
Page 22  Thursday, March 30, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment
Pen and Ink

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Edward Hopper
( 1882-1967 )

“Seven a.m.” by Edward Hopper

The Backstreet Boys

The Mystique Behind the Boy Bands:
Is It the Harmony or the Hotties?

Nyack, N.Y.-born Edward
Hopper worked after hours
in his father’s dry goods
shop, deciding at seven years
old that he wanted to become
an artist. With coaxing from
his parents, Hopper focused
on illustration, attending the
New York School of Illustrat-
ing, later transferring to the
New York School of Art.

Hopper’s heart was guid-
ing him toward Paris, the City
of Lights. However, in retro-
spect, he felt “no great or
immediate impact” from his
studies there. A student of
American Realism, Hopper
also tried to find his muse in
London, Spain, Amsterdam,
Berlin and Brussels, before
he decided to settle in Green-
wich Village, N.Y.

A turbulent marriage to Jo
Nivison, who often modeled
for Hopper, was an unusu-
ally inspiring union for his
creative slump. However,
Nivison once said of Hopper,
“If I’m on the point of being
very happy, he sees to it that
I’m not.”

A painter of hotels, trains,
theaters, offices and light-
houses,  Hopper l inked
simple subject matter with
flat, calming colors. Yet, later
in his life, he struggled with
finding subjects to inspire
him and was unable to create
anything. The genre of Ab-
stract Expressionism particu-
larly stumped Hopper be-
cause he didn’t agree with its
concepts.

In 1967, Hopper died. His
wife died 10 months later.
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I was coming home from Newark Airport last year with a friend
after picking up his nieces from Chicago when they started
gleefully pulling CD’s from The Backstreet Boys (BSB) and ‘N
Sync out of their backpacks.

While my friend bemoaned their choice in music, I was
surprised to find my 20-something self responding, “Oh, my God,
I love that CD!” I’m embarrassed to say so, but as much as these
bands appeal to the teeny-bopper set, I found myself singing
BSB’s “I Want It That Way”
in my Ford Taurus more
times than I can count.

The appeal of the boy
band has a long and admi-
rable history. Since the days
of Duran Duran, New Kids
on the Block, and Boys II
Men, banding together a
bunch of teenage boys who
are very easy on the eyes
has been a successful com-
bination. Throngs of
screaming teenage women
clutching oak tag posters
touting, “I Luv You, BSB!
U-R-The Best!” agree.

Watching an MTV spe-
cial with ‘N Sync this week-
end, I was not shocked to
see the audience of girls which toppled over each other just to get
a glimpse of lead hottie, Justin Timberlake. Rumor has it,
however, that Britney Spears has her eyes glued on him, and vice
verse.

While boy bands may appeal to teenage women because they
have a crush or love interest in a particular band member (Hey,
I loved Duran Duran’s John Taylor once!), the harmonizing by the
members isn’t so horrible either. Granted, there are times when
one tune may sound like another and the songs may seem like
they overlap, but overall, the boy bands have significant appeal.

Beyond the mystique surrounding the boy band phenomenon,

Dorothy Jonas and Joshua PiercePlace tomatoes, clam juice, cajun spices, salt and chicken
cubes in pot. Heat to boiling point. Reduce heat and simmer
uncovered. Stir occassionally for about 15 minutes.

Heat vegetable oil in skillet over medium heat. Stir in flour
and cook, stir until mixture is an auburn brown, for about 10
minutes. Add onions, celery, pepper and garlic. Cook for five
minutes.

Add in tomatoes, clam juice, cajun spice, salt and chicken
mixture from other pot. Boil, then simmer uncovered for
about 15 minutes.

Allow mixture to stand 3 minutes away from heat of oven.
Cook rice according to package directions, adding 3/4 tsp.

to the water.
Serve etouffee mixture over the rice.

