that all men — yes black
men as well as white men — would
be guaranteed the inalienable rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” Dr. King’s last sermon
referred to “those great wells of de-
mocracy dug deep by our founding
fathers in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution.”

Dr. King frequently expressed his

deep gratitude to the architects of
our nation, to the founding fathers, to
Jefferson, to Madison, to Washing-
ton. He identified their work as the
foundation of the ongoing move-
ment for social, political and eco-
nomic opportunity for Americans of
all skin color.

Abraham Lincoln said we are “a
nation dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal” [em-
phasis added on all]. Apparently
Senator Bryant disagrees with Lin-
coln and Martin Luther King. Sena-
tor Bryant is wrong. “All men” meant
in that era “all mankind—all races,
gender-neutral.”

Why a recitation? Because it’s a
good way to learn. What we recite
we remember. What’s wrong with
students of all races and gender hav-
ing engraved on their hearts and in
their memories that they and their
neighbors are equal? We gain more
as a nation if we unify on common
principles. We lose when we pit gen-
der against gender, race against race.
It’s time the politics of division is
recognized for what it is and is re-
jected by all Americans. It’s about
time every senator’s constituents told
them to stop worrying about false
accusations of racism and to do what
they know in their hearts is right.

Our children need values on which
they can rely. This recitation is the
core value of America. It belongs in
the minds and hearts of all Ameri-
cans. Our schools should be teaching
it but many are not. Why not?

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Dr. Gerald Cardinale

is a New Jersey state Senator represent-
ing the 39th District in Bergen County.

As a current member of the Westfield
Board of Education I wish to comment
on the recent series of articles in The
Westfield Leader addressing the pro-
cess of running for a position on the
Westfield Board of Education. In the
Concepts & Thought section of the
February 24, March 9 and March 23
issues of The Leader, Michelle
LePoidevin takes the byline, document-
ing the activities that Peter Billson is
undertaking in seeking election to the
board.

When I spoke with Ms. LePoidevin
on the afternoon of March 16 and asked
if the other candidates had an opportu-
nity to participate in this column, she
said, “no.” NO? Ms. LePoidevin stated
that this series of articles was an idea of
the editor and only Mr. Billson’s expe-
riences would be permitted for the ar-
ticles.

She stated that the editor wanted to
get the opinion of an “average Joe” for
this article.

Webster’s Dictionary defines partici-
pating as “to have or take a part or share
with others (in some activity, enter-
prise, etc…).

In the March 23 issue, Mr. Billson

states that his fellow candidates Mrs.
Riegel, Mrs. Rhodes and Ms. Molnar
joined him in meeting with several
school principals, an activity conducted
by school board candidates over the
past several years.

However, neither Mrs. Riegel nor
Mrs. Rhodes was allowed to provide
input into this article nor any of the
previous articles. Why not? They are
both candidates, who like Mr. Billson,
are running for their first elective office.
“Average Janes.” if you will.

I believe Mr. Billson is being given an
unfair advantage over the other candi-
dates. As an employee of Watchung Com-
munications, Inc., the parent company
of The Westfield Leader, his name and
comments appear in the paper more than
those of any of the other candidates.

I am fully supportive of this type of
article, but I firmly believe all those
who can provide input are encouraged
and allowed to participate.

Will this series also focus on election
to a Town Council position in the fall?
If so, I hope that it will be open to all
candidates who can provide input.

Michael J. Kessler
Westfield

Westfield Resident Wonders About
Letter Writer’s Recent Comments

Reader Agrees With
Editorial On Water

Your editorial (March 23, 2000, page
4) concerning fluoridation was superb
and I couldn’t agree more or have said it
better myself. The current priorities con-
cerning our water supply need to be
reassessed. Most people are unaware of
the presence of dangerous substances
such as the gasoline additive MTBE in
the water we drink or the fact that chlo-
rine poses numerous health risks as well.
Why is our Board of Health so con-
cerned with pretty teeth when there are
known carcinogens in our water?

If the community really wants to im-
prove the dental health of its children,
the best thing it could do would be to
remove junk foods, such as soda and
candy, from the schools. Parents can
limit kids access to them at home as
well, if they want to. This would not only
help to prevent cavities, but confer many
other long-lasting health benefits as well.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Resident Expresses Opposition
To South Side Parking Deck

What appeared to be a letter (The
Westfield Leader, March 16) of genuine
concern and thought, upon careful in-
spection revealed a continuing divisive
behavior, authored by a partisan politi-
cian. I speak, of course, of last week’s
letter to the editor by Carol Indursky
Cohen.

You see, while Mrs. Cohen laments
the partisanship of the Republicans, she:
deliberately fails to mention that she is
the Democratic appointee as the Union
County Counsel. Bad form, Mrs. Cohen.
No credibility here!

As to her comments about the “veto”
of Jack Walsh, the following observa-
tions should he made. Mr. Walsh was
not the only qualified, prominent volun-

teer presented to the Mayor for consider-
ation. Further, names were presented to
the Mayor before Mr. Walsh’s resigna-
tion as an elected councilman.

The only difference between Mr.
Walsh and the other candidates were
that the others didn’t have a “D” (Demo-
crat) after their name. Additionally, Mrs.
Cohen, I would be hard pressed to fault
an assembled body for “vetoing” a can-
didate who recently resigned their post,
especially an elected position.

This community needs volunteers that
are not only qualified but also volunteers
who will serve their terms; not quit one
position and then apply for another.
Shame on you Mrs. Cohen and shame on
the Mayor.

It should be noted, that this is the same
Mrs. Cohen who was appointed to the
Housing Commission by the Republican
majority last year. The community of
Westfield is NOT lacking for capable
volunteers. The community of Westfield
has been transformed into a community
of “us versus them” partisanship in the
last four years. This must stop. Maybe
November is the time to do it!

David Teese
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and
several councilman and forwarded to
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
I am writing to you to make you aware

of my opposition to the proposed park-
ing facility on the south side railroad
parking lot.

The deployment of additional parking
anywhere in this town will adversely
impact the immediate neighborhood. A
multi leveled parking facility means:

1. More traffic to access the site
2. Congestion at the site
3. The creation of a potential eyesore

if the facility is large or architecturally
undesirable

4. The creation of possible unsafe or
unsanitary areas in the more recessed
areas of the facility

First, the need for additional parking
that benefits the residents of the town
and not outside commuters must be es-
tablished. This point notwithstanding,
the quality of life is more important than
parking. My position is that if a suitable

alternative is not found, then no multi-
level parking facility be built at all.

The choice of the south side lot will
create more traffic on the residential
streets that lead into the station includ-
ing the already busy Boulevard and Sum-
mit Avenues. The highly congested Cen-
tral Avenue will get worse and spill
traffic on to the residential streets, where
most of the homes have small children.
In addition, the historic Boulevard dis-
trict will be blighted by replacing the
attractive view of the train station and
backdrop of white church steeples with
an edifice that will not fit the landscape
or zoning.

There are alternative sites where the
impact can be minimized if a scaled
down version of the lot is built. One of
the smaller lots within the town proper
can be built into a smaller multi-tiered
site, such as putting two tiers near the
Trader’s Joe site in the heart of the
business district.

However, I will repeat, I would rather
not have any additional parking than
compromise the quality of life and I will
not support any representative who en-
dorses a parking facility on the south
side or anywhere in town that creates
any of the situations cited above.

Your attention to this matter is appre-
ciated.

Nick Karter
Westfield


