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Concepts &Thought

Tufts University Posts
Names of Students
Making Dean’s List

Tufts University in Somerville,
Mass. has announced that David K.
Solondz of Mountainside and Sheri
D. Weinberg of Scotch Plains have
been named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 1999 semester.

Linda Pastir to be Honored
By Johns Hopkins University

WESTFIELD – Linda Pastir, a biol-
ogy teacher at Westfield High School
(WHS), has been chosen by Johns
Hopkins University to
be honored for her posi-
tive influence on the
academic lives of stu-
dents she has taught.

Mrs. Pastir was
nominated for this
honor by Beth Satkin,
a former WHS student
of Mrs. Pastir’s while
she was a participant
in the University’s
Center for Talented
Youth Program.

“I was thrilled to
learn that Beth identi-
fied me as someone
who made a signifi-
cant difference in her
life,” said Mrs. Pastir upon receiving a
letter from Johns Hopkins University
notifying her that she had been selected.

“Having one’s work in the classroom
acknowledged by students is the greatest
reward teachers can ever receive,” she
stated.

Beth, who is currently attending Brown
University as a freshman, wrote an essay

nominating Mrs. Pastir in which she
described her former teacher as a “com-
passionate and caring teacher who chal-

lenged me to test
my limits.”

To honor Mrs.
Pastir, Johns
Hopkins Univer-
sity has awarded
her with a Certifi-
cate of Recogni-
tion and has in-
vited her to attend
the New Jersey
Regional Teacher
Recognition Cer-
emony, a program
sponsored by the
Geraldine R.
Dodge Founda-
tion that honors
outstanding New

Jersey educators.
WHS Principal Dr. Robert G. Petix

stated, “Linda Pastir is a scholarly pres-
ence in our school community whose
students year after year excel in her rigor-
ous College Prep and Advanced Place-
ment Biology courses. She is an out-
standing teacher who is a most deserving
recipient of this award.”

Peer Leadership Program
At Edison Is State Model

WESTFIELD – Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield hosted
the “New Jersey Peer-to-Peer
Marches On” on February 24.

Approximately 19 students from
both Roosevelt and Edison Inter-
mediate Schools participated along

with 200 intermediate school stu-
dents representing 14 schools in
the state.

Westfield’s Peer Leadership pro-
gram has been selected as a model
for the statewide program.

Student Assistance Counselor
Marie Koch is the advisor of the
program. She addressed adults from
40 schools, emphasizing the im-
portance of preventative programs
for adolescents to cope with peer
pressure.

Assisting Ms. Koch with student
activities on February 24 were
teachers Craig Juelis of Roosevelt
School and Noah Tennant of Edison
School.

New Jersey’s Commissioner of
Health and Senior Services Dr.
Christine Grant was on hand to
participate in the student work-
shops.

New Jersey News taped segments
of both the adult and student train-
ing to be aired at a future date.

This is the third year that a state-
wide program has been in exist-
ence following the initiative taken
by Westfield, under the direction
of Ms. Koch, four years ago.

CELEBRATING THINKING DAY…Wilson Elementary School in Westfield
recently held a party for the Girl Scout troops at the school in celebration of
Thinking Day, a day when Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the world meet
to think of their sisters worldwide. The celebration involved over 100 girls,
learning the cultural aspects of England, South Africa, Japan and United States
American Indians. Pictured, left to right, are: mothers, Ingrid McKinley and
Molly Adams holding up the flags of England as the girls participate in a game
of “London Bridges Falling Down.”

GOOD CITIZENS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield has pre-
sented its Citizenship Award for the second marking period. Recipients in
grades 1-8 were selected by their teachers. Pictured, left to right, are: first row,
Kinya Alexander, Brittany Leonard, Thomas McMatton, Gabrielle Titone,
Elaina Kujawski, Caroline Williams and Maggie Fitzpatrick; second row,
Sophie Wilderotter, Luke Granstrand, Deenie Quinn, Laura Harris, Brian
Serzan, Eric Delaney, Brianne Lojo, Jennie Mathew and Michele Ball. Missing
from the photo are Julia Wasilewski, Patrick Muldoon and Alexander Somnolet.

The Learning Curve
Educating Children Must Be Addressed
Holistically, Considering Many Facets

By DAVID DONOVAN

In this new millennium, we face an
old question: “How shall our young be
educated?”

The competent education of our
youth remains a fundamental cultural
concern in America, generally, and in
New Jersey, specifically. This concern
underlies public debate from national
presidential campaigns to state discus-
sions on funding and municipal au-
tonomy.

The urgency and resonance of edu-
cation as a policy issue, therefore,
rightly informs our public discourse at
every level, a fact seen most readily in
stump speeches by Vice President Al
Gore regarding universal Internet ac-
cess and in recent controversies sur-
rounding the Newark Board of Educa-
tion takeover.

It is an issue, moreover, that cuts
broadly across categories of race, class,
gender, and geography. Many demo-
graphic forecasts have anticipated, for
example, profound social changes that
will invariably impact our future edu-
cational needs.

According to both the United States
Census Bureau and the National Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools, the
number of public school students in
America from mixed ethnic ancestry
will increase from the current 3.5 mil-
lion to approximately 6 million by
2010. And although 21 percent of the
52 million school children in America
remain below the poverty line, house-
hold spending on education has in-
creased almost 20 percent since 1987.

