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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

From Technology Initiatives to Enrollment Crunch:
BOE Candidates Open Discussion of Issues at Forum

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Six candidates for the Westfield
Board of Education stepped up to the
plate Monday night in Roosevelt In-
termediate School’s Alice Lee
Roosevelt Auditorium for “Meet the
Candidates’ Night,” an open forum
sponsored by the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters and the
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council
(PTC).

Three seats for three-year terms
are being sought by incumbents Anne
L. Riegel, Dr. B. Carol Molnar and
Thomas Taylor, as well as newcom-
ers Peter W. Billson and Kimberly
Rhodes. A one-year term is being
sought, unopposed, by incumbent
Michael J. Kessler.

Two-minute opening statements
were delivered by the candidates,
who were seated in ballot order but
called upon randomly.

In her opening remarks, Mrs.
Riegel cited her career and educa-
tion experience, urging support of
the 2000-2001 budget and highlight-
ing her role on board committees.

“I place a high value on educa-
tion,” she stated.

To illustrate the value of participa-

tion by the community and opening
up the lines of communication be-
tween the school board and the town,
lifelong resident Mr. Billson asked
audience members to donate small
items such as car keys or dollar bills
in a black top hat.

“I am running on a platform of
open communication in order to en-
gage the entire town in our children’s
education, including the two-thirds
of the citizens that do not have chil-
dren in our schools,” he explained.

“Imagine, for a moment, that the
company you work for donates just
one computer,” he added, demon-
strating how members of the com-
munity can participate in furthering
technology initiatives in the school
district.

Incumbent Dr. Molnar thanked the
community for the chance to serve
the school district, adding that the
budget “is more than just a series of
numbers,” but a goal for “academic
excellence.”

In his opening comments, Mr. Tay-
lor cited his terms of service (1984-
1987 and 1997-2000) on the board,
saying he believes the problems
plaguing the board three years ago,
when he took up his second term,

have been adequately addressed.
Ms. Rhodes thanked the commu-

nity and noted the “peoples’ pride in
the schools,” specifically the district’s
initiatives to improve technology,
deal with enrollment and drive for-
ward the World Language Program
in the elementary schools.

The candidate also cited her career
experience and education back-
ground, noting that she is “familiar
with the financial aspects of what we
(as a district) face.”

Finally, Mr. Kessler referred to a
recent article in The Westfield Leader
in which he expressed doubts about
running for re-election. He explained
during the forum that the demanding
time commitment involved in serv-
ing as a board member had made him
reconsider running.

However, after taking a drive, the
candidate said he realized that his
“pride in the school system” and his
desire to “continue contributions”
would be best fulfilled by seeking re-
election.

Questions penned by members of
the audience and the PTC were posed
by Bonnie Ruggiero of the League of
Women Voters, spanning topics that
included furthering technology in

the schools, the enrollment crisis at
Westfield High School (WHS), the
needs of Special Education students,
the difference in test scores at the
intermediate schools and a thumbs
up or thumbs down for the proposed
budget.

Overall, the six candidates hope to
see technology heavily instituted in
the district’s schools. Mr. Kessler
wants to see funds spent efficiently,
looking to the community for sup-
port and donation of computers. Dr.
Molnar, Ms. Rhodes, Mr. Taylor and
Mrs. Riegel all urged the importance
of training staff members in com-
puter usage.

Mr. Billson emphasized, “Getting
companies to donate computers is
one of the easiest things they (busi-
nesses) can do.” Encouraging the
tapping of other sources for funding
and donation of software and hard-
ware, Mr. Billson added, “We need a
system other than the taxpayers.”

Turning to the issue of the enroll-
ment surge at WHS, Dr. Molnar stated
that she does not encourage increas-
ing class sizes or dropping the num-
ber of course periods from nine to
eight. Constructing additions, retro-
fitting rooms at the National Guard

Armory for additional space or look-
ing to the Lincoln School building
are options she cited.

“Lincoln School is the most viable
option,” Mr. Billson said. “It’s brick
and mortar that already exist.” He
added that the facility could be used
as a Magnet School for unique cur-
riculum.

Noting an asbestos problem at Lin-
coln School, Mr. Taylor countered
the suggestion that the facility is a
“clear cut” solution. “The Armory
has committed four classrooms ver-
bally,” he said.

Ms. Rhodes stressed the impor-
tance of examining Lincoln School
as an option. “It’s hard to predict
where our numbers are going,” she
said, adding that moving sixth grad-
ers back to the elementary level and
ninth graders back to the intermedi-
ate level may be options down the
road to alleviate the enrollment prob-
lem.

Overall, she said, she would like to
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Second Cycle
Pool Sign-Up
Set for April 3

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Monday, April 3, begins the sec-
ond phase of the sale of Westfield
Memorial Pool memberships for the
2000 summer season.

During the month of April, mem-
berships will be open to all Westfield
residents, whether or not they were
pool members in 1999. Sign-ups will
be taken until 80 percent of pool
capacity, or 7,200 individuals, is
achieved.

Assistant Recreation Director Jim
Gildea said that 5,400 people were
signed up by Tuesday afternoon, leav-
ing room for approximately 1,800
more individuals.

Recreation Director Glenn S.
Burrell expects his staff to be very
busy on Monday when the doors
open at 8:30 a.m.

“These people were the ones who
were outside looking in last year
(when the pool reached its capacity
and could take no new member-
ships),” he said, adding that he ex-
pected registration lines longer than
those earlier this month.

This month, pool members from
last year were given first crack at
memberships for 2000. Accepted
memberships were to be cut off once
60 percent, or 5,400 of the pool’s
capacity of 9,000, was reached.

Of the 5,400 memberships which
were available this month, Mr. Burrell
said that room for about 77 individu-
als, or approximately 13 family mem-
berships, still remained as of earlier
this week. He expected the 60 per-
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Council Hears Proponents, Opponents of Deck
As Answer to Parking Shortage in Downtown

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After a short Town Council Con-
ference Meeting on Tuesday night,
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
addressed an audience of more than
130 residents who turned out to voice
their concerns regarding the proposed
parking deck.

A preliminary study of the pro-
posed parking deck was presented
by Rich and Associates, to the public
at the March 1 Town Council meet-
ing.

In the study, Rich and Associates
analyzed all of the existing parking
needs for shoppers, retail employees
and commuters in the area of down-
town Westfield. The study concluded
that a parking deck facility was the
best solution to solve, what they
considered to be, an extreme parking
deficit.

Seven possible locations for a park-
ing deck were evaluated.

Using a number system to value
all of the pros and cons of the various
locations, Rich and Associates con-
cluded that only two of the locations
were ideal. The first choice would be
to locate a parking deck in the park-
ing lot on the south side of the train
station, known as Lot 3A.

The second choice would be to
construct a parking deck on the lot
adjacent to Trader Joe’s parking lot
on Elm Street, also utilizing the
Trader Joe’s lot, which would re-
quire a land acquisition, called Lot 1
extended.

The key factor in making a south
side train station deck a viable solu-
tion for both sides of town, would be
in forcing most long-term permit
parking from the north side into the
deck, thereby opening up short-term

parking for shoppers on the north
side. By enforcing parking regula-
tions, such as disallowing meter feed-
ing, retail employees would also be
forced to park in the deck, also free-
ing up short-term meter spaces on
the north side.

However, the study also concluded
that although this would alleviate
some of the parking needs of shop-
pers and employees on the north
side, ultimately, the best solution
would be to build two parking decks,
one in Lot 3A and one in Lot 1.

The study also recommended that
a parking manager in Town Munici-
pal be assigned to oversee all of the
parking responsibilities and eventu-
ally establish a parking authority to
oversee all parking-related matters.

Other recommendations of the
study included reducing the number
of permit spaces and long-term
meters in lots north of North Avenue,
the creation of higher permit rates
for the remaining long term spaces in
the north zone and an overall meter
increase from .25 per hour to .50 per
hour.

The study also recommends that a
complete traffic analysis should be
coordinated with the county in order
to properly evaluate the best loca-
tions for a deck.

Tuesday’s meeting was opened up
to an audience with a diverse range
of opinions, with many people speak-
ing for and against the proposal. The
majority of comments came from
residents of the Boulevard.

Boulevard resident Alan Helfman
stated that constructing a deck would
ruin the small town character and
quality of life in Westfield.

Roanoke Road resident Carol
Cohen expressed the great need for a

deck in order to preserve the quality
of life in Westfield.

“If a commuter has to get up at the
crack of dawn just to get a parking
space, this is a quality of life issue
also,” she said.

Several residents commented on
the fact that the town’s Parking Steer-
ing Committee was stacked with only
North Side residents. Mayor Jardim
assured everyone that his only inten-

tion was to appoint those who were
most qualified to serve on that Com-
mittee and he was not thinking in terms
of placing people according to which
side of town they lived on, which he
considered to be irrelevant.

Betsy McGuire, also a Boulevard
resident, commented that she was
“appalled” by the frequent references
to north side versus south side, which

Daylight Savings Time Begins
2 a.m. on Sunday, April 2

Spring Ahead!

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE CALL…A motorcyclist clipped a PSE&G utility truck on Lamberts Mill Road this week. The accident began in
Scotch Plains, but the skid marks and motorcycle landed in Westfield. No one was seriously injured. The cyclist, who is
a Westfield resident, had borrowed the Harley Davidson from a friend.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
HERE COME THE COOKIES!…Stacks of Shortbread cookie boxes sold by Girl Scouts in the area were unloaded
recently, ready to be distributed to customers.

TAXES TO SUPPORT $57.2 MILLION SPENDING PLAN

School Bd. Okays Tax Levy
Of $48.2 Mil. for Public Vote

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
Tuesday night passed a $57.2 mil-
lion budget, calling for a tax levy of
$48.2 million, which will go before
voters on Tuesday, April 18. Another
$994,000 to be raised in taxes, previ-
ously approved by voters as a refer-
endum, will go toward retiring the
district’s outstanding bonded debt.

The budget includes 115 comput-
ers for third-grade classrooms, 54
computers for intermediate school
computer labs, 28 computers for the
Westfield High School mathematics
lab, 130 laptops for high school teach-
ers, 17 new teaching and support
staff and new textbooks in Spanish,
French, Language Arts, mathemat-
ics and health curriculums.

Eighty-six percent of the budget is
to be supported by property taxes. If
voters approve the tax levy, the school

tax rate will increase by nine cents,
from $2.63 per $100 of assessed valu-
ation in 1999 to $2.72 per $100.
School taxes would increase on aver-
age to $157 for a home assessed at
$174,000, with a market value of
$325,000. The $157 is based on the
total amount to be raised in taxes of
$49 million.

Other revenue sources include state
aid of $3.8 million, a figure that is up
over $150,000 from 1999, and $2.1
million which is being taken from
the district’s “free balance,” or sur-
plus, of $3.9 million. Of the surplus
used in the budget, $133,000 was
generated through interest on the
$11.7 million in bonds issued by the
district following passage of the bond
referendum in 1998. The bond funded
new classrooms at Franklin,
McKinley and Wilson Schools.

Officials explained that state law
only enables school districts to main-
tain surpluses of up to 6 percent of
their total budget. Business Admin-
istrator Robert A. Berman estimated
the board will use $2.9 million in
surplus in next year’s budget.

School Board President Darielle
Walsh noted that the district has older
school buildings that necessitate
maintenance of surplus funds to be
used for emergency repairs.

Other revenue sources include
$994,400 in miscellaneous revenues
and $1,086,348 in federal and state
grants.

The budget, officials said, ad-
dresses both the continued enroll-
ment growth in the district and the
need to bring the district’s teaching
staff and students in line with tech-

nology advances in other districts.
The total spending plan represents

a 4.47 percent hike over last year.
The board sought and received per-
mission from the Department of Edu-
cation to increase the budget over the
state mandated 3 percent cap in
spending due to increased enroll-
ment projections by the district esti-
mated at 3.48 percent in the 2000-
2001 school year.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley said, “I think this
budget is different than other bud-
gets and I think that’s because we
finally have been able to get a little
bit of relief from the state-mandated
budget cap.”

He said that over the past few
years, the district has had to work
within a cap of just under 3 percent,
“and that’s been a little bit hard
because we have been in a growth
period with our enrollment,” esti-
mated at 14 percent since 1996.

For instance, he said, kindergarten
registration for this year alone is 342,
which he said will push first-grade
enrollment in the district’s six el-
ementary schools in the fall to over
400 pupils. By comparison, Westfield
High School’s graduating class last
year had 290 students.

In terms of enrollment projections,
Mr. Berman indicated that district-
wide enrollments have risen steadily
from a hike of 71 students, or 1.56
percent, in the 1993-1994 school year
to a projected increase of 182 for the
2000-2001 year. The total projected
student enrollment next year is 5,410
students.

While the elementary and inter-
mediate schools are currently able to
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see a Citizens Advisory Committee for-
mulated to examine the issue.

Mrs. Riegel said she does not believe
there are enough facts available to deter-
mine whether Lincoln School is a solu-
tion. Space, staff, student and guidance
counselor needs must be looked at before
coming to a decision, according to the
candidate.

A single question posed to Mr. Billson
about his qualifications for candidacy to
the school board urged him to reassert his
“leadership, communication skills and
technology background.”

“The key to success is in our commu-
nication skills,” said the candidate, add-
ing that when he wants to get something
accomplished, he sets out to do so.

Addressing the needs of Special Edu-
cation students, all the candidates agreed
that the issue deserves specific attention.

“We should respond as a district with
the goal of excellence for all children. We
are doing a good job,” observed Ms.
Rhodes.

“The students deserve the same qual-
ity in education as other children,” con-
curred Mr. Kessler.

Dr. Molnar hopes to bring special edu-
cation pupils back into the district.

Calling the issue “a hot potato that
nobody wants to touch,” Mr. Billson
said the topic is difficult because “poli-
ticians are telling us how to educate our
children.” An issue driven by state and
federal regulations, the candidate be-
lieves control should lie within the com-
munity. “Let us educate our children,”
he said.

Examining the difference between re-
cent test scores at Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools, the candidates all
seemed stumped and concerned about
the issue.

Mrs. Riegel, who said she went through
the results line by line, noted that “it is not
nearly as bad as it seems.” She figures the

issue may lie with the change in leader-
ship at Edison School.

Dr. Molnar said that while the issue is
“always a quandary,” it must be moni-
tored further.

While Mr. Billson said he is looking to
see if it is really a problem, Ms. Rhodes
stressed that “all of our kids out-per-
form” other districts.

Mr. Kessler noted that because of
Edison’s “diverse population,” there may
be a difference in learning styles there.

While none of the candidates favor
placing detectors in the schools to im-
prove security, all agree that safety of the
students is constantly being monitored
and at the top of their totem poles.

Finally, all of the candidates give the
proposed budget a hearty thumbs up.

In her closing statement, Mrs. Riegel
encouraged audience members to vote
for the budget and let their voices be
heard.

Ms. Rhodes emphasized her “exten-
sive education in the area of finance and
education finance,” as well as “commu-
nity service and commitment to public
education.”

“We are on the threshold of becoming
one of the best districts in the state,”
commented Mr. Taylor. “We have made
progress in many areas.”

“Nothing is more important than our
children and their needs,” stated Dr.
Molnar, adding that she continues to
seek public input.

Mr. Billson supplied his e-mail ad-
dress, telephone number and other modes
of communication, also encouraging in-
put from members of the community.

Mrs. Riegel concluded that the educa-
tion of the community is “a top priority”
for her.

According to Christine Foley of the
PTC, the forum will be broadcast on TV-
36 today, Thursday, March 30, through
Monday, April 17.

Six BOE Candidates Voice
Views During Open Forum

cent capacity to be reached before the
weekend.

The initial week of pool registration
during March was the busiest, with
people waiting on line for up to 40
minutes the first day.

The Recreation Commission
changed its process this year after mem-
bership sold out last summer for the
first time in the 30-year history of the
pool.

Recreation Commission members
felt the new arrangement was a way to
guarantee each “wave” of membership
a fair opportunity to purchase pool
passes.

The pool will open membership to
all residents and non-residents in May
until full capacity is reached. Again,
approximately 1,800 individual mem-
berships will be available for sale.

Registration must be done in person
at the Municipal Building during regu-
lar Recreation Office hours, which are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The Recreation Department also will
be open two weeknights and one Satur-
day each month during the member-
ship sign-up periods.

The office will be open Tuesdays
from 7 to 9 p.m. on April 4 and 18 and
on May 2 and 16. It will also be open
during four Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to
noon, on April 8, May 6 and June 3.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pool
Membership
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Council Hears Proponents,
 Opponents of Parking Deck

Police Charge Second
Suspect in Connection

With String of Burglaries
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A second man
has been charged in connection
with a series of burglaries to
homes on the south side of
Westfield that occurred over the
past month.

Michael A. Galasso, 37, who
gave his last address as the
Plainfield YMCA and may be
homeless, was charged by
Westfield police with two counts
of burglary and two counts of
theft in connection with burglar-
ies of two houses on Wyoming
Street, according to Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department.

After being picked up on an
outstanding, non-related charge
in Plainfield, Galasso was being
held in the Middlesex County
Jail in North Brunswick.

At press t ime, however,
Galasso had been released and
was being held in the Union
County Jail on a $5,000 bond on
the Westfield charges.

Lieutenant Parizeau said po-
lice believe that Galasso and
Jeremiah Shoemaker, 25, who
was arrested by Westfield police
last week, had worked together
in the burglary of south side
homes.

Shoemaker, who has told po-
lice he is homeless and had been
living at the Plainfield YMCA,
was arrested March 21 after a
Westfield Avenue woman re-
ported to police that as she drove
into her driveway, a man backed
away from her front door. The
resident was able to give police a
description of the man.

A short time later, authorities
spotted a man fitting the descrip-
tion walking near the Westfield
train station toward Scotch
Plains. Property which was said
to be taken from the Westfield
Avenue home was found in the
man’s possession, Lieutenant

Parizeau said. He was charged
in connection with the burglary.

Westfield police the next day
charged Shoemaker with two
counts of burglary and two
counts of theft in connection
with two Wyoming Street home
break-ins and a criminal attempt,
or unsuccessful burglary, at a
Stoneleigh Park residence. Bail
was set at $5,000. The suspect is
being held in the Union County
Jail in Elizabeth.

Westfield police had been in-
vestigating the string of bur-
glaries and knew from witnesses
that two men may have been
involved in the break-ins, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Westfield police sent details
about the town’s burglaries and
Shoemaker to area communi-
ties, and the next day Plainfield
police contacted Westfield au-
thorities about Galasso, who
they were questioning and who
they thought might be connected
to the house break-ins.

Plainfield Police Chief Ed-
ward Santiago said there had
been some house burglaries in
Plainfield and that police had
put together a team of officers
who were patrolling the area
March 22 when a house alarm
went off.

After interviewing people who
were near the scene of the alarm
activation, police were able to
piece together a description and
apprehend Galasso.

Scotch Plains police also were
looking into the possibility of
whether the two men had any
connection to some burglaries
that had occurred in that town-
ship during the last month, but
had not been able to make any
link.

Lieutenant Parizeau said that
there are still some burglary cases
which remain open in Westfield
that police have not been able to
connect to the two men.

was reminiscent of a “Civil War men-
tality.”

North Chestnut Street resident
Michael Zemsky pointed out that since
several large stores have moved in, the
downtown is prospering, but that the
downtown desperately needs a park-
ing solution to maintain that prosper-
ity.

“If shoppers can’t park, the mer-
chants won’t stay in Westfield,” Mr.
Zemsky stated.

Mayor Jardim also remarked that
real estate values would decline if a
commuter parking solution was not
forthcoming.

“Real-estate brokers tell me that
they cannot compete with towns that
can provide better commuter services,”
the Mayor commented.

Robert Heinbokel of Boulevard sug-
gested that the town should attempt to
move some of the long-term parking
being used by retail employees over to
the south side lot, on a Saturday, on a
trial basis, to see if it can be enforced.
He also suggested that the town could
utilize “smart meters” that can sense
when a car has been moved in order to
enforce the law against meter feeding.

“We force our kids to walk to school
if they live closer than two miles. Why
can’t residents who live within two
miles of the train station be forced to
give up their parking permits and walk
to the station?” Mr. Heinbokel asked.

Cowperthwaite resident Saul Drittel,
a former Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce President, commented that
previous parking studies have con-
cluded that people will not park and
walk more than 700 feet from where
they are going.

“You won’t get employees to park
on the south side of the train station and
walk to the north side,” he claimed.
“That is why you need two lots, one on
each side of town.”

Mr. Drittel also suggested that if two
decks were constructed, each deck
could be scaled down in size to some-
thing less objectionable to the resi-
dents of each neighborhood.

Several residents questioned
whether the parking permit waiting
list was really current. First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury, Chair-
man of the Council’s Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Committee, veri-
fied that as of now, there were 822
residents on the list waiting to get a
parking permit and that most of those
were current.

Several residents suggested that if
the permit fee was increased from
$30 to $50 it would weed out those
who weren’t really in need of a per-
mit.

Other suggestions from residents
included implementing a jitney ser-
vice to transport commuters to the
train station, allowing only one park-
ing permit per household and acquir-
ing properties to provide more ground
level lots.

Boulevard resident Todd Evans im-
plored the council to try these simpler
solutions before constructing a “per-
manent monstrosity.”

Former councilman John J. Walsh
suggested to the council that they
needed to show some flexibility and
not to try to “ram this plan down the
town’s throat.” He suggested that since
most of the opposition seemed to be
from Boulevard residents, the council
should consider constructing a smaller
deck on Lot 1, by Trader Joe’s to make
a small dent in the overall problem.

“This does not cure the entire prob-
lem, but it will make some progress
and you won’t politically hang your-
selves,” he told the council.

However, Ferris Place resident
Randy Packer voiced his objections to
a deck on Lot 1 for a variety of reasons,
including lowering property values and
creating more traffic congestion in an
already overly congested neighbor-
hood.

“Wherever you put a parking deck,
the residents of that neighborhood are
going to object,” he remarked.

Westfield Avenue resident Roy Pas-
cal commented that a parking deck
would alleviate traffic congestion on
South Avenue by reducing the number
of car trips to the train station in half.

Boulevard resident David Liez
stated, that in his opinion, commuters
would not use a south side parking
deck because many commuters would
rather avoid the traffic congestion
around the South Avenue traffic circle
altogether.

Mayor Jardim explained to the resi-
dents that this was only the first of
many dialogues to come and that the
Town Council would not vote to imple-
ment something unless there was broad
support and a general consensus in
favor of any proposal.

The Mayor also apologized for com-
ments that he made to other Town
Council members at the last meeting.
He expressed that the Council usually
works together very amicably and
that occasional bickering is not the
norm.

In a related meeting, several resi-
dents met with Mayor Jardim on
March 23 to discuss their concerns
regarding the deck. Boulevard resi-
dent Bill Ungvarsky cautioned the
Mayor to make sure the town did not
present this proposal as a “done-
deal.” He suggested that the entire
town should be consulted regarding
their preferences for a deck loca-
tion.

The next Town Council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 4, during
which the parking deck discussion with
the public will continue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Bd. Okays Tax Levy
Of $48.2 Mil. for Public Vote

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY…Mayor Thomas C. Jardim issued a proclamation naming the week of April 24 as Westfield
Glee Club Week, in recognition of the 75th anniversary of the group performing concerts in the Town of Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Glee Club President Sidney Treibitz, Mayor Jardim and Music Chairman Dale Juntilla. The
Glee Club will present spring concerts on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 and 30.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A FRIENDLY STROLL…Longtime Westfield residents and friends Joe Triano,
76, and Russell Romeo, 71, take their daily stroll at Tamaques Park in Westfield.
Through rain, sleet or snow, Mr. Triano and Mr. Romeo always manage to
brave the elements to take their walk.

accommodate increased enroll-
ments, the district now must focus
on the high school, where the stu-
dent population is anticipated to
rise from 1,300 pupils this year to
1,800 students by the 2004-2005
school year.

Options being studied by school
officials to deal with enrollment
projections at the high school in-
clude utilizing the National Guard
Armory building across the street
from the high school, or the former
Lincoln School building, as an an-
nex to the high school. Lincoln has
17 classrooms.

Lincoln School is located on the
grounds of the high school’s foot-
ball field. The building, not used
by the district since 1980, currently
is leased to the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission.
That lease expires at the end of the
2000-2001 school year.

“It (use of Lincoln School) really
is an option worth pursuing,” stated
Mrs. Walsh.

Mr. Berman noted that the bulk
of new hires in the budget, totaling
$758,000, are also the result of the
enrollment increases.

Looking at the enrollment pro-
jections, Dr. Foley stated, “I think
the demographics have to kick in
sooner or later.” However, increases
are expected into the foreseen fu-
ture.

Dr. Foley noted the proposed
spending plan represents “the larg-
est increase we have had in the
budget in several years.”

The superintendent said the origi-
nal budget was at seven cents but,
after hearing from parents, the bud-
get was increased by $360,000, or
2 cents in the tax rate, to accommo-
date computerization of the
district’s third-grade classrooms;
adding two child study team mem-
bers, an attendance officer to check
the residency of incoming students

and another high school teacher
and guidance counselor.

The bulk of the technology pro-
posals in the budget are the result
of recommendations from a parent
study group, called Ed Study, an
off shoot of the Parent Teacher Or-
ganizations. The group visited simi-
lar districts to see where Westfield
stood in terms of educational tech-
nology.

The third-grade computers and
related equipment, carrying a total
cost of $131,902, follows what has
already been done in the fourth and
fifth grades. In addition, the budget
includes funds to equip WHS teach-
ers with laptop computers at a cost
of $163,000. All teachers will be
given personal e-mail addresses and
thus be accessible to parents and
staff.

Eventually, WHS staff will have
Web sites where class assignments,
as well as other requirements, can
be listed.

“I think that a lot of the parents in
the community realize we have a
technology plan,” Mrs. Walsh said.
“It is important for us to move the
plan forward.”

The budget includes $559,000
for proposed capital projects.

Other operational costs include
$3.6 million for out-of-district
placements. Instruction accounts
for 54 percent of the budget.

The $48.2 million tax levy will
be on the ballot for voters at the
school board election on April
18.

Also, voters will select three can-
didates for full, three-year seats on
the board. In the running are in-
cumbents Anne L. Riegel, Dr. B.
Carol Molnar and Thomas Taylor,
along with challengers Peter W.
Billson and Kimberly Rhodes. In-
cumbent Michael J. Kessler is un-
opposed in his quest for a one-year,
unexpired term.

EXHIBITING ARTIST…Meghan Rotella, a junior from Westfield,
poses with her watercolor entitled, “At A Glance,” that was chosen for
the annual Student Art Exhibit at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Conn. The exhibit will end on Sunday, April 2, at the school.

See the News on the Web:
www.goleader.com!
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New Committee to Study Options
For Towns, BOE to Share Services

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A joint advisory ad hoc committee
has been formed for the purpose of
exploring how Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, along with the towns’
shared school district, can save tax-
payer dollars by pooling their re-
sources.

The nine-member group, which is
scheduled to meet for the first time
next week, will include two repre-
sentatives each from the two munici-
pal governing bodies and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Also on board will be the business
administrators from all three groups.

Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood
said he was approached by Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks at the
beginning of this year with the idea
for the joint committee, which the
Fanwood Mayor said he supported
as a longtime proponent of shared
services.

Mayor Marks, in turn, credited
Republican Scotch Plains Council-
man Frank Rossi for coming up with
the idea for a cooperative effort
among the towns and the school dis-
trict last year. Mr. Rossi will be among
the township’s three representatives
to the advisory group.

Mr. Marks noted that Governor
Christine Todd Whitman has en-

dorsed shared services programs and
has revealed that grant money would
be available to municipalities and
school boards which participate in
such endeavors.

In late February, Mayors Marks
and Jung met with Board of Educa-
tion President Theresa Larkin and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye to discuss the proposed
committee, which will look at op-
tions for sharing personnel, property
and services. Mayor Jung defined
“property” as buildings, office space
or storage areas.

While Scotch Plains and Fanwood
already share the services of a health
officer and welfare director, as well
as a bus to transport senior citizens,
officials believe it is possible to tap
even more ways in which the com-
munities and the school district can
join forces.

“We need to look at ways to get the
dollars spent efficiently without sac-
rificing services or making them any
less,” observed Mayor Jung. “Over
the years, there has been a lot of talk
about shared services but it has never
been formalized in this way,” he said
of the committee.

“Each entity would benefit and,
therefore, the taxpayers would ben-
efit,” added the Mayor, who called
the concept “a win-win-win” for

Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
school district.

Mayor Marks said the sharing of
land or buildings could relieve the
space crunch at both municipal build-
ings and in the school board offices,
while also eliminating what he
termed as “a lot of the redundancy.”

As an example, he cited how
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
school district each have their own
facilities for maintenance equipment,
and proffered that all three could
instead share equipment housed at a
centrally-located site.
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Locks of Love Program Makes
Courtney Berger Cut Above the Rest

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

When Courtney Berger of Scotch
Plains first read about Locks of Love
in a magazine two years ago, she
wasn’t ready to part with the 10-12
inches of hair the organization was
after.

Locks of Love provides wigs and
hairpieces for children who have lost
their hair as a result of chemotherapy
or illness.

But last Friday, Courtney gladly
allowed Lou Nizzardo of Salon High-
lights on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains
to lop off 17 inches of her glossy
brown tresses. They are neatly
wrapped in a paper towel waiting to
be shipped to Locks of Love which is
located in Palm Springs, Fla.
Courtney will also write a letter to
travel with her hair to tell the child
who will one day wear it a little bit
about herself.

Locks of Love is a not-for-profit
organization which provides custom-
fitted hairpieces to financially disad-
vantaged children free of charge or
on a sliding scale.

The organization accepts hair do-
nations from around the country, and
children make up approximately 75
percent of their donors. Human hair
prosthetics take approximately four
months to hand assemble.

What made Courtney go for the
cut now? “I was getting really sick of
my hair and everyone was saying I
should cut it,” said the 11 year old.

Courtney’s trip to the hair salon
was her first — ever. Up until then,
she had trusted only her dad to give
her hair an occasional trim.

The trip turned into quite a pro-
duction when her father’s colleagues
at CBS convinced him to allow a
camera crew to film Courtney’s hair-
cut for the six o’clock news. As a
result, newsman Morry Alter was on
hand to record the memorable event.

Accompanied by her parents and
two girlfriends (younger brother Jus-
tin was on a field trip), Courtney
skipped lunch at Coles Elementary
School and headed to the salon.

Right from the start, she was more
than willing to cut more than the
requested 12 inches. As Courtney
explained, for Locks of Love to make
the wigs, the longer the hair, the
better.

Though her new shoulder-length
look marks a big change for Courtney,
she is happy with it.

“It’s much easier to take care of. I

can actually dry it,” said Courtney
with a smile. “I used to go to bed with
wet hair and it would make my pil-
low all wet. I don’t mind washing it
anymore.”

Courtney’s mom added, “She
brushes it herself now, and that’s one
less chore for me.”

Mrs. Berger said her daughter and
friends, Bailey Fowler and Kristin
Joy, have been scheming to grow
their hair really long in the hope that
Mr. Alter would come back with his
cameraman to film all their haircuts
in five years.

For stylist Ms. Nizzardo, the whole
event, camera crew and all, was
“amazing.”

It was not the first time, however,
that Ms. Nizzardo had cut hair for
Locks of Love. She cut 10 inches of
a little girl’s hair a couple of months
ago for the same foundation.

When asked by Mr. Alter what she
thought about what she’d done,
Courtney said simply, “I feel good
about it.”

A proud Mr. Berger added, “It
makes me feel really good about my
daughter.”

Daylight Savings Time Begins
2 a.m. on Sunday, April 2

Spring Ahead!

SP Council Puts Off
Vote on Ordinance

On Pol. Fundraising
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Passage of an ordinance that will
prohibit political fundraising at the
Municipal Building in Scotch Plains
will have to wait until April.

The Township Council was sched-
uled to vote on the ordinance at its
regular meeting Tuesday night. In-
stead, a slightly revised version of
the ordinance was re-introduced at
the meeting after it was discovered
that the section of the ordinance deal-
ing with penalties for violating the
fundraising ban needed to be rewrit-
ten to conform with state statutes.

Originally, a violation of the
fundraising proscription would have
prompted an investigation by the
Township Ethics Board. But the re-
vised version will contain penalties
that include a referral of the com-
plaint to the Municipal Court and a
fine ranging from $100 to $500 — a
level set by state law.

The public hearing on the revised
ordinance, which is supported by
four of the five council members,
will be held on Tuesday, April 11.

Republican Councilman William
F. McClintock, Jr. has, for some time,
made known his opposition to the
ordinance, which he feels is unnec-
essary.

Under other business, the council
adopted at its meeting an ordinance
appropriating funds for the study of
water courses in Scotch Plains.

During the public hearing on the
ordinance, township resident Daniel
Bendik, who resides on Cooper Road,
spoke at length about problems with
street water drainage swelling a
stream that runs through his prop-
erty. This, he said, has led to serious
erosion problems that have destroyed
landscaping and are threatening the
integrity of his driveway.

“I have an urgent situation right
now,” Mr. Bendik told the council, as
he related his efforts during the past
six months to have members of the
township’s professional staff address
his problem.

Councilman Frank Rossi stated that
this was the first time any member of
the council had heard about the prob-
lem.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, sympa-
thetic to Mr. Bendik’s troubles, said
that other residents have brought
similar problems to the council’s at-
tention.

But before the municipal govern-
ment can conclude that it has the sole
responsibility to remedy problems
such as Mr. Bendik’s, the township’s
legal department needs to examine
the problems and the issues.

In other matters, the council
awarded Country View Inc. of
Somerset a $235,688 contract to
make improvements to Kramer
Manor Park. The governing body
also voted to award a $209,000 con-
tract to Waste Management Com-
pany to oversee the township’s an-
nual Spring Clean-Up effort in June.

The contract is $20,000 higher than
last year’s price, Township Manager

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
CLOSE CALL…A motorcyclist clipped a PSE&G utility truck on Lamberts Mill Road this week. The accident began in
Scotch Plains, but the skid marks and motorcycle landed in Westfield. No one was seriously injured. The cyclist, who is
a Westfield resident, had borrowed the Harley Davidson from a friend.

Courtesy of Maura Berger
THE KINDEST CUT…CBS News reporter Morry Alter came to Salon High-
lights in Scotch Plains to spotlight Courtney Berger, who clipped her 17-inch
ponytail to donate for wigmaking for cancer patients. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mr. Alter, Kristin Joy, hairstylist Lou Nizzardo, Alexandra Joy, Courtney, and
Bailey Fowler.

SP-F BOE Unanimously OKs Budget;
Voters to Decide Fate at April 18 Election

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Monday’s public hearing on the
proposed 2000-2001 budget for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools re-
sulted in the Board of Education
unanimously approving the
$46,958,051 spending plan.

Within that plan, voters will be
asked to approve a general fund tax
levy of $41,735,755 when they go to
the polls on Tuesday, April 18.

They will also be asked to approve
three separate questions: $330,000
for new fire/smoke detection sys-
tems at all five elementary schools
and field renovations at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; $304,500 for
software, a lease to purchase agree-
ment for computer equipment and
new technology staff and training;
and $118,500 for a new elementary
world language program that would
begin with the second grade in Sep-
tember 2000.

In their discussion of the budget
and accompanying second questions,
board members and administrators
lamented the continuing decline in
state aid to districts like Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“We get no state aid for regular
education,” said board member Jes-
sica D. Simpson. “We are one of 240
districts in New Jersey that the state
does not fund one dollar of general
education.”

Less aid combined with the state-
mandated 3 percent cap on budget
increases prompted the board to draft

the second questions for public con-
sideration. If the base budget or any
or all of the three separate questions
are defeated in the public vote, the
board must look to the municipal
bodies of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
to decide where cuts might be made.

If approved, as board member
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. pointed out,
the $700,000 represented by the three
separate questions would become part
of the general fund that would be
used for the budget cap calculation
in 2001-02.

“That funding level becomes part
of the base budget for the following
year,” confirmed Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Anthony
DelSordi.

Of the dozen or so members of the
public who attended the meeting,
several made comments prior to the
board’s vote.

Based on her conversation with
one of Scotch Plains’ fire inspectors,
Ellen Freitag of Scotch Plains said,
“The money (earmarked for a new
fire detection system) would be bet-
ter spent on asbestos removal.”

She indicated fire inspector Dave
Koerner, who is also a resident of
Scotch Plains, was “shocked” to learn
of the board’s desire to spend
$227,000 on a new system. She
quoted Mr. Koerner as saying it would
be “snowballing the taxpayer” if the
question were to pass.

In a follow-up telephone interview
with Mr. Koerner, The Times learned
that the inspector, who has been

working under fire official Jonathan
Ellis for about one and a half years,
would prefer to see the existing pneu-
matic fire detection system replaced
gradually.

“I would advise (the board) to do it
over time,” he explained, “and not
overburden the taxpayers.”

During the meeting, Mr. DelSordi
had explained, “As you begin reno-
vations, it is not uncommon to begin
with fire detection.”

On the subject of asbestos, Mr.
DelSordi offered some specifics as
to how the district is monitoring and
managing asbestos in its facilities.

According to him, floor tiles in
many schools are the site of the larg-
est source of asbestos, followed by
asbestos content in certain pipe insu-
lation and a ceiling at the high school.

Following the practice of many
districts, said Mr. DelSordi, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools are “ad-
dressing (the situation) as required
through renovation.” He offered the
example of floor tiles that come loose.
The schools’ maintenance staff is
trained in the proper removal and
replacement of such tiles. When the
opportunity presents itself, and stu-
dents are not present, the entire floor
is usually replaced.

“Some (asbestos) will be addressed
in the immediate future,” he contin-
ued.

“Some will be addressed as we
move forward with renovations.”

An asbestos report is scheduled to
be completed after the spring break,

at which time administrators will
determine what work will be done
during the coming summer and fall.

Board member Thomas Russo, an
attorney with extensive experience
in asbestosis cases, assured the pub-
lic there is no immediate health haz-
ard associated with the asbestos in
the local schools.

“It’s not airborne. It’s not a risk. It
can be removed on an as-needed
basis,” stated Mr. Russo.

Scotch Plains resident Craig Allen
asked if there were a way to build
items like those represented by this
year’s second questions into the base
budget where it would not be so easy
for them “to get shot down.” In look-
ing at the growing impact of the
salaries and benefits portion of the
budget, he wondered if the squeeze
on discretionary spending is “a trend
for years to come.”

In response to Mr. Allen, board
member Richard R. Meade recalled
the most recent contract settlement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association in Decem-
ber 1998, which was barely ap-
proved by the board with a vote of
5-4.

He said, “This is an area within the
board’s control every three years,
(but) it’s not unfettered control.”

In expressing their support for the
budget, Board Vice President Dr.
Donald E. Sheldon and member
August Ruggiero suggested the pub-
lic look at supporting the budget as
an investment in their future.
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He proposed that upkeep of local
recreational facilities could also
benefit through shared services, but
conceded that he “was not sure
whether we’re ready to combine
the two recreation departments.”

Mayor Jung noted the fiscal ad-
vantages of sharing resources be-
came particularly evident this year,
as the Fanwood Borough Council
hammered out a tight budget in
order to accommodate mandatory
insurance and bond payments while
maintaining local services.

The borough’s $5.7 mill ion
spending plan, unveiled by the
council last week and scheduled
for adoption on Wednesday, April
5, ultimately came in at 5.7 percent
over the 1999 figure.

While the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council delivered a flat bud-
get earlier this month, residents in
both towns are facing an increase
in the school portion of their tax
bills. The school district’s tenta-
tive 2000-2001 spending plan rep-
resents a 3.06 percent hike over last
year’s approved budget.

“Ultimately, the bottom line is to
be able to save the residents tax
dollars while maintaining the level
of services which they have be-
come accustomed to,” Mayor Marks

commented.
Saying Westfield Mayor Thomas

C. Jardim had expressed interest in
the committee’s mission, Mr. Marks
indicated even broader sharing op-
portunities may be on the horizon.
“We may have a growing snow-
ball,” he commented.

From Fanwood, members of the
ad hoc committee will include
Democratic Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz, Republican Council-
man Stuart S. Kline and Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern.

Representing Scotch Plains, in
addition to Councilman Rossi, will
be Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Bromley and Township Adminis-
trator Thomas E. Atkins.

School district members will in-
clude Board of Education Vice
President Donald E. Sheldon, board
member Jessica D. Simpson, and
School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Anthony DelSordi.

While the frequency of commit-
tee meetings was still under discus-
sion, plans call for members to pro-
vide their respective groups with
regular updates on their progress
and to present “firm recommenda-
tions” for pooling resources by the
end of the year, Mayor Marks con-
firmed.

New Committee to Study
Options for Towns

SP-F BOE Tackles
World Language Plan

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —After a
seven-week hiatus, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion returned its attention to the
proposed Elementary World Lan-
guage program at its March 23 busi-
ness meeting. A vote on the pro-
posal is scheduled for April 6.

As proposed, foreign language
instruction would begin in the sec-
ond grade in September 2000. Stu-
dents would receive one hour per
week of direct instruction from a
foreign language teacher, instruc-
tion that would be supplemented
by library/media center activities
and art and music classes.

The first state mandated Lan-
guage Proficiency Test is sched-
uled to be administered to fifth-
grade students in fall 2003.

What has sparked the most con-
troversy surrounding the proposal
among board members and from
different members of the public is
the recommendation that different
languages be taught at the different
elementary schools: French at
Brunner, Spanish at Coles and Ev-
ergreen, German at McGinn and
Italian at School One.

