
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, March 30, 2000 Page 17

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Concepts &Thought
Mountainside Education

Foundation Awards Grants
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF), formed in April 1999, reached
a milestone this month by awarding
its first mini-grants to the
Mountainside Library, a local citi-
zen and six Deerfield School teach-
ers.

In awarding these grants, the Foun-
dation also achieved an ongoing goal
of encouraging creative teaching
approaches and building partnerships
within the Mountainside community.
The MEF Grant Review Committee
evaluated 10 grant proposals and the
Board of Trustees was able to ap-
prove grants of up to $500 to seven of
the applicants.

The types of projects that were
approved support the enhancement
and/or enrichment of all aspects of
New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Stan-
dards from the traditional academic
areas to programs promoting quali-
ties of good citizenship.

The grant money awarded to the

Mountainside Library will enable
the library to expand its resource
area through the acquisition of ap-
proximately 30 new resource books
in its juvenile collection. An innova-
tive program entitled, “Etiquette
101,” is the subject of a grant that
will teach Deerfield students about
accepted customs, protocols and
manners.

Sandy VanderMeer, a local resi-
dent, will teach a class that will help
students develop confidence and self-
esteem and why communication and
manners are so important.

Another grant was awarded for a
project entitled, “Who Are These
People?” This project will make the
history of the school come alive to
students by focusing on individuals
who have been memorialized at
Deerfield School. The students in-
volved in this project will use a vari-
ety of research tools including the
Internet, printed materials and re-
corded oral histories from commu-
nity members to discover why these
individuals were important to school
and the Mountainside community.

Other grants include a workshop
on brass instruments, a video news
club, a trip to The Philadelphia Mu-
seum of Art and the establishment of
a resource room library for children
with learning disabilities.

The MEF was created to support
and enhance the Board of Education’s
education program, fund commu-
nity education programs and encour-
age new ideas from individual staff
members. Tax deductible contribu-
tions to the group’s efforts can be
sent to: MEF, P.O. Box No. 1203,
Mountainside, 07092.

College Men’s Club Gala
Sold Out Weeks in Advance

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER…The College Men’s Club of Westfield held its
annual dinner dance and auction at the Plainfield Country Club on March 18.
This black tie event was sold out weeks in advance, marking the return of this
77-year-old club’s charity dinner as the social event of the year. Pictured, left
to right, are: President Brian Steller, Auction Chairman Douglas Sheehan,
Auction Chairwomen Candice Steller and Christine Sheehan, Treasurer Gary
Fox, Vice President and Dinner Dance Chairman Sal Caruana.

WESTFIELD – The College Men’s
Club of Westfield held its annual
dinner dance and auction at the
Plainfield Country Club on March
18. This black tie event was sold out
weeks in advance, marking the re-
turn of this 77-year-old club’s char-
ity dinner as the social event of the
year.

Over 230 guests enjoyed the Coun-
try Club’s dining room and music of its
band. The evening was highlighted by
the auction items presented for bid.
The club officers reported that the
auction raised more money from this
gala than in past years put together.

The College Men’s Club provides
young men from Westfield High
School moving onto college with
scholarship awards. These awards
are based on need, scholastic suc-
cess, community service and intra-
school activity involvement.

The Club’s Scholarship Commit-
tee will interview prospective award
recipients in late April.

The Club thanks all gala attend-
ees. The Board of Trustees thanks
Dinner Dance and Auction Chairper-
sons Sal Caruana, Douglas Sheehan
and Christine Sheehan for their ef-
forts.

Students Named
To Honor Society
At Union Catholic

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local stu-
dents have been inducted into the
Aquinas Chapter of the National
Honor Society at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains.

These students are: Katie Behr of
Westfield, Jaimie Bennett, Allison
Mack, Nicole Manziano, Brian
Reagan and Kelly Feil of Scotch
Plains, and Christopher Daly and
Kathryn Schurtz of Fanwood.

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER…Union Catholic High School seniors
Dan Korner of Roselle and Bree Cerimele of Scotch Plains point to Union
Catholic’s Millennium Puzzle piece they worked on utilizing computer technol-
ogy and digital camera photography. Each piece of the 12-piece puzzle desig-
nated some aspect of community service that the student body performed. The
total hours expended in the 53 communities feeding into Union Catholic was
more than 5,300 hours. This page was part of the wall of community service
pages from all the schools in the Archdiocese of Newark that was on display
during Catholic Schools Week.

