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Concepts &Thought
School Board Election Coverage

Ava McNamara Commences
Campaign for SP-F School Bd.

Westfield BOE  Candidate Anne Riegel Notes
Finance Background and Experience

MaryBeth Schaumberg
Announces Candidacy
For Mountainside BOE

MOUNTAINSIDE – MaryBeth
Schaumberg of Darby Lane and a life-
long Mountainside resident, has an-
nounced that she is running as a write-in
candidate for a three-year seat on the
Mountainside Board of Education.

Ms. Schaumberg has been involved in
all three phases of the Mountainside
School District’s Strategic Planning pro-
cess. She served on the State of the
Community Committee, and as a licensed
real estate agent was able to provide
information relating to real estate values
and trends in the community.

In addition, the candidate served on

MaryBeth Schaumberg

the Strategic Planning Council and ulti-
mately served on the Action Plan Com-
mittee for Partnerships. The focus of this
Action Plan Committee was to create
and foster a partnership between school,
family and community.

In a press release, Ms. Schaumberg
stated that she believes “there must be
critical scrutiny placed on every dollar
spent in our schools.”

Ms. Schaumberg has served the school
system as Chairperson for various com-
mittees in the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion. She acted as New Parent Liaison for
the past three years, Co-Chair of the
Spring Festival Committee at Deerfield
School last year and previously served as
Chairperson for the PTA Hospitality
Committee.

The candidate is currently completing
the second year of her two-year term as
PTA Vice-President for Moppet through
second grade.

Ms. Schaumberg has graduated from
Deerfield School, Class of 1976. She
attended Jonathan Dayton Regional High
School, graduating in 1980. The candi-
date also attended Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pa.

Known to Mountainside residents by
her pre-marriage name, MaryBeth Roche,
the candidate resides with her husband,
Andy, in the borough with their three
children, ages 10, 8 and 2.

Tom Russo Announces
Candidacy for SP-F BOE

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tom Russo,
a resident of Scotch Plains since 1966,
has announced his candidacy for re-
election to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education. He is completing
his first three year term on the board.

Mr. Russo and his wife, Marla, a local
artist, are the parents of two sons, Alex,
a fifth grader at Brunner Elementary
School and Chris, an eighth grader at
Park Middle School.

A 1974 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Russo at-
tended Shackamaxon Elementary
School and Terrill Middle School, be-
fore attaining a degree in economics
from the College of William and Mary
and a law degree from American Uni-
versity.

The candidate is employed as a trial
lawyer with offices in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Russo also has three siblings who
attended district schools as well as a
niece and nephew at McGinn Elemen-
tary School.

The candidate is a past President of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club,
a former Vice President of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Jaycees, a member of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association, and a catechist at St.
Bartholomew’s Church.

Mr. Russo has also served as a youth
baseball coach and volunteer legal coun-
sel to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Mu-
sic Boosters Association, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association and the St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Softball League.

Mr. Russo became interested in Board
of Education work through his five years
on the Executive Committee of Brunner
Parent Teacher Association and his ser-
vice on the district’s Citizen’s Budget
Committee prior to his election in 1997.

As a board member, Mr. Russo has
served on the Policy Committee, Joint
Board of Education/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association Com-
munication Committee, negations com-
mittees for supervisors and administra-
tors and on the Community Relations
Committee.

The candidate explained that he is
seeking re-election because “It is ex-
tremely gratifying to be able to give
back to the community. The school sys-
tem delivered exceptional educational
opportunities for me and my family that
enabled us to have a competitive advan-
tage in college and the business world.
I want our children to have that same
advantage.”

Mr. Russo stated, “Three years ago, I
told the citizens of Scotch Plains that I
wanted to improve the perception of the
board by making it more accessible.
The board has made tough decisions in
those three years, many of which I have
disagreed with, but none has been made
behind closed doors or by committee.”

The candidate continued, “All have
been subjected to public scrutiny at meet-
ings held around the district for the
convenience of the public. The board
recently adopted my suggestion to
amend its policy on public comment,
making it more convenient for citizens
to speak at board meetings.”

“Board members have become ac-
cessible by telephone, e-mail, and the
district Web site. I expect the board to
continue to seek the advice of the public
in the decision-making process,” he
added.

Westfield BOE Candidate,
Kimberly Rhodes, Reveals
Campaign Team Members

School Board Candidates
Forum Slated in Westfield

Ideas, Energy and A Bit of Money
Make for a Great Education, Says
Westfield BOE Candidate Billson

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parent-Teacher Council has an-
nounced that citizens will have the
opportunity to meet the candidates
for the upcoming school board elec-
tions at its annual “Meet the Candi-
dates” on Monday, March 27, at
7:45 p.m. in the auditorium at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield.

The public is invited to attend and
ask the five candidates any ques-
tions.

The candidates for three-year
terms include: Peter W. Billson,
Kimberly Rhodes, incumbents
Carol Molnar, Anne L. Riegel and
Thomas Taylor. For a one-year term,
incumbent Michael Kessler is run-
ning un-opposed.

The moderator will be Bonnie
Ruggiero of Scotch Plains from the
Westfield Area League of Women
Voters.

The event will be videotaped for
re-broadcast on TV-36, schedule to
be announced.

For more information, please call
(908) 654-8628.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — Ava
McNamara, a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains and mother of three, is
embarking on her campaign to gain
a seat on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

“I have watched with great inter-
est the issues facing the board this
past year and am confident that I can
add to the mix of talents, while in-
jecting a much needed perspective -
if elected I will be the only member
of the board with elementary school
aged children attending district
schools,” she stated.