Commensurate socio-economic
transformations are evident in New
Jersey where median income remains
26 percent above national norms, but
where the expected 1.2 million inter-
national immigrants to the state by
2025 place New Jersey fourth among
the net migration gains of the 50 states
and the District of Columbia.

These statistics are significant and
telling. For our schools, in ways ap-
propriate to and consistent with their
institutional functions in a diverse and
democratic republic, must address such
changing realities.

Because it is education that, in times
of transition, implicates most directly
what we believe to be our greatest asset
and our principal source of promise,
our children.

To be sure, the narrow issue of com-
petent education begs a broader issue
of understanding: namely, how we view
both the human self and the learning
experience.

In other words, when we inquire
“How shall our young be educated?”,
we presuppose the more elemental con-
viction that “There are good ways of
educating our young.”

This latter proposition ultimately im-
plies a vision about the designs and
objectives of the teaching act and the
nature and disposition of the learner.
Hence, our conviction that teaching
styles accommodate learning styles;
that course content be accessible to
students processing information visu-
ally, aurally, and kinesthetically; that
technology as a tool be integral and not
merely an adjunct to school culture;
and that students be taught to read,

write, think, and speak critically, ana-
lytically, and independently.

But perhaps above all, we recognize
that human ends are germane but not
identical to pedagogical means. That
is to say, education is not fundamen-
tally vocational but personal, not solely
to work a job but to live nobly.

To be literate is one thing, to act well
is quite another. Education must ad-
dress then its human subject holisti-
cally. That students are first and fore-
most beings with rational and affective
inclinations toward good, truth, and
beauty is an ancient but monumental
admission; for young people engage
these sublime dimensions routinely
through capacities of body, mind and
spirit.

Young men and women alike work
and play, imagine and aspire, think
and act. They partake civically in ser-
vice and interact communally in recre-
ation. And it is when the values of
these activities are referenced scholas-
tically that true learning and growth
develop.

This may happen, for instance, when
a student embraces John Locke’s theory
of government as an analogue to demo-
cratic participation in his or her own
student council system, or when a
young person connects the majesty of
Newtonian mathematical design with
the wonder of his or her personal expe-
rience on an airplane flight, or when a
learner discerns that imagism in litera-
ture, Impressionism in painting, and
jazz in music constitute mere varia-
tions of a common impulse toward
experimentation in modern perception,
or when one accepts that the physical
accomplishments of a Michael Jordan
on a basketball court derive most im-
mediately from non-physical attributes
of responsibility and discipline ac-
quired through educational formation.

Here is where character education
meets the three “R’s”, where an ideal
integration of the student and society,
an alchemy of the personal and social,
transpires. Because when society is
envisioned as the classroom writ large,
education is transformed into an active
principle of how to inhabit the world
fully and humanely, ecumenically and
charitably, with measured sense and
immeasurable sensibility.

It is this vision that imposes the
greatest demands upon us as “disci-
pliners” — a word and self-conception
linked etymologically to the Latin
docereour (“to teach”) and discere (“to
learn”). For properly executed, teach-
ing involves a seeking, an exploration
as learners undertaken jointly with stu-
dents.

This explication lends greater depth
to our appreciation of all academics as
a discipline, as an activity that fashions
an ideal order from the chaos of our
material condition. And importantly,
this ideal order is both internal and
external; the control of our outward
environment that technology, for ex-
ample, affords us is made possible only
by an inward ordering of our own
being through educational practice.

Soul thus enlivens and conditions
culture; culture, in turn, makes out-
wardly manifest our inward orienta-
tion toward learning. Ultimately, this
humanistic anthropology, informed by
a classic vision of self and the relation-
ship of self to culture, should ground
our every educational effort.

These considerations, of course, have
substantial philosophical implications
and invite us to ask poignant norma-
tive questions. For instance, can core
and humane values of respect and in-
tegrity translate effectively across cur-
riculum? Are curricular and co-cur-
ricular areas of achievement mutually-
sustaining? Do the three central disci-
plines of our schools — the arts, sci-
ences, and humanities — dialogue with
one another intelligibly and engage
our students substantively?

These questions are complex because
the human person is complex, possess-
ing personal and social, intellectual and
emotional, physical and psychological
dimensions that systems of education
must acknowledge and enrich.

Such an acknowledgment remains
essential and prior to any theory of
education. And it is only an examined
theory of education that can effect, in
practice, authentic and lasting educa-
tional change.

*  *  *  *  *
David Donovan is the Dean of Admis-

sion at Delbarton School.

Linda Pastir
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Gwendolyn Schundler
Earns Honor Roll Status
WESTFIELD – Junior

Gwendolyn Schundler of Westfield
has received First Honors for the
second quarter of the marking pe-
riod at Mount St. Dominic Acad-
emy in Caldwell.

Gwendolyn is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schundler.

NOW

OPEN Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

New Jersey
Cellular

“ALL YOUR WIRELESS NEEDS”

MARCH MADNESS!!

Free Phones!

$29.99/month
• 400 minutes
• Free Voice Mail
• Free Caller ID
• Free Call Waiting

Beepers only $1.99/month
Ask about FREE

(after rebate)

Serving Union County Since 1992
11 Eastman Street, Cranford
(between the theatre & Café Rock)

Call Store for Details
1-908-497-2100