Last week, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Instruction Dr. John R.
Crews outlined possible scenarios
for students’ progression through
the foreign language program: if
they stayed with one language from
second grade through high school;
if they switched from one language
to another in the sixth grade; and if
they came to the district in ninth
grade with no prior foreign lan-
guage instruction.

Board member Richard Meade
observed that an extra year of in-
struction seemed to have been added
at the high school level. During
prior discussions, he and others had
voiced concerns about the high
school program’s ability to accom-
modate students’ heightened facil-
ity with a language after so many
years of studying it.

“The proposal looks good to me,”
said Mr. Meade.

To accommodate students who
may switch schools (and foreign
languages) mid-stream by moving
across town, administrators sug-
gested a Saturday course as a way
to help students make the transition
from one language to another.

Students could also use the Sat-
urday classes as enrichment oppor-
tunities.

Administrators have been ac-
cused of shaping the different lan-
guage/different school idea, a first
for a New Jersey school district, in
an effort to preserve the four-lan-
guage, foreign language program
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

Fanwood resident MaryAnn
Bonacum questioned the complex-
ity of managing four languages at
five schools.

Like other members of the pub-
lic, she suggested the board con-
sider Spanish instruction for all el-
ementary students, given “the Span-
ish-speaking community growing
all around us.”

Mrs. Bonacum said teachers
could then use the second half of
fifth grade and all of sixth grade to
introduce students to German,
French and Italian.

Students could then choose one
of those four languages to study in
seventh grade.

Board member Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. called the existing pro-
posal “messy.”

He continued to be dissatisfied
with the idea of four languages at
five schools, and, with what he
called, “restrictive pressures on
families.”

With respect to the high school

program, he said, “I still believe
(it) may not be able to meet the
needs of students who’ve studied
one language for seven years.”

The Elementary World Lan-
guage discussion carried over into
the budget review since $118,500
for staff and training has been built
into a separate question on the
tentative 2000-01 school budget.

If that funding is not approved
by voters, the district would be
forced to hold off on implement-
ing the elementary-level program
until September 2001 when fund-
ing for it could be incorporated
into that year’s regular budget.

Scotch Plains resident and Board
of Education candidate Linda
Nelson suggested it might be
“wiser” to build the $118,500 into
this year’s regular budget rather
than ask voters to approve the fund-
ing as a separate question.

She reiterated the concern that
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools are
lagging two years behind some
comparable districts in introduc-
ing foreign language to elemen-
tary students.

World Language Supervisor
Helga Thomas had warned the
board, “The longer you wait, the
more time must be set aside in the
day for instruction.”

In other business, Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary
Anthony DelSordi reported an in-
formal traffic study had been con-
ducted by an engineer at Park and
Terrill Middle Schools to observe
traffic patterns.

The report will be available by
the next board meeting.

The observation yielded the fol-
lowing suggestions: install barri-
ers, redesign parking lots, add
signage and survey parents to de-
termine the number of children
being dropped off and picked up as
well as the number of walkers. The
suggestion was made that a traffic
count would help officials antici-
pate future traffic/parking needs
around both schools.

Mr. DelSordi emphasized that
no firm has yet been hired to con-
duct a formal traffic analysis.

During the meeting, board mem-
ber Jessica D. Simpson put forth
board member August Ruggiero’s
name as a nominee for Union
County Board Member of the Year.
Mr. Ruggiero, who has served 19
years on the board, elected not to
seek re-election this year.

“His scrupulous work ethic
places him in a league by himself,”
said Mrs. Simpson. “His dogged
pursuit of a goal is unmatched.”

Briefly acknowledging Mr.
Ruggiero’s contributions to board
service, Mr. Saridaki nevertheless
chose to abstain from the vote.
“Such an award is a slight to other
members who put forth so much
effort,” he said.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed its student field trip policy.

There are concerns as to how to
handle dispensation of medications
during trips, particularly overnight
excursions, such as the upcoming
SPFHS band trip to Washington,
D.C.

“This is an issue we’ve not been
dealing with effectively for a
while,” stated Director of Pupil
Services Eleanor Henry, who be-
lieves a licensed nurse should be
hired to dispense required medica-
tion whenever a parent is unable to
make a trip with a child.

In anticipation of the Washing-
ton, D.C. trip, Mrs. Simpson sug-
gested a visiting nurse be hired to
administer medication as required
to students in the hotel where they
will be staying.

Members agreed the board needs
to find a long-term solution to the
problem.

Police Charge Second
Suspect in Connection

With String of Burglaries
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — A second man
has been charged in connection
with a series of burglaries to
homes on the south side of
Westfield that occurred over the
past month.

Michael A. Galasso, 37, who
gave his last address as the
Plainfield YMCA and may be
homeless, was charged by
Westfield police with two counts
of burglary and two counts of
theft in connection with burglar-
ies of two houses on Wyoming
Street, according to Lieutenant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department.

After being picked up on an
outstanding, non-related charge
in Plainfield, Galasso was being
held in the Middlesex County
Jail in North Brunswick.

At press time, however,
Galasso had been released and
was being held in the Union
County Jail on a $5,000 bond on
the Westfield charges.

Lieutenant Parizeau said po-
lice believe that Galasso and
Jeremiah Shoemaker, 25, who
was arrested by Westfield police
last week, had worked together
in the burglary of south side
homes.

Shoemaker, who has told po-
lice he is homeless and had been
living at the Plainfield YMCA,
was arrested March 21 after a
Westfield Avenue woman re-
ported to police that as she drove
into her driveway, a man backed
away from her front door. The
resident was able to give police a
description of the man.

A short time later, authorities
spotted a man fitting the descrip-
tion walking near the Westfield
train station toward Scotch
Plains. Property which was said
to be taken from the Westfield
Avenue home was found in the
man’s possession, Lieutenant

Parizeau said. He was charged
in connection with the burglary.

Westfield police the next day
charged Shoemaker with two
counts of burglary and two
counts of theft in connection
with two Wyoming Street home
break-ins and a criminal attempt,
or unsuccessful burglary, at a
Stoneleigh Park residence. Bail
was set at $5,000. The suspect is
being held in the Union County
Jail in Elizabeth.

Westfield police had been in-
vestigating the string of bur-
glaries and knew from witnesses
that two men may have been
involved in the break-ins, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Westfield police sent details
about the town’s burglaries and
Shoemaker to area communi-
ties, and the next day Plainfield
police contacted Westfield au-
thorities about Galasso, who
they were questioning and who
they thought might be connected
to the house break-ins.

Plainfield Police Chief Ed-
ward Santiago said there had
been some house burglaries in
Plainfield and that police had
put together a team of officers
who were patrolling the area
March 22 when a house alarm
went off.

After interviewing people who
were near the scene of the alarm
activation, police were able to
piece together a description and
apprehend Galasso.

Scotch Plains police also were
looking into the possibility of
whether the two men had any
connection to some burglaries that
had occurred in that township
during the last month, but had not
been able to make any link.

Lieutenant Parizeau said that
there are still some burglary
cases which remain open in
Westfield that police have not
been able to connect to the two
men.
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Planting of Flowers
Planned in Fanwood
To Mark Earth Day

FANWOOD — Flowers donated
by Parker Greenhouses of Scotch
Plains will be planted at the Fanwood
Train Station and at Borough Hall to
celebrate Fanwood’s Annual Earth
Day Cleanup on Saturday, April 15.

Volunteers are invited to gather at
8:30 a.m. at the southside parking lot
of the Fanwood train station. Teams
will be assigned to clean parks and
public areas in the borough.

The Fanwood Lions Club will re-
move litter that has accumulated
along South Avenue.

At 1:30 p.m., wildflowers will be
planted in an area adjacent to the
Fanwood Nature Center on Cray Ter-
race. Environmental Commissioner
Dean Talcott will provide more in-
formation in the upcoming weeks.

Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves
and garbage bags will be furnished
to all participants.

Local merchants will supply re-
freshments at the conclusion of the
activity, which is expected to take
about two hours.

The Fanwood Clean Community
Committee is working in conjunc-
tion with the Fanwood Department
of Public Works on the program,
which is funded through a state Clean
Communities grant. The event will
be held rain or shine.

Thomas E. Atkins noted, due prima-
rily to new hauling requirements
imposed by state regulators that will
lengthen the trips made by Waste
Management vehicles from Scotch
Plains to the disposal facilities in
northern New Jersey.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion calling on Union County’s gov-
ernment to work towards establish-
ing an animal control service in part-
nership with the county’s 21 towns.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
said there has been “a lot more move-
ment” recently in the direction of a
county-sponsored effort, especially
in the wake of the troubles with
Garden State Kennels, which handled
animal control efforts for a number
of towns and recently announced it
was shutting its doors.

A resolution was passed urging the
state to place a referendum on the
November ballot that would, if
passed, back the consideration of a
state constitutional amendment to
separate school taxes from real es-
tate property taxes and have the state
government fully fund local educa-

tion budgets.
Saying that the local property tax

is “a very regressive tax,” Mayor
Marks called the referendum idea
“an interesting initiative” that he
supports.

Separately, the council appointed
James Fawcett to the township Board
of Adjustment and named former Coun-
cilwoman and Mayor Irene T. Schmidt
and Chris Abeel as alternates.

At the start of the meeting, Harold
Klein, a consultant with the United
States Census Bureau, spoke to the
council about the efforts to count the
population. He noted that 58 percent
of Scotch Plains’ households have
already returned their census forms,
which are due April 11.

Mayor Marks reminded township
residents that the Public Works De-
partment will begin the pickup of
leaves and gumballs on Monday,
April 10.

He also announced the March 14
birth of Nisrene Boto, daughter of
Karina and Mohammad Boto. Mrs.
Boto is the secretary to Township
Attorney Douglas Hansen.

SP Council Puts Off Vote
On Ordinance on Fundraising

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
ALONG FOR THE RIDE…Zachary Jones, 15 months, of Metuchen gets wheeled out of Parker Greenhouses Farm &
Garden Center in Scotch Plains by his mother, Michele, during a recent spring purchasing spree.

See Your Fanwood,
Scotch Plains News

On the Internet:
www.goleader.com!

‘Dollars for Students’ Drive
Set by Scholarship Foundation

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation will conduct its 33rd annual
residential canvass, “Dollars for
Students” on Saturday, April 15,
and Sunday, April 16.

The Foundation is seeking con-
tributions to provide financial as-
sistance to deserving Scotch Plains
and Fanwood student residents in
their post high school education.
Approximately 60 local high school
and college students will be mak-
ing door-to-door solicitations
throughout Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the Foundation also admin-
isters scholarships sponsored by 20
local organizations as well as ad-
ministering the capital of 23 estab-
lished memorial scholarship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
Foundation has administered
$791,370 in scholarships for the
benefit of local students. Last year,
$83,900 of financial aid was ad-
ministered by the Foundation to 61
of the students who applied. This
year, the screening committee is in
the process of evaluating 90 appli-
cations from local high school and
college students.

The house-to-house canvass and
a direct mail effort are the
Foundation’s only fundraising ef-
forts for its “Dollars for Students”
scholarships. If residents are not
contacted by a student, donations
may be sent to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box No. 123, Fanwood, 07023.

Terrill Middle School
To Host Health Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS – Seventh
grade students at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains will present
a health fair for students, faculty
and their parents on Thursday, April
13, from 9 to 10:30 a.m.

Cancer, fitness, nutrition, heart
disease, depression and other top-
ics will be presented.

For more information, please call
Catherine Panico at (908) 322-
5215.

‘Letting Go’ Workshop
Planned by SP-F PTA
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA) will
present “Letting Go,” a discussion
on issues which can develop be-
tween parents and children progress
through high school and prepare to
“leave the nest.”

The forum will be hosted on
Wednesday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m.
in the high school’s multipurpose
room.

Karen McDermott, District Su-
pervisor of Guidance, and Liz
Knodel-Gordon, District Substance
Awareness Coordinator, will lead
the discussions.

All are welcome to attend.

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Thursday, Mar. 30, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood COP-TV

Thursday, Mar. 30, 9:00 P.M.
NJ State Naval Militia

Saturday, Apr. 1, 8:00 P.M.
1999 Earth Day

Saturday, Apr. 1, 9:00 P.M.
Art Show with local artists
Shaeffer, Cook & Devlin

Monday, Apr. 3, 8:00 P.M.
Millenium Clock installation
& dedication

Monday, Apr. 3, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum

Wednesday, Apr. 5, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood - 100 Years of Gold

Wednesday, Apr. 5, 9:00 P.M.
Men of The Intrepid

WE ARE ROOTED IN SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Information is the key to a
healthy and prosperous
community. The towns we
serve have grown and
flourished since we first began
covering them 109 years ago
and we pride ourselves in our

association with them. Become
a subscriber today and you not
only become a well informed
member of today’s community,
you become part of the rich
traditions that make our towns
truly special!

Yes, I want to become an informed member of my community.
 Please start my subscription to

  The Times of Scotch Plains/Fanwood        The Westfield Leader

Send Your Check for $24 per year to
 PO Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or call (908) 232-4407

Name

Address

Town

Phone

State Zip
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COUNCIL TO USE $600,000 OF SURPLUS FOR DRAINAGE, SEWER LINE REPAIRS

Mountainside Municipal Taxes to Rise 4.12 Cents
To Support $7.5 Million 2000 Spending Plan

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti announced that there
would be a 4.12 cent increase in the
municipal budget tax rate this year
to support a $7.5 million budget.
The announcement was made dur-
ing the introduction of the budget
on March 21.

The spending plan is an increase
over the 1999 budget of $7.4 million.

A tax increase of 5.07 cents had
originally been agreed on the Bor-
ough Council at a previous work
session meeting.

According to Mayor Viglianti,
the municipal tax increases breaks
down to $63-$65 increase for a
home assessed at $150,000, the
average assessment in the borough.

According to a memorandum
written by Michelle Swisher, the
borough’s Finance Officer, the
change is due to the “other insur-
ance” line and the “other expenses”
line in the budget. Ms. Swisher
explained that both of these items
were reduced by $20,000 and
$15,000, respectfully, from previ-
ously projected spending plan.

She explained that there was
some return in insurance premiums
and that the amount in the “other
expenses” was never decreased al-
though the lines had been already

transferred.
At the Borough Council’s March

14 agenda setting meeting, a budget
of $7,607,233 was unveiled that
would have increased borough prop-
erty tax bills by an average of $75
per home. Mayor Viglianti stated
that he was happy to see the de-
crease in the budget from last week.

The Mayor and council noted
last week that the borough library
has received an increase in funding
from $322,234 in 1999 to $351,000
this year and the fire department
has increased its budget from
$49,958 to $70,000 for updated
safety equipment as well as the
new increased clothing allowance
and pay-per-drill program.

A public hearing and second read-
ing and adoption of the budget is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 18 at
8 p.m.

In other business, Police Lieu-
tenant Richard Osieja was sworn in
to fill the position of Captain, while
his wife, Dona, and three children,
Ashley, Kimberly and Courtney,
looked on.

According to Police Chief James
Debbie, there has not been an of-
ficer filling the Captain’s position
since 1971 when Captain Edward
J. Mullin was appointed to Chief of
Police.

Also, Sergeant Todd Turner was

sworn in as a Lieutenant, with his
daughter by his side and with his
brother, Councilman Keith Turner,
standing behind him.

Assemblyman Alan M. August-
ine of Scotch Plains made a presen-
tation to the two officers stating
that he thought that Mountainside
was a “great community,” due in
part to the efforts of the police
department.

He also stated that he knows that
being an officer in Mountainside is
not an easy job because of the po-
tentially dangerous situations that
can happen when stopping vehicles
along Route 22.

Also, plaques were given to Cap-
tain Osieja and Lieutenant Turner
by a member of the FBI in appre-
ciation of their work in many in-
vestigations.

“A lot of investigations get started
on a local level and we wanted Todd
and Rich know that they have helped
us out very much,” the agent, who
asked to remain anonymous, stated.

Mayor Viglianti congratulated
the two men and stated, “In my 31
years being involved with our po-
lice department, I can look at each
officer and say that today we have
the best and most conscientious
department that consider their work
a profession and not just a job. The
profession is not easy. Anytime you

have to leave your house to go to
work wearing a gun that will tell
you something.”

The promotions were due to the
recent retirement of Lieutenant
John Olock, who had been with the
Mountainside police department for
almost 27 years.

The governing body also passed
upon first reading an ordinance to
use $600,000 from the capital sur-
plus funds for drainage and storm
sewer improvements. Mayor
Viglianti noted the use of the funds
would decrease what was origi-
nally reported as a $7 million-bond
project for the borough.

Last month, the borough an-
nounced the need for a bond for
updating approximately 60 roads
within the borough as well fixing
storm drainage systems and reseal-
ing sewer lines. Mayor Viglianti
had noted that Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, had been doing a
six-month study of the borough’s
engineering needs and reported that
about 75 percent of the borough’s
90 streets were in “dire need of
repair” as were drainage systems
and sewer lines that were said to
have “caved in” over the years.

The Mayor noted that details of
what would be covered through the
project would be outlined in litera-
ture and will be sent out to all of the
residents. He noted that the bond
project, which is now approxi-
mately a $6.5 million project, would
be discussed at length at future
council meetings.

Crazy Bonus Minutes
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FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN SAYS EIC IS ALREADY BEING PAID BY SOME TOWNS

Trash Haulers Blast Union County Over Fees
Imposed for Outstanding Debt on Incinerator

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The waste haul-
ing industry is crying foul after bills
recently were sent out by the Union
County Utilities Authority institut-
ing a fee on top of the existing $50
per ton charge to dump trash at the
Union County incinerator in Rahway
for haulers not dumping at the burner.

Haulers have been billed between
$8,000 and $11,000 for the period of
July through September of last year,
funds that will go toward the retire-
ment of debt on the $293 million
trash to ash burner.

The Environmental Investment
Charge or EIC, as it is referred to,
was created by the state to pay off
outstanding incinerator debt esti-
mated at $1.5 billion in New Jersey.

While the garbage industry won a
federal lawsuit several years ago that
deregulated New Jersey’s system,
challenges to EICs have yet to be
decided in the courts. The court rul-
ing in Atlantic County declared New
Jersey’s regulations on garbage dis-
posal unconstitutional, citing viola-
tions of the interstate commerce rules
in the United States Constitution.

Union County officials maintain
that the fee is already being paid by
13 Union County municipalities that
have signed 25-year leases to dump
at the Union County burner.

Calling Union County’s back bill-
ing no more than a “retroactive tax,”
a group representing the haulers is
asking residents to fight the tax or
least ask the freeholders and utilities

authority to wait until pending court
cases are decided before enacting
the fees. They estimate residents
would face monthly increase of be-
tween $3 and $6 if the EIC is put into
place.

Edward Cornell, Jr., President of
the Waste Management Association
of New Jersey in Park Ridge, the
group representing haulers, said five
court cases are pending in which EIC
fees are being challenged.

The first one expected to be ruled
on is in Passaic County where the
City of Paterson is fighting such a
charge. Passaic County wants to col-
lect the EIC to help fund $80 million
in outstanding bonds for a garbage
incinerator that was never built.

Counties with outstanding incin-
erator debt are trying to collect EIC
fees on garbage generated in their
counties regardless if it is dumped at
the local incinerator.

In the letter, a copy of which was
obtained by The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mr. Cornell said, “Union
County brutally inflated the price of
disposal to pay for the incinerator
and support a highly paid bureau-
cracy.” He said despite the fact that
the garbage industry was victorious
in their suit to create a free market
garbage dumping industry, “Union
County refuses to let go of their ‘cash
cow.’”

In his letter Mr. Cornell described
the attempt to charge EIC to haulers
not using debt-ridden incinerators as

Mr. Cornell described the EIC as
nothing more than “blackmail.” In-
stead of putting the debt on the backs
of haulers and their customers, Mr.
Cornell said the state should pay off
the debt for incinerators they man-
dated. To do this, he proposes a state-
wide garbage sales tax.

Industry sources estimate that if
the EIC fee is passed on to Westfield
customers, they face an increase of
$3.50 on top of the average $30 per
monthly bill.

Mr. Sullivan said in his opinion
haulers are “crying about” the newly
imposed fees because one-time low
fees at out-of-state landfills have
surpassed that of the Union County
incinerator.

When contacted by The Leader
and The Times, Edward Jackus, Union
County Utilities Authority Chairman
and an Elizabeth City Councilman,
declined to comment on the EIC
issue, stating he wished to reserve
comment until he has scene a copy of
Waste Management’s letter.

In order to make its incinerator
competitive in the free enterprise
state garbage dumping industry, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County Utili-
ties Authority conceived a 25-year
lease of the incinerator to Ogden
Martin Systems of Union, the con-
tractor of the facility.

All towns and haulers using the
facility were offered the opportunity
to sign quarter century contracts to
continue dumping at the facility at
the $50 per ton rate, with increases
based on inflation. The EIC fee was
only charged to firms not signing
long-term agreement with the county.
Haulers must fill out an “origin and
destination” form for which they are
charged the EIC by the county the
trash originated. Prior to the open
market system, haulers were charged
$83 per a ton to dump at the Rahway
incinerator.

As part of the lease arrangement,
the county is responsible for generat-
ing 250,000 tons of solid waste an-
nually with the same amount gener-
ated by the Ogden Martin.

With the decline of haulers in the
state from 2,000 in 1970 to 300 to-
day, Mr. Cornell noted the “little
guys” were forced to sell out to larger
companies. Also, Waste
Management’s membership has
dropped from 134 to 18.

Mr. Cornell said, however, that it
is expected that small family-owned
operations will return to provide bet-
ter service.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING OTHERS…Girl Scout Service Day is an annual event in which
scouts, from kindergarten through senior level, gather at Westfield High School
to work on projects that are donated to charitable area organizations. More
than 500 participated in this year’s event on March 11. Pictured, from left, are
Wilson Elementary first grade Brownies Katherine McKinley and Gemma
Masterton, who is assisted by her mother Michele Masterton. They are working
on picture frames, which will be delivered to various assisted living centers and
nursing homes in the area.

“absurd.”
“To charge this tax in garbage

exported to other facilities amounts
to charging Union County residents
for a service never received. It’s like
taxation without representation. This
is un-American and unfair if not,
illegal,” Mr. Cornell stated in his
letter. “It (the EIC) adds unnecessary
dollars to cheaper disposal prices
paid elsewhere. It interferes with ef-
fective competition in the market-
place for your business.”

Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, defended the EIC not-
ing all Union County residents should
foot the bill for the debt on the incin-
erator. He said the EIC was approved
through bi-partisan legislation at the
state level.

“It was their way of handling the
debt that was really imposed on us,”
Mr. Sullivan explained. He said the
county would have preferred a better
state solution but instead acted to
lease the facility to its manufacturer,
Ogden Martin Systems of Union, to
keep it financially viable. He said
this lease arrangement solved most
of the debt problem resulting in a
“dramatic drop in tipping fees” for
towns that signed long-time leases
for the facility.

He said towns that signed long-
term leases actually saw a reduction
in how much they pay for garbage
collection. Those charges, however,
are included in their municipal prop-
erty taxes.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside opted not to sign
the leases since they would have to
bid out the garbage collection ser-
vices. Residents in these and three
other communities in the county are
privately billed for those services.

He called the letter “misleading,”
noting the EIC has actually been in
effect for those towns currently dump-
ing at the incinerator. Haulers in
those towns have contracts through
the municipalities.

“The thrust of the letter I feel is
misleading and unfair,” Mr. Sullivan
commented, noting that the letter
falsely indicates that the county is
“imposing” the fee on the rest of
county when residents in towns un-
der contract with the utilities author-
ity to dump at the incinerator are
already paying for the incinerator
debt as part of the dumping fees
charged at the burner. Mr. Sullivan
indicated all county residents need
to pay their fair share to retire the
incinerator debt.

BOOK SALE VOLUNTEERS…Louise Hamilton, left, and Nancy Werber are
among the scores of volunteers who work every year at the book sale sponsored
by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library. The event features thousands
of used books for sale at bargain prices. Proceeds are used to buy needed items
for the library, located at 550 East Broad Street. This year’s sale will kick off on
Tuesday, April 4, with a members-only sale from 9 a.m. to noon. The public sale
will start at 2 p.m. Donations of books may be made at the library on Friday,
Saturday and Monday, March 31, April 1 and April 3. See story on Page 11.
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Kean, Weingarten Set to Face Off for Main Organizational Line
At Union County Republican Convention This Saturday in Summit
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT — Six candidates seek-
ing the Republican organizational
ballot line in the June 6 Seventh
Congressional District primary race
will try to sway Union County Con-
vention delegates at this weekend’s
convention in Summit.

Two candidates, Tom Kean Jr. of
Westfield and state Assemblyman
Joel Weingarten of Millburn, are
considered the front runners with
Michael Ferguson of Warren hoping
to give them a run for the money.
Also in the race are former House
Commerce Committee counsel
Patrick Morrisey of Westfield, Green
Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh and
former Woodbridge Council Presi-
dent Ken Gardner.

Union County is the last county to
hold its convention. Middlesex held
its on Saturday and Somerset held its
convention Tuesday night.

Mr. Ferguson won with 116 tallies
to Mr. Gardner’s 59 votes in

Middlesex. Mr. Gardner serves as
GOP Municipal Chairman in
Woodbridge. Somerset County’s con-
vention, attended by Texas Governor
George W. Bush, the unofficial Re-
publican Presidential nominee, was
won on the third ballot by Mr.
Ferguson.

Mr. Weingarten, who came in sec-
ond in Somerset, won the endorse-
ment of the Essex County Republi-
can Club that ensures he will run on
the party-sponsored line in the pri-
mary race. Essex, the candidate’s
home county, includes part of
Maplewood and Millburn, including
the Short Hills area.

Calling it a “two man race (be-
tween him and Mr. Kean for the
Union County line),” Mr. Weingarten
said, “I think the (Union County)
convention will be very close in terms
of the vote.”

He said he leads all other contend-
ers with the public endorsement of
eight of the 15 Union County mu-
nicipal chairmen in the Seventh Con-

gressional District, including
Mountainside and the Fanwood
Mayor and Borough Council. He
anticipates that number will grow.

Mr. Kean has listed five municipal
chairs in his corner although he said
he has a number of committees mem-
bers as well. Only county committee
members or their alternates can vote
in the convention, which this year
will utilize voting machines.

“I think we will see some surprises
that others may not anticipate (at the
convention),” Assemblyman
Weingarten stated. The 21st Legisla-
tive District includes five Union
County towns in the Seventh Con-
gressional District, while the 22nd
District covers another 10 Union
County communities.

Assemblyman Weingarten pointed
to his legislative experience in Tren-
ton and his success at beating Demo-
crat opponents in his legislative dis-
trict where Democrats outnumber
Republicans. He noted only Green
Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh, among

the other five GOP contenders, has
elective experience. And he noted
she serves on a non-partisan govern-
ing body setup.

He cited press reports indicating
that Union County Manager Michael
J. Lapolla, seeking the Democratic
nomination for the Congressional
seat, that indicated Mr. Weingarten
is the candidate Mr. Lapolla would
least like to face in November.

Prior to his Assembly tenure, Mr.
Weingarten was an elected member
of the Millburn Township Commit-
tee and served as budget director
under Essex County Executive James
Treffinger. Mr. Weingarten noted he
voted 16 times to reduce taxes, the
only contender with such a record.

His campaign theme has focused
on “returning Washington back to the
people” through tax cuts and reduced
federal regulations. Mr. Weingarten
noted that providing more discretion-
ary spending for citizens would en-
able them to have more personal sav-
ings that can be used for essentials

including furthering the education of
their children and saving for retire-
ment. He said, currently, New
Jerseyans work until May 12 of each
year just to pay their tax obligations.

“That’s way too much of a tax
burden,” Mr. Weingarten said. The
candidate also favors moving the
Garden State’s primary from June to
April 16, the day after the federal
income tax deadline.

“I think it would have a dramatic
effect,” he said, noting the primary
would be more meaningful, espe-
cially in Presidential election years,
and because voters would be more
focused on their government coming
off tax day.

Mr. Kean said he supports cutting
the marginal federal tax rate, abol-
ishing the inheritance and so-called
marriage taxes and creating a fairer
and flatter tax code. If the inherit-
ance tax is eliminated, Mr. Kean
indicated he would push for strong
tax incentives for charitable contri-
butions.

Commenting on the current Wash-
ington year-to-year surplus, the can-
didate said the first priorities must be
to preserving Social Security and
Medicare, buying down the national
debt and then issuing tax cuts. On the
latter, Mr. Kean explained that reduc-
ing the interest and the principal on
the debt will in turn help create fur-
ther opportunities for federal tax cuts.

Mr. Kean believes his federal ex-
perience as a member of Congress-
man Bob Franks’ Washington office
for two and a half years and for the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) gives him the edge over his
opponents.

“I’ll be a Congressman that you
don’t have to train,” he said.

His platform focuses on improv-
ing the quality of life of Union County
residents. In that vein, he would fight
for continuation of the transporta-
tion and infrastructure “legacy” of
Congressman Franks while protect-
ing the environment. He also favors
more local control and accountabil-
ity of the “education process” by
releasing federal regulations in this
area.

Mr. Morrisey has not been focus-
ing on the county lines, noting in a
press release the county conventions
“are jury-rigged to hand pick candi-
dates who are beholden to the estab-
lishment.”

He has urged Republican leaders
to “end this closed system and in-
stead conduct an open process that
doesn’t award the ‘county line’ to
any one candidate.”

Mr. Morrisey’s comments strike a
similar chord to those of Warren
Committeeman Jeff Golkin, a Demo-
crat seeking his party’s nomination
for Congress. Both have called the
political systems to gain favorable
organizational ballot lines a “sham.”
Mr. Morrisey said both political par-
ties should end a process where deci-
sions are “made in smoke-filled
rooms.”

New Jersey’s Primary Election will
be held Tuesday, June 6. Among
other contested races to be decided
are those for United States Senator.

GOP committee members will se-
lect Congressional and Senatorial
candidates for the county line as well
as for the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and County Clerk.

Golkin Seeks Disclosures From County Manager
While Lapolla Calls for Clean Campaign Pledge
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The primary battle among Demo-
crats seeking the nomination to rep-
resent the party in the Seventh Con-
gressional race in November contin-
ued to heat up this week following
the resignation of candidate Michael
LaPolla’s campaign manager from
her job with Union County.

Mr. Lapolla has been questioned
as to whether he or any of his cam-
paign staffers have been running the
campaign during regular work hours.

Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin, a Congressional hopeful
who gained the party line in Somerset
County, has questioned what he be-
lieves is the “improper use of Union
County facilities and employees at
county expense and on county time
for the benefit of his (Mr. Lapolla’s)
Congressional campaign.”

Mr. Golkin specifically mentioned
Angela Bowen, Mr. Lapolla’s Cam-
paign Manager and Executive Direc-
tor of the Union County Democratic
Committee, who has been employed
by Union County as Director of Con-
stituent Services for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Sarah Dowling, a spokeswoman
for the Lapolla Campaign, confirmed
on Tuesday that Ms. Bowen has an-
nounced her resignation from the
county effective tomorrow, Friday,
March 31.

Sujata Tejwani, Campaign Man-
ager for Mrs. Connelly, said origi-
nally Ms. Bowen indicated she had
been on vacation leave since January
and would resign after that time.

“If she was working on vacation
leave since January than I want to
work for Union County,” Ms. Tejwani
responded.

Rather than specifically address
the charges by Mr. Golkin. Mr.
Lapolla issued a written response
this week calling for Mr. Golkin and
Mrs. Connelly of Fanwood to join

him in signing a “clean campaign”
pledge. Mr. Lapolla has signed the
pledge. The fourth candidate in the
race, Civil Rights attorney Joel Farley
of Westfield, name was not listed on
the pledge.

Citing the Golkin and Connelly
campaigns, Mr. Lapolla’s pledge
states that, “the only people who will
benefit from a nasty, personal nega-
tive campaign in this primary are the
Republican extremists in Washing-
ton and their Congressional candi-
dates.”

Instead, Mr. Lapolla said the can-
didates should focus on discussing
issues that Democrats are “advo-
cates” for such as helping “working
families,” securing Social Security,
protecting children from gun vio-
lence, a clean environment and ac-
cess to quality, affordable health and
long-term care and child care.

“Sadly, up to now, both Mrs.
Connelly and Mr. Golkin have run
negative personal campaigns. The
Lapolla campaign has stuck to the
issues and not responded to these
petty attacks. It is time to move
forward,” Mr. Lapolla said in the
pledge.

Mrs. Connelly went public last
week with accusations that she was
offered political jobs in exchange for
her dropping out of the Congres-
sional race. One position in fact was
said to be a $130,000 position with
the federal or state pension board.
The job was said to be for just five to
seven days a month and comes with
a government car.

She also charged that positions
were said to be available with United
States Senate candidate Jon Corzine,
Woodbridge Mayor and 1997 Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial candidate James
McGreevey or Vice President and
the party’s unofficial Presidential
nominee, Al Gore.

All the apparent job offers were
said to have come from Jerry Free, a
friend of State Senator Raymond

Lesniak. The Senator and Mr. Corzine
have denied the charges waged by
Mrs. Connelly although Mr. Lesniak
has confirmed in media reports he
did try to get Mrs. Connelly to quit
the race.

Ms. Tejwani confirmed the news
reports.

In his campaign statement that
accompanied the copy of the pledge,
Mr. Lapolla stated that Republicans
“would love for Democrats to wage
a divisive primary. Let’s serve the
voters and run a campaign based on
issues instead of innuendo.”

“When they have hurled insults
and made false charges I have not
responded by getting down in the
gutter. It is time to move forward and
put the voters interests ahead of our
own,” he stated.

Ms. Tejwani responded that the
Connelly Campaign has stuck to the
issues. She said the job offers Mrs.
Connelly spoke of did not mention
Mr. Lapolla.

Mr. Lapolla, Union County Man-
ager since 1997 and who entered the
Congressional race in late January,
has received the Democrat organiza-
tional ballot lines in Union and
Middlesex Counties.

“I do not know how it is possible
for two full-time employees of Union
County, Mr. Lapolla and Ms. Bowen,
to be working full days for the county
simultaneously with doing all the
things that are required in running a
Congressional campaign,” Mr.
Golkin said in a statement released
to the press on Monday.

Mr. Golkin has said he will seek
immediate disclosure of all records
for the past six months of Mr.
Lapolla’s county office phone and
cellular telephone, daily log and time
sheets, travel and disbursement re-
ports as well as his mileage logs and
gasoline usage.

He has called for submission of
similar records from Ms. Bowen
and other county employees on Mr.

Lapolla’s campaign staff. Mr.
Golkin also wants all records of
campaign contributions to the
Lapolla Campaign from Union
County vendors.

“The acceptance of contributions
from such sources by Mr. Lapolla, at
a minimum, gives the appearance of
impropriety because of his position
as Union County Manager and may
very well be even a more pervasive
problem than originally thought,” Mr.
Golkin stated.

Ms. Tejwani said she found it “in-
teresting” that in a response to a
request to release public documents
the Lapolla Campaign instead is-
sued a clean campaign pledge. She
said other than report what Mrs.
Connelly maintains were job offers
made to her, the candidate has fo-
cused on the issues.

Ms. Tejwani said voters need to
look at the public records of the three
candidates who have elected office
experience: Mr. Golkin, Mr. Lapolla
and Mrs. Connelly. Mr. Lapolla
served on the Union County free-
holder board in the 1980s while Mrs.
Connelly just concluded a long ten-
ure on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil, including a term as mayor.

In his press release, Mr. Golkin added
that since Mr. Lapolla did not enter the
race until January 24 he did not have to
file an end-of-the-year report with the
Federal Election Commission. The next
filing date is March 31.

Westfield Schools Set
Closings April 20, 21

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Public
Schools will be closed on Thursday,
April 20, and Friday, April 21.

The 1999-2000 school calendar
had called for the schools’ closure on
April 21, but announced last week in
a note to parents that the district also
would not be in session on April 20.

Superintendent of Westfield
Schools Dr. William J. Foley said
that each year the district adds days
into the calendar for snow and
weather related emergency closures.
If the days are not used, they are
taken out of the calendar, he said.

“This isn’t a surprise,” he said. “To
anyone who’s watching the (school)
calendar, it was clear that this might
happen.” He conceded, though, that
he had gotten some complaints from
parents, particularly working parents
who are faced with finding child care.

Teachers by contract teach 180
days so the school system is obli-
gated to make sure that the school
year does not go beyond that time, he
explained. Westfield schools build
so-called “snow” days in throughout
the calendar year rather than take
days away at the end of the year, he
said.

Graduation and the high school
graduation “Bash” are commitments
and events that are planned far in
advance and the end of school cannot
be changed, Dr. Foley said.

The last day of school this year
will be Wednesday, June 21, with a
four-hour session for grades K-8.
Westfield High School graduation is
the evening of June 21.

This year two of the schools’
“snow” days were used —  one dur-
ing Hurricane Floyd and one during
a snowfall — leaving one unused
emergency day.

Come Celebrate the Grand Opening of Dunkin’ Donuts on Sat. April 8th from 9:00 AM to
12:00 PM. Free Samples Dunkin’ Product & Giveaways (while supplies last). Fill out
your entry to win a 27" Color TV (drawing: April 30th) Enjoy Dunkin’ Donuts full line of
products including: donuts, bagels, coffee, munchkins, coolatta & breakfast sandwiches.

at: 421-431 Central Ave
Westfield (inside Tiger Mart)

6 Free Donuts When You
Buy 6 Donuts at The Reg. Price

Free Donut When You
Buy Any Size Fountain Drink

421-431 Central Ave., Westfield

4-30-00 1 4-30-00 1

421-431 Central Ave., Westfield
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New Jersey Continues to Have No Impact
On Deciding Presidential Primary Races

Letters to the Editor

Well, once again, New Jersey voters will have no
real say in choosing the two major party candidates
for President. After primaries and caucuses in some
two dozen states in the past two months, in which
about 17 million voters—a mere 12 percent of all
registered U.S. voters — took part, the American
people, aided and abetted by the media, professional
fundraisers, spin doctors, analysts, consultants and
others, have apparently settled on Texas Governor
George W. Bush and Vice President Al Gore as the
candidates for the White House.

Mind you, the election is more than half a year
away.

It leaves us kind of incredulous to realize that the
nomination fights were settled before voters in big
states like Texas, Florida, Illinois, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey ever got the chance to
view attack ads on television or receive a menacing
and unsolicited phone call debasing the reputation of
one of the candidates.

By the time our primary day rolls around on June 6,
the campaigns of Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush will be at a
point where they’re likely to be hashing out debate
arrangements, choosing vice presidential running mates
and polishing their acceptance speeches. In other
words, don’t expect either of them to be greeting you
at the Westfield or Fanwood train stations or strolling
into the local diner seeking your support.

In fact, it’s been nearly a quarter of a century since
the New Jersey presidential primary really mattered.
In 1976, Jimmy Carter needed, and got, a late season
win in New Jersey that pretty much secured him the
Democratic nomination, while on the GOP side,
Ronald Reagan was battling President Gerald Ford
for every delegate in their down-to-the-wire nomina-
tion fight.

In recent years, though, as states have elbowed
each other aside in an effort to be among the first to
hold presidential primaries, the Garden State has

been content to continue holding its vote in the
warmth of June, usually long after the candidates at
the top of the ballot have been chosen. Thus, our vote
has usually been simply a symbolic rubber stamping
of approval on whomever the presumptive nominee is
in early June.

Of course, primary elections aren’t solely about
choosing presidential candidates. In our area this
year, there will be a slew of races to decide, including
the nominees for U.S. Senate, the House of Repre-
sentatives, and a host of local municipal races. So,
despite the absence of any suspense in the presiden-
tial vote, it will still be important for voters to
participate on June 6.

But what about our presidential primary? With
more states pushing their way to the front of the line,
the campaign season, once a real marathon of several
months, has become more like a 50-yard sprint, with
those contenders who don’t get a very fast start
finding themselves out of the running soon after the
first primary votes are cast. Is it fair that New Hamp-
shire voters, who this year represented less than one
half of one percent of the more than 142 million
registered voters in the U.S., have the level of clout
that they do?

Should they alone have such power to determine
the front runner and also force the withdrawal of other
candidates?

Perhaps New Jersey should consider moving up its
presidential primary date.

Maybe the best solution would be for our state to
hold its 2004 presidential primary, say, next week, to
ensure maximum clout. In a more serious vein, state
political leaders in both political parties should put
their heads together and come up with some solution
so that candidates for president see New Jersey as an
important campaign stop and not merely part of the
passing landscape on their victory lap to their parties’
nominations.

SOME JOKES
ARE JEWELS

Joke/Juggler/Jewel — It is diffi-
cult to imagine the Romans of old
cracking one liners, but apparently
they did (jest) that. The Latin word
for joke, in fact, was jocus, which is
defined as mirth or humor, while
jocular meant to ject.

Joculari, influenced by the French
language, evolved to jogler, a jester
or entertainer and especially a tum-
bler. Jogler survives today in the
word juggler, one who performs feats
of dexterity.

Although we think of today’s jug-
gler as one who can maintain several
objects in the air at one time, alter-
nately throwing and catching them,
he was originally an all-around funny
man. The final gem in this crown of
jocular words is jewel, which stems
from joel, a cognate of jocus, mean-
ing a trinkit or plaything.

Comedy was and still is a serious
business. The vaudevillian who
bombed might have gotten the hook,
while the television comedian who
figuratively “dies” simply gets low
Neilsen Ratings. But if their medi-
eval counterpart failed to amuse, he
could literally die. And that’s no
laughing matter.

