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Kean, Weingarten Set to Face Off for Main Organizational Line
At Union County Republican Convention This Saturday in Summit
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT — Six candidates seek-
ing the Republican organizational
ballot line in the June 6 Seventh
Congressional District primary race
will try to sway Union County Con-
vention delegates at this weekend’s
convention in Summit.

Two candidates, Tom Kean Jr. of
Westfield and state Assemblyman
Joel Weingarten of Millburn, are
considered the front runners with
Michael Ferguson of Warren hoping
to give them a run for the money.
Also in the race are former House
Commerce Committee counsel
Patrick Morrisey of Westfield, Green
Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh and
former Woodbridge Council Presi-
dent Ken Gardner.

Union County is the last county to
hold its convention. Middlesex held
its on Saturday and Somerset held its
convention Tuesday night.

Mr. Ferguson won with 116 tallies
to Mr. Gardner’s 59 votes in

Middlesex. Mr. Gardner serves as
GOP Municipal Chairman in
Woodbridge. Somerset County’s con-
vention, attended by Texas Governor
George W. Bush, the unofficial Re-
publican Presidential nominee, was
won on the third ballot by Mr.
Ferguson.

Mr. Weingarten, who came in sec-
ond in Somerset, won the endorse-
ment of the Essex County Republi-
can Club that ensures he will run on
the party-sponsored line in the pri-
mary race. Essex, the candidate’s
home county, includes part of
Maplewood and Millburn, including
the Short Hills area.

Calling it a “two man race (be-
tween him and Mr. Kean for the
Union County line),” Mr. Weingarten
said, “I think the (Union County)
convention will be very close in terms
of the vote.”

He said he leads all other contend-
ers with the public endorsement of
eight of the 15 Union County mu-
nicipal chairmen in the Seventh Con-

gressional District, including
Mountainside and the Fanwood
Mayor and Borough Council. He
anticipates that number will grow.

Mr. Kean has listed five municipal
chairs in his corner although he said
he has a number of committees mem-
bers as well. Only county committee
members or their alternates can vote
in the convention, which this year
will utilize voting machines.

“I think we will see some surprises
that others may not anticipate (at the
convention),” Assemblyman
Weingarten stated. The 21st Legisla-
tive District includes five Union
County towns in the Seventh Con-
gressional District, while the 22nd
District covers another 10 Union
County communities.

Assemblyman Weingarten pointed
to his legislative experience in Tren-
ton and his success at beating Demo-
crat opponents in his legislative dis-
trict where Democrats outnumber
Republicans. He noted only Green
Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh, among

the other five GOP contenders, has
elective experience. And he noted
she serves on a non-partisan govern-
ing body setup.

He cited press reports indicating
that Union County Manager Michael
J. Lapolla, seeking the Democratic
nomination for the Congressional
seat, that indicated Mr. Weingarten
is the candidate Mr. Lapolla would
least like to face in November.

Prior to his Assembly tenure, Mr.
Weingarten was an elected member
of the Millburn Township Commit-
tee and served as budget director
under Essex County Executive James
Treffinger. Mr. Weingarten noted he
voted 16 times to reduce taxes, the
only contender with such a record.

His campaign theme has focused
on “returning Washington back to the
people” through tax cuts and reduced
federal regulations. Mr. Weingarten
noted that providing more discretion-
ary spending for citizens would en-
able them to have more personal sav-
ings that can be used for essentials

including furthering the education of
their children and saving for retire-
ment. He said, currently, New
Jerseyans work until May 12 of each
year just to pay their tax obligations.

“That’s way too much of a tax
burden,” Mr. Weingarten said. The
candidate also favors moving the
Garden State’s primary from June to
April 16, the day after the federal
income tax deadline.

“I think it would have a dramatic
effect,” he said, noting the primary
would be more meaningful, espe-
cially in Presidential election years,
and because voters would be more
focused on their government coming
off tax day.

Mr. Kean said he supports cutting
the marginal federal tax rate, abol-
ishing the inheritance and so-called
marriage taxes and creating a fairer
and flatter tax code. If the inherit-
ance tax is eliminated, Mr. Kean
indicated he would push for strong
tax incentives for charitable contri-
butions.

Commenting on the current Wash-
ington year-to-year surplus, the can-
didate said the first priorities must be
to preserving Social Security and
Medicare, buying down the national
debt and then issuing tax cuts. On the
latter, Mr. Kean explained that reduc-
ing the interest and the principal on
the debt will in turn help create fur-
ther opportunities for federal tax cuts.

Mr. Kean believes his federal ex-
perience as a member of Congress-
man Bob Franks’ Washington office
for two and a half years and for the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) gives him the edge over his
opponents.

