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Presbyterian Women Hold
73rd Birthday Celebration

A BIRTHDAY GATHERING…Sixty women recently attended the 73rd birth-
day luncheon of the Presbyterian Women of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Among the guests, pictured left to right, were: Ola McBride, who will
celebrate her 101st birthday in August, Ellen Anthony and Kitty Berry.

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Women of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield celebrated the group’s
73rd birthday on March 16 at a spe-
cial luncheon held in the church’s
Assembly Hall.

The meal was prepared by mem-
bers of Circle 4, led by Faye Brown
and Joy McGuiness. Tables repre-
senting each month of the year were
decorated by various Circles from
the church.

The Circles are nine informal groups
which meet monthly at various times
of the day and evening for fellowship,
Bible study and mission focus. For
mothers with young children, one
circle provides baby-sitting.

Ann Fontana, this year’s modera-
tor, welcomed 60 women to the cel-
ebration, including Ola McBride,
who will celebrate her 101st birth-
day in August.

Guests included the Reverend Tina
McCormick and the Reverend Vicky
Ney, Associate Pastors, and Wendy
Thode, Associate for Christian Edu-
cation. A birthday offering, which is
distributed to mission projects, was
dedicated by Ruth Lindgren.

Following the luncheon, Lynn
Bunson introduced a program writ-
ten and narrated by Christine Treger.
“Meet the Perfect Presbyterian
Woman” was directed by Carolyn
Fleder and featured Nancy Lau.

The Sewing Group, which makes
blankets, afghans, pillows and sweat-
ers for local hospitals and the
Elizabethport Presbyterian Center,
provided knitting instructions to at-
tendees.

In addition to Circle meetings,
Presbyterian Women conduct spe-
cial projects and interest groups
which provide participants with nu-
merous volunteer opportunities. Be-
sides the Sewing Group, there is a
Quilting Group and a Craft Group.

Monthly gatherings, which fea-
ture various speakers and programs,
are open to everyone in the church
and the community. The next pro-
gram, entitled “A Vision for Chil-
dren,” presented by Ms. Thode, will
take place on Thursday, April 20, at
9:30 a.m.

All programs take place at the
Church Parish House, 140 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

For additional information on
circles, programs and volunteer op-
portunities, please call Presbyterian
Women at the church office, (908)
233-0301.

Retirement Dinner Slated
For Deputy Chief Wheatley
On April 14 at B. G. Fields

WESTFIELD – A retirement din-
ner will be held to recognize Deputy
Chief John P. Wheatley of the
Westfield Police Department on Fri-
day, April 14, at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant on Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Although Deputy Chief Wheatley
retired from active duty several
months ago in order to use accrued
vacation time, his official retirement
date is Saturday, April 1.

A member of the department for
37 years, Deputy Chief Wheatley
joined the Westfield force in March
of 1963 after leaving his previous job
with the former New Jersey Bell.

On July 1, 1973, he was promoted
to Detective and assigned to the In-
vestigative Division. Ascending to
the rank of Patrol Sergeant on March
24, 1974, he became a Lieutenant on
May 16, 1976. He was assigned to
the Patrol Division as a Platoon Com-
mander.

Lieutenant Wheatley was pro-
moted to Captain on July 7, 1986 and
assumed command of the
department’s Operations Division.
On January 1, 1997, he was pro-
moted to the rank of Deputy Chief.

During his career, Deputy Chief
Wheatley received numerous com-

mendations, including two for the
arrest of individuals with guns and
one for the seizure of $350,000 worth
of drugs. At the time the incident
occurred, it was the largest seizure of
narcotics in Union County history.

Anyone interested in attending the
dinner may call Captain Clifford
Auchter at (908) 789-4004 or Robin
Marko at (908) 789-4015.

SPBPA Seeks Vendors
For June Craft Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its an-
nual Classic Car Show and Craft Fair
on Sunday, June 11, with a rain date,
if necessary, of Sunday, June 25.

The SPBPA is seeking vendors of
high quality merchandise to partici-
pate in the event, which has drawn
between 6,000 and 8,000 people in
past years.

A 10-foot by 10-foot space costs
$40 and crafters must bring their
own tables. Spaces will be available
on the Village Green and on adjoin-
ing sidewalks and streets.

Interested individuals may call Lisa
Mohn of the Apple Blossom Flower
Shop at (908) 322-4999.

Library Friends to Commence
Annual Book Sale on Tuesday

BUSY DAY...Jane Curtis, Assistant Chairwoman for this year’s book sale to
benefit the Westfield Memorial Library, greets one of many first-day customers
at a past sale. The 2000 event will kick off on Tuesday, April 4, with a members-
only sale from 9 a.m. to noon. It will then open for the public from 2 to 9 p.m.
that day and continue through Saturday, April 8.

WESTFIELD — The annual Book
Sale of the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library will kick off Tues-
day, April 4, with a members-only
sale from at 9 a.m. to noon. Member-
ships will be available at the door.