Local Letter to President Clinton
Suggests Ammunition, Explosives Tax

45-Year Scotch Plains Resident Urges
Others to Vote For School Budget

With the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school elections approaching,
I am asking my friends and neighbors to
join me in supporting the school budget.
Although we may have a difficult time
with one or two budgeted items, a “no”
vote on the entire budget will only im-
pact negatively on our students.

Please remember, approximately 88
percent of the budget are non-negotiable
items. With a defeat of the budget, items
such as student books, materials, operat-
ing expenses, supplies and programs
will be drastically reduced, if not elimi-
nated completely.

A “no” vote motivated by anger over
salaries and benefits received by school
personnel hasn’t any effect whatsoever
on those items. Please remember, those
items are non-negotiable and a part of
the budget that can’t be reduced. We can
reduce staff, but inevitably class size
will increase significantly, which will
ultimately effect the quality of teaching
the curriculum. Additionally, with a de-
feated budget, co-curricular activities
will surely be affected.

As a resident of Scotch Plains for over
45 years and an alumni of our public
school system (as are my children), I
strongly believe that the strength of our
community has and continues to be the
educational opportunities we offer. The
values of our homes and properties con-
tinues to increase and retain their desir-
ability to incoming families.

We have always been a community
who care and contribute to the well-
being of our young people. Let’s not
abandon them now. Please consider your
vote carefully and measure the conse-
quences of your decision. I and my chil-
dren have received an invaluable educa-
tion from our public schools because the
school budget was there to provide the
very best.

Let us not sit back and say, “It’s
someone else’s responsibility now that

my children are no longer involved.”
Our community was there for the chil-
dren then — our community should be
there now. It’s everyone’s responsibility
to make sure our public schools are
sound and continue to offer educational
excellence. I have always been proud of
my hometown and its citizens and that
pride continues to this day. Please join
me and vote yes for our schools.

Barbara Roskin
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
President William Clinton and forwarded
to The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
The time has come for us all to end the

rhetoric about gun control and initiate
some action that will really make a dif-
ference. Let face it, it’s really too late to
prevent the continuation of rampant kill-
ings due to the existing proliferation of
guns. What’s really needed is a very
tight control on the availability of am-
munition.

I would like to suggest that legislation
be initiated to impose a federal tax on the
sale of all types of ammunition and
explosives. This tax should be heavy
enough so that it would make the use of
firearms prohibitively expensive. The
use of firearms should be a luxury for the
ordinary citizen. It is a hazard for all
involved with any use of guns whether it
is for target practice, or for hunting.

I find it difficult to understand why
there is a federal tax on telephone calls,
gasoline, beer, wine and whisky but not
on ammunition.

If a tax were imposed, the funds could
be used to provide indemnification for

the victims of firearm episodes. These
funds could also be used for additional
police forces, for increased research on
firearm safety and for additional safety
training in the use of guns and for the
prevention of guns falling into the hands
of children.

Mr. President, I urge you to discuss
this proposal with your advisors and
with the Democratic Party leaders, and I
ask you to seriously consider proposing
that legislation be initiated.

Bill Williams
Scotch Plains

Lapolla Campaign Co-Chair Calls
Letter Writer’s Intent ‘Questionable’
I read with great interest the recent

letter from David Golush (March 23,
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood). He tells of
spending a week in Israel with Maryanne
S. Connelly and has high praise for her as
a Democrat candidate for Congress.

I must pause to question why Mr.
Golush, a Republican since the days of
Eisenhower, would take time from his
fundraising activities for a Republican
candidate for the United States Senate to
promote the candidacy of the least strong
of the Democratic choices.

I think perhaps David Golush should
take the lie detector test he so frivolously

offered to pay for others to take. His
motives are clearly questionable.

I am amazed that Mr. Golush is so
closely related to two such respected
Democrats as Congressman Barney
Frank and White House senior advisor
Ann Lewis. Wow! Talk about a black
sheep in the family.

June S. Fischer
Scotch Plains

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Fischer is a Co-

Chairwoman of the Lapolla for Con-
gress campaign.
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Former Westfield Resident, Teacher
Hopes to Hear From Her Students

Recently my husband and I traveled to
New Jersey to attend a funeral in
Westfield for a dear classmate of our
1956 Holy Trinity High School Graduat-
ing Class. While there, we took a “trip
down memory lane” to view the lovely
town of Westfield and of course our “ole
high school.” It was pleasing to see how
the town has held onto its “original
charm” and yet become enhanced with
the “new!” I was delighted to observe
how Westfield continues to be a wonder-
ful community for young families and
offers benefits to the older folks as well.
This “timeless tradition” of Westfield
remains “alive and well!” Great job,
people!!

As I reveled in moments of deja vue,
I felt compelled to visit the building
where I once taught first-grade for three
years. Then, it was known as Holy Trin-
ity Grammar School. Presently, it is a
condominium. In looking at the street
level windows which once allowed the
seasons to permeate through to the class-
room comprised of “the 6-year-old won-
ders of tomorrow” I experienced “joy.”

The first-grade classes that I taught
there as Miss Elizabeth Selitto were
1959, 1960 and 1961. How awesome it
would be for me to hear from you former
students still in the area or perhaps not in
the area! I loved you all as you granted
me the privilege as your teacher to intro-
duce you to the basic learning skills of
reading, math, writing and art creativity.

I do hope you all were impressed
enough that “learning” instilled a desire
and joy within you to be curious, knowl-
edgeable and successful in your growing
and adult years! Perhaps I may hear from
you in the immediate future. There would
be one “catch” however. Please write me
at 2 Olde Lantern Road, Bedford, N.H.,
03110 — no e-mail — as I would like to

see how “well or not-so-well” I taught
penmanship! And family, single, chil-
dren or pet photos included would be
great if you so choose.

Hoping you all are well and at peace in
whatever makes you happy into this new
millennium!

Elizabeth Selitto Heroux
Bedford, N.H.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to
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School Board Incumbent Kessler Says
Leader Series Should Include Others

Coles PTA Endorses
New School Budget

At our March 20 meeting, the J.A.
Coles PTA Executive Board voted unani-
mously to endorse the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education’s proposed
budget for the 2000-2001 school year.

This operating budget seems both fis-
cally responsible and academically rea-
sonable. We urge all residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to go to their poll-
ing places on April 18, from 2 p.m. to 9
p.m., and vote to support this budget,
allowing the district to continue to offer
the fine education for which it is known.

Gale Miller
Corresponding Secretary

J.A. Coles PTA

Senator Defends Founding Fathers;
Urges Stoppage of ‘Politics of Division’
By SENATOR GERALD CARDINALE

Recently a Senator of the state of
New Jersey tried to turn history up-
side down. It occurred during debate
on Senate bill S-869, which would
require the daily recitation of a por-
tion of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and an accompanying academic
program for New Jersey students.

The required recitation is: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. That to secure
these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

Senator Wayne Bryant declared
that such a recitation and course of
study would be a “slap in the face to
African Americans.” He labeled the
Declaration of Independence a racist
document because he claims the word
“men” means “white males only.”

Apparently Dr. Martin Luther King
read these words differently. So did
Abraham Lincoln. Dr. King referred
to these “magnificent words” of the
Declaration as “a promissory note”
to which every American was to fall
heir. Dr. King said: “This note was a
promise that all men — yes black
men as well as white men — would
be guaranteed the inalienable rights
of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” Dr. King’s last sermon
referred to “those great wells of de-
mocracy dug deep by our founding
fathers in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution.”

Dr. King frequently expressed his

deep gratitude to the architects of
our nation, to the founding fathers, to
Jefferson, to Madison, to Washing-
ton. He identified their work as the
foundation of the ongoing move-
ment for social, political and eco-
nomic opportunity for Americans of
all skin color.

Abraham Lincoln said we are “a
nation dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal” [em-
phasis added on all]. Apparently
Senator Bryant disagrees with Lin-
coln and Martin Luther King. Sena-
tor Bryant is wrong. “All men” meant
in that era “all mankind—all races,
gender-neutral.”

Why a recitation? Because it’s a
good way to learn. What we recite
we remember. What’s wrong with
students of all races and gender hav-
ing engraved on their hearts and in
their memories that they and their
neighbors are equal? We gain more
as a nation if we unify on common
principles. We lose when we pit gen-
der against gender, race against race.
It’s time the politics of division is
recognized for what it is and is re-
jected by all Americans. It’s about
time every senator’s constituents told
them to stop worrying about false
accusations of racism and to do what
they know in their hearts is right.

Our children need values on which
they can rely. This recitation is the
core value of America. It belongs in
the minds and hearts of all Ameri-
cans. Our schools should be teaching
it but many are not. Why not?

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: Dr. Gerald Cardinale

is a New Jersey state Senator represent-
ing the 39th District in Bergen County.

As a current member of the Westfield
Board of Education I wish to comment
on the recent series of articles in The
Westfield Leader addressing the pro-
cess of running for a position on the
Westfield Board of Education. In the
Concepts & Thought section of the
February 24, March 9 and March 23
issues of The Leader, Michelle
LePoidevin takes the byline, document-
ing the activities that Peter Billson is
undertaking in seeking election to the
board.

When I spoke with Ms. LePoidevin
on the afternoon of March 16 and asked
if the other candidates had an opportu-
nity to participate in this column, she
said, “no.” NO? Ms. LePoidevin stated
that this series of articles was an idea of
the editor and only Mr. Billson’s expe-
riences would be permitted for the ar-
ticles.

She stated that the editor wanted to
get the opinion of an “average Joe” for
this article.

Webster’s Dictionary defines partici-
pating as “to have or take a part or share
with others (in some activity, enter-
prise, etc…).

In the March 23 issue, Mr. Billson

states that his fellow candidates Mrs.
Riegel, Mrs. Rhodes and Ms. Molnar
joined him in meeting with several
school principals, an activity conducted
by school board candidates over the
past several years.

However, neither Mrs. Riegel nor
Mrs. Rhodes was allowed to provide
input into this article nor any of the
previous articles. Why not? They are
both candidates, who like Mr. Billson,
are running for their first elective office.
“Average Janes.” if you will.

I believe Mr. Billson is being given an
unfair advantage over the other candi-
dates. As an employee of Watchung Com-
munications, Inc., the parent company
of The Westfield Leader, his name and
comments appear in the paper more than
those of any of the other candidates.

I am fully supportive of this type of
article, but I firmly believe all those
who can provide input are encouraged
and allowed to participate.

Will this series also focus on election
to a Town Council position in the fall?
If so, I hope that it will be open to all
candidates who can provide input.

Michael J. Kessler
Westfield

Westfield Resident Wonders About
Letter Writer’s Recent Comments

Reader Agrees With
Editorial On Water

Your editorial (March 23, 2000, page
4) concerning fluoridation was superb
and I couldn’t agree more or have said it
better myself. The current priorities con-
cerning our water supply need to be
reassessed. Most people are unaware of
the presence of dangerous substances
such as the gasoline additive MTBE in
the water we drink or the fact that chlo-
rine poses numerous health risks as well.
Why is our Board of Health so con-
cerned with pretty teeth when there are
known carcinogens in our water?

If the community really wants to im-
prove the dental health of its children,
the best thing it could do would be to
remove junk foods, such as soda and
candy, from the schools. Parents can
limit kids access to them at home as
well, if they want to. This would not only
help to prevent cavities, but confer many
other long-lasting health benefits as well.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Resident Expresses Opposition
To South Side Parking Deck

What appeared to be a letter (The
Westfield Leader, March 16) of genuine
concern and thought, upon careful in-
spection revealed a continuing divisive
behavior, authored by a partisan politi-
cian. I speak, of course, of last week’s
letter to the editor by Carol Indursky
Cohen.

You see, while Mrs. Cohen laments
the partisanship of the Republicans, she:
deliberately fails to mention that she is
the Democratic appointee as the Union
County Counsel. Bad form, Mrs. Cohen.
No credibility here!

As to her comments about the “veto”
of Jack Walsh, the following observa-
tions should he made. Mr. Walsh was
not the only qualified, prominent volun-

teer presented to the Mayor for consider-
ation. Further, names were presented to
the Mayor before Mr. Walsh’s resigna-
tion as an elected councilman.

The only difference between Mr.
Walsh and the other candidates were
that the others didn’t have a “D” (Demo-
crat) after their name. Additionally, Mrs.
Cohen, I would be hard pressed to fault
an assembled body for “vetoing” a can-
didate who recently resigned their post,
especially an elected position.

This community needs volunteers that
are not only qualified but also volunteers
who will serve their terms; not quit one
position and then apply for another.
Shame on you Mrs. Cohen and shame on
the Mayor.

It should be noted, that this is the same
Mrs. Cohen who was appointed to the
Housing Commission by the Republican
majority last year. The community of
Westfield is NOT lacking for capable
volunteers. The community of Westfield
has been transformed into a community
of “us versus them” partisanship in the
last four years. This must stop. Maybe
November is the time to do it!

David Teese
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and
several councilman and forwarded to
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
I am writing to you to make you aware

of my opposition to the proposed park-
ing facility on the south side railroad
parking lot.

The deployment of additional parking
anywhere in this town will adversely
impact the immediate neighborhood. A
multi leveled parking facility means:

1. More traffic to access the site
2. Congestion at the site
3. The creation of a potential eyesore

if the facility is large or architecturally
undesirable

4. The creation of possible unsafe or
unsanitary areas in the more recessed
areas of the facility

First, the need for additional parking
that benefits the residents of the town
and not outside commuters must be es-
tablished. This point notwithstanding,
the quality of life is more important than
parking. My position is that if a suitable

alternative is not found, then no multi-
level parking facility be built at all.

The choice of the south side lot will
create more traffic on the residential
streets that lead into the station includ-
ing the already busy Boulevard and Sum-
mit Avenues. The highly congested Cen-
tral Avenue will get worse and spill
traffic on to the residential streets, where
most of the homes have small children.
In addition, the historic Boulevard dis-
trict will be blighted by replacing the
attractive view of the train station and
backdrop of white church steeples with
an edifice that will not fit the landscape
or zoning.

There are alternative sites where the
impact can be minimized if a scaled
down version of the lot is built. One of
the smaller lots within the town proper
can be built into a smaller multi-tiered
site, such as putting two tiers near the
Trader’s Joe site in the heart of the
business district.

However, I will repeat, I would rather
not have any additional parking than
compromise the quality of life and I will
not support any representative who en-
dorses a parking facility on the south
side or anywhere in town that creates
any of the situations cited above.

Your attention to this matter is appre-
ciated.

Nick Karter
Westfield
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Westfield Residents Oppose Location
Of South Side Parking Deck

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim and Council-
woman Janis Fried Weinstein and for-
warded to The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
We wish to voice our opposition to the

proposal for a south side parking deck.
The Rich study of Westfield’s needs
found that the area behind the stores on
East Broad Street would serve the shop-
pers, provide a hidden structure and raise
considerable funds through parking
meters. Although it was not mentioned
in the study, Lots 1 and 8 could be
combined to provide adequate room for
a parking deck.

A parking deck of four stories on the
south side would be a hideous infringe-
ment on the town, blocking the lovely
view of the north side from South Av-
enue, hiding the new railroad station and
causing a monstrous parking problem
for commuters. At the present time, the
south side lot is accessible from several
entrances and cars may travel in both
directions up and down the aisles to find
parking spaces.

Imagine a one-entrance ramp with
drivers racing up to the next space,

quickly parking, and running down the
steps and out onto the station platform
while more commuters lined up to enter
the structure. Commuters from the north
side would have to get to the south side.
The traffic circle would be a nightmare
of unimaginable congestion.

The Architectural Review Board, and
the Zoning Board have been careful in
permitting appropriate signage, and lot
usage and appropriate building design in
Westfield. Their work would prove use-
less in the light of the construction of an
ugly parking deck. It would become the
landmark for the Town of Westfield.

The Town Council, under your lead-
ership, has allowed our lovely Munici-
pal Building to crumble. You have de-
fended the traffic circle which is useless
and outdated. Now, you are asking us to
tolerate the building of a parking deck,
which will leave its ugly mark on
Westfield for many years to come.

We have supported you and voted for
you. Now, it is your turn to support us in
the preservation of our “Colonial
Westfield.”

Barbara and Harry Zietchick
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

SP Fire Inspector Has Different View
Of Schools’ Fire Alarms, Reader Says

Amusement Park Neighbor Explains
Concerns About Proposed Expansion
Deborah Madison’s representation of

the four-hour Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment meeting on March 14 cer-
tainly did well to present Bowcraft’s
point of view. However, on behalf of the
residents most directly affected by the
expansion and new water-park features,
many major points were omitted, and,
for contemplative purposes, here, I ask:

Is there any reason why neighbors
should not be concerned, when their
health, well-being. peace, privacy, and
property values are being affected?
Bowcraft, as an enterprise, regardless of
ownership (and there have been a few),
has a long history of not living up to its
agreements: Properties transferred with
deeds lacking in original covenants,
buffer zones eliminated, nuisance noise
and excessive lighting affecting nearby
homeowners and now, the transporta-
tion of numerous heavy construction
vehicles over a private road in the dead
of night, large volumes of building stone
deposited on the property with no ap-
proved reason to use it, a water-manage-
ment pond decreasing daily in size and
the purchase of two residential proper-
ties which just happen to fall opposite
each other at the same end of the Bowcraft
property.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
anticipate their plan! Indeed, it seems
crystal clear that, were the variance ex-
tended, a “traffic pattern” would be cre-
ated to benefit Bowcraft (and work to the
detriment of the neighborhood, adjacent
towns, and the Reservation)!

In addition, prior to purchasing our
home, I, personally, queried Mr. Marke
as to (1) whether or not any of the noise
of the crowds or the operation would
affect my property on Glenside; and (2)
whether or not any expansion or devel-
opments were contemplated that would
influence our location. I was told (a) that
there would never be any noise beyond
what I heard in the park that day; and (b)
unequivocally, that there were no cur-
rent plans for additional development —
when, in fact, their original filing of the
application currently under consideration
long pre-dated my inquiry.

Under oath, Mr. Marke stated that the
park closed on October 1 (the date on
which we moved into our new home)
and — several times — that the public
address system was not used after that
date. Over subsequent weekends, we
heard, loudly and clearly, several adver-
tising announcements concerning the
starting time of rides on the Bowcraft
property.

Therefore, why should anyone be-
lieve Mr. Marke when he states that he
doesn’t know how many people come
through the gate (although bracelets are
issued, and I’m sure the IRS would love
to know!) and claims there will be no
expansion or diversion of access/egress
routes affecting Glenside or Victor.

His testimony included much contra-
diction as, I’m sure, the transcript will
bear out. In fact, the local residents were
able to enter into evidence Bowcraft’s
Internet advertising, which extends far
beyond the stated “local” boundaries
(New York. Pennsylvania, etc.) and be-
yond the level of kiddie birthday parties.
(Since when do nursery schools have
corporate parties numbering 300 or
more?)

Buying a home is the largest invest-
ment most people ever make. Therefore
protection of its value — particularly in
these “high-priced times” is imperative
to most of us taxpayers. With Scotch
Plains’ 97.5 percent residential tax base,
I should think that it would be important
to our town fathers, as well. We pur-
chase our homes, usually based on care-
ful research regarding the house and its

surroundings — in our case, approxi-
mately 11 months, exploring the coun-
tryside from Pattenburg to Millburn and
Chatham to Holmdel, considering every
possible advantage or disadvantage of
its location and, because of the currently
“ideal” characteristics and surroundings
of our Glenside Avenue home, paid some-
what more than we would have wished.

Yes, I am concerned about the
Bowcraft development, about the integ-
rity of Bowcraft’s owners, and about the
peace and safety of my neighbors, their
children, and the impact on all of the
environmental factors that will be af-
fected by extending a variance which
has already gone too far and whose privi-
lege has been abused along the way.

QUESTION: When someone violates
the terms of a previously “grandfathered”
use variance, does that not render it null
and void? Or do they get a minor “wrap
on the knuckles” and the advice not to do
it again?

And, again, I ask the question never
answered at the meeting: We’ve heard
much about how the project will benefit
Bowcraft, but how will it benefit Scotch
Plains’ residents and taxpayers? I think
we all know the answer: It will not
benefit Scotch Plains at all and, in fact,
can only diminish property values and
“that Hometown Feeling,” making re-
sale almost impossible!

Scotch Plains residents: The next
meeting is scheduled for Thursday. May
4, at 7:30 p.m. Please be there, in force,
to help us protect our interests — we,
who have everything to lose and nothing
to gain from Bowcraft’s expanded use.
Apparently, there are those who serve
our community who don’t think the re-
ported 100 in attendance and 300-400
signatures provide sufficient support
even to present our viewpoint!

Karen K. Johnsen
Scotch Plains

After meeting with Scotch Plains Fire
Inspector Dave Koerner and discussing
with him The Thomas Group’s recom-
mendation to upgrade the fire alarm
systems in the elementary schools, he
was shocked to hear that the Board of
Education would want to spend $227,000
to upgrade these systems.

On Wednesday, March 15, 2000, he
just completed his inspections of all the
schools and everything was clean and up
to code. Everything is in fine working
order. The only fault he could find, is a
couple fire extinguishers needed to be
replaced at a minimal cost.

According to Mr. Koerner, who is a
local resident paying taxes in Scotch
Plains, he can’t understand why the Board
of Education would have an outside con-

sultant, The Thomas Group, a profit
making organization from Princeton,
recommending this change when he him-
self is a licensed inspector and qualified
to make these decisions at no cost to the
taxpayers. He says if this passes, this is
what he would call “snowballing the
taxpayer.”

I would think you can spend this money
more wisely by checking and removing
all asbestos in Park Middle School and
other schools that may have asbestos.

If there are any questions, please con-
tact Mr. Koerner and he would gladly
discuss discuss this situation with you.
His advice is free – no cost to the taxpay-
ers.

Ellen Freitag
Scotch Plains

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits
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� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun
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Your Environmental Headquarters

For optimum performance and safety, please read the owner’s manual
before operating your Honda Power Equipment

©2000 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

� Powerful 5.0hp Honda engine

� Hydrostatic transmission

� Rugged aluminum deck

� Converts to mulch or discharge

� 6 height adjustments

� Our #1 lawn mower

Your Authorized Full Service Dealer.

www.etpetersen.com

HR215HXA

™

Theresa A. Mitchell

• Individuals • Corporations • Partnerships •

– Over 10 Years Experience –
Quality, Professional Service at Reasonable Prices
Free Consultation

(908) 322-3213

Certified Public Accountant

Member of the AICPA and NJSCPA as well as the SPBPA

• Income Tax Preparation • Accounting Services • Tax Planning
• Financial Statements • QuickBooks Consulting

WBA League Director
Thanks Those Who
Helped With Season

I want to thank the Westfield Baskeball
Association (WBA) and the Westfield
school administration for help in allo-
cating gym time at Westfield High School
and Roosevelt Intermediate School in
the evenings this past basketball season.

Bill Taylor of the WBA was espe-
cially helpful in getting adequate gym
time since this had become a problem in
past seasons. Many thanks go to Ralph
Zimak for the fine job he did running the
boys WBA program and the support he
gave the high school boy’s league.

Special thanks go to those people who
working as referees, book keepers and/
or time keepers helped make the league
a success. This list includes Tom Kemps,
Ralph Zimak, Pat Keenoy, Pete Osborn,
Brian Janney, Leo Kane, Gary Castaldo,
Jim Surgent and Pete Nahaczewski. Their
contribution of time and energy made
for an enjoyable season for all 46 high
school boys who participated.

Mike Cashman
High School Westfield Basketball

Association League Director
Westfield

Mountainside Resident Questions
Last Minute Change of Candidates

Linda Esemplare and Pat Knodel have
now both explained their actions regard-
ing their candidacies for Mountainside’s
School Board. Mrs. Esemplare pulls out
at literally the last minute, tells no other
board members what she’s doing and
delivers her hand-picked replacement’s
petition, putting Mrs. Knodel in the race.
Anticipating they’d secure an uncon-
tested seat and continue to represent
“approximately 70 percent” of the citi-
zenry, they contrived this plan together.

Mrs. Esemplare explains that “life
situations do not always play out when it
is convenient for one to make a timely
decision.” It wasn’t “convenient” to even
let other school board members know
she wasn’t running again. Instead, she

makes a “timely decision” to hand de-
liver Mrs. Knodel’s petition with min-
utes to go before the filing deadline.

Mrs. Knodel wishes to be perceived as
a person of integrity. Does a person of
integrity demonstrate such manipula-
tive behavior? Mrs. Knodel says she’s
been faithful to her duties during her 26
years. Voters in last April’s election
seemed to think that was long enough.
Apparently, when she received a plaque
for her years of service she misinter-
preted that honor, too. She says she’d
“requested” library books in her honor,
but after a delay in fulfilling her request
she says she sought “closure” and said,
“Forget the books, just put a plaque in
the library.” Why seek closure and then
run for school board again?

Mrs. Knodel thinks it’d be nice for
young girls to see the plaque and “see
that a ‘woman’ had attained this mile-
stone.” Why does she put woman in
quotes? It’s quite common for girls to-
day to aspire to any role in society.
Antiquated and flawed reasoning such
as this does not deserve a seat on the
school board.

Mrs. Knodel and Mrs. Esemplare at-
tempt to explain so much making one
wonder, what for? If they’ve done noth-
ing “dishonest or illegal,” as Mrs. Knodel
says, then why all this explanation? Is
honesty the shield of defense they wish
to use? Is it honest to hide your candi-
dacy or withdrawal from the board until
there are only minutes left to file? Is it
honest to hide your intentions when there
was ample opportunity to reveal them?
Mrs. Knodel laments that people don’t
speak to them before writing letters to
complain about their behavior. Many
people wonder why they weren’t more
honest concerning their intentions in
February.

Asking us to believe them simply
because they say so, they forget that
actions speak louder than words. We are
to believe Mrs. Knodel would inspire
youth, yet her comments reveal how out
of touch with them she really is.

Thomas Schranck
Mountainside

Mountainside BOE
Presents New Budget

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — After months
of preparation, the Mountainside
Board of Education Tuesday approved
the school district’s 2000-2001 bud-
get of $9,077,471. The budget will be
offset by a tax levy of $8,066,039
which will go before voters at the
School Board Elections on Tuesday,
April 18.

The proposed tax levy represents a
2 cent hike per $100 of assessed
valuation in the school tax rate from
$1.65 in 1999 to $1.67 this year.

With parents in the audience, in-
terim Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Frances Tolley dis-
cussed during a slide-presentation
how the proposed budget and its
figures were calculated in accordance
with district needs. The budget in-
cludes three new teachers for the
upcoming 2000-2001 school year and
how the addition of newly imple-
mented after school programs has
caused additional classroom needs
to keep Mountainside’s students in
the forefront for the new century.

The budget represents a 3 percent
increase from the previous 1999-
2000 school budget, according to

Mrs. Tolley. Property taxes would
increase $40 on a home assessed at
$200,000, the average assessment in
the borough, if the tax levy is passed.

As reported by Mrs. Tolley, the
school rate proposed is $1.67 per
$100 of assessed valued.

Mrs. Tolley said in addition to the
tax levy, other revenue sources in-
clude state aid of $518,337; $153,500
from the district’s surplus; rental rev-
enue received from two rental enti-
ties — Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission and Union County Educa-
tion Services Commission — at the
former Beechwood School $246,670;
state and federal funded projects to-
taling $52,925, and miscellaneous
revenue of $40,000. The revenues
total $1,011,432.

Election polls for the upcoming
proposed 2000-2001 school budget
will take place on Tuesday, April 18
from 2 p.m. and 9 p.m.

The borough’s three polling poll
places are: Deerfield School at Cen-
tral Avenue and School Drive;
Mountainside Municipal Building at
Route 22 and New Providence Road
and the Community Presbyterian
Church of Mountainside at Meeting
House Lane and Deer Path.

Watch Mutual Funds Carefully
In Order to Maximize Investment

By DR. KAREN M. ENSLE
The need to eventually sell a

mutual fund should be kept in mind
from the time you purchase a new
fund.

It is a good idea to select mutual
funds for specific goals and at least
have a general idea of how long
you’ll want to remain invested.
Generally, the main reason for con-
sidering a sale is that a fund is not
living up to your expectations.

Everyone should be prepared to
get rid of investments that are not
doing what they were purchased to
do. When making this decision, an
investor should re-evaluate the
same factors they considered when
buying.

Fund prospectuses, the legal sell-
ing document and analyses in mu-
tual fund guidebooks (e.g.,
Morningstar) should be reviewed
at least once a year to keep abreast
of changing fundamentals.

The reasons for becoming dis-
satisfied and considering a sale fall
into several categories:

1. Performance: For most inves-
tors this should be the single most
important consideration. For ex-
ample, if a value-oriented large
company stock fund has lagged
other large cap value funds for
perhaps two years, it might be time
to switch. Investors should also
check to see how the fund has
performed relative to an appropri-
ate benchmark or index. You can
compare a large company growth
and income fund against the S & P
500, a small company fund with
the Russell 2000 index, and an
international stock fund with the
Europe, Australia, Far East (EAFE)
index.

2. Expenses portfolio turnover
and size: These are not the primary
criteria to use for unloading a fund,
but they should be monitored. An
expense ratio that is climbing no-
ticeably should be a cause for con-
cern, since expenses pull down
performance. A change in portfo-
lio turnover rate (a measure of how
frequently a fund buys and sells
securities) could reflect a change
in management style. The size of
the fund can be important because
it could hurt performance-e.g., a
small company growth fund that
has become so big (taken in large
amounts of cash) that its character

has changed (no longer able to buy
small stocks) might be a candidate
for selling.

3. Management: A change in
managers may or may not be a red
flag. Investors need to find out the
reason for the move and the back-
ground and qualifications of the
person taking over. If the reason
for buying the fund in the first
place was the reputation of the
manager, and that manager has
now been hired by another fund
company or perhaps started a new
fund, consider moving with the
manager.

You may be better off not selling
in many situations. Here are some
“don’ts” to take into consideration.
Don’t sell too soon. Just because a
fund has performed so well for so
long does not mean it is going to
have to do bad in the future. There
are usually a select group of funds
that perform extremely well over
long time periods.

Don’t sell just after a big drop, as
in October 1987. This is panic-
selling, and many who sold at that
time regretted it particularly as
they watched the relatively speedy
recovery of the market. The people
who made money in 1987 were the
ones who couldn’t get through to
their brokers!

Think twice about selling a fund
on which you have a large unreal-
ized gain. Selling can cause you to
have an unnecessary tax liability if
the fund is in a taxable account
rather than a tax deferred one. Your
pretax profit is reduced by the
amount of any taxes due on real-
ized gains.

The sell decision is often harder
to make than the initial decision to
buy. That is why you need a well
thought-out investment plan that
you can stick with. This way, you
are less likely to be influenced by
short-term volatility in the market.

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: This MONEY 2000

message is sponsored by Rutgers Co-
operative Extension. MONEY 2000 is
a program designed to increase the
financial well being of New Jersey
residents through increased house-
hold savings and reduced household
debt. For further information about
MONEY 2000 and other educational
programs, contact your local Rutgers
Cooperative Extension office.

Good News

Corinthians 5:17 The Gospel

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed
away;behold,all things are become new.”
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Duggans Welcome

Son, Frank Ryan
Brian and Lillian Duggan of

Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Frank Ryan Duggan, on
Friday, January 14, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

Frank weighed 9 pounds and 6½
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Lillian Yates of Indianapolis, Ind.
and the late James Yates.

His paternal grandparents are
Marie Duggan of Westfield and the
late Patrick Duggan.

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTIAN A. SEPE
(She is the former Miss Shelle M. Hawkins)

Miss Shelle M. Hawkins
Weds Christian A. Sepe

Miss Jacqueline Kelly and Jason Meyer

Miss Jacqueline Kelly
To Marry Jason Meyer

Lancaster, Ltd.
76 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
(908) 232-2232

Friends of  the Westfield Memorial Library

28th ANNUAL BOOK SALE

April 4 thru April 8
Westfield Memorial Library • 550 East Broad Street

Please Deliver Donated Books
March 31, Noon to 5pm • April 1, 9am to 5pm • April 3, 9am to Noon

Tuesday, Members Only April 4, 9am to Noon

All donations are tax deductible

COME OUT, BUY A BOOK &
SUPPORT YOUR LIBRARY

($10 Friends Membership Available at Door)

Tuesday, Public Hours April 4, 2pm to 9pm

Wednesday & Thursday April 5 & 6, 9am to 9pm

Friday, Half  Price Day April 7, 9am to 9pm

Saturday, Bag Day April 8, 9am to 5pm

Mrs. Christine Hamilton of
Huntingdon Valley, Pa., has an-
nounced the engagement of her
daughter, Miss Jacqueline Kelly of
Philadelphia, to Jason Meyer of New
York City. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Meyer of Westfield.

The bride-elect graduated from
Simmons College in Boston in 1995
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Biology. She will receive her Medi-
cal Doctor Degree in June from
Jefferson Medical College of Phila-
delphia and plans to begin her inter-
nal medicine residency in July at St.
Vincent’s Hospital in New York City.

Her fiancé obtained his Bachelor
of Science Degree from Boston Col-
lege in 1994. He is pursuing an Ex-
ecutive Master of Business Adminis-
tration Degree from the Columbia
University Business School and is

employed as an Associate at Hamp-
shire Equity Partners, a private eq-
uity fund, in Manhattan.

The couple plan to be married in
June.

Miss Shelle M. Hawkins of
Hackensack, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jonathan Hawkins of Plymouth,
Ind., was married on Saturday, Au-
gust 14, to Christian A. Sepe of
Westfield. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Anthony Sepe, also of Westfield.

The ceremony took place at Saint
Michael’s Catholic Church in Ply-
mouth, Ind., with the Reverend An-
thony Gillespie officiating. A recep-
tion followed at The Blue Heron at
Blackthorn Golf Course in South
Bend, Ind.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a white satin, floor-
length Amsale gown fitted through
the bodice with a train and comple-
mented by a headpiece made of cu-
bic zirconia and pearls. She carried a
bouquet of fresh greens, roses, lilies
and other summer white flowers.

Ms. Jennifer Houser of Lakeville,
Ind., the best friend of the bride, was
the maid of honor. The bridal atten-
dants included Ms. Gina Sepe of
Phoenix, Ariz., the sister of the bride-
groom; Mrs. Beth Kollars of Ply-
mouth, Ind., a cousin of the bride;
Ms. Kassandra Courtney of West
Palm Beach, Fla., Mrs. Lisa Tucci of
Haworth and Ms. Kerrianne Hanley
of Boston, all friends of the couple.

All wore champagne-colored,
floor-length Vera Wang gowns that
were fitted through the bodice. They
carried bouquets of fresh summer
flowers and orchids.

Miss Kailey Gustafson and Miss
Kara Gustafson, both cousins of the
bride from Plymouth, Ind., were the
flower girls and wore replicas of the
bride’s dress.

Mark Swersie of Westfield, the
best friend of the bridegroom, was
the best man. Serving as ushers were
Cory Hawkins of Plymouth, Ind., the
brother of the bride; Sean McCarthy
of Lincroft, a friend of the bride-

groom; Christopher Folk of Santa
Monica, Calif., Matt Tainow of At-
lanta and Anthony Callini of Boston,
all friends of the couple. Christian
Radican of Plymouth, Ind., a cousin
of the bride, was the ring bearer.

A graduate of La Ville Senior High
School in Lakeville, Ind. and Indi-
ana University, the bride is employed
by SmithKline Beecham Pharma-
ceuticals and is a volunteer with the
Alzheimer’s Association, both in New
York City.

The bridegroom graduated from
Westfield High School and the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame in Notre Dame,
Ind. He is employed by Arthur Ander-
son, LLP of New York City.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted by
the parents of the bridegroom at
Tippacanoe Place in South Bend, Ind.

Following a honeymoon tour of
the Hawaiian Islands, the couple re-
side in Hackensack.

Dudick & Son

Showroom Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12 • All other hours by appointment

Quality Kitchens & Baths

(908) 789-1790     •     40 North Avenue, Garwood

Satisfying Customers For Over 50 years

• Custom Cabinets
• Corian™ Tops

• Whirlpools
• Steam Units

We are your source for complete
custom bathroom remodeling:

Elegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, Quality, Ser, Ser, Ser, Ser, Servicevicevicevicevice
Abbot Tile

732-968-0018 • Colonial Square Mall • US 22 E • Greenbrook

Junior League Sets Luncheon
To Salute Volunteer Week

Junior Optimists to Sponsor
Kids’ Photography Contest

WESTFIELD — The Junior Opti-
mist Club of Westfield has announced
its first annual photography contest
for children and teenagers in kinder-
garten through grade 12.

The theme for this year’s contest is
“Scenes of Westfield.” Gift certifi-
cates and other prizes will be awarded
to the first, second and third place
finishers in each age group.

The four age groups will be as
follow: grades kindergarten to 2, 3 to
5, 6 to 8 and 9 to 12. Children inter-
ested in participating must submit
one color photograph of their favor-
ite Westfield scene, no smaller than
4 by 6 inches. The child’s name, age,
grade, address and telephone num-

ber should be printed on the back of
the photograph.

Entries must be received no later
than Monday, May 1, and should be
forwarded to the Junior Optimist
Club, in care of Sandra Fleming, 245
Tuttle Parkway, Westfield, 07090.
Winning entries will be displayed at
Camera Three on East Broad Street
in June.

The Junior Optimist Club was
formed four years ago by the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield and consists
of Westfield High School students.
Junior Optimist Club members are
involved in a variety of local com-
munity service projects.

AREA — The Junior League of
Elizabeth Plainfield (JLEP) will join
with other volunteer organizations
nationwide in recognizing the con-
tributions of volunteers during Na-
tional Volunteer Week, April 9
through 15, featuring the theme “Cel-
ebrate Volunteers!”

As part of its salute to volunteers, the
JLEP will hold “A Literary Luncheon”
on Wednesday, April 5, from 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. at The Chanticler in Short
Hills, featuring authors Linda Fairstein,
Belva Plain and Sylvia Weinstock.

The event, featuring lunch, raffles
and book signings by the authors,
will benefit JLEP’s ongoing com-
munity projects.

“Our volunteer projects such as
Helping Hands, Rosemary Cuccaro
Medical Day Care Center and the
Engle Center, and our partnerships

with community organizations and
businesses, illustrate the importance
of volunteering and making volun-
teer service an important part of our
lives,” according to JLEP spokes-
woman Amy Marsh.

National Volunteer Week began in
1974, when President Richard Nixon
signed an executive order establish-
ing the week as an annual celebra-
tion of volunteerism. Every Presi-
dent since has signed a proclamation
in support of the week.

The annual observance is now
sponsored by the Washington, D. C.-
based Points of Light Foundation
and the National Network of Volun-
teer Centers and is supported by vol-
unteer organizations such as the JLEP.

For further information about the
luncheon or joining the JLEP, please
call (908) 709-1177.

Thrift Shop in Scotch Plains
To Open for Spring April 4

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that Spring
Opening Day at its Thrift Shop in
Scotch Plains will take place on Tues-
day, April 4. All are invited to visit.

A full stock of fresh spring clothes
for men, women, teenagers, children
and babies will be on hand, as well as
office, school and outdoor work at-
tire.

Ladies’ accessories, shoes, purses,
gloves and scarves, as well as cos-
tume jewelry, will also be available.
Easter items and household accesso-
ries will be featured as well. A half-

price sale will be held on Saturday,
April 8.

The Thrift Shop maintains a lim-
ited pick-up service. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call (908) 322-
5420 or (908) 322-8496. Sale dates
and other information are available
on the local cable channel.

The Thrift Shop, which is main-
tained by volunteers, is located at
1730 East Second Street, at the cor-
ner of Willow Avenue.

The shop is open Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday hours
are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Paul Thau to be Recognized
At Testimonial Luncheon

WESTFIELD — Paul Thau, a
former Westfield resident, will be
honored for his outstanding work on
behalf of B’nai B’rith at a testimo-
nial luncheon on Sunday, April 9, at
11:30 a.m. at L’Affaire, 1099 Route
22, East, in Mountainside.

Mr. Thau became a member of
B’nai B’rith’s Westfield-
Mountainside Lodge a few years af-
ter its formation in the early 1960s.
He renewed his membership in 1977,
after he and his family returned to
Westfield after living in Morris
County for seven years.

He has served the lodge in various
capacities, including Vice-President

and President, and has co-chaired
many lodge testimonial events.

During his 43-year career in the
cosmetics industry, he has held re-
search and development positions
with Revlon, Bristol Myers, Warner-
Lambert, CIBA and Cosmair.

Paul Thau
He and his wife, Carole, now live

in Berkeley Heights. Mr. Thau re-
cently served on the Citizen’s Advi-
sory Committee of the school board
in Berkeley Heights and is a Trustee
of the Taxpayers Association of Ber-
keley Heights. The Thaus are active
members of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

Currently a cosmetic industry con-
sultant, Mr. Thau has been named a
Trustee for the newly formed Hill-
side/Mountainside/Scotch Plains/
Springfield/Westfield Unit of B’nai
B’rith.

Anyone wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may call either George Popper
at (908) 232-1897 or Ed Yanowitz at
(908) 233-6070.

Fundraiser Dinner at Friendly's Is Canceled
SCOTCH PLAINS The Scotch Plains Woman's Club has announced that the

fundraiser dinner which had been scheduled for Tuesday, April 11, at the Friendly's
Restaurant in Mountainside has been canceled following closure of the restaurant.

An alternate date and location for the event, which benefits the club's
Scholarship Fund, was still under discussion at press time. Once plans have
been formalized, interested individuals may call (908) 232-1226 for further
information.