Brooke L. Molloy Earns
Nomination Into Society
Of Collegiate Scholars
WESTFIELD – Brooke L.

Molloy, a sophomore at Boston
College in Chestnut Hill, Mass.,
has been nominated for member-
ship into the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars. This is an
honor society for high achieving
first and second year students, de-
termined on the basis of the
student’s scholarship, leadership
and community service.

A 1998 Westfield High School
graduate, Brooke has maintained
first/second honors throughout her
college career. Currently a French
major, Brooke plans to study in
France at the University of Paris,
spring semester of her junior year.

An induction ceremony, in rec-
ognition of this accomplishment,
will be held on the Boston College
campus early in the upcoming fall
term.

University of Michigan
Awards Class Honors

To Westfield’s Caitlin Nish
WESTFIELD – Caitlin Nish, a

freshman in the Honors Program at
the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, Mich., has been awarded Class
Honors for the fall semester.

Caitlin is pursuing a major in En-
glish with a focus on journalism.

Optimist Club Teacher Award
Deadline Extended to April 17

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield has announced the
deadline for receipt of nominations
for the third annual Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
has been extended to Monday, April
17.

Two intermediate school teachers
— one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools - will
be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 10.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth.

The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools in grades 6-8 for a minimum
of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, D. Thomas Hornish, Presi-
dent, 384 Oak Ridge Road, Westfield,
07090.

According to Dr. William J. Foley,
superintendent of schools, “The Out-

standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulat-
ing and supporting environment dur-
ing the critical stage of adolescence.”

The recipients of the first Out-
standing Teacher Award in 1998 were
retiring Social Studies teacher, Frank
Nolde, of Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Robert Sanders, Special
Education teacher at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

The 1999 award winners were
Walter Buda, Social Studies teacher/
supervisor at Edison and Roosevelt;
and Lynne Gerber, Spanish teacher
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

The Optimist award joins other
annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education,
the Distinguished Teacher Award and
the Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.
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Private Charles Tripet
Enters Basic Training

Mr. Taylor believes that the in-
termediate schools will probably
be able to accommodate our cur-
rent students but that the high
school will not. The board has be-
gun to address this issue and will
bring a proposal to the public next
fall. According to Mr. Taylor, ad-
dressing this need will be one his top
priorities.

In recounting the achievements of
the past term, he noted the advances
in technology that the district has
made. “In 1994, we were basically
bereft of technology. In the last three
years, we have planned, funded and
are currently wiring all our schools
for intra and Internet access. We
have integrated technology into the
curriculum in all our schools.”

Moreover, the 2000- 2001 budget,
if passed, will provide for computers
to the district’s third grade classes
and for laptop computers for the
entire high school faculty.

In the past three years, the board
has replaced roofs, windows and
addressed all maintenance projects
that would result in more expensive
repairs in the future. Still, Mr. Taylor
noted, “As any homeowner knows
upkeep is never done, particularly in
older buildings.”

In a new term, Mr. Taylor said he
wants to focus on preserving the
town’s assets, by making sure that
the buildings are properly main-
tained.

Mr. Taylor said the community
wide support and concern for the
schools he has observed during his
term have impressed him.

With the Strategic Plan process, a
large number of concerned citizens,
both with children in the schools and
without, came together to discuss rel-
evant issues and propose solutions to
district problems, with the intention
of making the schools and commu-
nity at large the best it could be. This
endeavor refocused the district on the
true wishes of the community.

Many initiatives sprang out of this
process, according to Mr. Taylor,
including the development of the
teacher institute, which assists fac-

Candidate Thomas Taylor
Discusses BOE Candidacy

ulty in fulfilling state-mandated con-
tinuing education requirements.

Mr. Taylor acted as board spokes-
man for the most recent contract
negotiations with the district’s fac-
ulty professionals. The candidate said
the negotiations were successfully,
quickly and amicably settled before
the expiration of the existing con-
tract.

According to the candidate, the
board, led by Mr. Taylor, was able to
cooperate with the professionals for
the ultimate benefit of the students
and the community. As part of the
settlement, the teachers agreed to
forgo a holiday thereby increasing
the school calendar by one day, and
contribute to their health plans.

In exchange, the board worked
with the teachers to formalize staff
training, thereby meeting the goals
of the Strategic Plan.

Mr. Taylor is currently co-chair
(with Board President, Darielle
Walsh) for negotiations with the dis-
trict administrators.