“I’ll be a Congressman that you
don’t have to train,” he said.

His platform focuses on improv-
ing the quality of life of Union County
residents. In that vein, he would fight
for continuation of the transporta-
tion and infrastructure “legacy” of
Congressman Franks while protect-
ing the environment. He also favors
more local control and accountabil-
ity of the “education process” by
releasing federal regulations in this
area.

Mr. Morrisey has not been focus-
ing on the county lines, noting in a
press release the county conventions
“are jury-rigged to hand pick candi-
dates who are beholden to the estab-
lishment.”

He has urged Republican leaders
to “end this closed system and in-
stead conduct an open process that
doesn’t award the ‘county line’ to
any one candidate.”

Mr. Morrisey’s comments strike a
similar chord to those of Warren
Committeeman Jeff Golkin, a Demo-
crat seeking his party’s nomination
for Congress. Both have called the
political systems to gain favorable
organizational ballot lines a “sham.”
Mr. Morrisey said both political par-
ties should end a process where deci-
sions are “made in smoke-filled
rooms.”

New Jersey’s Primary Election will
be held Tuesday, June 6. Among
other contested races to be decided
are those for United States Senator.

GOP committee members will se-
lect Congressional and Senatorial
candidates for the county line as well
as for the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and County Clerk.

Golkin Seeks Disclosures From County Manager
While Lapolla Calls for Clean Campaign Pledge
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The primary battle among Demo-
crats seeking the nomination to rep-
resent the party in the Seventh Con-
gressional race in November contin-
ued to heat up this week following
the resignation of candidate Michael
LaPolla’s campaign manager from
her job with Union County.

Mr. Lapolla has been questioned
as to whether he or any of his cam-
paign staffers have been running the
campaign during regular work hours.

Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin, a Congressional hopeful
who gained the party line in Somerset
County, has questioned what he be-
lieves is the “improper use of Union
County facilities and employees at
county expense and on county time
for the benefit of his (Mr. Lapolla’s)
Congressional campaign.”

Mr. Golkin specifically mentioned
Angela Bowen, Mr. Lapolla’s Cam-
paign Manager and Executive Direc-
tor of the Union County Democratic
Committee, who has been employed
by Union County as Director of Con-
stituent Services for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Sarah Dowling, a spokeswoman
for the Lapolla Campaign, confirmed
on Tuesday that Ms. Bowen has an-
nounced her resignation from the
county effective tomorrow, Friday,
March 31.

Sujata Tejwani, Campaign Man-
ager for Mrs. Connelly, said origi-
nally Ms. Bowen indicated she had
been on vacation leave since January
and would resign after that time.

“If she was working on vacation
leave since January than I want to
work for Union County,” Ms. Tejwani
responded.

Rather than specifically address
the charges by Mr. Golkin. Mr.
Lapolla issued a written response
this week calling for Mr. Golkin and
Mrs. Connelly of Fanwood to join

him in signing a “clean campaign”
pledge. Mr. Lapolla has signed the
pledge. The fourth candidate in the
race, Civil Rights attorney Joel Farley
of Westfield, name was not listed on
the pledge.

Citing the Golkin and Connelly
campaigns, Mr. Lapolla’s pledge
states that, “the only people who will
benefit from a nasty, personal nega-
tive campaign in this primary are the
Republican extremists in Washing-
ton and their Congressional candi-
dates.”

Instead, Mr. Lapolla said the can-
didates should focus on discussing
issues that Democrats are “advo-
cates” for such as helping “working
families,” securing Social Security,
protecting children from gun vio-
lence, a clean environment and ac-
cess to quality, affordable health and
long-term care and child care.

“Sadly, up to now, both Mrs.
Connelly and Mr. Golkin have run
negative personal campaigns. The
Lapolla campaign has stuck to the
issues and not responded to these
petty attacks. It is time to move
forward,” Mr. Lapolla said in the
pledge.

Mrs. Connelly went public last
week with accusations that she was
offered political jobs in exchange for
her dropping out of the Congres-
sional race. One position in fact was
said to be a $130,000 position with
the federal or state pension board.
The job was said to be for just five to
seven days a month and comes with
a government car.

She also charged that positions
were said to be available with United
States Senate candidate Jon Corzine,
Woodbridge Mayor and 1997 Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial candidate James
McGreevey or Vice President and
the party’s unofficial Presidential
nominee, Al Gore.

All the apparent job offers were
said to have come from Jerry Free, a
friend of State Senator Raymond

Lesniak. The Senator and Mr. Corzine
have denied the charges waged by
Mrs. Connelly although Mr. Lesniak
has confirmed in media reports he
did try to get Mrs. Connelly to quit
the race.