1/3 c. vegetable oil 3 chicken breasts, cubed
1/2 c. chopped onion 1 1/2 c. uncooked rice
1/4 c. chopped green pepper 1/3 c. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. garlic, minced 1/4 c. celery, chopped
8 oz. clam juice 1 lb. can tomatoes
1 3/4 tsp. cajun spice mix 1 tsp. salt

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient
Savory Chicken Etouffee
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SELF-TAUGHT SCULPTOR...John Jackson creates metal sculp-
tures out of varied discarded materials such as bicycle parts and
spark plugs.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chinese Music Concerts
Set in Scotch Plains

And Berkeley Heights
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Chi-

nese American Music Ensemble
(CAME), a non-profit organization
based in Union County, will offer
two concerts featuring choral, vo-
cal and instrumental music.

The first concert will be held on
Saturday, April 1, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Scotch Plains Senior Homes,
2002 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains
and on Saturday, May 6, at 2:30
p.m. at Runnells Hospital, 40
Watchung Way, Berkeley Heights.

In each concert, a variety of
choral music, including an adult
chorus and children’s chorus, vo-
cal and instrumental music will be
presented.

The concerts are free and open
to residents of Union County. For
more information, please call (201)
460-4660.

Duo Pianists Discuss
Upcoming Performance

With Symphony Orchestra

 Small Handful of Artisans
Present Extraordinary
Works at Craft Market

“Family” Teapot
by Nicolas Zaytceva-Freres
of Zaytceva Design as seen at the
Westfield Craft Market

By DAVID PALLADINO AND
MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The spotlights at
the Union County Arts Center in
Rahway are expected to shine
brightly upon duo pianists Joshua
Pierce and Dorothy Jonas as the

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
presents its fourth concert of the
current season on Saturday, April
1, at 8 p.m.

The baton of Music Director
David Wroe will guide this unique
performance, as duo piano pieces
are seldom presented in the state.

Mozart’s “Concerto No. 10 for
Two Pianos, K. 365” will be per-
formed by both Mr. Pierce and Ms.
Jonas, while Mr. Pierce will play
Ellington’s “New World a-Comin’”
as a solo piece.

While each artist maintains a
successful career as a soloist, the
duo has appeared as an ensemble
for over two decades. They have
been well acclaimed as “consum-
mate technicians with marvelous
articulation” and “fast becoming
the premier duo-piano team in the
recording industry.”

During a brief telephone inter-
view on March 15 with The
Westfield Leader and The Times,
Mr. Pierce discussed the evening’s
program. He noted that the
Ellington piece represented a
“Eutopia for black society with no
violence and no racism.”

The Mozart piece, which he
noted has been performed several
times all over the world, is “classi-
cal and beautiful” according to Mr.
Pierce.

The duo pianists confided their
enthusiasm and respect for the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, as
well as Maestro Wroe.

“They seem very professional,”
said Ms. Jonas.

“For a community orchestra, it
(Westfield Symphony Orchestra)
is excellent,” stated Mr. Pierce.

Mr. Pierce recalled being called
upon last year by the Symphony to
perform on three days notice, re-
membering the concert as “very
successful.”

Mr. Pierce and Ms.
Jonas perform the stan-
dard repertoire for two
pianos and orchestra
and have introduced
and recorded many im-
portant 20th century
works. Their recordings
range from the two pi-
ano works of Mozart to
John Cage’s “Three
Dances for Two Pre-
pared Pianos,” Charles
Ives’ “The Pieces in
Quartertones,” and
“Concerto for Two Pi-
anos & Orchestra” by
Robert Starer.

The duo pianists are
both members of the
Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences. Re-
cordings by Mr. Pierce

and Ms. Jonas appear on Wergo,
MMC, Centaur and IMP.

Ms. Jonas is originally from San
Antonio, Tex. and has toured ex-
tensively throughout North
America and Europe appearing
with conductors such as Igor
Stravinsky, Nicolas Flagello, Max
Reiter, Elmer Bernstein and Andre
Kostelantz.

She has been a guest soloist
with the symphony orchestras of
Houston, Dallas, San Antonio,
Santa Fe, and Jacksonville. She has
performed in such well known
venues as Carnegie Hall and Alice
Tully Hall in New York, Constitu-
tion Hall, Washington; the Acad-
emy of Music in Philadelphia as
well as in Toronto, Montreal and
Quebec City.