1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

Imagine New Central Air
For As Little As $39 Per Mo.
• NO PAYMENTS OR
   INTEREST FOR 12 MOS.
• REDUCE ELECTRIC BILLS BY
   50% OVER A 15-20 YEAR OLD UNIT
• UP TO $550 IN UTILITY REBATES

PRE-SEASON TUNE-UP SPECIAL

SAVING
NEVER
FELT SO
COOL.

Now Taking Appointments:
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L�Ambiance is pleased to present
The Larkspur Trunk Show

of
Decorative needlepoint Shoes

380 Springfield Avenue, Summit � 908-273-2320
Monday�Saturday 9:30 to 5:30

March 27th � April 1st

Join us and order from

21 wonderful designs

Michael Kohn

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff

Little Shop of Comics

417 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • 322-9402
Mon-Fri 12-7 • Sat 11-5 • Sun 12-5

Offers expires April 8, 2000

Super Subscriber Special
Pokémon Cards

Just $2.50 per pack
10 Pack Limit � Base/Base 2 ONLY!

Just Mention This Ad

25%
OFF

All Pokémon
Merchandise

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Foothill Club Reveals
Upcoming Meeting,

Paper Mill Show Date
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Foot-

hill Club of Mountainside will hold
a luncheon on Thursday, April 6, at
noon at B. G. Fields Restaurant, 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

The program will feature a Chi-
nese Auction, presented by the
group’s Ways and Means Commit-
tee.

Members are also asked to bring
donations for an Easter food basket
to be given to a needy family in town.
Guests are always welcome. For a
reservation, please call Genevieve at
(908) 232-3626.

Tickets are available for a produc-
tion of The Student Prince on Thurs-
day, March 25, at the Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. The cost is
$32.50 per person.

For more information and reserva-
tions, please call Madeline at (908)
232-8550.

Fanwood Library Friends
Conduct Membership Drive
FANWOOD — The Friends of the

Fanwood Library are currently con-
ducting their annual membership
drive, which they hope will contrib-
ute substantially to the final phase of
the library’s ongoing renewal and
revitalization project.

So far, this endeavor has included
the library’s transformation to auto-
mation, completed last September,
and a sprucing up of the exterior of
the building. The library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road in
Fanwood.

The final phase includes redeco-
rating and floor plan modification on
the first level. New carpeting and
shelving units will also be installed.
In addition, the library hopes to pur-
chase some new furniture and dis-
play units.

A teen area is tentatively planned
in one section of the library to sup-
port adolescents’ studying and read-
ing interests. Library Director Dan
Weiss has advocated better utiliza-
tion of existing floor space while at
the same time preserving the com-
fort and charm of the facility.

The membership campaign repre-
sents a major source of revenue for
the Friends. Additional funds to ben-
efit the library are raised through the
group’s annual book sale.

Last year, the Friends contributed
money toward the purchase of a new
large screen computer/television and
videocassette recorder. They also
donated seed money to begin a new
video collection and for magazine
covers to help library users identify
current issues of magazines.

This year, in addition to their regu-
lar membership renewal, library and
Friends supporters can make a spe-
cial contribution to the Friends in
support of the final phase of the

SUPPORTING THE LIBRARY…Janice Tighe, center, a board member-at-
large with the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library, presents Library
Director Dan Weiss and Children’s Librarian Susan Staub with a check for the
library’s new video collection. The Friends are currently conducting their
annual membership drive to benefit library programs and services.

renewal and revitalization effort.
Information is included in a re-

cently mailed newsletter and mem-
bership form. Residents may con-
tribute toward the purchase of a chair,
shelf or even a computer work sta-
tion, or make a general contribution.
Additional membership forms are
available at the library.

The Friends are additionally look-
ing for volunteers to help with ongo-
ing activities and special projects like
the book sale. This year, the group is
seeking the donation of a large trailer
or portable storage units to help the
library temporarily store books dur-
ing the first floor reorganization, ten-
tatively planned for late summer.

Westfield Old Guard Posts
Program Calendar for April
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Old Guard, an organization for
retired and semi-retired men, has
announced its programs for Thurs-
days in April:

• April 6 — Eric Hamberg of
Master Gardeners of Union County
will present a program entitled “All
About Dahlias.”

• April 13 — Carol Konicki of
New England Financial will discuss
“Estate Planning.”

• April 20 – Founder’s Day Lun-
cheon

• April 27 — Everett Yacker of
the Old Guard will talk about “A Trip
to South Africa.”

Organized in 1933, the Westfield
Area Old Guard meets every Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. at the Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

One of 22 chapters in New Jersey,
it also serves Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Cranford, Clark,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Kenilworth,
Springfield, Garwood and Rahway.

Weekly meetings feature guest
speakers, films and other programs,

in addition to committee updates.
There are also regular group ac-

tivities such as golf, bowling, bridge,
day trips, luncheons, ladies’ events,
the Merrymen (a chorus group that
performs regularly at charity func-
tions, public gatherings and formal
concerts) and shuffleboard.

For more information, please call
Robert Broadwell at (908) 232-5150
or Roy Bowman at (908) 376-8299.

Westfield Day Care Center
Says Goodby to Director

Councilwoman Geri Samuel
To Join SP Rescue Squad

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning
this summer, when a Scotch Plains
resident has an emergency and calls
the township’s rescue squad, they may
see a familiar face assisting them.

Democratic Councilwoman Geri
M. Samuel is currently in the midst
of gaining the necessary certifica-
tions that will make her a member of
the squad.

She decided to join the rescue squad
“because they need day coverage
and I have time during the day,” she
told The Times last week.

She said she had attended the
squad’s annual dinner back in Janu-
ary and, after speaking there with
some of the members, “I thought to
myself, ‘Maybe I’ll join’.” She talked
it over with her husband and then
made the formal commitment.

The first step is passing a Cardiop-
ulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
course, which is given by a member
of the rescue squad.

After she passes that class, Mrs.
Samuel will take an intensive Emer-
gency Medical Training (EMT) train-

ing course from the end of May until
the end of June at Trinitas Hospital in
Elizabeth. The classes are held three
days a week, from about 8:30 a.m.
until 5 p.m. She noted that night
courses are also available to anyone
who is interested.

Once she formally joins the squad,
Mrs. Samuel said she’ll be provided
with a pager to alert her to emer-
gency calls. The squad’s “scrambler
basis” system means that, when a
call goes out from headquarters,
whoever is on-call and is available to
respond, immediately does so.

She explained if a call comes in,
she wouldn’t necessarily drive to
squad headquarters and, in essence,
hitch a ride to the scene of the emer-
gency. Instead, to save time, she
would simply drive herself to the
call.

The rescue squad, she said, could
“always use volunteers, especially
during the day. Finding people to be
available during the day is much
more difficult.”

Anyone interested in joining the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad should
call (908) 322-2103.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The annual spa-
ghetti dinner for families of the
Westfield Day Care Center became a
farewell tribute to Linnea Rhodes, who
is retiring this month after serving as
Director for 10 years.

The March 23 dinner, which was

At the dinner, Mrs. Rhodes spoke
about how much her years at the
Westfield Day Care Center have meant
to her and she paid tribute to her “won-
derful staff.”

An avid golfer, Mrs. Rhodes plans
on spending time in The Berkshires in
Massachusetts golfing. The Westfield
Day Care Center presented her with a

FASHION EVENT…The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold its
annual fashion show fundraiser at L’Affaire Restaurant, 1099 Route 22, East,
in Mountainside this Sunday, April 2, at 11:45 a.m. Tickets are $35 and include
lunch, the fashion show and chances to win raffle prizes. The event will benefit
the College Club’s Scholarship Fund and the community is invited to attend. For
further information, please call (908) 233-1601. Pictured, left to right, are:
Fashion Show Co-Chairwomen Peggy Tan and Carol Rizzo and College Club
President Jeanne Pauly.

Historical Society to Hear Talk
On Invention of the Golf Tee

WESTFIELD – “Teeing off With
Grandpa — The Invention of the Golf
Tee” will be the topic of a lecture pre-
sented by award-winning columnist Joan
Lowell Smith at the First Wednesday
Luncheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on April 5 at B. G. Fields
Restaurant in Westfield.

Mrs. Smith, a long-time Westfield
resident, will recount the circumstances
that led her grandfather, Dr. William
Lowell, to invent the golf tee in 1925. It
would soon replace the 400-year-old
practice of using piles of wet sand on
each tee.

Mrs. Smith’s diverse business career
has included broadcasting, public rela-
tions, newsletters. She has also had fea-
ture articles published in many local
and national newspapers, including The
New York Times. She currently writes a
weekly pet column entitled “Concern-
ing Animals” for The Star-Ledger.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a telephone com-
mittee of the Society to verify their
reservations. Space permitting, others
are invited to attend. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call (908) 233-2930
before noon on Monday, April 3.

‘Healthy Kids Day’
On Tap at Westfield Y
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y,

located at 220 Clark Street, will spon-
sor a “Healthy Kids Day” on Sunday,
April 9, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The event, which is free and open
to the public, will feature such ac-
tivities as indoor play, arts and crafts,
a climbing wall demonstration, spe-
cial presentations, healthy snacks,
aquatic safety, face-painting and tours
of the facility.

For more information, please call
Deanna Sroka, Sports Director, at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 258.

Library Announces Discussion
On ‘New Jersey Architecture’
MOUNTAINSIDE – Historic pres-

ervationist Susanne C. Hand will
present a lecture and slide presenta-
tion on “New Jersey Architecture” at
the Mountainside Public Library on
Monday, April 3, at 7:30 p.m.

Funded by the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, the presentation
will offer a chronological overview
of New Jersey architecture from the
early 18th through the mid-20th cen-
turies.

Featured structures will include
houses, barns, mills, factories, schools
and commercial, civic and institu-
tional buildings, plus a discussion of
how appearance reflects function,
technology and available materials.

The program will also relate archi-
tectural styles and building types to
broader issues in American culture.

Ms. Hand is the former Chief of
the New Jersey Office of Historic
Preservation and also the author of
“New Jersey Architecture,” published
by the New Jersey Historical Com-
mittee. She is currently a Principal at
a Princeton-based consulting firm,
specializing in historic preservation
and planning.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located at Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside. The program is free
and open to the public. To reserve
seating space, please call (908) 233-
0115.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAREWELL…Linnea Rhodes,left, who is retiring after 10 years as Director of
the Westfield Day Care Center, was honored during the center’s annual dinner
last week. Laura Tebbetts, right, will be the new director.

held in The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, where the day care center is
housed, gave parents and children alike
a means to show the outgoing director
their appreciation and to offer her best
wishes for the future.

Approximately 200 people attended.
Mrs. Rhodes, a Westfield resident

and mother of two grown sons, began
her career at the Westfield Day Care
Center as a bookkeeper 12 years ago.

The Westfield Day Care Center has
an enrollment of 108 students ranging
from 2½ years to kindergarten age. Ap-
proximately 60 percent of the enrollees
are from Westfield, with the rest coming
from neighboring communities.

During her 10 years as Director, Mrs.
Rhodes has seen the needs of working
parents change. “The need for day care
keeps increasing and parents need more
flexibility in day care hours,” she stated.

set of Titanium golf clubs as a retire-
ment present.

“Now she will remember us every
time she plays,” said Laura Tebbetts,
who has been named as Mrs. Rhodes’
successor as Director of the Westfield
Day Care Center.

Ms. Tebbetts recently joined the staff
of the Westfield Day Care Center. She
brings a parent’s perspective to the
position of Director as she has two
children who have attended the
Westfield Day Care Center. She holds
a Master’s of Social Work and worked
in the Warren School system as a social
worker prior to joining Westfield Day
Care Center.

As for Mrs. Rhodes, she stated: “I
will never forget the Westfield Day
Care Center,” adding that part of her
retirement plans include returning to
the center to work as a volunteer.
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Westfield Boosters Association
Tributes Former Members

HAIL, HAIL, THE GANG’S ALL HERE…Led in song by Roger Love, wearing
a baseball cap, Westfield Boosters Association Advisory Committee members
entertained their colleagues and current members at the organization’s annual
dinner to honor advisory committee members. Also pictured in foreground are:
Boosters Executive Committee members Bill Mansfield, left,  and Bruce
McClane.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
School Boosters Association recently
held its annual dinner to honor former
members of the organization.

Active members comprise the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Booster
Association. However, rather than
leaving the organization completely,
an active member can request a
change in status to become a mem-
ber of the Boosters Association Ad-
visory Committee.

Election to the Advisory Commit-
tee preserves a member’s right to
attend Boosters Association meet-
ings and other activities, but Advi-
sory Committee members are not
asked to fulfill the requirements nec-
essary or active membership in the
organization.

The Advisory Committee is a valu-
able component to the Boosters As-
sociation, and its members are not
only called upon to support ongoing
activities, but also for their historical
knowledge about the organization.

Once a year, the Committee mem-
bers are honored at a dinner during
which they meet new members, and
are informed of the recent activities
of the Boosters Association. At this
year’s dinner, Advisory Committee
member Roger Love also gave a
historical perspective about the or-
ganization.

The Boosters Association was es-
tablished over 50 years ago as a non-
profit charitable organization. Its
members engage in various

fundraising activities to provide as-
sistance and recognition to the sports
programs and athletes of Westfield
High School.

In addition to purchasing equip-
ment, the Boosters sponsor a com-
petitive academic awards program
that provides scholarships for more
than a dozen Westfield High School
men and women student-athletes
each year. The organization also
awards travel scholarships that per-
mit athletes to represent Westfield
High School in national and interna-
tional competitions in various sports.

For more information about the
organization and its sponsored ac-
tivities, please contact the Westfield
Boosters at P.O. Box 594, Westfield,
07091-0594 or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/boosters.

University News
Kate Alexis Eisenbarth
Named to Dean’s List

At American Univ.
FANWOOD – Kate Alexis

Eisenbarth, a senior in the College of
Arts and Sciences at American Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. major-
ing in history, was named to the fall
1999 Dean’s List. She is a Fanwood
resident.

Rutgers College Names
Kristin E. Gruman
To Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Kristin E.
Gruman, a senior at Rutgers Col-
lege, was named to the Dean’s List
for the fall semester. She is major-
ing in finance and minoring in art
history.

Kristin is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeffrey C. Gruman of
Westfield.

Peter Anzelone Receives
Commendation This Term
At Trinity-Pawling School
WESTFIELD – Peter Anzelone,

the son of Ivette Anzelone and Pe-
ter Anzelone, received a commen-
dation this term for Effort in Ameri-
can Studies at Trinty-Pawling
School in Pawling, N.Y.

Westfielders Named
To Commendation List

At Blair Academy
WESTFIELD – Jay Garrels, the

son of Mr. and Mrs. James Garrels
of Westfield, and Joanna
Richardson, the daughter of Philip
Richardson and Diana Edkins, also
of Westfield, have been named to
the Commended List at Blair Acad-
emy in Blairstown.

Washington and Lee
Names Courtney Yevich

Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Courtney

Catherine Yevich, a senior at Wash-
ington and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Va., has been elected into
membership in Washington and
Lee’s Gamma of Virginia Chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa.

Courtney, a graduate of Westfield
High School, is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Yevich of
Westfield.

Lisa Tobelmann Earns
Dean’s List Status

At Houghton College
WESTIELD – Lisa

Tobelmann, a senior at
Houghton College in Houghton,
N.Y., has been named to the
Dean’s List for the 1999 fall
semester.

Ross MacIntyre Earns
Dean’s Award for Fall
At Colgate University
SCOTCH PLAINS – Ross

MacIntyre, the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Euan MacIntyre, has received the
Dean’s Award for academic excel-
lence during the fall 1999 semester
at Colgate University, where he is a
member of the Class of 2001.

A 1997 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Ross is con-
centrating in chemistry at Colgate.

Westfield Residents
Named to Honor Roll

At Seton Hall Prep
WESTFIELD – Seton Hall Pre-

paratory School in West Orange
has announced the names of
Westfield students to be placed on
the Second Trimester Honor Roll.

These students are: Edward
Smith, First Honors; William
Davidson and Sean O’Neill, Sec-
ond Honors; and John Murch and
Anthony Yudd, Commendation.

Local Students Receive
Dean’s List Recognition

At Monmouth University
Todd Jakubik of Westfield and

Amanda Love of Scotch Plains have
both been named to the Dean’s List
for the 1999 fall semester at
Monmouth University in West Long
Branch.

Seton Hall Prep Posts
Names of Students

Placed on Honor Roll
Fanwood resident Rory Verducci

has earned First Honors, Russell
Verducci of Fanwood has received
Second Honors and Robert
Murphy of Scotch Plains has
earned a Commendation at Seton
Hall Preparatory School in West
Orange on the Second Trimester
Honor Roll.

Roosevelt Intermediate Posts
Names of Honor Roll Students

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt In-
termediate School Principal Ken
Shulack has announced that 239
students, or 59 percent, of the sev-
enth and eighth grade student body
were named to the second marking
period honor roll for the 1999-
2000 school year.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR
ROLL

SEVENTH GRADE CLASS
Jeremy S. Berk Ralph David Iannazzone
Olena Borkowsky Samuel Kim
Jake P. Brandman Sarah L. Klass
Wesley C. Brockway Henry H. Koehler
Jacqueline A. Burns Jeremy N. Krell
Lauren Campo Michelle Kuppersmith
Caroline R. Cariste Abigail M. Lewis
Maryalyse Carter Emily Rose MacNeil
Garrett R. Cockren Hillary Nicoll
Amanda L. Cohen Elissa Niemiera
Christina N. Cordeiro Lauren E. Nolan
Lyndsay Couture Kelly Ann O’Neill
James Davy Katherine Okamoto
Urmi R. Dedhiya Elizabeth Purcell
Jacqueline M. DelafuenteAvrit Rubin
Leah Ann DiMatteo Lindsay D. Seagull
Emily Dura Neda Simaika
Gilad Edelman Anne E. Siwulec
Danielle M. Ferrari Scott A. Steinberg
Meaghan K. Fitzpatrick Elizabeth T. Trimble
Sara Gouyd Allison Turitz
Mark D. Harbaugh Christopher Velderman
Alexandra K. Hermann Benjamin Wieder
Erica A. Herskowitz Kathy Yang
Katelyn Hoens Dana Zichlin

Nicole J. Zubizarreta

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE CLASS

Michael G. Barash Rachel Maran
Diana Bartolomeo Michelle Markowski
Brooke L. Bernstein Rebecca A. Mason
Diego R. Betancourt Kristen Materek
Steven Bourke James McCabe
Stephanie S. BridgmanMary Mc Call
George Bucci Maggie E. McDermott
Leah C. Burke Tara J. Meagher
Scott Callender Britany Mironovich
Chelsea Carlson Mark T. Molowa
Gina Castrorao Michelle L. Morawski
Andrew Christakos Joel Nemec
Arielle A. Confino Barrett L. Newell
G. Chadwick Cook Katherine Newingham
Christopher Coyle Claire O’Boyle
Brian Dunstan Michael S. Oliff
Tristan Favro Danielle Parkinson
Bradley J. Fechter Michael C. Patella
Jenna B. Federgreen Claire Peterson
Michael J. Feniger Emily M. Printz
Scott Fishberg Lauren Purdy
Drew Flast David P. Reinhardt
Patrick D. Fleming David Rimkus
Sara M. Flood Jessica N. Ropars
Kristina A. Fraites Michael P. Rubino
Courtney Franko Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Rachel L. Gordon Julie Sadick
Julia Gormley Rachel Sadick
Julie Gralla Gregory Salmon
Emily Rose GreenbergEvan M. Scher

Loretta A. Harry William Schoenbach
Rachel Hawkins Emily K. Sheehan
Max Heitner Katherine Smith
Jonathan A. Herttua Rebecca A. Snyder
Craig H. Hewit Dana Brett Spass
Charles Kalis Brad Speck
Max Kaplan Amanda Spector
Megan Kealy Matthew Statton
Joseph Kenny Richard M. Stewart
Casey Klein Elizabeth K. Strickland
Mark Kline Adam Vinay Subhas
Perri Jana Koll Evan M. Sullivan
Jacob V. Lapidus Jonathan Tannenbaum
Sara A. Lesko Mikala Tidswell
Andrew R. Levy Christopher Tropeano
Michael E. Lombard James M. Wade
Zachary S. Lowenstein Gregory M. Weissman
Brendan J. MahoneyAnne Yingling

Zoe S. Zachariades

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE CLASS

Stephen Adamo Victoria Maffey
Stephen Anderson Danny Mahoney
Rebecca Bellovin Justine McGowan
Sabrina C. Bengal James McGrath
Tyler G. Deieso Jacob Mirsky
Sagiv Edelman Celine Mogielnicki
Katherine GeenbergVladimir Oukhmylenko
Gianna E. Guasconi Amanda C. Reider
Carolyn E. Harbaugh Aurora Rivendale
Sarah M. Hoban Emily J. Warren
Michael K. Huber Allison Wicks
Peter Itz Donald E. Williams, 3rd

HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE CLASS

Kimberly Adams Marykate Maher
Katherine Albino Robert M. Mench
Brooke Austin Margaret M. Molnar
Emily L. Barnes David A. Muroff
Ryan M. BartholomewKatherine Nicol
Ravi Krishna Bharadwaj Theresa Nowicki
Victoria Brynildsen Jeffrey Nusse
Hannah A. Burke Polina Opelbaum
Thomas Bryne, 3rd Ryan Palumbo
Bradford Cantor Laurie Pellicano
Lydia S. Carson Brian J. Pirot
Dorothy Chou Erica S. Raiff
Paul Cobuzzi Katherine L. Re
Jessica Conner Margaret Reynolds
Alex C. Crawford Matthew F. Rowe
Elizabeth M. Cullen Meredith Rucinsky
Dianna D. De Palmer Adam D. Sharpe
Matthew F. DeSantis Michael N. Sheflin
Milan Fry Laura Shelman
Claire M. Ganley Caroline Sheridan
Mark Gately Rebecca C. Shottland
Amanda Glickman Ella Shuster
Erin G. Goldberger William Sims
Alyson D. GoodmanAndrew P. Sinnenberg
Sarah L. Hansen Anne J. Tabachnick
Erika Hansenfus Shari B. Thomashow
David C. Hewit, Jr. Kristen G. Valla
Maria C. Hove Kate Warren
Elizabeth Joyce Eric C. Whitman
Daniel Kim Christine V. Wicks
Hrvoje Landeka Alex Wright
Kevin Lantz Ashley A. Yarusi
Jeremy MacKechnie Laura M. Yee

Katherine Yoo

Westfield Residents Earn
Dean’s List Recognition
At Montclair State Univ.
WESTFIELD – Anjali Bansal,

Blair A. Brown, Jocelyn M. Demers,
and Sandra Mammano, all of
Westfield, have been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 1999 semes-
ter at Montclair State University in
Montclair.

Anjali is concentrating on com-
puter science, Blair is focusing on
theater with a concentration in act-
ing, Jocelyn is majoring in sociol-
ogy, and Sandra is a dance major.

Please send Education News to:
michelle @goleader.com

HEATING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!

INTERIOR PAINTING

Artistic Interior
Painting

� Hand-painted Custom Borders
� Wall Murals

� Deco Painting
� Children's Rooms

� References Available
Professional Free-lance Artist

Call Teri  732~396-1650

HANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

By Art from Taylor Hardware...
...someone you know & trust!

A Handy Man
for All Seasons

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

Robert J. Rush & Company
(201) 823-1107

We are professional, trustworthy & insured,
have great references and guarantee our work!

orrush@bellatlantic.net

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• General Repairs •Re-roofing
• Decks • Basements
• Drop Ceilings • Fences
• Concrete/Masonry •Sheds
• Doors/Windows • Garages

HOME  REPAIR

Dav
id

Jax
he

im
er

O
wne

r

Fr
ee

Esti
mate

s

Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•

O
wner

W
orks O

n

Every Job!

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

� Kitchens � Baths � Ceramic Tile
� Corian & Laminated Counter Tops
� General Maintenance & Repairs

� Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Masonry Paving Roofing Interiors
Steps Driveways Re-roofs Painting
Patios Parking Lots Tear-offs Dry Wall

Sidewalks Seal Coating Repairs Waterproofing
Interlocking Pavers Belgium Block Slate Kitchens & Baths

Retaining Walls Excavating Copper Plumbing
Concrete Work Curbing Rubberized Lighting

Shamrock
Contracting

No Job Too Big or Too Small
We Repair or Replace Anything

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • 908-620-1925

Fully
Insured

AVAILABLE

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PLUMBING & HEATING

DIQUOLLO
PLUMBING & HEATING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call Nick Today
Lic. # 5012

(908) 322-5442

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

   25 YRS EXPERIENCE

OIL TANKS

Removed or
Sand Filled

Commercial • Residential
~ Free Estimates ~

(908) 518-0732
24hr Service

Removal & Disposal of Waste
Tanks Sand Filled or Removed

East Coast Marine Services, Inc.

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• Integrated Pest

            Management
• FREE Estimates
• FREE Soil Analysis

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured
Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• Professional Landscapers’ Alliance
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

LANDSCAPING

Grasshoppers
Landscaping

Complete Lawn Care
Maintenance • Design

Clean-ups • Mulch • Stone • Sod

Free Estimates Fully Insured

(908) 686-7599

Landscape & Design Contractors

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems � New Plantings
Patios � Walks � New Lawns

Retaining Walls � Stone � Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of  The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

COMPUTER SERVICES

� Web Design & Development
� Network Design & Installation
� Computer Upgrades & Service

908.518.1828

www.century2000.com
www.pcsupermarket.com

Century Technology Group, Inc.

AVAILABLE

Call Us
(908)

232-4407

Call
Joanna

232-4407
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Concepts &Thought
School Board Election Coverage

Carol Molnar

Kimberly Rhodes

Anne L. Riegel

BOE Candidate Carol Molnar
Names Donnell Carr to Chair
Her Campaign for Re-election
WESTFIELD – B. Carol Molnar,

who is seeking re-election to the
Westfield Board of Education, has
announced that
Donnell Carr is chair-
ing her re-election
campaign.

Presently, Ms.
Molnar and Mr. Carr
serve together on the
Westfield Commu-
nity Center’s Board
of Directors and the
Dr. Martin Luther
King Association.

Mr. Carr is a found-
ing member and
former president of
the Concerned Afri-
can American Par-
ents, a children’s ad-
vocacy group. He
also represented
Westfield on the
Union County Revenue Sharing
Committee for several years and
served on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, completing the term of James
Hely. Mr. Carr is also a trustee of the
Echo Lake Church of Christ.

A graduate of Tennessee State Uni-
versity, Mr. Carr attained the rank of
Captain in the United States Air
Force. After serving over four years,
he entered and graduated from Ox-
ford University with a diploma in
physics.

Mr. Carr and his family have lived
in Westfield for 18 years. His oldest

daughter is a graduate of the Westfield
school system. His youngest daugh-
ter, Ashley, is a sophomore at

Westfield High
School.

“It is an honor to
work with Carol
Molnar, a dedi-
cated member of
the board of edu-
cation who recog-
nizes that the qual-
ity of public edu-
cation in a com-
munity is a crucial
ingredient in the
vitality and well
being of that com-
munity,” said Mr.
Carr.

“She also be-
lieves that the
school budget is
more than a series

of numbers – it should be a statement
of the vision and aspirations of the
district, and the strengthening of those
areas which contribute to quality pro-
grams benefiting all children is just
as important as the need to constrain
costs.”

Elementary World Language
Program Given Support

From BOE Candidate Rhodes
WESTFIELD — Kimberly

Rhodes, candidate for the Westfield
Board of Education, stated last week
that she was very impressed by the
quality of the district’s new elemen-
tary Spanish pro-
gram.

“Last week, I at-
tended the PTO (Par-
ent Teacher Organi-
zation) meeting at
McKinley School
and was amazed by
the comprehension
and pronunciation
demonstrated by sev-
eral second-graders.
The children obvi-
ously loved the lan-
guage program and
were clearly thriving
under Miss Seline’s
tutelage,” she added.

According to Ms.
Rhodes, there are
currently two el-
ementary Spanish teachers. Miss
Seline teaches full-time at the el-
ementary schools, whereas Mr.
Vazquez splits his time between the
elementary and middle schools.

Ms. Rhodes said that her daughter,
Amanda, has Mr. Vazquez at Franklin
Elementary School and loves the
program so much that she begged her
father to buy her a children’s Span-
ish/English dictionary.

Commenting on the enthusiasm of
her daughter, Ms. Rhodes said,
“While I am thrilled at Amanda’s
progress, I’m somewhat disappointed
that Christopher, my third grader,
will have to wait three years to begin
learning a foreign language.”

Both teachers had told Ms. Rhodes
that young children use their whole
brains when learning a language but
when they reach 10 or 11, they only
use one half.

Furthermore, only the younger
children will be able to speak the
foreign language without an accent.
Nevertheless, Ms. Rhodes said that
she is pleased that foreign language
was recently added to the sixth grade
curriculum, something that will ben-
efit all elementary children.

Ms. Rhodes stated that she has
spoken at length with Robert Roth,
who is the World Language Supervi-
sor, K-8. He pointed out that the
elementary program at Westfield
stems from the New Jersey State
Department of Education: CN 500.

This Department of Education

standard requires that all students
“be able to communicate at a basic
literacy level” and “demonstrate an
understanding of the interrelation-
ship between language and culture

for at least one
world language
in addition to
English.”

“ T o d a y ’ s
second-graders
will be the first
students to
have profi-
ciency in a for-
eign language
added to regu-
lar state test-
ing,” Ms.
Rhodes stated.

Mr. Roth said
that Westfield
could have met
its world lan-
guage obliga-
tion by either

using regular elementary teachers or
by tapes. He feels strongly that the
curriculum as designed is far supe-
rior.

“I am proud of the way Westfield
implemented the program because it
was reasoned and structured,” he said.

Ms. Rhodes agreed, “Considering
obvious financial constraints, I sup-
port the district’s decision to phase in
the program gradually, rather than
immediately implement a broader,
but inferior option.”

She noted that even if Westfield
had the money to implement the
program all at once, it would prob-
ably have difficulty finding suffi-
cient qualified teachers.

Ms. Rhodes concluded by adding,
“In this environment of excessive
state mandated programs and test-
ing, it’s refreshing to find a curricu-
lum requirement, like elementary
foreign language, that really makes
sense. Once again, Westfield has re-
sponded to the mandate by offering a
program that exceeds the minimum
requirements, and our children are
the real winners.”

BOE Candidate Riegel
Riegel Focuses on Teachers

WESTFIELD – Anne L. Riegel,
candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education, asserted “that our teach-
ers and staff are critical to the suc-
cess of Westfield’s schools. Person-
nel issues often receive little atten-
tion, but teachers far and away have
the most influence
on our children’s
education. As a par-
ent and former stu-
dent, I know the pro-
found and lasting
impact a great
teacher can have on
children.”

Mrs. Riegel be-
lieves that in order
for teachers to
achieve parent’s
high expectations,
the Board of Educa-
tion needs to pro-
vide meaningful
staff development
opportunities, along
with adequate space
for quality instruc-
tion, up-to-date technology and a
well-developed curriculum.

The incumbent candidate also feels
that efforts to support, train and mo-
tivate staff directly benefit children.

Looking forward, Mrs. Riegel fore-
sees an even more pressing need for
training and development.

Mrs. Riegel has asserted that grow-
ing enrollments in the district re-
quire that new positions be created.
Westfield has also begun seeing a
significant increase in retirements of
experienced teachers, who must also
be replaced, according to the candi-
date.

To keep the district’s educational
program solid, Mrs. Riegel advo-
cates hiring a mix of new and expe-
rienced teachers.

To meet rising enrollments, Mrs.
Riegel expressed the need for addi-
tional student counselors. These po-
sitions are already understaffed.

“As shown by our student surveys
and events nationwide, we must pro-
vide our students with strong con-
nections to adults,” she noted.

According to the candidate, this
year’s budget adds one more counse-
lor at the intermediate level. Mrs.
Riegel wishes to “find a way to pro-
vide counselors for each elementary
school and add guidance personnel
at the intermediate and high schools

to reduce high stu-
dent/staff ratios.”

Mrs. Riegel
hopes the district
will expand its
newly developed
Teacher Institute,
to provide profes-
sional develop-
ment programs
for seasoned
teachers as well
as teachers in their
first three years.

“We have rig-
orous hiring and
evaluation stan-
dards, and our
staff works dili-
gently to cultivate
new teachers into

high caliber professionals,” accord-
ing to Mrs. Riegel.

The candidate has asserted that
she wants teachers to have access to
the latest educational research and
be knowledgeable about current “best
practices.”

“Moreover, as special education
students are increasingly
mainstreamed, regular education
teachers could benefit from greater
insights and strategies for dealing
with the diverse educational needs of
our student population. Computer
training will also be required, so that
technology can effectively support
curriculum and improve communi-
cation with students and their fami-
lies,” according to the candidate who
also believes the job of teaching is
more challenging than ever.

As a board member, Mrs. Riegel
said she hopes to continue to advo-
cate for increased support and train-
ing for our teachers.

“Investing in our teachers has a
huge payoff — the successful educa-
tion of our children,” she concluded.

Candidate Billson Tours
Schools, Meets Principals

WESTFIELD — “Incredible en-
ergy” are the two words that Westfield
Board of Education candidate Peter
W. Billson used to describe the prin-
cipals that he has met with during the
past week.

Mr. Billson said that he has been
maintaining a “grueling schedule of
meetings” with the principals of
Westfield’s schools in order to gain
first hand knowledge of the wants,
needs and challenges that face the
educators in Westfield.

“(BOE candidate) Kim Rhodes
wanted to know if I had a job!” joked
Mr. Billson referring to the pace of
meetings and events he has been
attending.

“Sometimes I forget that I have the
unique advantage of both living and
working in Westfield and of having a
very flexible work schedule,” said
Mr. Billson when asked why he set
such an aggressive schedule.

The candidate continued, “When I
set up the meetings I didn’t take into
account that not all of the other can-
didates have the same availability
that I do.”

While he describes the pace as
“frenetic,” Mr. Billson has enjoyed
the entire series of meetings. He has
visited with the principals of Wash-
ington, Roosevelt, McKinley,

Peter W. Billson
Franklin, Tamaques, Jefferson and
Wilson Schools with the remaining
schools scheduled in the next week
or so.

Stating that while he had expected
to meet highly qualified profession-
als, Mr. Billson said that he was
“surprised and extremely impressed,”
by the energy level of the principals.

“You can just feel the dedication
of these people and that has to have
a very positive effect on the staff and
students,” he said.

According to Mr. Billson, the indi-
vidual principals have given tours of
their schools, insight into their edu-
cational style and shared their aspi-
rations with the visiting candidate.

“They are very proud of their
schools and it shows,” said Mr.
Billson. “Everywhere you go the
walls are covered with proudly dis-
played student projects and the rooms
are full of items made possible
through the hard work of the PTAs.”

Rounding out Mr. Billson’s expe-
rience has been the chance to inter-
act with his fellow candidates.

“I’m glad that almost all of the
candidates have taken up my invita-
tion and have attended at least one
meeting,” said Mr. Billson. “I think it
has been a very valuable experience
both for hopeful BOE members, such
as myself, and for the current board
members. The meetings have allowed
us to interact and to share views.
Communication is a wonderful
thing!”

As always, Mr. Billson is encour-
aging the public to voice their hopes,
dreams, concerns, ideas, suggestions
and complaints to him directly. He
may be reached by phone at (908)
317-8606, via e-mail to
pete@elbnet.com or by Fax to (908)
232-0473.

Thomas Taylor

Thomas Taylor Announces
Candidacy for Re-election
To Westfield School Board

WESTFIELD — Thomas Taylor,
a lifelong resident of Westfield and
a product of its
school system,
has served two
previous terms on
the Westfield
Board of Educa-
tion, from 1984-
1987 and 1997 to
present.

By seeking re-
election to the
school board, Mr.
Taylor believes he
is reaffirming his
commitment to
the community
and schools.

Mr. Taylor
noted, “Over the
past three years
we have taken
dramatic steps to address the en-
rollment increases, technological
deficiencies and capital needs of

the district. However, our work is
not complete. There are difficult

problems yet to
be solved. This
is why I have
chosen to stand
for re-election.”

In the past
three years, the
board and com-
munity have
taken steps to ac-
c o m m o d a t e
W e s t f i e l d ’ s
growing enroll-
ment, particu-
larly at the el-
ementary level.
The capital im-
provement bond,
which the voters
supported, ad-
dressed the

population increases in kindergar-
ten through fifth grade.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Candidates’ Night on Tap
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher As-
sociation Council will host a Board
of Education Candidates’ Night on
Monday, April 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road.

Candidates’ Night provides the
opportunity for voters of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains to see and assess
all of the school board candidates
together in preparation or the Tues-
day, April 18, election.

There are four candidates run-
ning for the three positions avail-
able in Scotch Plains. They are
Theresa Larkin, Ava McNamara,
Linda Nelson and Thomas Russo.

The evening will be moderated
by Myrna Wasserman of the
Westfield League of Women Voters.
The program will begin with the
introduction of the candidates.

The candidates will then have the
opportunity to present introductory
remarks, including their reasons for
running for the school board and
how they have prepared themselves
for this role. The incumbents are
asked to note their most significant
contribution to the board. New can-
didates are asked what they plan to

contribute as members of the Board
of Education.

The Parent Teacher Association
Council has posed three questions to
the candidates. The questions query
the candidate’s involvement and lead-
ership in local organizations, deci-
sion-making ability, and how the
candidate will support a bond refer-
endum and its passage.

Members of the Junior Statesmen
Association at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will also pose
one question to the candidates. After
these questions have been answered,
the forum will be opened to inquiries
from the audience. At the end of the
session, candidates are given the
opportunity to present closing state-
ments.

All residents are invited to attend.
Although there are no board posi-
tions on the ballot for Fanwood this
year, Fanwood residents are encour-
aged to participate.

For those unable to attend, a vid-
eotape of the event will be broadcast
on Channel 34.

The school board election and
vote on the school budget is April
18. The polls will be open from 2 to
9 p.m. in both Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

Send Candidacy
Press Releases to:

michelle@goleader.com

Candidates’ Night,
Budget Information

To Air on TV-36
WESTFIELD — The

Westfield Board of Education
“Meet the Candidates Night,”
which was held on March 27 and
sponsored by the Westfield Par-
ent-Teacher Council and the
Westfield Area League of Women
Voters, will be shown on TV-36
the following dates/times:

•Thursday, March 30 - 4 and 8
p.m.

•Monday, April 3 - 4 and 7 p.m.
•Tuesday, April 4 - 4 and 8 p.m.
•Wednesday, April 5 - 4 and 9

p.m.
•Friday, April 14 - 9 p.m.
•Saturday, April 15 - 2 and 10

p.m.
•Sunday, April 16 - 12 and 8

p.m.
•Monday, April 17 - 4 and 7

p.m.
The program will also air dur-

ing the weekend of April 7. Exact
times will be posted on the pro-
gramming guide on Channel 36.

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion will also inform the public
about key initiatives in the 2000-
2001 school budget through a short
video that will air the beginning of
April through the election. For the
benefit of the viewers, it will be
shown several times a day.

The school election will be
held Tuesday, April 18, from 2 to
9 p.m.

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Paid for by Billson for Westfield School Board, 825 Grant Ave, Westfield

FOR BOE
BILLSON
FOR BOE
BILLSONPETEPETE

Please Remember to Vote in the School Board Elections on April 18.

 What Qualities Do You Want

In A School Board Member?

Leadership & Innovation
Business Experience
Technical Know-how
Communication Skills

pete@elbnet.com � Phone: 317-8606 � Fax: 232-0473

Q.
A.
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Brian C. Tripodi, 24
Brian C. Tripodi, 24, of

Bridgewater died on Monday, March
20, at Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth.

Born in Hackettstown, he had lived
in Green Township in Sussex County
before moving to Bridgewater 11
years ago.

He was a 1993 graduate of
Bridgewater High School West.

Surviving are his parents, Charlie
and Judy Weinstein Tripodi of
Bridgewater; a brother, Kevin
Tripodi, stationed in the United States
Navy in San Diego; his maternal
grandfather, Benjamin Weinstein of
Woodbridge; two aunts, Ilona
Bentkowski of Maplewood and Jill
Weinstein of Point Pleasant; another
aunt and uncle, Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein and Loren Weinstein
of Westfield, and several cousins.

Services were held on Thursday,
March 23, at the Leon J. Gerity Fu-
neral Home in Woodbridge. Inter-
ment was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Make-A-Wish Foundation of
New Jersey, 1034 Salem Road,
Union, 07083.

March 30, 2000

Helen C. Bogert, 88
Helen Catherine Bogert, 88, of

Westfield died on Sunday, March 19,
at the Westfield Center, Genesis
ElderCare Network in Westfield.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Andrew Bogert, in 1996, and
by a sister, Dorothy Mathews, in
1995.

A funeral service was held on
Wednesday, March 22, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

March 30, 2000

Merle R. O’Brien, 69
Merle R. O’Brien, 69, of Cranford

died on Saturday, March 25, in Union
Hospital.

Born in Detroit, Mich., he had
lived in Westfield before relocating
to Cranford 40 years ago.

Mr. O’Brien had worked for An-
chor Motor Freight in Linden for 25
years before retiring as traffic man-
ager in 1990.

Surviving are his wife, Shirley A.
O’Brien; a son, Kevin O’Brien; a
daughter, Kelly Logiudice, and three
grandchildren.

A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, March 29, in St. John
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
of Clark-Linden.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue in Cranford.

March 30, 2000

Florence Johnson, 76
Florence M. Johnson, 76, of

Mountainside died on Sunday, March
26, at the Brighton Gardens in
Mountainside.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Belleville for 62 years and in New-
ton for 10 years before moving to
Mountainside four years ago.