Overall, Mr. Taylor sees an impres-
sive record of achievement by the
board in the past three years. He stated,
“From a financial point of view, the
last three budgets have been below
cap and have been overwhelmingly
endorsed by the community. Our ad-
ministration and management are so
lean that our per student cost is now
below the State average, while the
performance of our students remains
well above state averages.”

Proud of all these achievements
and excited about the future, Mr.
Taylor is seeking re-election to build
upon the successes of the past three
years.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Army
Reserve Private Charles E.
Tripet has entered basic mili-
tary training at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, S.C.

During the eight weeks o
training, the soldier will study
the Army mission and receive
instruction in drill and ceremo-
nies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military courtesy, mili-
tary justice, physical fitness,
first aid, Army history and tra-
ditions, and special training in
human relations.

Charles is the son of Peter S.
Tripet of Scotch Plains and the
grandson of Nancy Dell-Bene
of Scotch Plains. He graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in 1999.

WHS Fed Challenge Team
Places 11th Out of 95 Teams
WESTFIELD — Last week, five

Westfield High School (WHS) students
and their advisor participated in an
economics competition known as the
Fed Challenge.

The pupils made a 15-minute pre-
sentation at the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York recommending the next
change in monetary policy. The stu-
dents analyzed current and historical
economic trends to determine whether
the federal funds rate, the 24-hour in-
terest rate that the Federal Reserve
Bank charges other banks, should be
raised, lowered or held constant.

Each student examined a certain area
of the economy to determine its overall
condition from that sector’s point of
view.

Katherine Bloeser, whose focus was
international economics, studied the
effect the United States’ economy has
on world markets and vice versa.

Financial markets specialist Julia
Gates concentrated her research on the
Dow Jones and the NASDAQ markets,
investigating the value of inflated tech-
nology stocks and the inverted bond
yield curve.

Pete Wilson scrutinized the consumer

markets, delving into statistics such as
the Producer and Consumer Price Indi-
ces, the Index of Leading Economic
Indicators and durable goods sales. The
labor market was investigated by Rich
Rowe, who explored the tight labor
market, the unemployment rate and
wage inflation.

Mairen Priestley investigated the in-
ternal workings of the Federal Reserve
Bank system and past opinions of the
members of the Board of Governors.

The group, with the aid of their advi-
sor, Thomas Hornish, created a news-
paper with the use of the facilities of
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

The format used by the team was
that of an editorial board meeting for a
financial newspaper. Each one of the
experts (reporters) reviewed their ar-
ticles and then came to a consensus
that the federal funds rate should be
raised 25 basis points to counter the
possibility of inflation.

The team placed 11th out of 95 teams
and will return for the semifinals next
Wednesday, April 5, with hopes of ad-
vancing to the regional finals sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 19.

WESTFIELD $229,000
FIRST HOME

Manor Park provides the convenient location for affordably priced 3/4 Bedrooms
and 2 Bath Cape Cod. Backyard opens to wooded area, lot of privacy. Finished
lower level is a perfect play area or office set up. Make your move at $229,000.

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday 1–3pm
1026 Ripley Avenue, Westfield

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

KAY GRAGNANO

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD – Only once in a while does an opportunity come along
to own your own  building and or business. We have just listed a highly
visible building on Prospect Street, downtown Westfield. This 2 story
free standing building offers 2,000 sq. ft. of commercial/professional
space, currently used as a restaurant with a 5 room apartment on the
second level. Call Kay Gragnano at Coldwell Banker for details.

WSF-8698 $439,000

Holly Cohen
“Holly Cohen is one of our top associates, not only in
the Westfield Office, but in the entire company. Her
accomplishments are impressive, but I am even more
proud of her professionalism and her dedication.”

James M. Weichert
12/22/99

185 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

Broker/Sales Representative
Licensed in NJ, NY & PA

Over 14 Years of Experience.

Call
(908) 654-7777 ext. 118

“Ask for Holly”

THE FED CHALLENGE TEAM... The Westfield High School (WHS) Fed
Challenge Team scored 45 of a possible 50 points during The Fed Challenge last
week to advance into the semi-finals. Pictured, left to right, are Katharine
Bloeser, Richard Rowe, WHS Teacher D. Thomas Hornish, Maren Priestly, Hi’s
Eye Tri-Editor Julia Gates,  and Pete Wilson.