The public sale will take place
from 2 to 9 p.m. that day and will
continue on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, April 5 and 6, from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.

Half-price day is set for Friday
April 7, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
Bag Day is scheduled for Saturday,
April 8, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., when
participants will be able to fill a
grocery bag for $3.

Beginning tomorrow, Friday, March
31, volunteers will receive, sort and
shelve books in preparation for the
event. During the sale itself, others
will work shifts to handle the funds
and/or work in restocking the thou-

sands of books that will be available.
Event Chairwoman Sadie Schoss

has reported that the Friends received
increased donations for the sale this
year, including many first-edition
works.

Donations for the sale may be made
tomorrow from noon to 5 p.m., on
Saturday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and on Monday, April 3, from 9
a.m. to noon at the library’s Program
Room. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Individuals are asked to contribute
hardcover books and paperbacks,
children’s works, cookbooks and
good encyclopedia sets.

Textbooks, condensed or damaged
books, magazines, old records or old
encyclopedia sets will not be ac-
cepted.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-4090.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Meet on April 3

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, April 3, following the 7:30
p.m. Mass.

A video entitled “The Passion
According to Luke” will be the
Lenten feature. Refreshments will
be served and members are invited to
bring guests.

The Annual Retreat Day will be
held on Wednesday, April 26, at St.
Joseph’s in Stirling. Lunch for $21 is
included. For information, please call
Toni at (908) 322-7815.

Author Barbara Stein to Speak
At CHADD Meeting on April 5

Blood Drives on Tap
For April in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Blood Cen-

ter of New Jersey has announced the
dates and locations for its upcoming
blood drives.

Drives will be held on Saturday,
April 8, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, 110 Walnut Street in
Westfield, and on Wednesday, April
12, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the
Lord & Taylor parking lot, 609 North
Avenue in Westfield.

Donors must be 18 years of age.
Seventeen-year-olds may donate with
parental permission. There is no up-
per age limit for donors, provided
they have donated within the last two
years or have a doctor’s note.

Donors should know their social
security number and bring a signed
form of identification. People with
cold or flu symptoms should wait
until they are feeling better before
donating, and there is a 72-hour de-
ferral for dental work, including rou-
tine teeth cleaning.

Individuals who have traveled out-
side of the United States recently are
asked to call the Blood Center for
eligibility criteria.

For more information or to sign up
for a blood drive, please call the
Blood Center at (800) BLOOD NJ.

Nature Club Plans Meeting,
Upcoming Events for Spring

Ketubah Unit Reveals
Dinner-Movie Night

AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
for dinner and a movie on Saturday,
April 8, at 6:45 p.m.

The dinner will be at Deli King in
the Clarkton Shopping Center on
Raritan Road in Clark, at which time
the group will select a movie to see at
the Rialto Theatre in Westfield.

The cost will be the price of each
individual’s meal and movie ticket.
Prospective members are invited to
come. To respond and for directions,
please call Larry at (973) 736-5729
by Friday, April 7.

First United Methodist
To Begin Film Series

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, April 4, at 8 p.m. at the
Courthouse of the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, located at Route
22, East, and New Providence Road
in Mountainside.

The Courthouse is the second
building and is most easily reached
by entering right from New Provi-
dence Road.

A slide presentation, entitled “In-
sect Friends or Foes,” will be given
by naturalists from the Monmouth
County Park Service. It will focus on
the ecology of insects in and around
New Jersey, from the familiar to the
exotic.

On Saturday, April 8, the club will
sponsor a half-day trip to the Great
Swamp National Refuge, led by Pete
Axelrod, to explore areas of the
swamp not usually seen.

Participants will meet at the south
side of the Fanwood train station at 8
a.m. and are advised to wear water-
proof footwear.

Wildlife Sunday at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside will take place on April
9. Volunteers will assist with begin-
ner bird walks and help staff the
information station.

On Sunday, April 30, the first of

four “Walker Walks” will take place
at 7 a.m. starting from the middle
parking lot (The Birches) of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

These walks were founded by Bob
and Molly Walker of Cranford and
are for individuals of all ages and
skills. The walk will conclude at 9
a.m. with coffee and doughnuts.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Barbara
Stein, an author, teacher and educa-
tional consultant, will discuss “At-
tention Deficit Disorders Made Easy”
on Wednesday, April 5, at the next
Western Union County CHADD
(Children and Adults with Attention

Deficit Disorder) meeting.
The meeting will take place from

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside.
Preceding the meeting will be a net-
working and registration period from
7 to 7:30 p.m.

CHADD is a non-profit, national
organization which provides educa-
tion, advocacy and support for indi-
viduals with Attention Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD).

ADHD is often characterized by an
individual’s failure to pay close atten-
tion to details; poor listening and
organizational skills; difficulty fol-
lowing instructions; being easily dis-
tracted; exhibiting a dislike of tasks
requiring sustained mental effort and
forgetfulness in daily activities.