Mrs. Johnson had been employed
by the New Jersey Bell Telephone
Company of Newark for 25 years
until retiring as a supervisor in 1985.

She was a member of the Tele-
phone Pioneers of America and the
Order of the Eastern Star in Belleville.

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs.
Christine Kline and Mrs. Laura Price;
a son, Craig Johnson, and two grand-
children.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, March 29, in the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

March 30, 2000

John M. Bailey, 86, Former Principal;
Bayonne School Named in His Honor

George J. McDermott, 62, Was Veteran;
Worked at United Airlines for 42 Years

Marie A. Hirsch, 66
Marie A. Hari Hirsch, 66, of

Garwood died on Friday, March 24,
at her home.

Born in Montreal, Canada, she
came to the United States in 1941
and settled in Newark. She lived in
Garwood for the past 47 years.

Mrs. Hirsch was a member of St.
Anne’s Roman Catholic Church in
Garwood and of its Rosary Society.

Surviving are her husband, Frank
N. Hirsch; a son, Frank A. Hirsch; a
daughter, Susan Sheppard; two sis-
ters, Helen Duffany and Rose
Heffernan, and two grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Monday, March 27, in St.
Anne’s Roman Catholic Church in
Garwood. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Garwood First Aid Squad.

Arrangements were handled by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 West
North Avenue in Cranford.

March 30, 2000

Terry Kaplow, 52, Business School Alumna
Worked as Insurance Claims Coordinator

� Obituaries �

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

John M. Bailey, 86, of Westfield, a
longtime educator for whom a school
was named in Bayonne, died on Fri-
day, March 24, in Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

Born in Bayonne, he had lived in
Scotch Plains for 22 years before
moving recently to Westfield.

Mr. Bailey served as Principal of
Bayonne School 12 before retiring in
1976 after 39 years with the school
district. The school was named for
him a year later.

He joined the district in 1937 as an
English and mathematics teacher at
the Henry Harris School. After serv-
ing in the United States Army during
World War II, he returned to the
district and was named Vice Princi-
pal at Bayonne School 12 in 1944.
He became Principal in 1950.

Mr. Bailey additionally taught
evening graduate classes at Seton
Hall University in South Orange from
1958 to 1972 and helped establish
the Guidance Department at Bayonne
High School.

He was awarded his bachelor’s
degree from St. Peter’s College in
Jersey City and his master’s degree
from Seton Hall University.

He was a member of the New
Jersey Education Association, the
Holy Name Society of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains and the Star
of the Sea Council, Knights of Co-
lumbus No. 371 in Bayonne.

Surviving are his wife, Anne
Bailey; four daughters, Ellen M.
Stagg, Anne Mc Grew, Kathleen
Schoenhaus and Mary B. Morrison;
three sisters, Sister Agnes Helene,
Helen Miller and Lee MacMurtie,
and 10 grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Tuesday,
March 28, in the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church, following the fu-
neral from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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George Joseph McDermott, 62, of
Lakewood died on Friday, March 24,
at home.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Westfield for 23 years before relo-
cating to Lakewood last year.

Mr. McDermott had been em-
ployed by United Airlines at Newark
Airport for 42 years in various ca-
pacities, including ramp supervisor,
before retiring in 1998.

He was a United States Air Force
veteran, having served from 1957 to
1960.

He was a member of both the
Fairways Poker League and the Fair-
ways Softball Team in Lakewood.

Surviving are his wife, Mary
Henneberry McDermott; three

daughters, Susan McDermott and
Amy McDermott, both of Cranford,
and Kristi Stinson of Clinton; a
brother, Jack McDermott of Sea Girt,
and three sisters, Janet Hayes of
Staten Island, Betty Ann Cross of
Wrentham, Mass. and Eileen
Stepnowski of Hazlet.

The funeral was held on Monday,
March 27, from the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford, followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial at St. Anne’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Garwood.
Interment was at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.
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Terry Kaplow, 52, of Metuchen
died on Saturday, March 25, in the
John F. Kennedy Medical Center in
Edison.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
Hillside and Westfield before mov-
ing to Metuchen 10 years ago.

Ms. Kaplow was employed as an
insurance claims coordinator for
Polar International in New York City.

She attended the Stafford Hall
School of Business in Summit.

Surviving are her parents, Doris
and Jerome Kaplow of Westfield,
and two brothers, Richard Kaplow of
Westfield and Robert Kaplow of

Metuchen.
Graveside services were conducted

on Monday, March 27, at Mount
Lebanon Cemetery in Iselin.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.
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Richard Smith, 78
Richard Smith, 78, of North

Catasauqua, Pa. died on Monday,
March 27, in Lehigh Valley Hospital
Center in Salisbury Township in
Allentown, Pa.

Born on December 2, 1923 in
Liverpool, England, he was the son
of the late Richard and Sarah A.
McDonald Smith. He came to the
United States with his family in 1963.

Mr. Smith had been employed as a
plant manager with Foseco Metals in
Birmingham, England, for 20 years
before retiring in 1977. He had also
worked for various powder metal
plants in New Jersey.

He served in Great Britain’s Royal
Navy during World War II, from
1941 to 1946.

He was a member of the American
Association of Retired Persons of
Coplay, Pa.

Surviving are his wife, June
Catcheside Smith of Northampton,
Pa., whom he married on September
7, 1946; two daughters, Anne
Kaslusky of Westfield and Kathryn
M. Pradel of Slatington, Pa.; a son,
Michael R. Smith of State College,
Pa.; a brother, Robert Smith-Copper
of Toms River, and six grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will be held
today, Thursday, March 30, at 4 p.m.
at the Schisler Funeral Home, Inc. of
Northampton, Pa. Visitation will be
from 3 to 4 p.m. today at the funeral
home.
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William J. Rabbitt, 80, Exxon Retiree;
Decorated Veteran of World War II

Laurence Meier, 57, Security Director;
Was in National Guard and Scouting

Ruth J. Packer, 87
Ruth J. Packer, 87, died on Sun-

day, March 26, in the Quarryville
Presbyterian Home in Quarryville,
Pa.

Born in Englewood on April 29,
1912, she had lived in Westfield for
36 years and then in Whiting for
three years before returning to
Westfield. She relocated to
Quarryville nine years ago.

Mrs. Packer had been employed
by the Springfield Board of Educa-
tion as a teacher of Spanish and
Social Studies and then as a librarian
at the Florence M. Gaudineer Middle
School in Springfield before retiring
in June of 1970.

She was awarded her bachelor’s
degree from Montclair State Teach-
ers College, now Montclair Univer-
sity, in Upper Montclair. Mrs. Packer
received her Master of Library Sci-
ence Degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity in New Brunswick.

She was a longtime member of the
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church
in Westfield and the Faith Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Quarryville.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, William and Sophie Johnson,
and by her husband, Robert E. Packer.

Surviving are two daughters, Bar-
bara Ottoson of Westfield and Ruth
Margaret Noll of Wheaton, Ill., and
six grandchildren.

The funeral service will be held at
the Grace Orthodox Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, April 1, at 10
a.m. Interment will be at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Ivan B. DeWald Funeral
Home in Quarryville.
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MaryRose Otto, 71
MaryRose Otto, 71, of Neshanic

Station in Branchburg Township, died
on Monday, March 20, at the Pocono
Medical Center in East Stroudsburg,
Pa.

Born in Scotch Plains, she had
lived in Raritan before moving to
Neshanic Station in 1957. She re-
sided at the Maple Run Manor per-
sonal care home in Salorburg, Pa. for
the past two years.

She lived in Neshanic Station since
1957, formerly of Raritan.

Mrs. Otto, a homemaker, had
worked briefly for Diehl Singer Com-
pany in Bridgewater.

Surviving are her husband of 42
years, Adolph J. “Eddie” Otto; a son,
Edward A. Otto of Neshanic Station;
a daughter, Maryann B. Sefcik of
Tobyhanna, Pa., and four grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, March 24, at the Hannon Bros.
Funeral Home in Raritan. Interment
took place at St. Bernard’s Cemetery
in Bridgewater.
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Rosalyn Webb, 72
Rosalyn Hooper Webb, 72, of

Somerville died on Monday, March
20, at the Somerset Medical Center
in Somerville.

Born in Boston on October 14,
1927, she had resided in Newton,
Mass., in Hamden, Conn. and in
Westfield from 1968 to 1982 before
relocating to Somerville.

Ms. Webb attended Rogers Hall
Academy in Massachusetts and
Gould Academy in Maine.

Surviving are two daughters,
Cheryl W. DeSantis of Fair Haven
and Candace W. Conover of
Bridgewater; a brother, Dr. Charles
F. Hooper, Jr. of Gainesville, Fla.;
four grandchildren and three great-
granddaughters.

A private funeral service was held
on Wednesday, March 22, at Saint
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Susan G. Komen Foundation
for breast cancer research or to the
American Cancer Society.
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William J. Rabbitt, 80, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, March 28, at home.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived
there for many years before moving
to Elizabeth in 1950. He relocated to
Westfield in 1983.

Mr. Rabbitt had been employed as
a rigger for Exxon in Linden from
1946 until his retirement in 1981. He
had worked as a ship fitter supervisor
from 1940 to 1944 with the Federal
Shipbuilding and Drydock Company
in Kearney.

He served in the United States
Navy in the Pacific and in Okinawa
during World War II. Stationed aboard
The Crescent City, he was a Machin-
ist Mate Third Class.

He received the Asiatic Pacific
Medal, the American Medal and the
Victory Medal.

Mr. Rabbitt was a parishioner and
Holy Name Society member of the
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church
in Jersey City and also of Saint
Catherine’s Roman Catholic Church
in Hillside. He was also a member of

St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

He was a member of the
Benedictine Academy Fathers Club
in Elizabeth and the Exxon Retirees
Club in Linden.

Mr. Rabbitt graduated from Sa-
cred Heart Grammar School and
Snyder High School in Jersey City.

He was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Elaine Maria Rabbitt, and a sis-
ter, Mary Jane Rabbitt.

Surviving are his wife of 55 years,
Marion Kieslor Rabbitt, and a daugh-
ter, Sharon E. Rabbitt of Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
take place at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow,
Friday, March 31, at St. Helen’s
Church. Interment will be at the Holy
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 p.m.
and from 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
March 30, and also tomorrow from
9:30 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association or to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
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Laurence Henry Meier, 57, of
North Plainfield died on Monday,
March 27, at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Maplewood before moving to North
Plainfield 31 years ago.

Mr. Meier was employed as Direc-
tor of Security at Degussa Huls, a
precious metal company in South
Plainfield, for the past 15 years. Pre-
viously, he had worked in security at
Metpath in Teterboro and Penick in
Newark.

He served as a Captain in the Na-
tional Guard.

He was a communicant of St.
Luke’s Roman Catholic Church in
North Plainfield.

Mr. Meier was a member of the
International Precious Metal Insti-
tute; the Two Hundred Club of
Middlesex County; the American
Society for Industrial Security and
the Appalachian Trail Conference.
He was formerly a Boy Scout leader
for Troop No. 107 in North Plainfield
for 20 years.

Surviving are his wife, Loretta
Radler Meier; his son, Major Scott
Meier of Fayetteville, N.C.; a daugh-
ter, Sheryl Marco of Morgantown,
W.Va.; his mother, Stella Meier of
Westfield; two brothers, Arthur Meier
of Landing and Gregory Meier of

Westfield, and two grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at

9:30 a.m. today, Thursday, March
30, at the Higgins Home for Funerals
in North Plainfield, followed by a 10
a.m. Mass at St. Luke’s Roman Catho-
lic Church. Interment will be at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, Somerset Unit, 600 First Av-
enue, Raritan, 08869.
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George C. Muse, 42
George C. Muse, 42, a lifelong

resident of Plainfield, died on Mon-
day, March 20, at home.

Mr. Muse was employed as a main-
tenance mechanic for Amerker-
Porterfield in Plainfield for 20 years.

Surviving are his mother, Catherine
Muse of Plainfield; his father,
Roosevelt Muse of Elizabeth; four
brothers, David Muse of Elizabeth,
William Muse and Gary Muse, both
of Plainfield, and James Muse of
Richmond, Va., and his paternal
grandmother, Winnie Muse of
Westfield.

Services were held on Friday,
March 24, at the Judkins Colonial
Home in Plainfield.
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Regina Ulbrich, 75 was Parishioner,
Rosarian at Holy Trinity Church

Regina Ulbrich, 75, of Stuart, Fla.,
died on Saturday, March 25, at Mar-
tin Memorial Medical Center in
Stuart.

Born in Johnsonburg, Pa., she had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Stuart 16 years ago.

She was a member of St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Stuart and had
also been a parishioner and Rosary
Society member of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Surviving are her husband of 51
years, Frederick Ulbrich; two daugh-
ters, Cheryl Carnwath of Annapolis,
Md. and Beverly Ulbrich of San Fran-

cisco; two sons, Frederick Ulbrich of
Stuart and Douglas Ulbrich of Edison;
her mother, Rose Dybowski of
Ridgeway, Pa. and eight grandchil-
dren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated yesterday, Wednesday,
March 29, at St. Joseph Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Aycock Funeral Home
in Stuart.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, 1111 South Federal High-
way, No. 110, Stuart, Fla., 34997.
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Pierced Paper Art Program
Due Sunday at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
kick off its spring programs this Sun-
day, April 2, with a presentation by
Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield on
pierced paper art.

Piercing paper with a pin to create
a design was an ancient art. The
pinprick picture, which came to Eu-
rope during the 18th century, was the
last paper craft to arrive there and the
first to disappear.

Docents costumed in authentic Co-
lonial fashions will conduct tours of
the fully-furnished farmhouse. The
museum will be open from 2 to 5 p.m.,
with the last tour starting at 4 p.m.

Seasonal foods will be prepared
over the open hearth by Janet Murphy
and Sherry Lange, using authentic
recipes and cooking techniques that
were practiced by early Americans.
Visitors to the museum will be able
to enjoy taste treats as prepared by
the cooks.

The gift shop offers a variety of
Colonial reproductions, cookbooks
and educational items.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age 6.

On Sunday, April 9, Phase II of the
Archaeological Dig will take place
on the museum grounds.

For information about the museum
and its schedule of events, please call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.Holy Trinity to Present

Cantata on Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Choir and instrumental ensemble
with soloists will present the cantata,
“From the Deep, Lord, Cried I Unto
Thee” (Cantata 131) by Johann
Sebastian Bach at the Holy Trinity
Catholic Church in Westfield on Sun-
day, April 2, at 4 p.m.

The cantata will be presented in
the context of Evensong sung to
Gregorian chant accompanied by
handbells. Organ works to be pre-
sented will include the “Canzona in
D Minor” and the “Prelude and Fugue
in B Minor,” both by Bach.

Rives Cassel is Director of Music
and Organist at the church.

The program is free and the public
is invited to attend. Holy Trinity is
located at Westfield Avenue and First
Street.

Feminist Bookstores
To be Meeting Topic
Of Historical Society
FANWOOD — The monthly meet-

ing of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, to take place on
Tuesday, March 28, at 8 p.m., will
focus on feminist bookstores in ob-
servance of March as Women’s His-
tory Month.

Pamela Sheldrick, the owner of
Pandora Book Peddlers in Madison,
will present a discussion entitled
“Reclaiming Pandora: Women’s
Bookstores, Women’s Stories,
Women’s History.”

A former newspaper and maga-
zine editor, Ms. Sheldrick co-founded
Pandora Book Peddlers, described
as the first and only feminist book-
store in New Jersey, in 1983.

The meeting, which is open to the
public, will take place at the Fanwood
train station on North and Martine
Avenues. Refreshments and fellow-
ship will follow.

Further information about the His-
torical Society may be obtained from
its President, Richard Bousquet, at P.
O. Box 261, Scotch Plains, 07076, or
by calling (908) 232-1199 )

Fanwood Library Sets
Book Discussion Date
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, will
present a book discussion on Thurs-
day, April 13, at 7:30 p.m.

The event, led by Ruth Ahnert,
will be on “The Picture of Dorian
Gray,” written by Oscar Wilde. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to read
the book before the meeting date.

Anyone who needs the book may
pick up a copy at the library. For
more information, please call the
library at (908) 322-6400.
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Presbyterian Women Hold
73rd Birthday Celebration

A BIRTHDAY GATHERING…Sixty women recently attended the 73rd birth-
day luncheon of the Presbyterian Women of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Among the guests, pictured left to right, were: Ola McBride, who will
celebrate her 101st birthday in August, Ellen Anthony and Kitty Berry.

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Women of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield celebrated the group’s
73rd birthday on March 16 at a spe-
cial luncheon held in the church’s
Assembly Hall.

The meal was prepared by mem-
bers of Circle 4, led by Faye Brown
and Joy McGuiness. Tables repre-
senting each month of the year were
decorated by various Circles from
the church.

The Circles are nine informal groups
which meet monthly at various times
of the day and evening for fellowship,
Bible study and mission focus. For
mothers with young children, one
circle provides baby-sitting.

Ann Fontana, this year’s modera-
tor, welcomed 60 women to the cel-
ebration, including Ola McBride,
who will celebrate her 101st birth-
day in August.

Guests included the Reverend Tina
McCormick and the Reverend Vicky
Ney, Associate Pastors, and Wendy
Thode, Associate for Christian Edu-
cation. A birthday offering, which is
distributed to mission projects, was
dedicated by Ruth Lindgren.

Following the luncheon, Lynn
Bunson introduced a program writ-
ten and narrated by Christine Treger.
“Meet the Perfect Presbyterian
Woman” was directed by Carolyn
Fleder and featured Nancy Lau.

The Sewing Group, which makes
blankets, afghans, pillows and sweat-
ers for local hospitals and the
Elizabethport Presbyterian Center,
provided knitting instructions to at-
tendees.

In addition to Circle meetings,
Presbyterian Women conduct spe-
cial projects and interest groups
which provide participants with nu-
merous volunteer opportunities. Be-
sides the Sewing Group, there is a
Quilting Group and a Craft Group.

Monthly gatherings, which fea-
ture various speakers and programs,
are open to everyone in the church
and the community. The next pro-
gram, entitled “A Vision for Chil-
dren,” presented by Ms. Thode, will
take place on Thursday, April 20, at
9:30 a.m.

All programs take place at the
Church Parish House, 140 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

For additional information on
circles, programs and volunteer op-
portunities, please call Presbyterian
Women at the church office, (908)
233-0301.

Retirement Dinner Slated
For Deputy Chief Wheatley
On April 14 at B. G. Fields

WESTFIELD – A retirement din-
ner will be held to recognize Deputy
Chief John P. Wheatley of the
Westfield Police Department on Fri-
day, April 14, at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant on Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Although Deputy Chief Wheatley
retired from active duty several
months ago in order to use accrued
vacation time, his official retirement
date is Saturday, April 1.

A member of the department for
37 years, Deputy Chief Wheatley
joined the Westfield force in March
of 1963 after leaving his previous job
with the former New Jersey Bell.

On July 1, 1973, he was promoted
to Detective and assigned to the In-
vestigative Division. Ascending to
the rank of Patrol Sergeant on March
24, 1974, he became a Lieutenant on
May 16, 1976. He was assigned to
the Patrol Division as a Platoon Com-
mander.

Lieutenant Wheatley was pro-
moted to Captain on July 7, 1986 and
assumed command of the
department’s Operations Division.
On January 1, 1997, he was pro-
moted to the rank of Deputy Chief.

During his career, Deputy Chief
Wheatley received numerous com-

mendations, including two for the
arrest of individuals with guns and
one for the seizure of $350,000 worth
of drugs. At the time the incident
occurred, it was the largest seizure of
narcotics in Union County history.

Anyone interested in attending the
dinner may call Captain Clifford
Auchter at (908) 789-4004 or Robin
Marko at (908) 789-4015.

SPBPA Seeks Vendors
For June Craft Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its an-
nual Classic Car Show and Craft Fair
on Sunday, June 11, with a rain date,
if necessary, of Sunday, June 25.

The SPBPA is seeking vendors of
high quality merchandise to partici-
pate in the event, which has drawn
between 6,000 and 8,000 people in
past years.

A 10-foot by 10-foot space costs
$40 and crafters must bring their
own tables. Spaces will be available
on the Village Green and on adjoin-
ing sidewalks and streets.

Interested individuals may call Lisa
Mohn of the Apple Blossom Flower
Shop at (908) 322-4999.

Library Friends to Commence
Annual Book Sale on Tuesday

BUSY DAY...Jane Curtis, Assistant Chairwoman for this year’s book sale to
benefit the Westfield Memorial Library, greets one of many first-day customers
at a past sale. The 2000 event will kick off on Tuesday, April 4, with a members-
only sale from 9 a.m. to noon. It will then open for the public from 2 to 9 p.m.
that day and continue through Saturday, April 8.

WESTFIELD — The annual Book
Sale of the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library will kick off Tues-
day, April 4, with a members-only
sale from at 9 a.m. to noon. Member-
ships will be available at the door.

The public sale will take place
from 2 to 9 p.m. that day and will
continue on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, April 5 and 6, from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.

Half-price day is set for Friday
April 7, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
Bag Day is scheduled for Saturday,
April 8, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., when
participants will be able to fill a
grocery bag for $3.

Beginning tomorrow, Friday, March
31, volunteers will receive, sort and
shelve books in preparation for the
event. During the sale itself, others
will work shifts to handle the funds
and/or work in restocking the thou-

sands of books that will be available.
Event Chairwoman Sadie Schoss

has reported that the Friends received
increased donations for the sale this
year, including many first-edition
works.

Donations for the sale may be made
tomorrow from noon to 5 p.m., on
Saturday, April 1, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and on Monday, April 3, from 9
a.m. to noon at the library’s Program
Room. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Individuals are asked to contribute
hardcover books and paperbacks,
children’s works, cookbooks and
good encyclopedia sets.

Textbooks, condensed or damaged
books, magazines, old records or old
encyclopedia sets will not be ac-
cepted.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-4090.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Meet on April 3

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, April 3, following the 7:30
p.m. Mass.

A video entitled “The Passion
According to Luke” will be the
Lenten feature. Refreshments will
be served and members are invited to
bring guests.

The Annual Retreat Day will be
held on Wednesday, April 26, at St.
Joseph’s in Stirling. Lunch for $21 is
included. For information, please call
Toni at (908) 322-7815.

Author Barbara Stein to Speak
At CHADD Meeting on April 5

Blood Drives on Tap
For April in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Blood Cen-

ter of New Jersey has announced the
dates and locations for its upcoming
blood drives.

Drives will be held on Saturday,
April 8, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, 110 Walnut Street in
Westfield, and on Wednesday, April
12, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the
Lord & Taylor parking lot, 609 North
Avenue in Westfield.

Donors must be 18 years of age.
Seventeen-year-olds may donate with
parental permission. There is no up-
per age limit for donors, provided
they have donated within the last two
years or have a doctor’s note.

Donors should know their social
security number and bring a signed
form of identification. People with
cold or flu symptoms should wait
until they are feeling better before
donating, and there is a 72-hour de-
ferral for dental work, including rou-
tine teeth cleaning.

Individuals who have traveled out-
side of the United States recently are
asked to call the Blood Center for
eligibility criteria.

For more information or to sign up
for a blood drive, please call the
Blood Center at (800) BLOOD NJ.

Nature Club Plans Meeting,
Upcoming Events for Spring

Ketubah Unit Reveals
Dinner-Movie Night

AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
for dinner and a movie on Saturday,
April 8, at 6:45 p.m.

The dinner will be at Deli King in
the Clarkton Shopping Center on
Raritan Road in Clark, at which time
the group will select a movie to see at
the Rialto Theatre in Westfield.

The cost will be the price of each
individual’s meal and movie ticket.
Prospective members are invited to
come. To respond and for directions,
please call Larry at (973) 736-5729
by Friday, April 7.

First United Methodist
To Begin Film Series

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Greater
Watchung Nature Club will meet on
Tuesday, April 4, at 8 p.m. at the
Courthouse of the Mountainside Mu-
nicipal Building, located at Route
22, East, and New Providence Road
in Mountainside.

The Courthouse is the second
building and is most easily reached
by entering right from New Provi-
dence Road.

A slide presentation, entitled “In-
sect Friends or Foes,” will be given
by naturalists from the Monmouth
County Park Service. It will focus on
the ecology of insects in and around
New Jersey, from the familiar to the
exotic.

On Saturday, April 8, the club will
sponsor a half-day trip to the Great
Swamp National Refuge, led by Pete
Axelrod, to explore areas of the
swamp not usually seen.

Participants will meet at the south
side of the Fanwood train station at 8
a.m. and are advised to wear water-
proof footwear.

Wildlife Sunday at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside will take place on April
9. Volunteers will assist with begin-
ner bird walks and help staff the
information station.

On Sunday, April 30, the first of

four “Walker Walks” will take place
at 7 a.m. starting from the middle
parking lot (The Birches) of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

These walks were founded by Bob
and Molly Walker of Cranford and
are for individuals of all ages and
skills. The walk will conclude at 9
a.m. with coffee and doughnuts.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Barbara
Stein, an author, teacher and educa-
tional consultant, will discuss “At-
tention Deficit Disorders Made Easy”
on Wednesday, April 5, at the next
Western Union County CHADD
(Children and Adults with Attention

Deficit Disorder) meeting.
The meeting will take place from

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside.
Preceding the meeting will be a net-
working and registration period from
7 to 7:30 p.m.

CHADD is a non-profit, national
organization which provides educa-
tion, advocacy and support for indi-
viduals with Attention Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD).

ADHD is often characterized by an
individual’s failure to pay close atten-
tion to details; poor listening and
organizational skills; difficulty fol-
lowing instructions; being easily dis-
tracted; exhibiting a dislike of tasks
requiring sustained mental effort and
forgetfulness in daily activities.

Research suggests that 3 to 5 per-
cent of the population meets the di-
agnostic criteria for ADHD, accord-
ing to CHADD.

For more information, please call
Regina Monahan at (908) 301-0709

SCOTCH PLAINS — The First
United Methodist Church, 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, will
host an ongoing series of movie pre-
sentations and discussions beginning
tomorrow, Friday, March 31.

The planned movies cover a broad
range of dramas, comedies, action
films and romances, but all share a
common thread of a deeper message
or thought-provoking commentary
on modern life, according to Bill
Machrone, the organizer of the se-
ries.

The movies will begin at 7:30 p.m.,
with an informal discussion to be
held immediately afterwards. Par-
ticipants will receive handouts with
questions to aid in the discussion.
Admission is free and popcorn will
be served. All are welcome to attend.

The series will begin with Ground-
hog Day, a 1993 comedy starring
Bill Murray and Andie MacDowell.
Other films to be shown as part of the
program include Babette’s Feast,
Blade Runner, Unforgiven, The
Shawshank Redemption, Contact and
Wall Street.

“The movies we’ve chosen so far
cover a broad range of human expe-
rience and we’re eager to hear fur-

ther suggestions from attendees,” said
Mr. Machrone. Future presentations
will be held on the first Friday of the
month, starting May 5.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-8632.

African Violet Society
Show and Plant Sale
To Begin Tomorrow

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society of America will hold its an-
nual African Violet Show and Plant
Sale tomorrow and Saturday at All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The hours for tomorrow, Friday,
March 31, are 6 to 9 p.m. and Satur-
day, April 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This year’s theme will be “Violets
Our Game.” Admission and parking
are free.

Westfield Thrift Shop
Offers Spring Apparel

Astronomy Day Slated
At Sperry Observatory
CRANFORD — On Saturday,

April 8, Amateur Astronomers Inc.
will conduct an Astronomy Day event
at the William Miller Sperry Obser-
vatory, located on the Union County
College Campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

This free public event will be held
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Anyone
interested in astronomy is invited to
bring their telescopes and partici-
pate in a workshop which will pro-
vide instruction by amateur astrono-
mers on use and maintenance of the
telescopes. Instruction on how to
buy the right telescope will also be
included as part of the activities.

Weather permitting, the club’s two
large telescopes, a 24-inch reflector
and a 10-inch refractor, will be
opened for an observation session of
celestial objects.

For further information, please call
(908) 276-2730 or visit
www.asterism.org on the Internet.

Plainfield Camera Club
To Include Competition
During April 5 Meeting

FANWOOD — The New Jersey
Federation of Camera Clubs compe-
tition will take place during the regu-
lar first Wednesday meeting of the
Plainfield Camera Club on April 5 at
the United National Bank on Martine
Avenue in Fanwood.

Club members, assisted by the
State Chairwoman for Color Slides
Marian Boyer, will present the Spring
Pictorial Slide competition. Entries
are expected from NJFCC camera
clubs from Cape May through Bergen
counties. For information about the
Plainfield Camera Club, please call
Jean Luce of Westfield at (908) 233-
6276.

Interfaith Singles Set
April Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Interfaith
Singles, a support group for single
adults over 45, holds weekly discus-
sions on successful single living.
Meetings will be held on Sundays,
April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, from 9 to
10:30 a.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Continental breakfast will be avail-
able and a $2 donation is requested.
For further information, please call
(908) 889-5269 or (908) 889-4751.

Cannonball House Set
To Reopen for Season
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Osborn

Cannonball House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will reopen for the 2000 season this
Sunday, April 2.

Built circa 1760, the house has
been restored and furnished by the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Since 1972, it has
been a museum of local history for
the community and surrounding
towns.

Costumed docents will give tours
from 2 to 4 p.m. There is no admis-
sion charge.

Interfaith Relationships
To be Program Topic
At Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD — Kathy Kahn,

Assistant Director of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations
National Department of Outreach,
will discuss the topic “So Your Son
or Daughter Is In Love With a Non-
Jew. Now What?,” on Sunday, April
2, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The public is invited to attend this
program at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For further information,
please call the temple office at (908)
232-6770.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League has announced that
the Thrift Shop, located at 114 Elmer
Street, is stocked with a large selec-
tion of ladies,’ men’s and children’s
spring apparel.

Patrons may also purchase jew-
elry, shoes and accessories to comple-
ment their wardrobes. In addition,
books, toys, bric-a-brac, household
and vintage items are available.

Business hours are Tuesday

through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Proceeds from the Service League’s
Thrift Shop and Consignment Shop
are donated to local charities.

The league also provides dispatch-
ers to the Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad and drivers for Mobile
Meals of Westfield.

For more information, please call
the Thrift Shop at (908) 233-2530.

We’ll listen and help
you with that problem
you thought you had
no answer to at all.

CONTACT®

We Care, Inc.

908-232-2880
A member of The United Way.

CONTACT USA and Life Line International

More
Community

News on Page 18
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FLYNN WILL LEAD THE CHARGE

Youth, Talent Define
Blue Devils Baseball
By MATTHEW J. SEAGULL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last season, the Westfield High
School baseball team had an im-
pressive record of 16-8. However,
only three seniors have returned
this season: third baseman Randy
Majocha, infielder and pitcher Os-
car Perez, and Captain/catcher
Brian Flynn.

This leaves this year’s team young
and inexperienced at the varsity base-
ball level, but Coach Bob Brewster
seems optimistic. “I remember only
one other time in my 18-year coach-
ing career where I had such a young
team like this. They had predicted
that we win only eight games that
year. We won 20.”

If Coach Brewster wants to win
20 games this year, he will have to do
it with a team that includes three or
four starting sophomores. Jay Cook
and Jimmy McKeon will both pitch
and play outfield, Blair Richardson
will play first base and Brett Picaro
will pitch and play infield.

Coach Brewster knows that a lot
of pressure will be put on these four.
“It’s a different experience at the
varsity level. You get your name in
the paper, and you get criticized. I
know Cook and McKeon have
played varsity football and basket-
ball, but guys like Brett and Blair
will have a lot of pressure put on
them this season.”

Anchoring the infield is junior
Ryan MacDonald at shortstop. “Even
though we’re inexperienced, we have
a great chance to do well this season.
Hopefully the younger players can
come through and produce for us,”
says MacDonald.

Rounding out the Westfield team
are seniors Chris Keenoy, Warren
Wendell and Rob Roguso and jun-
iors Nick Geissler, Mike Duelks, Paul
Johnston, and Greg Odachowski.

Providing a good example for

this youthful squad will be Flynn
who demonstrated remarkable ver-
satility with the “metal stick” as well
as having been one of the county’s
best defensive catchers. Superb at
hitting with power to the opposite
field as well as pulling the ball down

DISTANCE TEAM, 4X800 RELAY WILL BE DOMIN ANT

Lady Blue Devils Outlook Is
Good for Strong Track Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh on the minds of the West-
field High School girls track and
field team is the desire to defend its
Union County Relays title and to
recapture the Watchung Conference
title. To go with their perennially
dominant distance running core, the
Blue Devils have added depth in
nearly every aspect of their team.

Last year, the Blue Devil girls
captured first in the Union County
Relays, then placed second in the
Union County Individuals and were
stunned by Scotch Plains-Fanwood
for the Watchung Conference title.
The lack of depth in the field events
played a major role in their two
second-place finishes.

Heading up the Blue Devils as team
Co-Captains will be seniors Heather
Dennis and Stefanie Bistak. Dennis
specialized in the 400 and 800 meters,
high jump, long jump and the 400
hurdles last year while Bistak special-
ized in the 100 and intermediate
hurdles and the 200 meters.

Seniors Maura McMahon and
Adrienne Blauvelt and junior Alexis
Anzelone teamed with Dennis to
mold a very competent 4x800 relay.

Describing the strength of the
middle distance team, Dennis pointed
out, “We qualified for the Penn Re-
lays during our winter season in the
4x800 and our time so far this season
is almost a minute faster than this
time last year.”

Very solid in their distance events
– 1,600 and 3,200, the Blue Devils

will be dominant in the county.
Anzelone, McMahon, Rachel
Ackerman and Amy Sabala appear
to be the primary distance competi-
tors within a dense, talent rich group.

However, because of their great
depth, “Our distance teams have been
broken up into three groups and they
are literally right up on top of each
other,” stressed Dennis.

According to Dennis junior Susan
Hinds, who has been strong in the
100 meters, shuttle hurdle relay and
100 hurdles, will add the 400 meters
and the long jump to her repertoire.

Despite the graduation of Julie
Elmuccio, who excelled in the long
jump, the depth in the field events
seems to be thickening. Along with
Dennis, juniors Patty Oslislo and
Nicole Herttua will be competing in
the high jump. But the shot put,
discus and javelin events have been
evolving.

“We have some good juniors in the
field areas,” pointed out Blue Devil
Head Coach Nancy Carpenter. “Liz
Sweeney in the shot and Dana Grau
in the javelin (both juniors) are going

FEIGHNER IS IN SIGHT OF TWO SCHOOL RECORDS

Lady Raiders Return Strong,
Rosy Track and Field Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Losing only two seniors in Stacy
Bushinger and Erin Brandt to gradu-
ation, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls track and field
team has a rosy outlook. Not bad!
Especially since the Raider girls
pulled out a rare and stunning vic-
tory over Westfield to capture the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title last year.

Senior Co-Captains Katie Feighner
and Christine Hillman along with
junior Ruth Ruhrer offer plenty of
strength and depth in the field events.

“She (Hillman) jumped 5’2” in-
doors this year,” pointed out Raider
Head Coach Bill Klimas. “And has
thrown a little over 34 feet in the
shot. And, Katie made it to the Meet

of Champions last year in the javelin
and Ruth was the Watchung Confer-
ence discus champion. So we have a
pretty good nucleus with those three.”

Klimas added, “I guess that we
have the most depth in the weight
events. Those girls are working very
hard and have spent time in the weight
room in the winter. I would say that
we would match up with just about
anybody around in terms of quality.”

Feighner shows much promise of
qualifying for the states once again
in the javelin and possibly in the
shot.

“Katie could be approaching 40
feet in the shot this year, maybe even
passing 40 feet. The school record is
certainly in sight for her,” expressed
Klimas. “We are also hoping that she
can surpass Annie Keegan’s record

of 110 feet in the javelin.”
Junior Erin Kelly heads the list in

the middle to long distance girls and
is a strong candidate to capture the
1,600 meters in the conference and
in the counties. Last year, Kelly
placed second in both just behind
Westfield’s Megan Shutts who has
since graduated.

“Erin is pretty versatile. She can
do anywhere from the 400 up to two
miles

Junior Kate Bereznak will be strong
in the 400 hurdles and mile relay and
sophomore Jayme Ferraro, who was
a medal winner in the 400 hurdles at
the sectionals, looks strong. Junior
Brittany Bellizeare, also a medal
winner at the sectionals in the sprint-
ing events, and sophomore Jill

JONES, ABERDEEN, GRABEL EXPECTED TO EXCEL

Raider Runners Will Accept
Larger Load in Boys Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Notoriously powerful in the field
events for many years, this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys track and field team has shifted
somewhat in its power structure. Now,
Raider Head Coach Rich McGriff
will rely more on his sprinters and
distance runners.

In the past five years, the Raiders
dominated the area, winning five-
straight Watchung Conference titles
and three-straight Union County titles
then touched it all off by capturing the
Section 2, Group 3 crown last year.

Three years ago, the Raiders ruled
the pole vault and were led by Chris
LaCosta who soared 14’7”. Two years
ago, they dominated in the high jump
with the likes of Carl Jennings, Adam
Bowser and Blair Woodward. Last
year, Woodward and Nathan Jones,

now a senior, excelled in the long
jump and Dan Loomis, now a senior,
Jim Feeley and Scott Paterson con-
trolled the shot put events.

True, the Raiders also had some
great sprinters and a fine distance
runner in James Canterbury to add to
their dominance but, this season, most
of the field events appear somewhat
shallow comparatively speaking.
However, there will be at least one
strong high jumper in junior Derrion
Aberdeen, who has cleared 6’4”, and
three very adequate pole vaulters in
seniors Mike Grabel, Nick Cahill
and Steve Cole.

“Last year, we had (Derrion) Aber-
deen who went to the Meet of Cham-
pions for the high jump,” pointed out
McGriff. “So he will be strong. But
we are a little inexperienced in the
field events, so we will work a little
harder there. And with most of our

superstars gone from the hurdles, we
may be a little light there.”

Loomis, who was the county’s lead-
ing shot putter and has launched the
metal ball 58 feet, is still mending
from a broken hand and may miss the
entire season.

“We are looking a little light in the
weight events with the injury to
Loomis but we have some seniors
who will step it up and do well
there,” revealed McGriff.

But the major point accumulator
will be Jones, who excelled in the
long jump, 400-hurdles and sprint
events.

“Nathan was our MVP in winter
track,” said McGriff. “He’s a great
hurdler, a great sprinter and a long
jumper of course. I think that he will
score on the state level.”

Jones has surpassed 22 feet in the
long jump last year and plans even
greater leaps this year.

“This year, I am hoping to be in the
high 22’s or low 23’s,” said Jones. “I
have to be within the top-five in the
state. I know that there are some
strong jumpers but I feel that I can be
in contention.”

Last year, Jones surprised himself
by doing quite well in the 400 hurdles.

“That was a new event for me last
year and it turned out to be pretty
successful for me,” said Jones. “I got
my time down to around 55 (sec-
onds). That got me to the state meet
but I didn’t qualify there. I missed
out by one place.”

Grabel will lead the pole vault crew,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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AUGENSTEIN, DIXON, RAY TO LEAD

Devil Trackmen Offer
Balance, More Depth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Tri-Captains Seth
Augenstein, Chris Dixon and Josh
Ray have a very optimistic outlook
for the Westfield High School boys
track and field team this season.

“We are more balanced and much
stronger this year,” they echoed.

Ray, who specialized in the pole
vault and cleared 12 feet last year,
expressed optimism about his chances
and the Blue Devils’ field athletes.

“I want to get at least 13 feet this
year, get first in the county individu-
als and in the relays,” said Ray. “And,
we have (senior) Nick Tidwell who
cleared 11 feet who will give us a

good (pole vault) relay.”
In addition to the pole vault, Ray

will be competing in the javelin,
along with Augenstein, which will
add balance.

Also, “Our discus team looks pretty
good this year with (seniors) Kantu
Barr and Mark Gordon,” pointed out
Ray. “I believe we can get some
points from them.”

Presently, the field for the high
jump and long jump events appears
to be a little thin but junior Ed Harry,
who leaped more than 19 feet last
year, could add some strength in the
long jump.

An area which has been making

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEVIL TRACK TRI-CAPTAINS…Chris Dixon, left, Seth Augenstein, center,
and Josh Ray have been named as the Blue Devils’ team captains. The Blue
Devils expect good balance in their team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVIL CAPTAIN…Senior catcher Brian Flynn has been named Blue
Devils team captain. Expect plenty of offensive clout coming from the bat of Flynn.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times (Files)
EXCELLENT ‘PAC’ OF DEVILS… Maura McMahon, front, and Alexis
Anzelone, left, will lead an excellent ‘pac’ of Devils in the distance events.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times (Files)
HIGH-FLYING RAIDER…Nathan Jones soars
through the air in the long jump event.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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DEVILS RETURN ALL BUT 1 STARTER

Lady Devil Laxers Are
Experienced, Athletic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First year Westfield High School
girls lacrosse Head Coach Lynne
Steuerle, a graduate of Swarthmore
College in Pennsylvania, seems to
have inherited an experienced and
athletic squad.

“Overall, this is a very well-coached
group of girls. I definitely give praise
to all of the coaches these girls have
had. They are a group of girls who
very much want to be involved in the
sport. They participate in fund-rais-
ing along with their parents.”

All of the Blue Devils’ midfielders
and line defense along with two of
the three home offensive players have
returned as well as their goalie. Se-
niors Donna Schaller (point), Aubrey
McGovern (third man) and Julia
Gates (center) have been selected as
team captains.