Ms. Tejwani confirmed the news
reports.

In his campaign statement that
accompanied the copy of the pledge,
Mr. Lapolla stated that Republicans
“would love for Democrats to wage
a divisive primary. Let’s serve the
voters and run a campaign based on
issues instead of innuendo.”

“When they have hurled insults
and made false charges I have not
responded by getting down in the
gutter. It is time to move forward and
put the voters interests ahead of our
own,” he stated.

Ms. Tejwani responded that the
Connelly Campaign has stuck to the
issues. She said the job offers Mrs.
Connelly spoke of did not mention
Mr. Lapolla.

Mr. Lapolla, Union County Man-
ager since 1997 and who entered the
Congressional race in late January,
has received the Democrat organiza-
tional ballot lines in Union and
Middlesex Counties.

“I do not know how it is possible
for two full-time employees of Union
County, Mr. Lapolla and Ms. Bowen,
to be working full days for the county
simultaneously with doing all the
things that are required in running a
Congressional campaign,” Mr.
Golkin said in a statement released
to the press on Monday.

Mr. Golkin has said he will seek
immediate disclosure of all records
for the past six months of Mr.
Lapolla’s county office phone and
cellular telephone, daily log and time
sheets, travel and disbursement re-
ports as well as his mileage logs and
gasoline usage.

He has called for submission of
similar records from Ms. Bowen
and other county employees on Mr.

Lapolla’s campaign staff. Mr.
Golkin also wants all records of
campaign contributions to the
Lapolla Campaign from Union
County vendors.

“The acceptance of contributions
from such sources by Mr. Lapolla, at
a minimum, gives the appearance of
impropriety because of his position
as Union County Manager and may
very well be even a more pervasive
problem than originally thought,” Mr.
Golkin stated.

Ms. Tejwani said she found it “in-
teresting” that in a response to a
request to release public documents
the Lapolla Campaign instead is-
sued a clean campaign pledge. She
said other than report what Mrs.
Connelly maintains were job offers
made to her, the candidate has fo-
cused on the issues.

Ms. Tejwani said voters need to
look at the public records of the three
candidates who have elected office
experience: Mr. Golkin, Mr. Lapolla
and Mrs. Connelly. Mr. Lapolla
served on the Union County free-
holder board in the 1980s while Mrs.
Connelly just concluded a long ten-
ure on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil, including a term as mayor.

In his press release, Mr. Golkin added
that since Mr. Lapolla did not enter the
race until January 24 he did not have to
file an end-of-the-year report with the
Federal Election Commission. The next
filing date is March 31.

Westfield Schools Set
Closings April 20, 21

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Public
Schools will be closed on Thursday,
April 20, and Friday, April 21.

The 1999-2000 school calendar
had called for the schools’ closure on
April 21, but announced last week in
a note to parents that the district also
would not be in session on April 20.

Superintendent of Westfield
Schools Dr. William J. Foley said
that each year the district adds days
into the calendar for snow and
weather related emergency closures.
If the days are not used, they are
taken out of the calendar, he said.

“This isn’t a surprise,” he said. “To
anyone who’s watching the (school)
calendar, it was clear that this might
happen.” He conceded, though, that
he had gotten some complaints from
parents, particularly working parents
who are faced with finding child care.

Teachers by contract teach 180
days so the school system is obli-
gated to make sure that the school
year does not go beyond that time, he
explained. Westfield schools build
so-called “snow” days in throughout
the calendar year rather than take
days away at the end of the year, he
said.

Graduation and the high school
graduation “Bash” are commitments
and events that are planned far in
advance and the end of school cannot
be changed, Dr. Foley said.

The last day of school this year
will be Wednesday, June 21, with a
four-hour session for grades K-8.
Westfield High School graduation is
the evening of June 21.

This year two of the schools’
“snow” days were used —  one dur-
ing Hurricane Floyd and one during
a snowfall — leaving one unused
emergency day.

Come Celebrate the Grand Opening of Dunkin’ Donuts on Sat. April 8th from 9:00 AM to
12:00 PM. Free Samples Dunkin’ Product & Giveaways (while supplies last). Fill out
your entry to win a 27" Color TV (drawing: April 30th) Enjoy Dunkin’ Donuts full line of
products including: donuts, bagels, coffee, munchkins, coolatta & breakfast sandwiches.

at: 421-431 Central Ave
Westfield (inside Tiger Mart)

6 Free Donuts When You
Buy 6 Donuts at The Reg. Price

Free Donut When You
Buy Any Size Fountain Drink

421-431 Central Ave., Westfield

4-30-00 1 4-30-00 1

421-431 Central Ave., Westfield