Ms. Jonas has been a regular
guest on radio as well as on na-
tional and regional television.

Mr. Pierce, who performed Rhap-
sody in Blue with the WSO in
1998, was born in New York, where
he attended Julliard as the recipi-
ent of the Hecksher Foundation
Award, as well as at the Manhattan
School of Music where he did
post-graduate work in conducting
at Columbia University.

He is known as a “thoroughly
brilliant and intelligent interpreter”
(Szene, Hamburg, Deutschland)
of the standard repertoire and is
widely recognized as an important
exponent of contemporary music.

One of the Czech Republic’s
leading music critics, Pavel Stojar

Continued on Page 21

Drew Art Association
Mounts April Exhibit

At Local Hospital
MOUNTAINSIDE – During

April, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital (CSH) will host a spe-
cial exhibit of
the Drew Art
Association
e n t i t l e d ,
“ C h i l d ’ s
Play.” The
paintings,
drawings and
photographs of over 30 local art-
ists will be on display throughout
CSH’s three exhibition hallways.

“Child’s Play” is open to the
public from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
daily, at CSH, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside. An artist’s
reception will be held on Sunday,
April 9, from 2 to 4 p.m. Admission
is free and open to the public.
Visitors are requested to enter the
hospital through the Ambulance
Entry.

The artists’ works are offered for
sale. A portion of the sale pro-
ceeds will benefit CSH.

this craft show. Clever in composi-
tion, each of these works by Sue
Fleischer are conversation pieces
– truly individual and original.

While a plethora of hand-painted
clothing filled booths like a re-run
of craft shows I’ve witnessed in
school gymnasiums, hand-painted
beauty was available in glass pieces
by vendor April Glass of Long
Island City.

Purchasing a set of this glass-
ware, which includes goblets, gen-
erously sized platters and pitchers,
is an ideal notion. Although paint-
ing on glass seems to be a trendy
craft these days, the designs by
April Glass are distinct and full of
glowing detail rarely found in other
artists’ works.

The only other vendor worthy
of kudos is Nicolas Zaytceva-Freres
of Zaytceva Design. A stacking of
whimsical teapots in “Family” tea-
pot had an “Alice in Wonderland”
quality that made you stop and
take notice.

Without a doubt, Zaytceva con-
ducted one of the more interesting
booths in the Westfield Craft Mar-
ket.

During the week, I requested
input from some of the artisans
who participated in the craft show
via e-mail.
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Mary McEnerney

Thinking of Buying
or Selling A Home?
You Want The Best!!

Just Call

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

1997, 1998, 1999 – NJAR Gold Member

Imagine The Good Life!

WESTFIELD $899,000
In the “Gardens.” Four Bedroom, 2½ Bath Center Hall Brick Tudor.
This home boasts a 25 foot designer Kitchen adjacent to Family Room.
Custom built-ins, wainscotting, slate roof and the finest attention to details.
Call Mary for further details: (908) 233-5555, Ext. 189. WSF-8638

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday 1–4pm
811 Cedar Terrace • Westfield

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Strolling past
booths maintained by artisans from
all over the country early Saturday
evening at the National Guard
Armory in Westfield, I found my-
self sorely disappointed and
numbed by the selection offered
in the 12th Westfield Spring Craft
Market. I had higher expectations.

Although a reported 140 artists
and craft designers displayed their
wares at the $6 per person event,
only about a handful of these
booths really contained rare and
never-before-seen talent.

For example, Jean-Pierre Weill
Studios, tucked to the rear of the
craft venue should have been
placed in a more prominent posi-
tion. The framed artwork by Mr.
Weill was perhaps one of the most
unique works I saw the entire
afternoon.

In a process created by Mr. Weill
called vitreography, several sheets
of glass are decorated with opaque
and translucent paints and inks to
create a three-dimensional view-
point in works such as “Life” which
was inspired by artist Paul Klee.

Polymer clay accessories and
wearable art pieces by Casual El-
egance in Baltimore, Md. were
vibrant and welcome additions to