“Skill levelwise, we are very lucky.
We only lost one senior to graduation,”
said Steuerle. “Julia is our strong
midfielder and we have two very strong
defenders in Aubrey and Donna.”

Senior Libby Schundler returns as
the Blue Devils’ last line of defense
at goalie.

“She is an excellent goalie and she
has been working very hard. We are
lucky in that our assistant varsity
coach (Ida Fiumefreddo) was also a
goalie for some time herself,” pointed
out Steuerle.

Immediately assisting Schundler
defensively are Schaller, McGovern
and senior Lauren Mattes. Defensive
wings junior Julie Phelan and senior
Julie Cleaves will head up the
midfield with Gates.

Offensively, attack wings junior
Jenny Korecki and sophomore Mor-

gan Lang will team with senior homes
Marina Powell, Rosie Hely and
Kristen Salmond to terrorize the op-
positions’ goals.

Considering the Blue Devils’
strengths, Steuerle said, “We are very
lucky because we have such athleti-
cally talented women. The girls were
given a workout to do for about four
to five weeks before the season and
they all came back in great shape.
They can run up and down the field.
We have a pretty fast team as well.
Also, overall, our skill level is pretty
high. We have a lot of girls who can
play their strong side as well as their
weak side.

As to a possible weakness, Steuerle
said, “Our ground ball play is our
weakest point. So, we will be work-
ing on that.”

This year, a new restraining line,
which permits just seven offensive
players to penetrate its boundary, has
been added. Including the goalie, the
defense is only allowed eight girls
within the line.

“It will probably make the scoring
slightly higher because it opens up the
field and helps visually,” suggested
Steuerle. “But, I think that it really
won’t change the game that much.”

Last year, the Blue Devils qualified
for the states for the first time. “As a
team, the girls would really like to
make states again and go further than
they did last year,” expressed Steuerle.
“As coaches, it is to have a winning
season and to make sure that our girls
have fun and are free of injuries. Also
that especially the new girls will im-
prove their skills.”

The Blue Devil girls open their
season by hosting Blair at Tamaques
Park in Westfield on April 5.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-12492-99.

FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION, PLAINTIFF vs. DORIS
TURLIK, HER HEIRS, DIVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 15, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 26TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is NINTY THOU-
SAND NINE-HUNDRED FORTY FIVE &
29/100 ($90,945.29).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT NO. 139, BLOCK NO. 4.
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 740 BAYWAY

AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07202.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
25.00 feet wide by 200.00 feet long.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
SOUTHWESTERLY side of BAY WAY,
426.00 feet from the SOUTHEASTERLY
side of GRIER AVENUE.

There is due approximately the sum of
NINTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED FIFTY TWO & 29/100 ($94,752.29)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & KREISMAN, Attorneys
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-755129 (WL)
4 T -  3/30, 4/6,
4/13 & 4/20/00 Fee: $181.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-11056-99.

COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.
PLAINTIFF vs. WILLIAM P. BARBA AND
MILUSKA BARBA, HIS WIFE, ET ALS,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 11, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN THOUSAND TWO-HUN-
DRED SEVENTY FIVE & 32/100
($117,275.32).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 551 Grier Av-
enue, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No. 4,
Lot No. 742.

The dimensions are 40 feet wide by 200
feet long.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the west-
erly line of Grier Avenue, 162.92 feet from
the northerly line of Summer Street.

Prior lien(s): Subject to unpaid taxes and
municipal liens. Amount due will be an-
nounced at the Sheriff’s Sale or is available
upon written request to plaintiff’s attorneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR
THOSAND TWO-HUNDRED FOUR & 05/
100 ($124,204.05) together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, NORGAARD &
KAPNICK, Attorneys
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-755110 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $197.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18783-97.

LEADER FEDERAL BANK FOR SAV-
INGS, PLAINTIFF vs. NORMA L. ASH A/K/
A NORMA ASH; BEAL BANK, S.S.B.; ET
AL, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 21, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is FORTY THREE
THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED SEVENTY
SIX & 13/100 ($43,576.13).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 914-916 FLORA
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07201.

Tax Lot No. 700 in Block No. 8.
Dimensions of Lot are (Approximately)

37.50 feet wide by 100.00 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the

SOUTHWESTERLY side of FLORA
STREET, 162.50 feet from the NORTH-
WESTERLY side of HENRY STREET.

There is due approximately the sum of
FORTY NINE THOUSAND TWO-HUN-
DRED TWENTY THREE & 66/100
($49,223.66) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & KREISMAN, Attorneys
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-754568 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-8543-98.

THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK F/K/
A THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, N.A.
F/K/A CHEMICAL BANK NEW JERSEY,
N.A., ET ALS, PLAINTIFF vs. HECTOR
MONTEVERDE, ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MARCH 17, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is NINETY FIVE
THOUSAND TWO & 73/100 ($95,002.73).

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Elizabeth, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 719
Livingston Road, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Ward No. 10, Account No. 1289.
Approximate dimensions: Approximately

50.00 feet wide in front, by 100.00 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated at a point

on the northerly side of Livingston Road,
approximately 225 feet west from the corner
formed by the intersection of said side of
Livingston Road with the westerly side of
Springfield Road.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY & 07/100
($108,130.07) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PRICE, MEESE, SHULMAN &
D’ARMINIO, Attorneys
Cali Corporate Center
50 Tice Boulevard
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey 07675-7664
CH-754451 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3174-97.

THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, F/K/
A THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, N.A.,
ET ALS, PLAINTIFF vs. JOHN R.
HARTWELL AND ARSULA HARTWELL,
HIS WIFE; ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 29, 1997 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is TWENTY TWO
THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED
TWENTY TWO & 80/100 ($22,722.80).

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Elizabeth, County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1011
Fanny Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Tax Lot No. 619, in Block No. 8.
Approximate dimensions: 25 feet wide by

100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated at a point

on the northeasterly side of Fanny Street,
approximately 150 feet northwesterly from
the intersection formed by the northwesterly
side of Route 1 & 9 (a/k/a Spring Street) with
the northeasterly side of Fanny Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWENTY NINE THOUSAND EIGHTY
FIVE & 61/100 ($29,085.61) together with
lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PRICE, MEESE, SHULMAN &
D’ARMINIO, Attorneys
Cali Corporate Center
50 Tice Boulevard
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey 07675-7664
CH-753396 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $187.68

BEKKELMAN SECURES 1ST SINGLES

Raider Netmen Have
Ability, Depth, Parity

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several positions are still up for
grabs, but one thing is for sure with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team. They are
much better than they were last year
and no position is carved in stone yet
although the first two spots may show
some imprints.

“Right now, I have five guys com-
peting for the top-three singles spots,”
pointed out Raider Head Coach Dave
Blackman. “All five are pretty much
equal in ability and our team looks
pretty strong this year.”

However, junior Gennady
Bekkelman appears to be the front
runner for first singles.

“He was injured
and never got
cleared to play on
the team last year
but he’s been beat-
ing everybody so
far. He’s looking
real solid at num-
ber one,” said
Blackman.

last year,” commented Blackman.
Senior Chris Schlegel, who played

first singles last year, could be bat-
tling it out with junior John Corbin
for third singles.

“He’s playing as well as he did last
year, but he’s run into tougher com-
petition this year,” said Blackman of
Schlegel.

Senior Paul Swedlund is locked in
at first doubles and will team with
the loser of the Corbin/Schlegel
match.

“Whichever way that turns out,
that will make our number one
doubles very strong,” expressed
Blackman.

“I have a nice surprise at second
doubles,” said Blackman. “A fresh-

man Josh Sanders has
had a lot of lessons
and has real good
strokes. And his part-
ner will be (junior)
Rob Bugg.”

However three oth-
ers, junior Andrew
Babicz and sopho-
mores Terry Levine
and Jesse Rogowsky
could break into the
lineup.

“We had a nice
team last year with a
15-7 record but
seven losses is a lot
for us,” commented
Blackman. “We usu-
ally can cut that in
half and I expect that
to happen this year.
The interesting part

is that I do not have that superstar
that I have had in the past but my
number one down to my number six
player are all about the same. Our
doubles should be extremely strong.”

With respect to the Raiders’
chances at the Union County Tour-
nament, Blackman said, “I’m ex-
pecting better things just with the
strength of our depth on our team.
There is a chance that I am going to
have guys playing doubles who were
singles players last year. I believe
that we should be fighting for those
top-three spots.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15352-97.

NORWEST MORTGAGE, INC., PLAIN-
TIFF vs. PAUL ANDREW CZACHOR, ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 01, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $193,241.39.
Property to be sold is located in the City of

Elizabeth, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 143 Elm
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208.

BEING KNOWN as Lot No. 391, Block
No. 13 on the official Tax Map of the City
of Elizabeth.

Dimensions: (approximately) 40.03 feet x
3.50 feet x 167.99 feet x 77.89 feet x 159.09
feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Chilton Street.
There is due approximately the sum of

$202,366.39 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, Attorneys
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-755088 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $ 161.16

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-10649-99.

CHASE MORTGAGE COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF vs. WAGNER O. ASSIS &
MRS. WAGNER O. ASSIS, HIS WIFE ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 27, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $205,612.45.
The property to be sold is located in the

CITY OF ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 640-642
ADAMS AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07201.

TAX LOT NO.: 52 BLOCK NO.: 12.
Dimensions of the Lot are (approximately)

50 feet wide by 142.95 feet long.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Situated

on the northwesterly side of Adams Avenue,
distant 254.42 feet from the southwesterly
side of Louisa Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
$221,759.93 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PETILLO & STERN, Attorneys
Suite 300
1170 Route 2E East
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807-2926
CH-755094 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-4502-99.

INVESTORS SAVINGS BANK, A NEW
JERSEY BANKING ASSOCIATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. DANIEL CRUZ; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; COUNTY OF MORRIS;
ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 1999 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 5TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at two
o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $146,373.16.
The property to be sold is located in the

City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known 872 Kilsyth Road,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No.
544, Lot No. 11.

The dimensions are 40 feet wide by 122.50
feet long.

Nearest cross street: Durant Street.
Prior lien(s): NONE.
There is due approximately the sum of

$157,938.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, NORGAARD &
KAPNICK, Attorneys
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-755082 (WL)
4 T - 3/9, 3/16,
3/23 & 3/30/00 Fee: $171.36

FLEDER, KAHN NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Depth, Talent Make Up
Blue Devil Tennis Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There are some problems with the
Westfield High School boys tennis
team this year. But, they are good
problems!

“We have real quality. We go down
about nine deep and we can only play
seven,” said Head Coach George
Kapner. “So, that’s a pretty good
thing. Although it will be tough on
our seniors because two or three of
the underclassmen have been play-
ing really well and we have seven
seniors. So, there’s not enough room
for all of the seniors.”

Last year, with not quite as much

depth, the Blue Devils finished with
a 20-4 record, losing three times to
highly-ranked Millburn. Also, Sum-
mit had an exceptional team and
snatched the Union County title away
from the Blue Devils, out-pointing
them, 88-80.

This season, according to Kapner,
“Summit’s best player has moved to
New Providence. So, now New Provi-
dence and Summit are formidable
and it will be interesting to see how
that mix works with three teams fight-
ing it out.”

Kapner added, “It was very, very
close. In most years, we would have

won the counties. But, I have to hand
it to them. Summit was a great team
and they beat us head-to-head in a
couple of places,” although West-
field defeated Summit head-to-head
at first and second doubles in the
UCT finals.

Senior Co-Captain Sam Fleder,
who at first singles finished with an
18-8 record and placed third in the
Union County Tournament, will re-
main at that position. The other Co-
Captain, senior Brett Kahn, who
teamed with Ryan Buntain at first
doubles last year to capture first at
the UCT and to finish with an 18-5
record, is in the hunt for the second

or third singles spot. Presently, se-
nior Ryan Jones and sophomore Grif-
fin Maloney are vying with Kahn for
the spot.

The doubles teams were to be de-
termined by early this week but in
the hunt for the positions will be: the
loser of the playoff for singles posi-
tion, seniors Buntain, Adam
Brundage, Grant McLaughlin, Will
Cashman and Josh Warren, and jun-
iors Peter and Allen Yu.

“It’s going to be a difficult deci-
sion on my part,” said Kapner. “But,
it’s going to be a good difficult deci-
sion.”

As to team objectives, “We lost in
the counties for the first time in a
long time, so our goals are to win the
counties and the sections and then
win the states,” stressed Kapner.

The Blue Devils open with
Montville on April 3 in Westfield
and will have the week filled with
stiff competition, traveling to
Holmdel, Bridgewater and Summit
on April 4, 6 and 7, respectively.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.

having cleared 13 feet and just miss-
ing 13’6” at the county tournament.

“He should be a very strong pole
vaulter for us and I believe that he
can also score on the state level,”
commented McGriff.

Senior Co-Captain Nick Klastava
and sophomore Bob Wallden will
give much added punch to the one-
mile and two-mile events. Seniors
Jamil Coles, Anthony Cary and Jus-
tin Green and sophomore newcomer
Ray Williams have looked good in
the sprint events.

“Williams just transferred in from
JFK (Iselin) and made the Meet of
Champions in Group 2 in the 200
meters last year.”

Sizing up his team’s strengths,
McGriff said, “We will be strong in
the sprints and in the distance this
year. Our field events will still be
strong but I think that this is one of
the better teams that we have had on
the track.”

Aware of the ever-increasing com-
petition in the Watchung Confer-
ence, McGriff commented, “In the
conference, even though Cranford
and Westfield are definitely getting
stronger, I think that it is going to
come down to Linden and us. We
expect to win it but we still must
perform. It will be a little tougher
this year because the other teams are
matching up better with us.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ENDURANCE AND SPEED…Raider Co-Captains Nick Klastava, left, and
Nathan Jones look to amass many team points for the boys track and field team
this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEVIL NETMEN CO-CAPTAINS…Seniors Sam Fleder, left, and Brett Kahn
hope to help the Blue Devils recapture the Union County tennis title.

GIRLS LAX TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Aubrey McGovern, left, Julia Gates,
center, and Donna Schaller will lead the Blue Devils girls lacrosse team into an
exciting and successful season.

Team Captain Shawn Lafkowitz

Senior Shawn Lafkowitz has im-
proved greatly since last year and
may fill the second singles spot.

“He has shown tremendous im-
provement from number two doubles
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Youth, Talent Spells

Blue Devil Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Lady Blue Devils Outlook Is
Good for Strong Track Year

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Lady Raiders Return Strong,
Rosy Track and Field Team

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

good strides, however, is the sprint-
ing events. Augenstein and Dixon
will be strong in the 100, 200, and
400-meter events. And a huge asset
will be senior speedster Chris
Giacone who will join Dixon,
Augenstein and either Adam Walker
or Ryan Burke in the 4x100.

“I figure that we can really put
together a good 4x100 relay this year,”
said Augenstein. “I believe that we
can even challenge for counties and
even run with Plainfield this year.”

Augenstein also feels that their 4x200
relay, consisting of the same personnel
as in the 4x100, will be good this year
and especially the 4x400.

Seniors Tim Flannery, Matt
Manahan, Mike Sanocki and Jason
Dreyer look to add solidarity in the
middle distance events. Juniors Matt
Borchin and Sam Sobel look quite
impressive in the distance events.

“Our whole 4x800 looks pretty
strong,” commented Dixon. “And
Borchin and Sobel are real strong,
real strong in the distance events.”

Dixon added, “This year, we have
a real strong field team which will
help us out in the long run. Last year,
we got most of our points in the
running events. This year we will
have a lot of contributors. We have a
lot of potential for the long jump and
we have a lot of good sophomores
out who will help build a strong
foundation.”

The Blue Devils will compete at
the Kearny Relays on April 1 then
will open their regular season with
Cranford in Westfield on April 4.

Blue Devils Have

Track Balance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Koscielecki in the 400 meters will
add strength.

“She ran well for us indoors this
winter,” said Klimas of Koscielecki.
“She ran a sub-60 seconds 400 run-
ner at the end of last year on our
relay. We are looking for her to step
up.”

Junior Alyssa Sams is expected to
compete in the javelin, high jump
and the hurdles.

“She will probably be running in
everything up to the 800,” said
Klimas. “And that gives us a little
more versatility in filling in some
spots where Erin Brandt left off last
year.”

Freshman Stephanie Heath is also

expected to add some depth.
“She’s going to add quite a bit to

what we have. She looks really, re-
ally good in her workouts,” said
Klimas.

“All along, it looks pretty good
although we have some holes in the
depth chart,” expressed Klimas. “But
we just hope that we can match up
with our strengths against the other
schools to overcome some of our
own gaps. We are going to come up
against some stiff opposition. There
are no gimmes!”

HANSEN, CANTAGALLOS PROVIDE THE ‘THUNDER’

Highlander Baseballers Have
Sights on Repeating at States

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Governor Livingston Highlander
baseball head coach Bill Howard,
entering into his 21st year at the
helm, is looking forward to opening
day April 1 with optimism and ex-
citement. The 1999 NJSIAA/First
Union State Champions are return-
ing six starting players this year plac-
ing them in a good position to repeat.

Joining Howard as assistant coach
this year is Pete Gorski. Last year’s
assistant coach Chris Roof, who
served three years “On the Hill,” has
moved on to Millburn High School
as their skipper.

Howard is very enthused having
Gorski with him because he, like
Roof, was one of several top players
for him during the same era. He
brings a wealth of knowledge and
familiarity with the current players
whom have a great deal of respect for

him. Therefore the transition is an
exiting one and a good choice for
Highlander baseball.

Returning starters include seniors
catcher Eric Cantagallo and twin
brother Mark at shortstop and senior
Jason Guidicipietro and junior Rob
Findlay in the outfield. Senior slug-
ger “Hammering” Hank Hansen will
play first base and junior third
baseman Dan Bussiculo should be
the number-one pitcher.

Senior Mike Farrell and junior
Dominick Allario should also vie for
the third-base position. Farrell could
also battle for the second-base posi-
tion with Frank Cavallo. The vacant

Door Boy
Governor Livingston High School

March 2000
Scholar Athletic Award

Senior – Highlander wrestling team. Tim was
one of the priemier 160-lb. wrestlers in the
state. This year, he placed first at the Rahway
Invitational, was the Most Outstanding Wrestler
of the Union County Tournament,  placed first
in District 12 and in Region 3, then went on to
place sixth at the NJSIAA State Tournament.
Tim is an honor student and was selected as a
“Student Outreach” Leader. He has

demonstrated commitment, determination and reliability in all aspects of life.

Tim Marcantonio
PRESENTED TO

The monthly Athletic Award is presented to the individual demonstrating outstanding
leadership qualities. Selection is made by an independent leadership committee.

Sponsored by:

Door Boy OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS

676 Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights • (908) 464-1440

outfield position is yet to be deter-
mined.

Speed and aggressiveness on the
base paths will once again be a plus
for the Highlanders, starting with
Guidicipitro, the probable lead-off
hitter followed by Cavallo. Findlay
may also add the speed required for
the power hitters. The additional
bonus will be “smart base running”.

Pitching is still questionable, with
graduation taking talented pitchers
Bobby Phillips (2.48 ERA), Derrick
Whritenoar and Terence Reilly. The
Highlanders top three spots will in-
clude the right-handed Bussiculo,

the impressive junior left-hander
Andrew Gropper, Guidicipietro and
Farrell. Hansen will be called upon
in the closer role to put out late
inning flames.

Heavy guns will be both
Cantagallos and especially Hansen,
who bashed seven home runs last
year, will be batting cleanup. Other
primary offensive weapons will be
Guidicipietro, Findlay and Cavallo.
Rest assured, the Highlander artil-
lery will be a fun to watch.

Leadership will come by way of
the Cantagallo boys. “As juniors,
they demonstrated quality leadership
for us last year and were part of the
winning formula that earned us the
championship,” said Howard.

Entering the season as returning
state champions, and the pressures it
may present, coach Howard com-
mented, “I don’t view it as pressure.
They are playing the game. My job is
to build a team with good character
and to prepare and teach them the
best I can to win a state champion-
ship, you must catch several breaks.
Last year we got those breaks. We
played excellent, but teams were
knocking other teams off. It put us in
excellent position.”

Howard added, “We were able to
use our pitching ace, Bobby Phillips
in every game, which is highly un-
usual. When building a comfortable
lead, we were able to take him, rest
him, so we could use him in upcom-
ing games. Things worked out rather
well for us last season. I feel our
attitude this year will be a carry
over. We played loose and with lots
of confidence. We’re excited and
are looking forward to an excellent
season.”

The question Highlander fans may
be asking themselves. “Will they
repeat?” Coach Howard and his team
believes they will with class and
character. Last year’s experience will
help eliminate some of the pressures,
however, the Highlanders need to
perform on the field and have the
pitchers that are able to throw strikes.

to be fine. So we are going to be a
good, balanced team.”

But how do the Blue Devils look in
the shorter distances?

“Things are looking pretty good
because we really didn’t lose any-
body last year,” pointed out Bistak.
“We still have Sue (Hinds), (junior)
Crystal Dixon and (sophomore)
Christine Peccoraro.”

According to Carpenter, “Our se-
nior distance runners will be carry-

ing the load. We have the depth that
we need in the distance, and in the
sprinting, we are just trying to de-
velop every aspect of the team. If we
are going to be weak anywhere (with
reference to Union County status), it
may be in 100 and 200 meters. But it
won’t be bad because it is develop-
ing. When we go against Plainfield
or Elizabeth, it’s tough.”

Also, “We have good hurdlers but
we don’t have four of them like Scotch
Plains does. They have a lot of depth
there,” commented Carpenter.

“My outlook is very bright. I think
that we are going to do very well,”
said a pleased Carpenter. “We will
have a good shot at defending our
title at the Spring Relays. I want us to
go out there and have a good time but
I would also like us to win the confer-
ence.”

The Blue Devils kick off their regu-
lar season schedule by hosting Cran-
ford on April 4.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-10223-99.

OCWEN FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.,
PLAINTIFF vs. MARVIN HORN AND MRS.
MARVIN HORN, HIS WIFE, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 27, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 5TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at two
o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $54,232.27.
The property to be sold is located in the

CITY OF ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07208, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1012 CROSS AV-
ENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208
a/k/a 1012-1014 CROSS AVENUE.

Tax Lot No. 250 in Block No. 11
Dimension of Lot: approximately 37.50

feet wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Garfield Place.
Situated at a point on the westerly sideline

of Cross Avenue at its intersection with the
southerly sideline of Garfield Place.

There is due approximately the sum of
$57,812.96 together with lawful interest and
costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD,
Attorneys
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755079 (WL)
4 T - 3/9, 3/16,
3/23 & 3/30/00 Fee: $173.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15210-99.

FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION, PLAINTIFF vs. BETTY
W. MCCLAIN AKA BETTY MCCLAIN,
BETTY WILLIAMSON ET ALS, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 12, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $90,833.17.
The property to be sold is located in the

CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT ACCOUNT No. 1456 BLOCK
WARD NO. 8.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 935 OLIVE
STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
07201.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
25.00 feet wide by 100.00 feet long.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
NORTHERLY side of OLIVE STREET.

There is due approximately the sum of
$95,342.29 together with lawful interest and
costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & KREISMAN, Attorneys
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-755106 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-14868-99.

FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION, PLAINTIFF vs. DELMAR
SANTOS A/K/A DELMAR N. SANTOS
AND IDALIA M. SANTOS ET ALS, DE-
FENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 02, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is SIXTY ONE
THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED THIRTY
NINE & 73/100 ($61,939.73).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT ACCT. NO. 934 C-3C BLOCK
WARD 2.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 5864 SOUTH
SECOND STREET, #3-C, ELIZABETH,
NEW JERSEY 07206.

There is due approximately the sum of
SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT-HUN-
DRED TWENTY TWO & 36/100
($65,822.36) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & KREISMAN, Attorneys
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-755120 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $169.32

the right field line, the left-handed
batter amassed a .415 batting aver-
age last year, with two home runs,
one triple and six doubles.

Commenting on the team’s
youth, Flynn said, “We’re a young
team, but we’re very good. If we all
play to our potential, we could be
one of the best teams in the past four
years since we won the County
Championships in 1997.”

A key loss this season is junior
pitcher and infielder Dave King, who
is out for the season with problems in
his throwing shoulder.

In a six-inning scrimmage against
Brearley on March 15, the young
Blue Devils performed very well,
but the real test will come on opening
day – April 1 – when they will be
hosted by a highly-improved Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15729-99.

NORWEST MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION, PLAINTIFF vs. ISBEL ROSADO,
ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 16, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 26TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is EIGHTY FIVE
THOUSAND NINE & 65/100 ($85,009.65).

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Elizabeth, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 649 Eliza-
beth Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey
07201.

BEING KNOWN as Lot No. 333, Block
No. 7 on the official Tax Map of the City
of Elizabeth.

Dimensions: (approximately) 100 feet x
25 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Seventh Street.
There is due approximately the sum of

NINTY THOUSAND EIGHT-HUNDRED
FORTY FIVE & 04/100 ($90,845.04) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, Attorneys
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-755128 (WL)
4 T -  3/30, 4/6,
4/13 & 4/20/00 Fee: $179.52

Three Locals Make
All-County Bowling

Westfield High School freshmen
Chris Marotta and Matt Rothstein
were selected to the Star Ledger
All-Union County Boys Bowling
second team and third team, re-
spectively. Union Catholic High
School senior J. T. Wilkinson was
named to the third team.

Devils, Raiders Rule
All-UC Girls Track
Five Westfield High School ath-

letes and a relay team and three
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School athletes along with one
Governor Livingston athlete and a
relay team have been named to the
Star Ledger All-Union County Girls
Indoor Track and Field Team. The
Blue Devils edged the Raiders for
top honors as Team of the Year.

Blue Devils Maura McMahon
and Alexis Anzelone were named
to the first team for their efforts in
the 3,200 and 1,600-meters, respec-
tively. Heather Dennis made the
second team in the 400-meters and
Kyle Legones and Rachel
Ackerman made the third team in
the 1,600 and 3,200-meters, respec-
tively. Named to the third team,
was the Blue Devil 4x400 relay
foursome.

Raiders Erin Kelly in the 800-
meters and Christina Hillman in
the shot put were named to the
second team and Jill Koscielecki in
the 400-meters made the third team.
Raider Head Coach Bill Klimas
was named Coach of the Year. High-
lander Dana McCurdy headed a
4x400 foursome which was named
to the first team. Additionally, she
was selected to the second team in
the high hurdles.

Four Locals Named
All-UC Boys Track
Four local athletes were selected

to the Star Ledger All-Union
County Boys Indoor Track Team.
Westfield High School distance
runner Matt Borchin was named to
the second team for his efforts in
the 3,200-meters and Governor
Livingston Highlander Hank
Hansen was named in the shot put.
Nathan Jones and Darrion Aber-
deen of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School were named to the
third team in the 55-meters and
high jump, respectively.

Files of The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DOWN TO EARTH…Raider track
and field athlete Christina Hillman
comes down to earth after leaping in
the long jump.

Frred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HIGHLANDER THUNDER CREW…Expect plenty of offensive punch from
the Highlander sluggers this season. Pictured, left to right, are: Jason
Guidicipietro, Eric Cantagallo, Head Coach Bill Howard, Mark Cantagallo and
Hank Hansen.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
LEADING THE FIELD…Raider Co-Captains Katie Feighner, left, and Chris-
tina Hillman pose an awesome threat in the field events and will accumulate
plenty of team points.

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2000 Mini Camp
at

Park Middle School Fields
Scotch Plains

April 25-27 • 9:00-1:00

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

(908) 322-6102

3 Days of ball control, shooting
& combination play

“Tactics and Techniques”

Soccer
Kids

Classes for Preschoolers
Starts Friday, April 14 in Westfield
To Reserve a Place This Spring

Call McLoughlin Soccer At:
(908) 766-6675
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Local Boy Gymnasts Rule
NJ State Championship

Surgent’s Elite Boys Gymnastics
Team took the First Place Team Trophy
for Class I, II, and III on March 19 at the
New Jersey State Gymnastics Cham-
pionships in Clifton. Zach Hanson-
Hart, a senior at Westfield High School,
scored a first place on Vault, while
team members racked-up first, second,
and third in just about every event to
assure first place for the Class I Team.

The Class II Team was equally suc-
cessful as a team of Surgent’s, red,
white and blue uniforms dominated the
winner’s platform. John Sawicki, a sev-
enth grade student at Westfield’s Edison
Intermediate School, led the Class III
team with a first place win on Still
Rings. Mark Boyle, a seventh grade
student at Westfield’s Roosevelt School,
placed third on Pommel Horse.

The Class I, II and III Team is made
up of 23 Gymnasts from all over New
Jersey and Staten Island. The state meet
was the qualifier for a Regional Meet,

which will be held on Friday and Satur-
day, April 7, 8, in Albany, N.Y.

All 23 local gymnasts qualified for
the Regional competition. Those gym-
nasts who qualify at the regional meet
in Albany will head for Austin, Tex. for
the finals.

Little Devils Place
Four in Mat States

The Westfield Little Devils placed
four of their six wrestlers in the New
Jersey State Competition this past week-
end. Brandon Rolnick, 70 lb. Bantam
from McKinley School placed fifth. Nick
Delpopolo, 90 lb. Midget from
McKinley, grabbed fourth place. Mike
McCrea, 95 lb. Midget, placed sixth.
Brenden Cylne, 133 lb. Junior took eighth
place.

Coaches Al Rabinowitz and Ralph
Sorrentino were working overtime and
the wrestlers were training five days a
week to prepare. “Westfield has not
placed this many wrestlers in the State’s
in many years, and we have a lot of new
kids with talent coming up from the in
town league,” said Rabinowitz.

“We hope this is a start to putting
Westfield back on the map as the great
wrestling town it once had the reputation
for being. The in town league feeds the
traveling league, which in turn feeds the
junior high, which eventually makes or
breaks the high school team. We want to
bring as many kids as we can to this
level,” said Sorrentino.

SP-F Soccer Sideliners Stop
South Brunswick Nova, 4-3

The Sideliners of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Intercity U9 division notched
their first win of the spring with an
exciting, well-played, 4-3, come from
behind win over the South Brunswick
Nova on March 26.

Thomas Holt got the Sideliners on
the scoreboard early as he tallied two
quick goals. His first coming on an
assist by Angelo Cerimele. But, the
Sideliners seemed to be cruising along
until the Nova flashed back with three
unanswered goals in the second quarter.

The Sideliners caught fire in the sec-
ond half and never let the ball out of
their opponent’s end. Sideliner goalie
Josef Ellis faced only one shot the entire

second half. Brendan McEvoy knotted
the score at three all on an assist from
Lester Nare. Midway through the fourth
quarter, Steven Young combined hustle
and determination as he put the ball past
the Nova goalie for the 4-3 lead.

Greg Bencivengo and Danny Gore
turned in a very solid defensive game.
Throughout the game they were able to
clear the ball out of their end with
booming kicks. Joseph Del Prete kept
constant pressure on the Nova goalie as
he led the Sideliners in shots on goal.
Patrick Clancy, Andrew Smith, Ellis,
Holt and Nare did an outstanding job of
keeping the ball in the Nova territory
and passing to their teammates.

WBA All-Star Game
Basketball Results:

Big Gray 77, Big Red 74

BIG GRAY: Will Cashman 12-0-1-25,
Brian Osborn 3-0-2-8, Brian Kemps 2-1-
0-7, Chris Keenoy 2-0-1-5, Matt
Brinkmann 5-0-0-10, Oscar Perez 1-0-0-
2, Tony Ciullo 4-1-2-13, Matt Morrison 1-
1-2-7

BIG RED:  Steve Surgent 7-0-2-16, Blair
Richardson 5-0-2-12, Mike Nahaczewski
2-1-2-9, Dean Ricca 1-1-0-5, Erik
Schoenemann 11-0-7-29, Mark Gordon
1-0-0-2, Richard Miller 0-0-1-1

Big Gray 21 18 12 26 77
Big Red   8   8 24 34 74

Westfield Defeeters Defeat
SP-F Soccer Jazz, 3-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Jazz girl’s
intercity soccer team began their season
on the short end of a 3-2 score against
their rivals the Westfield Defeeters.

Despite several acrobatic saves by Jazz
goalie Jess McGarry, Westfield broke
ahead to 2-0 lead midway into the first
half. Then Jazz fullback Kristen Henkels
stopped a Westfield rush and passed to
Lindsey Fitzgerald, who then passed to

Briana Falco. From there, Falco threaded
the Westfield needle with a pinpoint pass
to Shannon Hauser on the left wing, who
then ripped a left-footed shot into the left
corner of the net for the score.

The Defeeters scored early in the sec-
ond half to increase their lead to 3-1.
Katie Van Haasteren then ignited a Jazz
attack with a good tackle and sent the
ball to Hallie Mintz, who darted past two
defenders and passed to Loni Kaye on
the left side. Kaye made a perfect chip
shot from 22 yards out which floated
over the Westfield goalie’s head and
into the net.

Holding a razor-thin 3-2 lead West-
field stayed on the attack, but two diving
saves by goalie Lauren Mains kept the
Jazz within striking distance. But de-
spite a final flurry of shots by the Jazz,
Westfield held on to win.

Soccer Typhoons Overwhelm
SP-F United Soccer Boys, 2-0

The SPF United U-10 fell to the
South Brunswick Typhoons in a close
game during their spring opening game.

Out of the gate, Ryan Kreuger led the
United charge with a breakaway and
great pass to Tim Stuart who shot but
was blocked by the Typhoon keeper.
The Typhoons responded but defender
Brendan Kirby cleared the ball from the
United goal. Again, the Typhoons pres-

sured but this time defender Brian
Dougher stole the ball and drove down
the sideline.

Down 0-1 from a penalty kick in the
second quarter, the United resumed the
offensive as Tyler Stanek slammed a
shot at the Typhoon goal but it was
rejected. Evan Aspell ripped an 18-yard
shot that just cleared the crossbar. Jeff
Stuart followed with a big left foot boot
but was blocked by the Typhoon keeper.

During that quarter, United keeper
Jackson Udelsman made a several great
saves as South Brunswick resumed their
offensive. Also, Tommy Sutter launched
a 20-yard shot that bounced off the
crossbar.

Down 0-2 in the second half, Bran-
don Reddington led the United charge,
penetrating the Typhoon defense. Then
Daniel LiVolsi rifled a 15-yard shot that
was blocked. Using skilled footwork,
Taylor Molinaro stole the ball and drove
it down the sideline with an excellent
cross to regain the United offensive.
While the game ended in a loss, the
United had a solid game with a great
second half.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, March 28, 2000, the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF
FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR
IMPROVEMENTS TO
KRAMER MANOR PARK.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF
FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR
THE STUDY OF WATER
COURSES IN THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 4 AND JUNE
25, 2000 IN THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

were duly passed on second and final read-
ing.
1 T – 3/30/00, The Times Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-10191-99.

BANK UNITED, PLAINTIFF vs.
BERNABEL VELEZ ET ALS, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 02, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 26TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWELVE THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED
EIGHTY NINE & 16/100 ($112,289.16).

MUNCIPALITY: City of Elizabeth.
COUNTY & STATE: UNION COUNTY,

NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NUMBER: 436

Redcliffe Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey
07206.

TAX LOT & BLOCK NUMBERS: LOT
NO. 1153, BLOCK NO. 5.

DIMENSIONS: Approximately 60 feet x
100 feet x 44.47 feet x 101.20 feet.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fifth Av-
enue.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND
THREE-HUNDRED TWO & 98/100
($115,302.98) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

HACK, PIRO, O’DAY, MERKLINGER,
WALLACE & MCKENNA, Attorneys
30 Columbia Avenue
P.O. Box 941
Florham Park, New Jersey 07932-0941
CH-755112 (WL)
4 T -  3/30, 4/6,
4/13 & 4/20/00 Fee:$177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-10026-98.

NEW JERSEY HOUSING AND MORT-
GAGE FINANCE AGENCY, PLAINTIFF
vs. MARITZA COLON, ET AL, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 29, 1999 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $146,382.24.
Municipality: Elizabeth.
Street Address: 590 Monroe Avenue.
Tax Lot No.: 10.04.
Tax Block No.: 12.
Approximate dimensions: 40 feet x 150

feet x 40 feet x 150 feet.
Nearest cross street: Fairmont Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of

$156,915.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PLUESE, ETTIN, BECKER &
SALTZMAN, Attorneys
A division of Katz, Ettin, Levine
905 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-755100 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $155.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-16366-98.

AURORA LOAN SERVICES, PLAINTIFF
vs. ADAN MARTINEZ, ET AL, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 12, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $124,369.68.
ALL THAT CERTAIN  land and premises

situate in the City of Elizabeth, County of
Union, and State of New Jersey:

COMMONLY known as 139 Clark Place,
Elizabeth, New Jersey; Also known as Lot
No. 25 & 27, Block No. 7 on the tax map.

There is due approximately the sum of
$139,101.86 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FARR,BURKE,GAMBACORTA &
WRIGHT
Attorneys
211 Benigno Boulevard, Suite 201
P.O. Box 788
Bellmawr, New Jersey, 08099-0788
CH-754562 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $ 146.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-14415-99.

COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.,
PLAINTIFF vs. JOSE M. IRIZARRY, HIS
HEIRS DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTITIVES ET AL, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 16, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 26TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is SIXTY FIVE
THOUSAND NINE-HUNDRED THIR-
TEEN & 54/100 ($65,913.54).

MUNICIPALITY: Elizabeth.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW

JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO.: 248 Magnolia

Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK NO.

703, LOT NO. 2.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 100 feet x 25

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 175 feet

from Third Street.
There is due approximately the sum of

SIXTY EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT-HUN-
DRED SIXTY & 39/100 ($68,860.39) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

WILLIAM M. E. POWERS, JR., Attorney
737 Stokes Road
P.O. Box 1088
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-755113 (WL)
4 T -  3/30, 4/6,
4/13 & 4/20/00 Fee: $175.44

Westfield Ice Hockey
Meeting Notice:

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association (WHSIHA) will
hold its annual meeting tonight, March
30, at 7:45 p.m. in the Community Room
located in the Municipal Building.

All parents of current Varsity and
Junior Varsity players and other par-
ents of prospective players are encour-
aged to attend.

The purpose of the meeting will be to
discuss the new preseason training pro-
gram, to formalize the fundraising
events for the upcoming season, and to
elect Officers and Directors for this
year.

The WHSIHA is made of parents
and friends of ice hockey who raise
monies to support both the Varsity and
Junior Varsity Ice Hockey programs at
Westfield High School. The ice hockey
program at Westfield High School is
totally supported by private donations.
If you would like to contribute to this
effort, please contact Lorraine
Ciemenicki at (908) 654-7398 or at-
tend the meeting tonight.

Fanwood Softball
League Notice:

The Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
League is starting its season this spring.
The league has been in existence for
decades. It is open to any resident of
Fanwood over the age of 21. All games
are played at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood. If any Fanwood Resident is
interested in playing please call John
Cholencarol at (732) 752-1815 or you
can get in touch with the recreation
department at (908) 889-2080.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3774-98.

CORESTATES BANK, N.A. A NA-
TIONAL BANKING ASSOC., PLAINTIFF
vs. EFRAIN VAZQUEZ AND BRUNILDA
VAZQUEZ, HIS WIFE ET ALS, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 30, 1999 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 26TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND NINE-HUN-
DRED & 70/100 ($148,900.70).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 67 DeHart Place,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block/Ward
No. 6, Lot/Account No. 250.

The dimensions are 35 feet wide by 110.00
feet long.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the east-
erly line of DeHart Place, 65 feet from the
northerly line of Murray Street.

Prior lien(s): subject to unpaid taxes and
municipal liens, amount due is available in
the Sheriff’s Office or from plaintiff’s attor-
neys upon written request to plaintiff’s
attourneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT THOU-
SAND THREE-HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
& 53/100 ($158,325.53) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN, LAVINTHAL, NORGAARD &
KAPNICK, Attorneys
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-755133 (WL)
4 T -  3/30, 4/6,
4/13 & 4/20/00 Fee: $179.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
COUNTY OF UNION

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
The County of Union, Department of Hu-

man Services, Paratransit System, will hold
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 2nd,
2000 at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County
Administration Building, 6th Floor
Freeholder’s Meeting Room, Elizabeth
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey. The Hearing
will be held in order to gather information and
comments from interested parties concern-
ing funding received by the county from the
“Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident
Transportation Assistant’s Act” (Casino
Revenue) for transportation of senior citi-
zens and disabled residents of Union County.
The public is invited to attend and partici-
pate.
1 T — 3/30/00, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship oN Tuesday, March 28, 2000, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, an ordinance
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2000
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

Purpose: To allow any charitable organi-
zation to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, September 3, 2000 provided
appropriate steps are taken to secure a
license for same.

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday,
April 11, 2000, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any
time and place to which a meeting for the
further consideration of such ordinance shall
from time to time be adjourned, and all
persons interested will be given an opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday by any member of the
general public who wants a copy of same
without cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 3/30/00, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on March 28, 2000 the following deci-
sion was rendered:

Granted permission to the application for
a Special Use Permit for Appleblossom
Flower Shop, also known as 381 Park Av-
enue, Block No. 1601, Lot No. 4, B-2 zone,
for the display of florist related seasonal and
decorative merchandise (flowers/plants) as
noted on their application for the year 2000.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 3/30/00, The Times Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15554-98

KOREA EXCHANGE BANK, PLAINTIFF
vs. CHUNG KUN OH, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED DECEMBER 30, 1999 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $113,256.18.
The property to be sold is located in the

City of Elizabeth, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 313-315 Atlantic
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Tax Block No. 5, Lot No. 78.
Commercial Lot Dimensions: 50 x 88.09.
Nearest cross street: Third Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of

$119,638.62 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

EDWARDS & ANGELL, Attorney
51 John F. Kennedy Parkway
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078-2701
CH-755097 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $144.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-2912-97.