“Without a doubt, the most im-
portant issue facing our district over
the coming three years will be the
next phase of the recent facilities
and enrollment decision,” Mrs.
McNamara explained. “For this
plan to be as successful as we are
told it will be, there must be a
constant, critical eye applied to
every detail.”

The candidate’s background in the
legal profession, as well as several
years as an auditor give her what she
feels is “invaluable insight into de-
tails of constructing a workable, safe

and productive environment for our
children’s education.”

The replacement of retiring ad-
ministrators and teachers is another
extremely important issue for Mrs.
McNamara.

“We must be sure to maintain con-
tinuity while finding and retaining
the best candidates in an increas-
ingly competitive job market,” she
noted.

Mrs. McNamara lives and works
in Scotch Plains and, next Septem-
ber, will have all three of her children
in our elementary schools.

WESTFIELD — Kimberly
Rhodes, candidate for the Westfield
Board of Education, released the

names of her campaign team.
Trudy Silverman of Edgewood

Avenue is acting as campaign man-
ager and Linda Heroux of Lincoln
Road is the treasurer. Both women
are actively involved in the commu-
nity and have children in the Westfield
School District.

Ms. Silverman said that she was
“honored and delighted to have the
opportunity to work with such a com-
mitted candidate and (she is) looking
forward to helping Kim win the elec-
tion so that she can utilize her talents
for the benefit of the children of
Westfield.”

Ms. Heroux echoed Ms.
Silverman’s view and added, “Kim
has already demonstrated a willing-
ness to volunteer her time, and her
election to the school board is a
natural extension of all the work she
had done for the district and the
community as a whole.”

Ms. Rhodes said that commitment
to the community is the cornerstone
of her campaign platform. She noted
that she believes in public education
and feels the children are best served
when all members of a community
work together for the betterment of
its schools.

WESTFIELD – Anne L. Riegel, a
candidate for Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, announced that her campaign
is under way.

“The positive reaction to my can-
didacy has been overwhelming,” Mrs.
Riegel announced.

When the candidate was appointed
to the board last fall, she was imme-
diately assigned to the Finance Com-
mittee due to her background in fi-
nance. Mrs. Riegel helped to formu-
late the 2000-2001 school budget.

As a committee member, she at-
tended meetings with department
heads and school administrators as
many potential items for the budget
were considered.

Mrs. Riegel believes that “one of
the board’s most significant respon-
sibilities is recommending a sound
budget that meets district goals.”

At Equitable Capital Management,
Mrs. Riegel invested in corporate
debt securities. Her responsibilities
included analyzing accounting state-
ments, preparing financial projec-
tions and meeting with company
management to discuss operations,
long-range plans and funding capa-
bilities.

At Citicorp Investment Bank, she
evaluated merger and acquisition
transactions using similar analytical
tools.

“My experience analyzing the fi-
nancial strength of companies pre-

pared me to ask important questions
about items within our budget as
well as our priorities,” she stated.

Mrs. Riegel earned a Master of
Business of Administration from
Columbia University, where she
majored in finance and accounting.
She also graduated from the Wharton
Business School at University of
Pennsylvania, with a Bachelor of
Science in finance and marketing.

As a member of the Long Range
Planning Committee, Mrs. Riegel is
presently exploring alternatives for
dealing with enrollment growth at

Westfield High School.
Enrollment is projected to increase

by almost 500 students to 1,800 within
five years, just counting the children
already in Westfield’s schools.

“I am particularly dedicated to find-
ing a space solution which maintains
a strong curriculum, reasonable class
sizes and appropriate educational fa-
cilities. As the high school grows
larger, I want to ensure that our teen-
agers have sufficient access to caring
adults — including counselors, teach-
ers and coaches,” reported Mrs. Riegel.

Peter W. Billson

“Its very simple,” stated Westfield
Board of Education candidate Peter
W. Billson. “The root
of almost any problem
can ultimately be
traced to a problem
with communication.
Wars have been started,
marriages have failed
and school budgets
have been defeated, all
due to poor communi-
cation.”

When asked to explain
his statement Mr. Billson
said, “Too often conver-
sations about education
focus on funds instead of
fundamentals.”

He went on to add,
“Thirty percent of Westfield house-
holds have children in our schools

and know the great value they are
getting for their tax dollar. The other

70 percent don’t have
children in our
schools and, without
open and honest com-
munication, they
don’t see any value.
We can not ignore
them 11 months a
year and then expect
them to support a bud-
get in April.”

Mr. Billson went on
to illustrate our se-
nior citizen commu-
nity as an example of
a group that is a fan-
tastic and
underutilized re-

source.

(908) 272-4456
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✺  HEPA Vacuum Sanding System
✺  House & Desk Power Washing
✺  Free Estimates, Fully Insured
✺  Residential or Commercial
✺  Professional Color Design
✺  Deck Staining & Sealing
✺  25 Years of Experience
✺  Custom Detail Work
✺  Exteriors, Interiors
✺  General Carpentry
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Owner on Job � No Subs

756 East Broad Street � Westfield � 908-232-6770 ext. 126

SUMMER FUN

Temple Emanu-El Nursery School
PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Weekly Themes • Half-Day Program
• Crafts, Music, Stories, Drama

• Wading Pools • Movement Specialist
• Shabbat Celebration

A SUPER camp program for
Pre-Schoolers ages 2½-5