Research suggests that 3 to 5 per-
cent of the population meets the di-
agnostic criteria for ADHD, accord-
ing to CHADD.

For more information, please call
Regina Monahan at (908) 301-0709

SCOTCH PLAINS — The First
United Methodist Church, 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, will
host an ongoing series of movie pre-
sentations and discussions beginning
tomorrow, Friday, March 31.

The planned movies cover a broad
range of dramas, comedies, action
films and romances, but all share a
common thread of a deeper message
or thought-provoking commentary
on modern life, according to Bill
Machrone, the organizer of the se-
ries.

The movies will begin at 7:30 p.m.,
with an informal discussion to be
held immediately afterwards. Par-
ticipants will receive handouts with
questions to aid in the discussion.
Admission is free and popcorn will
be served. All are welcome to attend.

The series will begin with Ground-
hog Day, a 1993 comedy starring
Bill Murray and Andie MacDowell.
Other films to be shown as part of the
program include Babette’s Feast,
Blade Runner, Unforgiven, The
Shawshank Redemption, Contact and
Wall Street.

“The movies we’ve chosen so far
cover a broad range of human expe-
rience and we’re eager to hear fur-

ther suggestions from attendees,” said
Mr. Machrone. Future presentations
will be held on the first Friday of the
month, starting May 5.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-8632.

African Violet Society
Show and Plant Sale
To Begin Tomorrow

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society of America will hold its an-
nual African Violet Show and Plant
Sale tomorrow and Saturday at All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The hours for tomorrow, Friday,
March 31, are 6 to 9 p.m. and Satur-
day, April 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This year’s theme will be “Violets
Our Game.” Admission and parking
are free.

Westfield Thrift Shop
Offers Spring Apparel

Astronomy Day Slated
At Sperry Observatory
CRANFORD — On Saturday,

April 8, Amateur Astronomers Inc.
will conduct an Astronomy Day event
at the William Miller Sperry Obser-
vatory, located on the Union County
College Campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

This free public event will be held
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Anyone
interested in astronomy is invited to
bring their telescopes and partici-
pate in a workshop which will pro-
vide instruction by amateur astrono-
mers on use and maintenance of the
telescopes. Instruction on how to
buy the right telescope will also be
included as part of the activities.

Weather permitting, the club’s two
large telescopes, a 24-inch reflector
and a 10-inch refractor, will be
opened for an observation session of
celestial objects.

For further information, please call
(908) 276-2730 or visit
www.asterism.org on the Internet.

Plainfield Camera Club
To Include Competition
During April 5 Meeting

FANWOOD — The New Jersey
Federation of Camera Clubs compe-
tition will take place during the regu-
lar first Wednesday meeting of the
Plainfield Camera Club on April 5 at
the United National Bank on Martine
Avenue in Fanwood.

Club members, assisted by the
State Chairwoman for Color Slides
Marian Boyer, will present the Spring
Pictorial Slide competition. Entries
are expected from NJFCC camera
clubs from Cape May through Bergen
counties. For information about the
Plainfield Camera Club, please call
Jean Luce of Westfield at (908) 233-
6276.

Interfaith Singles Set
April Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Interfaith
Singles, a support group for single
adults over 45, holds weekly discus-
sions on successful single living.
Meetings will be held on Sundays,
April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, from 9 to
10:30 a.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Continental breakfast will be avail-
able and a $2 donation is requested.
For further information, please call
(908) 889-5269 or (908) 889-4751.

Cannonball House Set
To Reopen for Season
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Osborn

Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will reopen for the 2000 season this
Sunday, April 2.

Built circa 1760, the house has
been restored and furnished by the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Since 1972, it has
been a museum of local history for
the community and surrounding
towns.

Costumed docents will give tours
from 2 to 4 p.m. There is no admis-
sion charge.

Interfaith Relationships
To be Program Topic
At Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD — Kathy Kahn,

Assistant Director of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations
National Department of Outreach,
will discuss the topic “So Your Son
or Daughter Is In Love With a Non-
Jew. Now What?,” on Sunday, April
2, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The public is invited to attend this
program at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For further information,
please call the temple office at (908)
232-6770.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League has announced that
the Thrift Shop, located at 114 Elmer
Street, is stocked with a large selec-
tion of ladies,’ men’s and children’s
spring apparel.

Patrons may also purchase jew-
elry, shoes and accessories to comple-
ment their wardrobes. In addition,
books, toys, bric-a-brac, household
and vintage items are available.

Business hours are Tuesday

through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Proceeds from the Service League’s
Thrift Shop and Consignment Shop
are donated to local charities.

The league also provides dispatch-
ers to the Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad and drivers for Mobile
Meals of Westfield.

For more information, please call
the Thrift Shop at (908) 233-2530.

We’ll listen and help
you with that problem
you thought you had
no answer to at all.
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908-232-2880
A member of The United Way.
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