EMC MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. MADELINE CUMBA, ET
AL, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 18, 1999 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY SEVEN THOUSAND SIXTY
THREE & 84/100 ($187,063.84).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union, New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 559-561 Morris
Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208.

Tax Lot No. 721 in Block No. 11.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50

feet wide by 200 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the north-

easterly side of Morris Avenue 222.24 feet
from the easterly side of Cherry Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED SEVEN THOUSAND
THREE-HUNDRED SEVENTY TWO & 30/
100 ($207,372.30) together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
Attorneys
1139 Spruce Drive
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
Telephone: 1-908-233-8500
File: XFZ-39569
CH-754645 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $181.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education, Westfield, New Jersey,
in the Board of Education Office, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, at
10:00 A.M.  (Prevailing Time) on APRIL 11,
2000 at which time bids will be opened and
read aloud for:

“WILSON SCHOOL ROOF REPLACE-
MENT AND RELATED WORK, R-2015”

Plans and Specifications will be available
on March 31, 2000.

Plans, Specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other Contract Documents thereto, as pre-
pared by M. Disko Associates, are on file in
their offices at 493 Lehigh Avenue, Union,
New Jersey 07083, and may be examined at
the office of M. Disko Associates during
normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of the
Plans and Specifications by the Engineer,
upon proper notice and payment of a check
for Fifty Five ($55.00)  (dollars), payable to
M. DISKO ASSOCIATES, said cost being
the reproduction price of the documents and
is not returnable.

Proposal forms (as contained in the Speci-
fications) provide for the awarding of all the
work to the lowest qualified bidder under a
single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the bid and may be given at the option of
the bidder by a Certified Check, or Bid Bond
from a reputable insurance company.

All bidders must be prequalified in accor-
dance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962, as
amended by Chapter 188, Laws of 1968 as
set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination, pur-
suant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey
Laws of 1963, or the U.S. Department of
Labor Wage Determinations, whichever are
higher for each class of labor.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL 1975, C. 127. (NJAC
17:27)

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days
from the date of the opening of Bids for the
purpose of reviewing the bids and investi-
gating the qualifications of bidders, prior to
awarding of the Contract.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids if in its judgement the
public interest will be served by so doing.

By order of the Board of Education, West-
field, New Jersey.

Robert Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 3/30/00, The Leader Fee: $53.04

DEADLINE INFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4
P.M. Weekend sports ONLY
will be accepted up till Noon
on Monday. E-mail is
preferred. Use upper and
lower case with no more
than 250 words.

dave@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15040-97.

UNION PLANTERS NATIONAL BANK,
PLAINTIFF vs. NORMA L. ASH, ET ALS,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 04, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is FIFTY FIVE
THOUSAND FOUR-HUNDRED TWENTY
ONE & 57/100 ($55,421.57).

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Elizabeth, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 914-916
Flora Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey
07201.

BEING KNOWN as Lot No. 700, Block
No. 8 on the official Tax Map of the City
of Elizabeth.

Dimensions: (approximately) 37.50 feet x
100 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Henry Street.
There is due approximately the sum of

FIFTY NINE THOUSAND ONE-HUN-
DRED FORTY & 44/100 ($59,140.44) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PHELAN, Attorneys
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-755109 (WL)
4 T - 3/23, 3/30,
4/6 & 4/13/00 Fee: $171.36

HIGH SCHOOL WBA CHAMPS…Members of the Wolverines recently won
the WBA title. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Pedro Ruiz, Diego Vargas
and Chris Benson; standing, Tony Ciullo, Dan Rock, Matt Morrison and Will
Cashman.

WBA 3RD/4TH GRADE BASKETBALL…Gabrielle O’Leary of the Westfield
Basketball Association Girls (3rd/4th Grade) Traveling Team controls the ball
in a game against St. Gens of Linden.

Gymnast Zach Hanson-Hart
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Concepts &Thought
Mountainside Education

Foundation Awards Grants
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF), formed in April 1999, reached
a milestone this month by awarding
its first mini-grants to the
Mountainside Library, a local citi-
zen and six Deerfield School teach-
ers.

In awarding these grants, the Foun-
dation also achieved an ongoing goal
of encouraging creative teaching
approaches and building partnerships
within the Mountainside community.
The MEF Grant Review Committee
evaluated 10 grant proposals and the
Board of Trustees was able to ap-
prove grants of up to $500 to seven of
the applicants.

The types of projects that were
approved support the enhancement
and/or enrichment of all aspects of
New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Stan-
dards from the traditional academic
areas to programs promoting quali-
ties of good citizenship.

The grant money awarded to the

Mountainside Library will enable
the library to expand its resource
area through the acquisition of ap-
proximately 30 new resource books
in its juvenile collection. An innova-
tive program entitled, “Etiquette
101,” is the subject of a grant that
will teach Deerfield students about
accepted customs, protocols and
manners.

Sandy VanderMeer, a local resi-
dent, will teach a class that will help
students develop confidence and self-
esteem and why communication and
manners are so important.

Another grant was awarded for a
project entitled, “Who Are These
People?” This project will make the
history of the school come alive to
students by focusing on individuals
who have been memorialized at
Deerfield School. The students in-
volved in this project will use a vari-
ety of research tools including the
Internet, printed materials and re-
corded oral histories from commu-
nity members to discover why these
individuals were important to school
and the Mountainside community.

Other grants include a workshop
on brass instruments, a video news
club, a trip to The Philadelphia Mu-
seum of Art and the establishment of
a resource room library for children
with learning disabilities.

The MEF was created to support
and enhance the Board of Education’s
education program, fund commu-
nity education programs and encour-
age new ideas from individual staff
members. Tax deductible contribu-
tions to the group’s efforts can be
sent to: MEF, P.O. Box No. 1203,
Mountainside, 07092.

College Men’s Club Gala
Sold Out Weeks in Advance

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER…The College Men’s Club of Westfield held its
annual dinner dance and auction at the Plainfield Country Club on March 18.
This black tie event was sold out weeks in advance, marking the return of this
77-year-old club’s charity dinner as the social event of the year. Pictured, left
to right, are: President Brian Steller, Auction Chairman Douglas Sheehan,
Auction Chairwomen Candice Steller and Christine Sheehan, Treasurer Gary
Fox, Vice President and Dinner Dance Chairman Sal Caruana.

WESTFIELD – The College Men’s
Club of Westfield held its annual
dinner dance and auction at the
Plainfield Country Club on March
18. This black tie event was sold out
weeks in advance, marking the re-
turn of this 77-year-old club’s char-
ity dinner as the social event of the
year.

Over 230 guests enjoyed the Coun-
try Club’s dining room and music of its
band. The evening was highlighted by
the auction items presented for bid.
The club officers reported that the
auction raised more money from this
gala than in past years put together.

The College Men’s Club provides
young men from Westfield High
School moving onto college with
scholarship awards. These awards
are based on need, scholastic suc-
cess, community service and intra-
school activity involvement.

The Club’s Scholarship Commit-
tee will interview prospective award
recipients in late April.

The Club thanks all gala attend-
ees. The Board of Trustees thanks
Dinner Dance and Auction Chairper-
sons Sal Caruana, Douglas Sheehan
and Christine Sheehan for their ef-
forts.

Students Named
To Honor Society
At Union Catholic

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local stu-
dents have been inducted into the
Aquinas Chapter of the National
Honor Society at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains.

These students are: Katie Behr of
Westfield, Jaimie Bennett, Allison
Mack, Nicole Manziano, Brian
Reagan and Kelly Feil of Scotch
Plains, and Christopher Daly and
Kathryn Schurtz of Fanwood.

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER…Union Catholic High School seniors
Dan Korner of Roselle and Bree Cerimele of Scotch Plains point to Union
Catholic’s Millennium Puzzle piece they worked on utilizing computer technol-
ogy and digital camera photography. Each piece of the 12-piece puzzle desig-
nated some aspect of community service that the student body performed. The
total hours expended in the 53 communities feeding into Union Catholic was
more than 5,300 hours. This page was part of the wall of community service
pages from all the schools in the Archdiocese of Newark that was on display
during Catholic Schools Week.

Brooke L. Molloy Earns
Nomination Into Society
Of Collegiate Scholars
WESTFIELD – Brooke L.

Molloy, a sophomore at Boston
College in Chestnut Hill, Mass.,
has been nominated for member-
ship into the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars. This is an
honor society for high achieving
first and second year students, de-
termined on the basis of the
student’s scholarship, leadership
and community service.

A 1998 Westfield High School
graduate, Brooke has maintained
first/second honors throughout her
college career. Currently a French
major, Brooke plans to study in
France at the University of Paris,
spring semester of her junior year.

An induction ceremony, in rec-
ognition of this accomplishment,
will be held on the Boston College
campus early in the upcoming fall
term.

University of Michigan
Awards Class Honors

To Westfield’s Caitlin Nish
WESTFIELD – Caitlin Nish, a

freshman in the Honors Program at
the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, Mich., has been awarded Class
Honors for the fall semester.

Caitlin is pursuing a major in En-
glish with a focus on journalism.

Optimist Club Teacher Award
Deadline Extended to April 17

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield has announced the
deadline for receipt of nominations
for the third annual Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
has been extended to Monday, April
17.

Two intermediate school teachers
— one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools - will
be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 10.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth.

The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools in grades 6-8 for a minimum
of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, D. Thomas Hornish, Presi-
dent, 384 Oak Ridge Road, Westfield,
07090.

According to Dr. William J. Foley,
superintendent of schools, “The Out-

standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulat-
ing and supporting environment dur-
ing the critical stage of adolescence.”

The recipients of the first Out-
standing Teacher Award in 1998 were
retiring Social Studies teacher, Frank
Nolde, of Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Robert Sanders, Special
Education teacher at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

The 1999 award winners were
Walter Buda, Social Studies teacher/
supervisor at Edison and Roosevelt;
and Lynne Gerber, Spanish teacher
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

The Optimist award joins other
annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education,
the Distinguished Teacher Award and
the Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Private Charles Tripet
Enters Basic Training

Mr. Taylor believes that the in-
termediate schools will probably
be able to accommodate our cur-
rent students but that the high
school will not. The board has be-
gun to address this issue and will
bring a proposal to the public next
fall. According to Mr. Taylor, ad-
dressing this need will be one his top
priorities.

In recounting the achievements of
the past term, he noted the advances
in technology that the district has
made. “In 1994, we were basically
bereft of technology. In the last three
years, we have planned, funded and
are currently wiring all our schools
for intra and Internet access. We
have integrated technology into the
curriculum in all our schools.”

Moreover, the 2000- 2001 budget,
if passed, will provide for computers
to the district’s third grade classes
and for laptop computers for the
entire high school faculty.

In the past three years, the board
has replaced roofs, windows and
addressed all maintenance projects
that would result in more expensive
repairs in the future. Still, Mr. Taylor
noted, “As any homeowner knows
upkeep is never done, particularly in
older buildings.”

In a new term, Mr. Taylor said he
wants to focus on preserving the
town’s assets, by making sure that
the buildings are properly main-
tained.

Mr. Taylor said the community
wide support and concern for the
schools he has observed during his
term have impressed him.

With the Strategic Plan process, a
large number of concerned citizens,
both with children in the schools and
without, came together to discuss rel-
evant issues and propose solutions to
district problems, with the intention
of making the schools and commu-
nity at large the best it could be. This
endeavor refocused the district on the
true wishes of the community.

Many initiatives sprang out of this
process, according to Mr. Taylor,
including the development of the
teacher institute, which assists fac-

Candidate Thomas Taylor
Discusses BOE Candidacy

ulty in fulfilling state-mandated con-
tinuing education requirements.

Mr. Taylor acted as board spokes-
man for the most recent contract
negotiations with the district’s fac-
ulty professionals. The candidate said
the negotiations were successfully,
quickly and amicably settled before
the expiration of the existing con-
tract.

According to the candidate, the
board, led by Mr. Taylor, was able to
cooperate with the professionals for
the ultimate benefit of the students
and the community. As part of the
settlement, the teachers agreed to
forgo a holiday thereby increasing
the school calendar by one day, and
contribute to their health plans.

In exchange, the board worked
with the teachers to formalize staff
training, thereby meeting the goals
of the Strategic Plan.

Mr. Taylor is currently co-chair
(with Board President, Darielle
Walsh) for negotiations with the dis-
trict administrators.

Overall, Mr. Taylor sees an impres-
sive record of achievement by the
board in the past three years. He stated,
“From a financial point of view, the
last three budgets have been below
cap and have been overwhelmingly
endorsed by the community. Our ad-
ministration and management are so
lean that our per student cost is now
below the State average, while the
performance of our students remains
well above state averages.”

Proud of all these achievements
and excited about the future, Mr.
Taylor is seeking re-election to build
upon the successes of the past three
years.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Army
Reserve Private Charles E.
Tripet has entered basic mili-
tary training at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, S.C.

During the eight weeks o
training, the soldier will study
the Army mission and receive
instruction in drill and ceremo-
nies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military courtesy, mili-
tary justice, physical fitness,
first aid, Army history and tra-
ditions, and special training in
human relations.

Charles is the son of Peter S.
Tripet of Scotch Plains and the
grandson of Nancy Dell-Bene
of Scotch Plains. He graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in 1999.

WHS Fed Challenge Team
Places 11th Out of 95 Teams
WESTFIELD — Last week, five

Westfield High School (WHS) students
and their advisor participated in an
economics competition known as the
Fed Challenge.

The pupils made a 15-minute pre-
sentation at the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York recommending the next
change in monetary policy. The stu-
dents analyzed current and historical
economic trends to determine whether
the federal funds rate, the 24-hour in-
terest rate that the Federal Reserve
Bank charges other banks, should be
raised, lowered or held constant.

Each student examined a certain area
of the economy to determine its overall
condition from that sector’s point of
view.

Katherine Bloeser, whose focus was
international economics, studied the
effect the United States’ economy has
on world markets and vice versa.

Financial markets specialist Julia
Gates concentrated her research on the
Dow Jones and the NASDAQ markets,
investigating the value of inflated tech-
nology stocks and the inverted bond
yield curve.

Pete Wilson scrutinized the consumer

markets, delving into statistics such as
the Producer and Consumer Price Indi-
ces, the Index of Leading Economic
Indicators and durable goods sales. The
labor market was investigated by Rich
Rowe, who explored the tight labor
market, the unemployment rate and
wage inflation.

Mairen Priestley investigated the in-
ternal workings of the Federal Reserve
Bank system and past opinions of the
members of the Board of Governors.

The group, with the aid of their advi-
sor, Thomas Hornish, created a news-
paper with the use of the facilities of
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

The format used by the team was
that of an editorial board meeting for a
financial newspaper. Each one of the
experts (reporters) reviewed their ar-
ticles and then came to a consensus
that the federal funds rate should be
raised 25 basis points to counter the
possibility of inflation.

The team placed 11th out of 95 teams
and will return for the semifinals next
Wednesday, April 5, with hopes of ad-
vancing to the regional finals sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 19.

WESTFIELD $229,000
FIRST HOME

Manor Park provides the convenient location for affordably priced 3/4 Bedrooms
and 2 Bath Cape Cod. Backyard opens to wooded area, lot of privacy. Finished
lower level is a perfect play area or office set up. Make your move at $229,000.

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday 1–3pm
1026 Ripley Avenue, Westfield

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

KAY GRAGNANO

WESTFIELD – Only once in a while does an opportunity come along
to own your own  building and or business. We have just listed a highly
visible building on Prospect Street, downtown Westfield. This 2 story
free standing building offers 2,000 sq. ft. of commercial/professional
space, currently used as a restaurant with a 5 room apartment on the
second level. Call Kay Gragnano at Coldwell Banker for details.

WSF-8698 $439,000

Holly Cohen
“Holly Cohen is one of our top associates, not only in
the Westfield Office, but in the entire company. Her
accomplishments are impressive, but I am even more
proud of her professionalism and her dedication.”

James M. Weichert
12/22/99

185 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

Broker/Sales Representative
Licensed in NJ, NY & PA

Over 14 Years of Experience.

Call
(908) 654-7777 ext. 118

“Ask for Holly”

THE FED CHALLENGE TEAM... The Westfield High School (WHS) Fed
Challenge Team scored 45 of a possible 50 points during The Fed Challenge last
week to advance into the semi-finals. Pictured, left to right, are Katharine
Bloeser, Richard Rowe, WHS Teacher D. Thomas Hornish, Maren Priestly, Hi’s
Eye Tri-Editor Julia Gates,  and Pete Wilson.
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Carole Edzek
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club ‘98-’99 Silver Level

Weichert Million Dollar Sales Club
Weichert Million Dollar Marketed Club

Relocation Specialist
Weichert Ambassador’s Club

185 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-7777

Patrick Manfra, Jr.
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1999 Bronze Level

Weichert Million Dollar Marketed Club
Weichert Ambassador’s Club

185 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-7777

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

WESTFIELD – “Colonial Flair” abounds throughout impeccable
multi-level residence. Gleaming hardwood floors, large Living
Room, formal Dining Room. Custom washed oak cabinets with
built-in “Welsh cupboard.” Three Bedrooms, 1½ Baths,
professionally landscaped. A must see! $324,900 WSF-8607

Satisfying Your Real Estate Needs for over 26 years.

Betty Lynch
• #2 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 1999
• The Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Associates Nationwide
• NJAR Million Dollar Club 1987, 1998, 1999 Gold Level
• International President’s Elite

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

WESTFIELD – Fabulous 6-year old Center Hall Colonial. Soaring 2-
story Entry Foyer and Family Room. Large Eat-in Kitchen with Dining
Area and sliders to Outdoor Deck. Master Bedroom with spa-like
Bath. First floor Library (or 5th Bedroom). Amenities too numerous
to mention. A must see! $649,000 WSF-8639

SALE PENDING

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Notice is hereby given that at a meeting of
the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, March 28, 2000, there was
introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, an ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING
POLITICAL FUNDRAISING AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING.

Purpose:  Banning the use of the Munici-
pal Building for political fundraising and
setting fines for same.

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday,
April 11, 2000, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any
time and place to which a meeting for the
further consideration of such ordinance shall
from time to time be adjourned, and all
persons interested will be given an opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday by any member of the gen-
eral public who wants a copy of same with-
out cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 3/30/00, The Times Fee: $ 29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-16453-97.

CHASE MANHATTAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs. JOSEPH
MIRANDA, ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 31, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 5TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at two
o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $131,404.22.
Property to be sold is located in the CITY

OF ELIZABETH, COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Premises commonly known as 700-02
BAILEY AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07208.

BEING KNOWN as Lot No. 51, Block
No. 10 on the official Tax Map of the CITY
OF ELIZABETH.

Dimensions: (approximately) 42 feet x 100
feet x 42 feet x 100 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: ERIE AVENUE (N/
K/A BAILEY AVENUE).

There is due approximately the sum of
$137,371.53 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEDERMAN AND PEHLAN, Attorneys
Suite 505 Sentry Office Plaza
216 Haddon Avenue
Westmont, New Jersey 08108
CH-755074 (WL)
4 T - 3/9, 3/16,
3/23 & 3/30/00 Fee: $167.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-21766-98.

IRWIN MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. YUDELKA D. SUREO,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 30, 1998 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, on the 6th Floor of the Union
County Court House (Tower) 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey on WEDNESDAY
THE 12TH DAY OF APRIL A.D., 2000 at
two o’clock in the afternoon of said day. All
successful bidders must have 20% of their
bid available in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $145,736.52.
COMMON STREET ADDRESS: 509

Franklin Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK: Lot No. 438,

Block No. 3.
DIMENSIONS: 25 feet x 100 feet.
NO. OF FEET TO NEAREST INTER-

SECTION: 100 feet from Fifth Street.
UNPAID REAL ESTATE TAXES AND

OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES INCLUD-
ING WATER AND SEWER IN THE AP-
PROXIMATE AMOUNT OF: $800.00.

There is due approximately the sum of
$158,113.19 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FARR, BURKE, GAMBACORTA &
WRIGHT, Attorneys
211 Senigno Boulevard, Suite 201
P.O. Box 788
Bellmawr, New Jersey 08099-0788
CH-755093 (WL)
4 T - 3/16, 3/23,
3/30 & 4/6/00 Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2000 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2000
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2000 1999

1. Surplus $2,300,000.00 $2,393,900.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues $4,949,823.09 $4,696,193.89
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $600,000.00 $600,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $9,156,648.96 $9,101,241.33

Total General Revenues $17,006,472.05 $16,791,335.22

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2000 BUDGET 1999 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages $6,934,735.00 $6,434,056.00
Other Expenses $6,445,734.05 $6,651,317.22

2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $930,500.00 $993,620.00
3. Capital Improvements $15,000.00 $37,000.00
4. Debt Service $1,280,503.00 $1,275,342.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,400,000.00 $1,400,000.00

Total General Appropriations $17,006,472.05 $16,791,335.22
Total Number of Employees 122 122

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
General

Interest $2,062,825.00
Principal $12,208,900.00
Outstanding Balance $14,271,725.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union on March 14, 2000.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 11, 2000 at
8:00 o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2000
may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T --  3/30/00, The Times Fee: $130.05

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 20
• Police reported vandalism to

construction equipment stored on
Jerusalem Road. Gauges to a truck
dashboard were smashed and a fire
extinguisher was sprayed in the in-
terior of a second truck. The dam-
age reportedly occurred over the
weekend.

• An East Second Street retailer
reported the attempted theft of a
moneybag from a register while the
front counter was left unattended.
When confronted, police said the
suspect laid down the bag and
walked out of the store.

• A Rahway Road resident re-
ported that someone had entered
his garage sometime in the after-
noon and stole a set of wheel rims
and tires. Police said there were no
signs of forced entry.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
• Police reported the arrests of

Michael A. Washington, 22, of Hill-
side; Teresa M. Cortes, 21, of Bound
Brook; Khabira Clark, 19, of
Plainfield and Robert Evans, 20, of
Rocky Mount, N. C. and charged
them with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana, unlawful
possession of a 40 caliber semi-
automatic handgun and receiving
stolen property.

Police said the weapon matches
the description of a gun reported
stolen in Linden during August of
1998. The arrests occurred at
around 8:30 p.m. pursuant to an
investigation by Scotch Plains Po-
lice Officer Matthew Fugett of what
authorities described as suspicious
persons sitting in a parked vehicle
on Katherine Street.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

• Pry marks were discovered on
several doors at a restaurant on
Route 22. Police said entry was not
gained and that the attempted break-
in occurred over the past week.

• An Aberdeen Road resident re-
ported finding mail opened and a
check missing from her mailbox.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
• Charles K. Bell, 36, of Hillside

was arrested by Police Officer
David Smith and charged with pos-
session of cocaine and with driving
with a suspended license.

The arrest was made pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop for an out-
standing contempt of court warrant
held by the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. He was turned over to the
Sheriff’s Office.

• Darrell A. Turner, 34, of
Plainfield was arrested on charges
of providing false identification pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop by
Police Officer Matthew Fugett.

Turner was also charged with
driving with a suspended license.
He was released on $250 bail set by
Scotch Plains Municipal Court
Judge Joseph Perfilio.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
• A student at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School reported the
theft of a calculator.

• Employees of a North Avenue
bank reported the deposit of fraudu-
lent checks and the subsequent with-
drawal of over $10,000 over the
course of the past month.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
•  The theft of cash, compact

discs and a cellular telephone were
reported from a vehicle parked over-
night on Valleyscent Avenue.

UNITED AGAINST DRUGS…Westfield Peer Leaders look on as Mayor Thomas C. Jardim of Westfield signs a
proclamation recently issued by the Town Council in support of Drug Awareness Week. The theme was “United for a
Drug-Free Millennium.” Pictured, left to right, are: Meredith Rucinsky, Ryan Leonard, Meg Molnar, Bryan Bigelow,
Mayor Jardim, Gabrielle Mahar, Nicole Brunetto, Cliff Evans, Lauren Stellar and Tom Bryne.

Film Series Continues
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library’s Friday Film Fes-
tival will continue throughout the
month of April with three offerings.
This series is free and all films start
at 7:30 p.m. in the Fanwood Room,
located downstairs in the library.

Polish Wedding (PG-13) will be
featured on April 7. This 1998 com-
edy centers on a large Polish family
and the various romantic entangle-
ments of its members.

Dead Poets Society (PG) is a pow-
erful 1989 film starring Robin Will-
iams and Ethan Hawke. Williams
plays an English teacher whose mes-
sage to his students to reject the
“status quo” changes their lives for-
ever.

April’s offerings will conclude with
The Man in the Iron Mask (PG-13), a
1998 film based on the Alexander
Dumas novel. The historical action/
drama, featuring an all-star cast, fol-
lows the later adventures of the Three
Musketeers in the midst of a royal
conspiracy in 17th century France.

The films will be shown on the
library’s new large screen television.
Snacks will be provided. The series
is co-sponsored by the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

For more information, please call
the library at (908) 322-6400.

Westfield American Association of Retired People Announces
April Meeting Date and Upcoming Trip Calendar

WESTFIELD — Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
meet on Monday, April 3, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue.

The social period, with refresh-
ments, will begin at 1 p.m., with the
meeting to start at 1:30 p.m. After-
wards, guest speaker Michael
Gallagher, a registered pharmacist
and Assistant Director of Clinical
Services at Union Memorial Hospi-
tal, will give a talk on “Herbal Medi-
cines, Prescription and Over-the-
Counter Medications.”

Members are reminded to volun-
tarily bring non-perishable grocery
items such as canned, boxed, and
paper products for the Food Pantry,
to be donated to poor, homeless, and
temporarily unemployed persons.

The chapter’s knitting group has
all types of free yarn available for
members who would like to knit
shrugs, lap robes, scarves and other
items for the patients at Runnells’
Specialized Hospital of Union
County in Berkeley Heights. Inter-
ested individuals may call Madeline
Roeben, the head of the knitting
group, at (908) 233-3876.

The Tray Favor Group, under the
direction of Eleanor Evans, made
over 100 hand-crafted white Easter
bunnies which will be delivered to
Runnells’ Hospital for placement on
patients’ food trays.

The Trips and Tours Committee
has reported that only four reserva-
tions are left for the Thursday, May 4
bus trip to Atlantic City, which can
be acquired by calling (908) 232-
1362.

A one-day bus tour seat to Water-

loo Village on Thursday, June 1,
costing $19 per person, is available
by calling (908) 232-7153. Visitors
will see the restored village by the
Morris Canal, the 1800 farmhouse,
general store, working craftsmen and
special entertainment.

Other day trips, which are being
planned during the months of Sep-
tember, October, and December, will
be announced later.

A tour of Branson and St. Louis,
Mo. is scheduled for Saturday
through Sunday, June 10 to 18. In-
cluded will be hotel rooms, most
meals and tickets to many shows.
There will also be a dinner-show on
a paddle wheeler; a tram ride, winery
and brewery tours.

The trip will include sightseeing
in St. Louis, featuring a ride to the
top of Gateway Arch, among other
activities. Complete details may be
obtained by calling Marie Stauder at
(908) 889-6769.

Another all-inclusive tour, from
Friday, October 27, through Sunday,
November 5, will include Biloxi,
Miss. and New Orleans, La. Enter-

tainment and visits to historic and
natural sites, including a Mississippi
River boat ride, are all part of the
itinerary. Participants will also be
able to sample authentic Southern
cuisine while enjoying Cajun atmo-
sphere and Dixieland Jazz music.

The group will tour New Orleans
and Biloxi, visit Bourbon Street and
attend two nightclub shows with cock-
tails, plus many other attractions,
while staying at a deluxe hotel. Mrs.
Stauder is now taking reservations.

Membership Chairman Arthur Tay-
lor stated that current members may
pay their annual chapter dues at the
upcoming meeting. Since there are
now some openings, those on the
membership waiting list may join
the organization. He may be reached
at (908) 889-1685.

Luncheon Chairwoman Marie
Stock will take reservations at the
general meeting for the group’s An-
nual Spring Luncheon on Tuesday,
June 6, at The Westwood in Garwood.
She may be reached at (908) 925-
2536.

In addition to the choice of en-

trees, soda and wine will be included
free of charge. Entertainment will be
provided by the musical variety group
“A Bunch of Banjos” from Clifton.
This year, members may bring one
non-member to the luncheon.

Tax Chairman Ed Evans reported
that free income tax preparation as-
sistance is available to members, as
well as to area senior citizens, the
disabled or persons with low incomes,
through Saturday, April 15 at several
locations.

Appointments may be made by
calling the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, (908) 322-5007; St. Helen’s
Parish Center in Westfield, (908) 232-
1867; the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, (908) 789-4090, and the
Westfield Community Center, 588
West Broad Street, (908) 232-4759.

“Those who do not have a report-
able income should still file in order
to be eligible for the New Jersey
Homestead Rebate,” advised Mr.
Evans.

Additional information may be
obtained by calling Hazel Hardgrove
at (973) 376-3348.
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WESTFIELD... Extensively renovated home with 12 rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 5½ Baths. Outstanding
architectural details, wainscoting, new inlaid parquet floors, stain glass and leaded windows,
French doors, beamed ceiling, 2 fireplaces. Banquet size Dining Room, large Family Room,
Library and newer Kitchen with granite counters, center aisle cooking area and French doors
to deck, circular driveway and 3-car garage with loft... WSF-8714 $1,300,000

Hye-Young Choi

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for The Perfect Home!

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 & 1999

hye-young@worldnet.att.net

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext #169

www.westfieldnjhomes.com
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

WESTFIELD $239,500
Inviting 5+ room Cape with wonderful open floor plan.
Living Room with bow window; Formal Dining Room,
Eat-in Kitchen; Master Bedroom Suite with ½ Bath,
sitting room & walk-in closet Updates include recent:
siding, windows, furnace with humidifier, hot water
heater & more! DIR: Central Ave. to Sycamore, left
on Ripley to #1030

WESTFIELD $499,900
Light-filled 9 room, 4 Bedroom Center Hall
Colonial with beautiful Recreation Room on
lower level. Family Room with fireplace & built-
ins; Eat-in Kitchen with slider to deck
overlooking private back yard; First floor
Laundry; the space you've always dreamed
of having; great location, too!

DIR: E. Broad St. to S. Chestnut. Left on
Benson Pl, Left on Cranford Ave

to #916 on right.

*Visit us at our Website – http://westfieldnj.com/isoldi

associatesISOLDI
R e a l t o r s®

908-232-5556
“Working With Us is Like Having Family in the Business!”

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, 1–4PM • 916 Cranford Avenue

WESTFIELD        $249,900
A-1 OPPORTUNITY! Charming 1600+/- sq.

ft. 2½ story building
zoned CBD with prime
visible location and off-
street parking. Two
levels with 3 rooms
plus a Kitchen & full
Bath on each level;
separate gas & electric
meters; walk-up attic.
Owner f inancing
available to qualified
buyers. Call today for
details.

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY 1-4pm

Ms. Choi No. 5 of Coldwell’s
3,100 Real Estate Agents

Burgdorff Hosts Fundraiser
For Make-A-Wish at Chico’s

Weichert, Realtors
To Host Blood Drive
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Office of Weichert, Realtors, in con-
junction with the Blood Center of
New Jersey, will host a blood donor
drive on Sunday, April 30, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Staff and volunteers from the cen-
ter will conduct the drive from the
center’s Bloodmobile, which will be
parked in front of the Westfield Of-
fice, located at 185 Elm Street.

Volunteers from Weichert’s
Westfield office will be calling past
donors to notify them of the blood
drive, but anyone who wishes to do-
nate blood can make an appointment
by calling Pat O’Connor at (908)
654-7777.

The blood drive is an initiative of
the Westfield Office, a participant in
Weichert’s Community Service Out-
reach Program, which gives sales
associates and staff an opportunity to
support and participate in local com-
munity events.

SPECTACULAR TUDOR

Mountainside Friendly’s
Closed by Corporation

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Friendly’s Restaurant
was among five ice cream shops in
New Jersey and 80 in 12 states shut
this week by the 65-year old
Wilbraham, Mass.-based Friendly Ice
Cream Corp.

Another 70 stores are to be shut-
tered within the next two years. The
company has not released a list of
those planned closings.

The Mountainside store was
boarded up as of Tuesday morning.

Friendly’s, at the corner of Wood-
land and Mountain Avenues in
Mountainside, has been a popular
gathering place with families, young-
sters, couples and senior citizens alike
for many years. Best known for its
ice cream including its Heath Bar
and Reese’s Pieces Sundaes, the res-
taurants also offer breakfast, lunch
and dinner including the Big Beef
and SuperMelt meals.

After the closings, the company
now operates 503 stores in 15 states
with another 100 stores listed as fran-
chised restaurants.

Other stores closed by the com-
pany in New Jersey are located in
Cedar Grove, Dover, Livingston and
Montvale. The Scotch Plains and
Clark restaurants will remain open.

Stores were also shut in Connecti-
cut, Florida, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New York
state, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Virginia and Vermont. The
Associated Press reported the 80
stores closed had average sales of
just under a half million dollars in
1999. The remaining stores had av-
erage sales of $1.1 million, the re-
port indicated.

A press release from Friendly’s
indicated that the move was aimed
“at strengthening Friendly Ice
Corporation’s core restaurant busi-
ness.” Friendly’s corporate officials
said the stores closed this week were
“under-performing, company owned
restaurants.”

Chairman and Chief Operating
Officer Donald N. Smith said, “This
move is a crucial step towards
strengthening the company’s core
restaurant business.”

Friendly’s President and Chief
Operating Officer John L. Cutter
stated, “Monday’s announcement
came after months of research, analy-
sis and discussion.”

WESTFIELD —Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage has announced
that Hye-Young Choi of the Westfield
office has been named the fifth lead-
ing saleswoman among the
corporation’s 3,100 Real Estate
agents in New Jersey as of January
31.

Specializing in the Westfield area
for the past 16 years, has been the top
Realtor for the Westfield office every

year since 1984. She has frequently
been honored as Coldwell Banker’s
associate of the month for Union
County and has been a Gold Level
member of the New Jersey Associa-
tion of Realtors Million Club since
1987.

Coldwell Banker’s Westfield of-
fice is in its 15th year as the
corporation’s number one sales of-
fice.

FOR THE 16th STRAIGHT YEAR…Hye-Young Choi, a Sales Associate at
Coldwell Banker’s Westfield office has been named the number one Realtor in
the Westfield office. Ms. Choi is pictured here attending the Coldwell Banker
Real Estate Corporation “Elite Retreat.” Pictured with Ms. Choi is Alex
Perriello, President and Chief Executive Officer of Coldwell Banker.

WARDROPE PARTY FOR MAKE-A-WISH...A fundraiser, entitled “An
Evening At Chico’s,” was recently held at Chico’s in Westfield for the Make A
Wish Foundation. Pictured, left to right, are: The event’s organizers, Sandie
Rizzolo, Robin Cerra, Robbie Feeney, and Marie Cataldo of Chico’s, and Anne
Weber and Wende Devlin Gates of Burgdorff ERA.

WESTFIELD — Chico’s, the
women’s clothing store at 206 East
Broad Street in Westfield, was the set-
ting for an evening for the Make A Wish
Foundation on February 9 chaired by
Anne Weber and Wende Devlin Gates.

Burgdorff Realtors ERA hosted the
wardrobe party where patrons paid a $10
donation and could shop for a 10 percent
discount, compliments of the West Coast-
based chain of Chico’s stores.

Local merchants made generous do-
nations for door prizes awarded at the
event. The following businesses offered
gifts, gift certificates, or refreshments:
Adrienne Designs, Bovella’s, CBL Fine
Art, Chico’s, Classic Thyme, Clyne and
Murphy, Habitat, Image Photo,
Kotobuki, Juxtapose, Lancaster’s, The
Leader Store, Michael Kohn Jewelers,
Mojave Grill, My Town Bakery, Panera,
Periwinkle’s, Starbucks, Theresa’s, Tom
the Greengrocer, Towne Book Store,
Visage Hair Salon, The Westfield Leader,
William Sonoma, and J. Winthrop.

All proceeds will go to the Make A

Wish Foundation, which grants wishes
such as trips and other gifts to children
with life-threatening diseases. Burgdorff
ERA, is currently conducting fund-rais-
ers throughout the state for the benefit of
the Make A Wish Foundation.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
 A Clarence Street resident reported

the theft of a book bag containing a Sony
disc player and 16 discs, valued at ap-
proximately $400, from the cafeteria of
Edison Intermediate School on Rahway
Avenue.

 An amplification system was re-
ported stolen from a classroom at Edison
Intermediate School sometime between
March 3 and March 21, police said.

 Yamileth Rojas, 24, of Linden was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
approximately $321 worth of clothing
from a North Avenue department store.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

 Security personnel at a North Av-
enue department store reported that two
individuals used stolen credit cards to
fraudulently purchase $495 worth of mer-
chandise. The matter was still under
investigation this week.

 An Elm Street resident reported the
theft of a jogging bag from a Central
Avenue coffee shop.

THURSDAY, MARCH 23
 A Dorian Road resident reported that

all four tires on his vehicle and another
belonging to his wife were flattened
while the vehicles were parked in the
couple’s driveway.

 A Boynton Avenue resident reported
the theft of an interest check she had
received from her bank, which was re-
ported to have been cashed by someone
else at another branch of the bank.

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
 A Central Avenue resident reported

that someone threw a rock through her
living room window.

 Michael Stotler, 18, of Westfield and
Christopher Wenner, 19, of New Canaan,

Conn. were charged with removal of a
yellow school bus warning sign from
Fairacres Avenue. Both were released
on their own recognizance.

 A Central Avenue resident reported
receiving two threatening electronic mail
messages. No one had been charged at
press time in connection with the inci-
dent.

 A Stirling Place resident reported
that he was pushed and punched by a
Newark resident on Cacciola Place. Po-
lice confirmed that no one had been
charged in connection with the incident
at press time.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
 A case containing between 50 and 70

compact discs, valued at approximately
$1,000, along with a flashlight were
taken from a vehicle in the 100 block of
West Dudley Avenue.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
 A Dunham Avenue resident reported

that jewelry was taken during a burglary
to her home.

MONDAY, MARCH 27
 A Central Avenue resident reported

that someone punctured one of the tires
on her vehicle while it was parked in her
driveway.

 A vehicle parked in a Seneca Place
driveway was ransacked. Police said five
dollars worth of coins and $10 worth of
tokens were reported missing.

 A Coleman Place resident reported
that someone damaged the light post in
front of his house.

 Approximately $15,000 worth of
jewelry and a camcorder valued at $1,000
were stolen during a burglary to a Penn-
sylvania Avenue residence. Police said
entry was gained by someone forcing
open a rear window.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
 Police reported that a billboard at the

north side Fanwood train station was
defaced with spray paint.

MONDAY, MARCH 6
 An undetermined amount of cash

and assorted jewelry were reported miss-
ing following a burglary in the 400 block
of South Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
 An attempted burglary took place at

a home in the 200 block of LaGrande
Avenue. An unknown individual pried
open a rear door, setting off an alarm, at
which time the suspect fled the scene.
Nothing was reported missing.

 Three dollars worth of change was
reported stolen from an unlocked motor
vehicle in the 10 block of Mary Lane.

 Insurance and registration cards were
reported stolen from an unlocked motor
vehicle in the 200 block of Terrill Road.

FRIDAY, MARCH 10
 Several motor vehicles were bur-

glarized along Shady Lane. Currency
was taken from two vehicles in the 10
block of the street, while a compact disc
player, a cellular telephone and compact
discs valued at $200 were taken from a
third.

Three other vehicles were also en-

tered on the same street, including one in
the 10 block, a second in the 40 block
and a third in the 50 block, but nothing
was reported missing in any of these
incidents.

 Thirty dollars, along with a cellular
telephone valued at $70, were reported
stolen from an employee’s purse at a
South Avenue supermarket.

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
 A service station on South Avenue

reported receiving a counterfeit $20 bill.
 A burglary was reported at a home in

the 10 block of Shady Lane. Entry was
gained through a kitchen window but it
was unknown what items, if anything,
had been taken.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25
 Police reported that unknown indi-

viduals flipped over benches and trash
receptacles at Forest Road Park, leaving
garbage strewn around the facility.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28
 Three incidents occurred at an ad-

dress in the 60 block of LaGrande Av-
enue. Power tools were stolen from a
motor vehicle there; a purse containing
a driver’s license and automatic teller
machine card was reported taken from
the house and a car was stolen out of the
driveway.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 20
 Two hundred block of Euclid

Avenue — furnace malfunction.
 One hundred block of Windsor

Avenue — wire down.
 Six hundred block of Hillcrest

Avenue — electrical short.
• Nine hundred block of Sedgewick

Avenue — natural gas leak.
TUESDAY, MARCH 21

Eight hundred block of
Shackamaxon Drive — unintentional
alarm.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
• Four hundred block of Poets Place

— smoke scare.
• Two hundred block of Watchung

Fork — smoke odor investigation.
THURSDAY MARCH 23
Eight hundred block of North

Avenue, West —power line down.
FRIDAY, MARCH 24

Two hundred block of Clark
Street — unintentional alarm.

One hundred block of North
Avenue, West — system malfunc-
tion.

Four hundred block of West
Broad Street — hazardous condi-
tion.

West Broad Street and Martine
Avenue — automobile accident.

Eleven hundred block of Rahway
Avenue – lock out.

Two hundred block of South

Avenue, West – car leaking gasoline.
Six hundred block of North Av-

enue — hazardous condition.
SATURDAY, MARCH 25
Two hundred block of Clark

Street — system malfunction.
Five hundred block of First Street

— hazardous condition.
Four hundred block of West

Broad Street — hazardous condi-
tion.

One hundred block of Fairhill
Drive — brush fire.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
Eight hundred block of North

Avenue, West – lockout.
One hundred block of Prospect

Street — electrical short.

Recent Home Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Amador P. Coronel to William E.

Gregory and Barbara A. Evans,
$173,500.

Patricia Horan to Richard and
Patricia Adams, 1021 Cellar Avenue,
$110,000.

K. Hovnanian to Thomas C. and
Geri Whittemore, 18 Blue Ridge
Circle, $514,885.

FANWOOD
Felix Carvajal to Michael F. Webb,

19 Mary Lane, $161,000.

www.goleader.com

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS…Friendly’s restaurant, located at the corner of
Woodland and Mountain Avenues in Mountainside, closed its doors Tuesday
after the corporation closed a number of the establishments throughout the U.S.
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� CLASSIFIEDS �

TRADITIONAL WESTFIELD COLONIAL
Attractive 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bath home near shopping, transportation
& Wilson School. Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Family Room, Den, full basement and 2-car garage. Gas
heat, chestnut woodwork, deep yard. $429,000.

28 Offices Throughout New Jersey

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Charming 4 Bedroom WESTFIELD  home in move-in condition
on 80'x150' lot. Fireplaces in both Living Room & Family Room,
large Eat-in Kitchen Formal Dining Room with chair railing &
corner cabinet, Den, 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room, patio, fenced
yard, central air & more! $695,000.

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH
Set in a hillside, this spacious, well-maintained home has a
fireplace in the Living Room, updated Eat-in Kitchen, electric,
plumbing, gas heat, central air('97) and a 2-car attached garage.
The yard has unique plantings, wild flower garden plus patio.
$254,000.

VINTAGE VICTORIAN
A wonderful turn-of-the-century home on one of WESTFIELD 's
most sought after streets near NYC transportation & downtown
shopping. This lovely 5 Bedroom, 3½ Bath residence has an
inviting wrap around porch, inlaid parquet floors, generously sized
rooms and superb detailing mindful of the charm & warmth of a
bygone era. $739,900.

WESTFIELD COLONIAL
Lovely 4 Bedroom home near Washington School. Amenities
include fireplace & built-ins in Living Room, sliders to patio from
Eat-in Kitchen, 20'x14' Rec Room and central air. $429,900.

SCOTCH PLAINS RANCH
Fabulous 5 Bedrooms, 4 Bath home on almost a full acre of
professionally landscaped, park-like property. Sunken Living
Room, extraordinary Kitchen with separate Breakfast Room,
sunny Family Room with fireplace, Exercise Room, double-tiered
deck & gorgeous heated Sylvan in-ground pool. $695,000.

WHAT A FIND!
MINT CONDITION 3 Bedroom CRANFORD COLONIAL

near schools, New York
City transportation and
downtown shopping.
Natural woodwork, high
ceilings, enclosed porch,
1st floor Laundry and
completely finished 3rd
floor are only a few of the
amenities found in this
freshly painted home.
Act quickly to see the
rest! $224,900.

MARGARET M. RANKIN
 (MARGIE)

DIRECT DIAL � 908-233-1607

600 North Avenue West • Westfield  • (908) 233-0065
28 Offices Throughout New Jersey

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Easier Than You Might Think
Westfield Rescue Squad seeks per-
sons willing to train as Emergency
Medical Technicians. Valid NJ Driv.
Lic. req., min. 4 hrs./wk. We offer 24
hr. coverage. Select a duty period
that’s right for you. Wkday 9 am - 1
pm or 1-5 pm slots are perfect for
parents of school children.
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

Part time retail sales. Join friendly
sales staff at upscale specialty
store in downtown Summit, 2-3
days per week.

Call (908) 273-2320

HELP WANTED

Secretaries wanted for Union-
Millburn area funeral home. Light
typing and good phone skills re-
quired. Full and part time posi-
tions available.

Call Karen at (908) 964-1503

HELP WANTED

F/T position - insurance authori-
zation and clerical work in doctors
office, medical experience nec-
essary. Rahway.

Fax resume to Tina
at (732) 388-7911

HELP WANTED

RECEPTIONIST
Personable, energetic person req.
for surgical office. Insurance exp.
requested. Good working condi-
tions. Profit based bonus pack-
age. Salary & hours negotiable.

Fax Resume (908) 789-1729

HELP WANTED

HAIRSALON
Positions avail. for Shampoo Asst.
& Manicurist. Must be licenced &
experienced. Busy salon in
Westfield.

Call (908) 232-8843

HELP WANTED

Secretary for small sales office in
Westfield, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Call (908) 232-5775 or
(908) 232-5063

HELP WANTED

Medical Billing & Collection. F/T
or P/T position available for busy
OB-GYN office. Insurance and
computer experience essential.
Fax résumé to: (908) 654-5723

HELP WANTED

P/T Medical Biller/Coder for Gen-
eral Surgeon’s Office in Westfield,
15 - 19 hours per week. Knowl-
edge of MEDICS preferred.

Call Chris (908) 654-0888

HELP WANTED

P/T Receptionist for General Sur-
geons Office to cover office hours
in Westfield, Rahway and Sum-
mit. 19 hours per week.

Call Chris (908) 654-0888

HELP WANTED

Executive Administration Assis-
tant. Emphasis on contact & ser-
vice for insurance/financial/execu-
tive benefit clients. 9-5, M-F, ben-
efits. Location: Modern office bldg.
in res. setting, edge of Westfield,
northside business district.

Fax conf. resume to
(908) 232-1605 or 232-0451

HELP WANTED

Medical -- F/T front desk position
for busy OB-GYN office. Medical
front office exp. with computer
background preferred. Billing and/
or coding knowledge a plus.
Fax resume to (908) 654-5723 GARAGE SALE

Saturday & Sunday
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

16 Fields Ln. off Martine Ave .
Children’s furniture, lawn and
garden, clothing, teacher mate-
rials, etc.

HELP WANTED

Quality Day Camp in Morris
County has openings in the fol-
lowing areas:

Music, Sports, High Ropes,
Cooking, Roller Hockey, Ten-
nis, Senior Counselors, Jun-
ior Counselors, Teen Coun-
selors (must be 21).

Please call (973) 895-3200 for
more information.

CHILD CARE WANTED

Responsible person to pick up 2
boys, 7 & 11, from school, super-
vise snacks and homework, drive
to nearby activities. 3-5 PM, 2-3
days per week. Great kids and
friendly dog. Scotch Plains.

Call (908) 889-5157 (Home)
or (212) 522-2469 (Work)

HELP WANTED

Real Estate Sales
APRIL IS CAREER MONTH

AT PRUDENTIAL
NEW JERSEY REALTY

Income opportunities are bet-
ter than ever. Come to any of
our Career Nights & learn about
Licensing Procedures, Income
Potential, Work Schedule/hours
& Training Programs.

Weekly Seminars throughout
April at our Westfield office,

215 North Ave., West.
Call 1-800-345-9624 Ext. 63

For dates, times and
additional locations.

HOUSE CLEANING

Lady with good experience will
clean your home.

Please Call (201) 997-6345

CHILD CARE

F/T child care needed in my West-
field home, May-Aug, for 7-yr. old
daughter. Eng. Speaking, own car
necessary, inc. 2 wk. pd. vaca-
tion. Ideal for college student. Flex.
start date. Call  (908) 789-0447.

HOUSECLEANING

Polish woman is looking for more
homes to clean. Experienced, own
trans., good references, serving
Westfield area for 6 years.

Please call (732) 607-0078

TUTORING

SPANISH CLASSES
TUTORIAL/TRANSLATIONS

Native Spanish speaker, 6 yrs
exp. teaching children & adults for
one of the largest School of Lan-
guages in the US. Westfield area
& viciniities. Flex. hrs., reason-
able price. Please call (908) 789-
9210.

DONATE

CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & BOATS
Our ads aren’t big
But our hearts are

Help children in crisis
Largest deductions allowed.

1-877-255-3748

RUMMAGE SALE

Sunday, April 2
1 to 4 p.m.

Temple Beth O’r
111 Valley Road

Clark

MOVING SALE

Sat. 4/1 & Sun 4/2
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

1166 Lawrence Ave., Wstfld
Furniture, file cabinets,
lawnmower, books, ethnic jew-
elry, silverplate & glassware.

WANTED--HOME TO RENT

Seeking small home or 2 family
house to rent from approx. 6/15
on. Long time Westfield resident -
references supplied.

Call (908) 233-2448 Ms. Tener Top Producer
For January at Burgdorff

Weichert, Realtors
Tells of Addition, Award

WESTFIELD — Richard Setola
has joined the Westfield Office
Weichert, Realtors as a sales associ-
ate.

A newly licensed real estate pro-
fessional, Mr. Setola is a resident of
North Plainfield. Before entering real
estate sales, he worked as a general
manager and personnel assistant.

* * * * *
Linda Weimer of North Plainfield,

a Sales Associate with Weichert,
Realtors’ Westfield Office, has won
the office’s top listing award for the
month of January.

It is the most recent office award
for Weimer, a consistent top pro-
ducer whose achievements in 1999
include repeat membership in
Weichert’s Million Dollar Club and
the New Jersey State Million Dollar
Club.

Ms. Weimer has been a licensed
real estate professional since 1994.
She is a member of the Middlesex
and Greater Union County Associa-
tion of Realtors and the Garden State
Multiple Listing Service (MLS).

WESTFIELD — Carol Tener, a
top producer in the
Westfield office of
Burgdorff ERA, was tops
in production for the
month of January.

Ms. Tener has been a
member of the New Jer-
sey Association of Real-
tors (NJAR) Million
Dollar Club every year
since 1984, earning the
Gold Achievement
Award in 1992 and 1993
with more than $10 million in busi-
ness.

In addition she garnered Silver

Awards in six other years. She has
also received the NJAR
Distinguished Sales Club
Awards, a recognition of
professional accomplish-
ment for those who have
achieved the NJAR Mil-
lion Dollar Sales Club
for a minimum of 11
years.

Ms. Tener’s accom-
plishment do not stop
their, she was also recog-
nized as a member of the

Burgdorff’s “Elite Group” at the
Annual 1999 Awards Luncheon held
at L’Affaire in February.

Carol Tenor

Susan Wilson Top Producer
With Sales Over $2.3 Million
WESTFIELD - Susan Wilson of

Cranford, a top producer in the
Burgdorff ERA Westfield Office, has
been honored as saleswoman of the
month for February with sales of

tial Specialist. Ms. Wilson has been
a Realtor since 1981 and a broker
since 1989.

Ms. Wilson worked at the Westfield
Neighborhood Council during the
inception and certification process
of the day care center.

seven units and a dollar volume of
over $2.3 million.

Ms. Wilson is a member of the
New Jersey Association of Realtors
Million Dollar Sales Club (NJAR)
1985-1990, 1993-1996 and 1998. She
is a member of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors and
has served on its Education Commit-
tee. She has the Graduate Realtor
Institute designation and is working
towards being a Certified Residen-

Susan Wilson
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Arts & Entertainment

Craft Market
Continued from Pg. 22

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Mission To Mars
Never Gets Off The Ground

1 popcorn
Exciting. Fun. Adventurous. Inspir-

ing. Suspenseful. One would expect a
movie about a mission to Mars to
conjure at least some, if not all, of the
above descriptions. But it’s no such
luck for director Brian De Palma’s
Mission To Mars. Playing more like
just another hard day at the office, this
mundane misfire might as well be
renamed “Mission Unaccomplished.”

The red planet was never so drab.
Mr. De Palma’s circa 2020 adventure
about a rescue effort to Mars after the
first manned mission winds up
shrouded in mysterious catastrophe
has virtually no soul of its own. An
astonishingly derived script by Lowell
Cannon and Jim Thomas sees to that.

But the film’s biggest sin is the
commission of sci-fi heresy by ripping
off Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space
Odyssey (1968). Although the director
may see it as an homage, the discom-
fort is palpable when the spacecraft’s
onboard computer sounds a bit too
much like the former movie’s nefari-
ous HAL 9000.

With its blatant copying of mood
and temper forcing comparison, even
the special effects here fall shamefully
short of the classic’s pre-computer
visuals.

The tip off that this outer space
excursion is doomed to failure comes
in the very first scene. At a barbecue
held at the home of Luke Graham
(Don Cheadle) and his wife (Elise
Neal), the astronaut banters and chides
playfully with his two best NASA bud-
dies, Jim McConnell (Gary Sinise) and
Woody Blake (Tim Robbins).

When each tells the other why he
should be chosen for the title mission,
the expository conversation is embar-
rassingly obvious and painfully with-
out style. i.e: “You should be the first
one on Mars. You’ve wanted it ever
since you were six.”

“No,” says the fellow spaceman,
“you’ve wanted it ever since you were
five. It should be you.”

Of course, in Beau Geste fashion
they both then turn to widower
McConnell and agree that, since being
the first on Mars was a dream he
cherished with his wife (Kim Delaney
in flashback and on video), it should
be him. Problem is, Jim has had a
cloud of uncertainty hovering over
him ever since his loss.

Armin Mueller-Stahl as the crusty
flight chief, the world’s weight on his
shoulders, sadly promulgates the no-
tion that Jim’s best years are now
behind him. Do we smell a tale of
redemption?

Such uneasy plot contrivances and
self-conscious dialogue provide a re-
newed respect for the hokey Ed Wood
era of science fiction, when a space-
ship made of aluminum foil wrapped
around a cardboard tube was honest
in comparison.

Compounding the script’s guile, it
seems Jim and Maggie weren’t the
only married duo on NASA’s payroll.
There’s also Woody and Terri (Connie
Nielsen), eager to join Jim on mission
No. 2 after the numero uno errand
goes awry. Quick question, though:
Did these folks meet before they joined
up? Because if they didn’t, then maybe
NASA could bolster its coffers by dou-
bling as a matchmaking service.

Naturally, the big trip ultimately
leads to pretentiously vast discoveries
about the origins of life. (No sense
going all the way to Mars if that doesn’t
happen, right?) Hint: There’s a Sphinx-
like structure sitting in the red dessert,
and...drum roll, please... something
may be in it.  Now, that’s a new one,
huh?

De Palma fashions these revelatory
scenes with all the subtlety of a tent
revival. The only thing missing is Frank
Morgan (The Wizard of Oz) calling the
shots behind the curtain.

Rather curiously, the accomplished
helmer of Dressed To Kill (1980) and
Carrie (1976) seems to be directing by
omission. The risk-free result is sadly
without novelty and oddly unevent-
ful. Those are good qualities in an
accountant, but hardly a recommen-
dation for a science fiction film.

As if to make up for its failed action
angle, Mission To Mars attempts some
rather ineffectual tugging at the
heartstrings. First, there’s the manipu-
lative, soap opera-like handling of
Jim’s widower status. And then there’s
the equally mawkish depiction of
Connie and Woody’s cutting edge
love affair, the constellations for a
backdrop, the limitless universe as
their cave of Tristan and Isolde.

But, try as the filmmaker might to
make their momentous dance of
weightlessness seem like the pinnacle
of romanticism, odds are your Aunt
Ida and Uncle Sid made a more con-
vincing showing at the last bar mitzvah
reception.

Taking a cue from the rest of the
film, the acting performances manage
to be perfectly mediocre. In fact, most
of the cast projects only two emotions:
consternation and relief.

Mr. Sinise does, however, manage
to add a wincing smile to his relief
mode, evincing a shard of ebullience
in one supposedly uplifting scene. But
even an Academy Award performance
couldn’t save this film. Possessing no
significant character of its own and
uncertain of its destination, Mission To
Mars wobbles out of orbit, crashes,
and burns.

*  *  *  *  *
Rated PG, Mission To Mars is a

Columbia Pictures and Universal Pic-
tures release directed by Brian De
Palma and stars Gary Sinise, Tim
Robbins and Connie Nielsen. Running
time: 120 minutes.

Westfield HS Chorale to Join
In Sunday Serenade Series

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Chorale, under the
direction of William R. Matthews,
will appear in concert in the Sanc-
tuary at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Sunday, April 2, at 4
p.m.

An ensemble of 28 singers, the
group performs sacred and secu-
lar music from the Renaissance
period through the 20th century. In
past years, they have performed
Britten’s “Ceremony of Carols,”
Schubert’s “Mass in G,” Bach’s
“Magnificat” and Vivaldi’s “Gloria.”
The Chorale is chosen through an
audition from over 200 students,
and this year consists of 17 seniors
and 11 juniors.

The April 2 program will consist
o two works by William Byrd,
“Non Nobis Domine” and
“Sanctus,” Thomas Morley’s “’Tis
the Time of Yuletide Glee,” the
traditional Irish Tune from County
Derry, the spiritual “Plenty Good
Room” and Mozart’s “Regina Coeli.”

The Mozart piece will include a
chorus which will be sung by

sopranos Marina Powell, Dara
Weinberg, Melanie Zachariades;
altos Lyndsay Ruotolo, Kristi Wil-
liams, Jennifer Wilson; tenors, Ryan
Buntain, David Connor, Kevin
Johnson; and basses Samuel Fleder
and Yari Sigal.

In addition, the concert will cel-
ebrate the 100th birthday of Aaron
Copland with selections from his
“Old American Songs.” The Cho-
rale will sing “Long Time Ago” and
“Ching-a-Ring-Chaw.” Soloists
George Stribling, Tim Greenlaw
and Yari Sigal will perform “Simple
Gifts” and “I Bought Me a Cat.”

The concert will conclude with
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” from
“Messiah.” George R. Lachenauer,
Director of Music at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Roselle, will
accompany the group.

The concert is part of the Sun-
day Serenade series sponsored by
The Presbyterian Church. There is
no admission. However, a free-
will offering will be accepted.

For more information, please call
the Church Office at (908) 233-0301.

Kirkpatrick Choir to Perform
In Mid-Day Musicales Concert

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield,
125 Elmer Street in Westfield, has
announced the continuation of
their Mid-Day Musicales series
of free, half-hour concerts with a
program by Rutgers University’s
Kirkpatrick Choir at noon on
Wednesday, April 5.

The Kirkpatrick Choir, under
the direction of Dr. Patrick
Gardner, is a select ensemble of
50 students, comprised primarily
of music majors at the Mason
Gross School of the Arts.

Their repertoire ranges from
Renaissance motets to choral-

orchestral masterworks. The fea-
tured work on their Westfield
program will be the Bach motet,
“Jesu Meine Freude.”

Following the concert, a soup
and sandwich luncheon will be
available in the church social hall
for $4.50. Parents are encouraged
not to bring children under the
age of 5 to these programs.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by
the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Guys & Dolls Performance
On Tap at Union Catholic

Members of the Guys & Dolls ensemble

SCOTCH PLAINS – Guys and
Dolls, the Damon Runyon musi-
cal fable of Broadway, will be
performed at Union Catholic High
School for two weekends, April
7, 8, 14 and 15 at 8 p.m. in the
high school’s auditorium.

The cast of 52 members in-
cludes Rick Flynn as Sky
Masterson, Laura Bowman as Sa-
rah Brown and Dan Korner as
Nathan Detroit. Sarah Mugavero,
the PaperMill Playhouse 1999 Ris-
ing Star Award winner for Best
Supporting Actress, will play Miss
Adelaide. Along with her Hot
Box Girls, she will perform “A
Bushel and A Peck” and “Take
Back Your Mink.”

The Hot Box Girls Chorus in-
cludes Leila Apuzzio, Lauren
Biddulph, Toni Bottone, Cory
Cassidy, Jamie Fargnoli, Amy
Gri l lo,  Nicole Gryzwacz,
Stephanie Heil, Amanda Hudziak,
Leanne Kaczur, Phyllis LaPelusa,
Jen Montferret, Leslie Sanchez,
Katie Schurtz, Sheena Sikat,
Rachel Vieni, Nicole Wilkens and
Yavonia Wise.

Other cast members include
Roger Brace as Nicely-Nicely
Johnson, Michael Volt as Ben
Southstreet, Bryan Hughes as
Arvide Abernathy, Brian Reagan
as Big Jule, Oscar Vieni as Harry
the Horse, Nick Krauss as Lieu-
tenant Brannigan and Zeena
Koda as General Mathilda B.
Cartright.

The gangster chorus includes
Tim Advani, Tino Cerimele, Mark
DeOliviera,  Michaelson
Ferdinand, Dan Ferraro, Michael
Filo, Tom Simpson and Kevin
Apuzzio as the Hot Box Club MC.

More memorable songs will in-
clude “Adelaide’s Lament,” “If I
Were A Bell,” “I’ve Never Been In
Love Before,” “Sue Me,” “Marry
The Man Today,” and “Sit Down,
You’re Rockin’ The Boat.”

The Mission Band Chorus fea-
tures Christine Gottlieb, Liz

Powell, Sabina Sabados, Kim
Deo, Melissa Gregory, Catherine
Burns, Ryan Price, Ninou
Hardaker, Leanne Kaczur, Takara
Kaczowski, Samantha Large,
Leslie Montferret and Deena
Zack.

Last year, Union Catholic High
School’s spring musical received
five nominations, including Best
Play, Best Director, Best Actor,
Best Supporting Actress and Best
Hair and Make-Up Design.

Maryann C. Carolan with Assis-
tant Director Tracy L. Trukowski
spearhead the play. Larry
Rothweiler is the Musical Direc-
tor and Ed Bontempo is the Cho-
reographer.

Ticket prices are $9 for adults
and $7 for students. All seats are
reserved and may be reserved by
calling (908) 889-1600.

Actor Robert John Buckley
Helps Deerfield School Actors

Robert John Buckley

MOUNTAINSIDE – Deerfield
School in
M o u n t a i n s i d e
held i ts f i rs t
Drama Workshop
with actor Rob-
ert John Buckley
on March 4 in
preparation for
the school’s up-
coming produc-
tion of Annie, Jr.
tomorrow, March
31 and Saturday,
April 1.

Mr. Buckley
worked with the
students on their
analysis of “Why
We Act?” “Telling
the Story,”
“Building a Char-
acter” and “Projection.” Students
were encouraged to think about
their ability to create an ensemble
on the stage, working coopera-
tively with one another for suc-
cess, and intellectually under-
standing their characters and the
story line of the show.

Special exercises in projection
and in relaxation techniques for

acting were also explored during
the three-
hour work-
shop.

M r .
Buckley, an
acting vet-
eran of film
te lev i s ion ,
and regional
and of f-
B r o a d w a y
stage, played
C o l o n e l
N a t h a n
Jessup in A
Few Good
Men, as
MacMillan in
Nuts, Dr.
Trench in
T h e

Widower’s Houses, and television
roles in “Law and Order,” “NYPD
Blue,” as well as other credits.

Tickets for the Annie, Jr. pro-
duction are $5. A dress rehearsal
with free seats for senior citizens
will be held tonight, Thursday,
March 30, at 7 p.m.

For more information, please
call (908) 232-8828.

Editorial
Continued from Pg. 22

it is always important to re-
member that these boys-to-men
do have lives of their own. In
fact, two of the BSB members
are getting hitched. Although
this has brought some fans to
drenching their pillows with
tears, the reality is that as much
as these boy bands adore their
fans, they also love other people
too.

So, when your daughter
stands on a long line waiting
for the latest BSB CD, or insists
on wallpapering her room with
pin-ups of Justin Timberlake,
remember those four men, you
probably screamed about when
you were her age: John, Paul,
George and Ringo.

The Dining Table

RATING:

Highest Possible Rating: 4 chef hats

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ISELIN – A bright turquoise
neon sign reading “EAT” beams
along Route No. 1, beckoning
lovers of Creole
fare into a terra
cotta hued res-
taurant speckled
with multi-col-
ored Christmas
lights.

Answering the
call with burning
appetites, diners at Jose Tejas in
Iselin always come away satiated
and longing for more spicy food
upon their next return.

Beyond festive, Jose Tejas is
decorated with more Christmas
lights, strands of jalapeno pep-
pers, and Mexican hats. You will
be serenaded by the suave
sounds of South of the Border
melodies which appropriately
blend into the dining experience.

A vast seating area with com-
fortable wooden chairs makes
up the main room, while a gener-
ous bar area accommodates
couples and small groups of
friends hoping to sip a frosty
margarita before being escorted
to their tables.

Waiters and waitresses are
adorned in clean white uniforms,
always polite and ready to please.
I have never encountered an un-
pleasant member of Jose Tejas’
wait staff.

A bowl brimming with lightly
salted tostada chips with tangy
salsa for dipping is immediately
brought to your table as you
select from an abundant menu
featuring appetizers, salads,
fajitas, Mexican specialties, Cajun
favorites, mesquite grilled fare

and burgers.
Caribbean Shrimp, Crawfish

Popcorn and Shrimp en Brochette
are just some of the amazing

appe t i z e r s
offered. The
seasoning in
all of these
appetizers is
never over
the top or
scorching to
the tongue –
simply per-

fect and reasonably priced, with
the highest being about $6.

Perhaps you’re looking to en-
joy something a little lighter in-
stead of a main dish. Jose Tejas
showcases eight salads from as
Mesquite Grilled Tuna Salad
($6.99) with tuna steak and black-
ened corn, tomatoes, red on-
ions, cheeses and other spices to
Cajun Cornflake Chicken Salad
($5.99) with green peppers, to-
matoes, lettuce and chicken fried
with cornflakes.

Shrimp and Crawfish Caesar
Salad ($6.99) is simply stellar. A
Cajun zinger to the average Cae-
sar salad packs punches with
refreshing spices and bounties
of delectable gulf shrimp.

Seasoned smoke trails emanat-
ing from the tempting fajita dishes
that pass your table may make
you want to follow the aroma.
Also reasonably priced, fajita
dishes range from $7.99 to $15.95.
Filet Mignon may be found in the
Cadillac Fajitas, while scrump-
tious blackened and boneless
chicken breast accompanies the
Rio Grande fajita selection.

I cannot tout enough the Craw-
fish Etouffee at Jose Tejas. About
four years ago, I paid my first
visit to this establishment, leery
of any shellfish but clams, shrimp
and crab. However, my dining
partner at the time, urged me to
try crawfish. I was never sorry
and I’ve been going back to Jose
Tejas time and again for the fla-
vors that can only be found in
their dish.

Rich and savory, the blend of
vegetables and spices blazes
through a gravy that cannot be
duplicated. I’m convinced of its
uniqueness. The tiny crawfish,
always perfectly cooked and
never chewy, swim happily
through this sauce. And who
wouldn’t?

The menu at Jose Tejas speaks
volumes, so I can’t reproduce the
entire selection here. However,
you will never be bored by what
is offered at this upbeat, festive
restaurant.

Let the EAT sign lure you into
Jose Tejas or a tantalizing, siz-
zling and spicy experience you
are sure to remember and want
to relive.

JOSE TEJAS
700 US HIGHWAY  NO. 1, ISELIN, (908) 283-3883

Duo Pianists
Continued from Pg. 22

said of Mr. Pierce’s performances,
“The American pianist, Joshua
Pierce, is an expressive artist
whose vigorous playing style
showed outstanding and skilled
playing…a wide degree of capri-
cious nuances and expressive
differences…captivating his au-
dience with brilliant articulation
supporting pure and intelligible
sounds as well as delicate dy-
namics and supple melodic
lines….his interpretation empha-
sizing the dramatic role of the
piano…”

Mr. Pierce has given many re-
citals, performed with various
chamber and contemporary en-
sembles and has concertized with
some of the world’s leading or-
chestras including the Royal Phil-
harmonic, London Philharmonia,
Luxembourg Radio Symphony,
Chicago Sinfonietta, Utah Sym-
phony, San Antonio Symphony,
Czech National Symphony Or-
chestra, the Slovak Philharmonic
and Slovak Radio Symphony, the
Moscow State Philharmonic and
the State Symphony Orchestra of
Russia at Tchaikovsky Hall in
Moscow.

Mr. Pierce discovered John
Cage in the 1970’s and has be-
come one of the most renowned
and skilled interpreters of his
music today. His landmark series
of recordings of Cage’s music on
the Wergo label has earned him
unanimous acclaim worldwide.

For example, Fanfare maga-
zine stated; “…Joshua Pierce is
the greatest living exponent of
the (Cage) Sonatas and Inter-
ludes” and Étude Revue (Paris)
said “Pierce’s interpretations is a
mixture of virtuosity, strength,
poetry and beautiful harmonies.”
Many of these John Cage compo-
sitions from the 1940’s and 50’s
have been recorded by Pierce
for the first time.

The Symphony will also in-
clude a new composition by New
Jersey composer and arranger
Mark McGurty in the evening’s
program, as well as Brahms’ “Sym-
phony No. 3” funded through
the generosity of the symphony’s
Brahms Society members.

For more information and ticket
details, please call the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra Box Office,
(908) 232-9400, or by calling the
Union County Arts Center Box
Office, (732) 499-8226.

Jewelry Designers David A.
Nugent and Cynthia L. Marble com-
prise “Evensong” jewelry in
Hinsdale, N.H.

“My work is jewelry in fine metal
and precious and semi-precious
stones. With competition from a
perfect early spring weekend the
customers chose us and came out
and had a delightful time,” Mr.
Nugent told The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

“They appreciated the artists as
they always do and they were not
shy about using their credit cards,”
he continued. “A fine spring show,
wonderfully run by Richard and
Joann, and a pleasure to be in
Westfield. I saw old friends, made
new ones and financially had a
successful event.”

Ted Leidelmeyer of Marlei Jew-
elry, Arts and Crafts in New Hope,
Pa. responded, “The quality of the
arts and crafts show was excellent.
The attendance was fair and people
came to buy. I had good responses
about my craft and I am very
pleased about the sales.”

Although it pleases me that the
artisans consider the craft show a
successful event, the amount of
stand-out, stellar and unique works
I expected to find there was not
found.

All Arts & Entertainment News
Must Be Submitted by 3/31 at 4 p.m.
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Arts & Entertainment
Pen and Ink

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Edward Hopper
( 1882-1967 )

“Seven a.m.” by Edward Hopper

The Backstreet Boys

The Mystique Behind the Boy Bands:
Is It the Harmony or the Hotties?

Nyack, N.Y.-born Edward
Hopper worked after hours
in his father’s dry goods
shop, deciding at seven years
old that he wanted to become
an artist. With coaxing from
his parents, Hopper focused
on illustration, attending the
New York School of Illustrat-
ing, later transferring to the
New York School of Art.

Hopper’s heart was guid-
ing him toward Paris, the City
of Lights. However, in retro-
spect, he felt “no great or
immediate impact” from his
studies there. A student of
American Realism, Hopper
also tried to find his muse in
London, Spain, Amsterdam,
Berlin and Brussels, before
he decided to settle in Green-
wich Village, N.Y.

A turbulent marriage to Jo
Nivison, who often modeled
for Hopper, was an unusu-
ally inspiring union for his
creative slump. However,
Nivison once said of Hopper,
“If I’m on the point of being
very happy, he sees to it that
I’m not.”

A painter of hotels, trains,
theaters, offices and light-
houses,  Hopper l inked
simple subject matter with
flat, calming colors. Yet, later
in his life, he struggled with
finding subjects to inspire
him and was unable to create
anything. The genre of Ab-
stract Expressionism particu-
larly stumped Hopper be-
cause he didn’t agree with its
concepts.

In 1967, Hopper died. His
wife died 10 months later.

Continued on Page 21

I was coming home from Newark Airport last year with a friend
after picking up his nieces from Chicago when they started
gleefully pulling CD’s from The Backstreet Boys (BSB) and ‘N
Sync out of their backpacks.

While my friend bemoaned their choice in music, I was
surprised to find my 20-something self responding, “Oh, my God,
I love that CD!” I’m embarrassed to say so, but as much as these
bands appeal to the teeny-bopper set, I found myself singing
BSB’s “I Want It That Way”
in my Ford Taurus more
times than I can count.

The appeal of the boy
band has a long and admi-
rable history. Since the days
of Duran Duran, New Kids
on the Block, and Boys II
Men, banding together a
bunch of teenage boys who
are very easy on the eyes
has been a successful com-
bination. Throngs of
screaming teenage women
clutching oak tag posters
touting, “I Luv You, BSB!
U-R-The Best!” agree.

Watching an MTV spe-
cial with ‘N Sync this week-
end, I was not shocked to
see the audience of girls which toppled over each other just to get
a glimpse of lead hottie, Justin Timberlake. Rumor has it,
however, that Britney Spears has her eyes glued on him, and vice
verse.

While boy bands may appeal to teenage women because they
have a crush or love interest in a particular band member (Hey,
I loved Duran Duran’s John Taylor once!), the harmonizing by the
members isn’t so horrible either. Granted, there are times when
one tune may sound like another and the songs may seem like
they overlap, but overall, the boy bands have significant appeal.

Beyond the mystique surrounding the boy band phenomenon,

Dorothy Jonas and Joshua PiercePlace tomatoes, clam juice, cajun spices, salt and chicken
cubes in pot. Heat to boiling point. Reduce heat and simmer
uncovered. Stir occassionally for about 15 minutes.

Heat vegetable oil in skillet over medium heat. Stir in flour
and cook, stir until mixture is an auburn brown, for about 10
minutes. Add onions, celery, pepper and garlic. Cook for five
minutes.

Add in tomatoes, clam juice, cajun spice, salt and chicken
mixture from other pot. Boil, then simmer uncovered for
about 15 minutes.

Allow mixture to stand 3 minutes away from heat of oven.
Cook rice according to package directions, adding 3/4 tsp.

to the water.
Serve etouffee mixture over the rice.

1/3 c. vegetable oil 3 chicken breasts, cubed
1/2 c. chopped onion 1 1/2 c. uncooked rice
1/4 c. chopped green pepper 1/3 c. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. garlic, minced 1/4 c. celery, chopped
8 oz. clam juice 1 lb. can tomatoes
1 3/4 tsp. cajun spice mix 1 tsp. salt

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient
Savory Chicken Etouffee

Please Send
All A&E News

To:
Michelle@goleader.com

SELF-TAUGHT SCULPTOR...John Jackson creates metal sculp-
tures out of varied discarded materials such as bicycle parts and
spark plugs.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chinese Music Concerts
Set in Scotch Plains

And Berkeley Heights
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Chi-

nese American Music Ensemble
(CAME), a non-profit organization
based in Union County, will offer
two concerts featuring choral, vo-
cal and instrumental music.

The first concert will be held on
Saturday, April 1, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Scotch Plains Senior Homes,
2002 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains
and on Saturday, May 6, at 2:30
p.m. at Runnells Hospital, 40
Watchung Way, Berkeley Heights.

In each concert, a variety of
choral music, including an adult
chorus and children’s chorus, vo-
cal and instrumental music will be
presented.

The concerts are free and open
to residents of Union County. For
more information, please call (201)
460-4660.

Duo Pianists Discuss
Upcoming Performance

With Symphony Orchestra

 Small Handful of Artisans
Present Extraordinary
Works at Craft Market

“Family” Teapot
by Nicolas Zaytceva-Freres
of Zaytceva Design as seen at the
Westfield Craft Market

By DAVID PALLADINO AND
MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The spotlights at
the Union County Arts Center in
Rahway are expected to shine
brightly upon duo pianists Joshua
Pierce and Dorothy Jonas as the

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
presents its fourth concert of the
current season on Saturday, April
1, at 8 p.m.

The baton of Music Director
David Wroe will guide this unique
performance, as duo piano pieces
are seldom presented in the state.

Mozart’s “Concerto No. 10 for
Two Pianos, K. 365” will be per-
formed by both Mr. Pierce and Ms.
Jonas, while Mr. Pierce will play
Ellington’s “New World a-Comin’”
as a solo piece.

While each artist maintains a
successful career as a soloist, the
duo has appeared as an ensemble
for over two decades. They have
been well acclaimed as “consum-
mate technicians with marvelous
articulation” and “fast becoming
the premier duo-piano team in the
recording industry.”

During a brief telephone inter-
view on March 15 with The
Westfield Leader and The Times,
Mr. Pierce discussed the evening’s
program. He noted that the
Ellington piece represented a
“Eutopia for black society with no
violence and no racism.”

The Mozart piece, which he
noted has been performed several
times all over the world, is “classi-
cal and beautiful” according to Mr.
Pierce.

The duo pianists confided their
enthusiasm and respect for the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, as
well as Maestro Wroe.

“They seem very professional,”
said Ms. Jonas.

“For a community orchestra, it
(Westfield Symphony Orchestra)
is excellent,” stated Mr. Pierce.

Mr. Pierce recalled being called
upon last year by the Symphony to
perform on three days notice, re-
membering the concert as “very
successful.”

Mr. Pierce and Ms.
Jonas perform the stan-
dard repertoire for two
pianos and orchestra
and have introduced
and recorded many im-
portant 20th century
works. Their recordings
range from the two pi-
ano works of Mozart to
John Cage’s “Three
Dances for Two Pre-
pared Pianos,” Charles
Ives’ “The Pieces in
Quartertones,” and
“Concerto for Two Pi-
anos & Orchestra” by
Robert Starer.

The duo pianists are
both members of the
Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences. Re-
cordings by Mr. Pierce

and Ms. Jonas appear on Wergo,
MMC, Centaur and IMP.

Ms. Jonas is originally from San
Antonio, Tex. and has toured ex-
tensively throughout North
America and Europe appearing
with conductors such as Igor
Stravinsky, Nicolas Flagello, Max
Reiter, Elmer Bernstein and Andre
Kostelantz.

She has been a guest soloist
with the symphony orchestras of
Houston, Dallas, San Antonio,
Santa Fe, and Jacksonville. She has
performed in such well known
venues as Carnegie Hall and Alice
Tully Hall in New York, Constitu-
tion Hall, Washington; the Acad-
emy of Music in Philadelphia as
well as in Toronto, Montreal and
Quebec City.

Ms. Jonas has been a regular
guest on radio as well as on na-
tional and regional television.

Mr. Pierce, who performed Rhap-
sody in Blue with the WSO in
1998, was born in New York, where
he attended Julliard as the recipi-
ent of the Hecksher Foundation
Award, as well as at the Manhattan
School of Music where he did
post-graduate work in conducting
at Columbia University.

He is known as a “thoroughly
brilliant and intelligent interpreter”
(Szene, Hamburg, Deutschland)
of the standard repertoire and is
widely recognized as an important
exponent of contemporary music.

One of the Czech Republic’s
leading music critics, Pavel Stojar

Continued on Page 21

Drew Art Association
Mounts April Exhibit

At Local Hospital
MOUNTAINSIDE – During

April, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital (CSH) will host a spe-
cial exhibit of
the Drew Art
Association
e n t i t l e d ,
“ C h i l d ’ s
Play.” The
paintings,
drawings and
photographs of over 30 local art-
ists will be on display throughout
CSH’s three exhibition hallways.

“Child’s Play” is open to the
public from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
daily, at CSH, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside. An artist’s
reception will be held on Sunday,
April 9, from 2 to 4 p.m. Admission
is free and open to the public.
Visitors are requested to enter the
hospital through the Ambulance
Entry.

The artists’ works are offered for
sale. A portion of the sale pro-
ceeds will benefit CSH.

this craft show. Clever in composi-
tion, each of these works by Sue
Fleischer are conversation pieces
– truly individual and original.

While a plethora of hand-painted
clothing filled booths like a re-run
of craft shows I’ve witnessed in
school gymnasiums, hand-painted
beauty was available in glass pieces
by vendor April Glass of Long
Island City.

Purchasing a set of this glass-
ware, which includes goblets, gen-
erously sized platters and pitchers,
is an ideal notion. Although paint-
ing on glass seems to be a trendy
craft these days, the designs by
April Glass are distinct and full of
glowing detail rarely found in other
artists’ works.

The only other vendor worthy
of kudos is Nicolas Zaytceva-Freres
of Zaytceva Design. A stacking of
whimsical teapots in “Family” tea-
pot had an “Alice in Wonderland”
quality that made you stop and
take notice.

Without a doubt, Zaytceva con-
ducted one of the more interesting
booths in the Westfield Craft Mar-
ket.

During the week, I requested
input from some of the artisans
who participated in the craft show
via e-mail.

Continued on Page 21

Mary McEnerney

Thinking of Buying
or Selling A Home?
You Want The Best!!

Just Call

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

1997, 1998, 1999 – NJAR Gold Member

Imagine The Good Life!

WESTFIELD $899,000
In the “Gardens.” Four Bedroom, 2½ Bath Center Hall Brick Tudor.
This home boasts a 25 foot designer Kitchen adjacent to Family Room.
Custom built-ins, wainscotting, slate roof and the finest attention to details.
Call Mary for further details: (908) 233-5555, Ext. 189. WSF-8638

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday 1–4pm
811 Cedar Terrace • Westfield

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Strolling past
booths maintained by artisans from
all over the country early Saturday
evening at the National Guard
Armory in Westfield, I found my-
self sorely disappointed and
numbed by the selection offered
in the 12th Westfield Spring Craft
Market. I had higher expectations.

Although a reported 140 artists
and craft designers displayed their
wares at the $6 per person event,
only about a handful of these
booths really contained rare and
never-before-seen talent.

For example, Jean-Pierre Weill
Studios, tucked to the rear of the
craft venue should have been
placed in a more prominent posi-
tion. The framed artwork by Mr.
Weill was perhaps one of the most
unique works I saw the entire
afternoon.

In a process created by Mr. Weill
called vitreography, several sheets
of glass are decorated with opaque
and translucent paints and inks to
create a three-dimensional view-
point in works such as “Life” which
was inspired by artist Paul Klee.

Polymer clay accessories and
wearable art pieces by Casual El-
egance in Baltimore, Md. were
vibrant and welcome additions to


