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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

March 16 � 7:30pm
Scotch Plains Municipal Building

430 Park Avenue
For questions or additional information please call

(908) 654-0553 or (908) 233-5307

Attention all Residents:

You are legally entitled to be heard on this matter:
Bowcraft Amusement Parks is planning

an expansion that includes plans for
A WATERSLIDE AND WATERPARK

 including over 500 parking spaces.

TONIGHT

~
� A substantial increase in traffic, congestion and accidents in

and around the surrounding area and neighborhoods and on
Route 22 itself. Increases in automobile, N.J. transit and pedes-
trian traffic are all areas of  consideration.

� Quality of Life issues including the substantial increases in Noise
Pollution and Litter.

� Increases in the demands, and the associated costs, upon all
Emergency Services including the Police and Volunteer Rescue
Squad. The  possible lack of  availability and increase in response
time of  these services to the general public.

� The impact on the image and Small Town feeling of  the entire
community.

� The impact and potential decrease in property values in the sur-
rounding communities. A local Realtor has strongly stated that
the proposed changes �will have a dramatic impact on residen-
tial property values.�

Large Selection of
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Headboards
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$50 Off
any Futon or

Day Bed
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$100 Off
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Sterns & Foster
mattress

Leader Reader Says Proof is in Public Health Studies
That Fluoridation of Water Supply Does not Work

I wholeheartedly agree with Marjorie
Scariati’s Letter to the Editor (The
Westfield Leader, February 17) and oth-
ers who have written to the newspaper to
oppose fluoridation of our water in
Westfield.

Many intelligent but busy people have
not had the time to research the history
of water fluoridation. Thus they still
innocently believe the industry-insti-
gated claims about fluoridation and tooth
decay.

Fluoride is a toxic waste of the large
and powerful aluminum industry, which
in 1938 started a campaign to sell this
poison to water companies all over the
world. Turning an unwanted waste prod-
uct into profit was a businessman’s
dream. It was worth a lot of money, so
plenty of money was spent on one of the
biggest lobbying efforts ever undertaken.
And why not? Who wouldn’t want to get
rid of a poisonous by-product by selling
it? (Today it would probably be costly to
dump it or bury it.) Intensive lobbying
pressure was brought to bear on public
health officials and dental associations.
It certainly paid off for the industry, but
not for the general health of the public,
and not even for the betterment of teeth.

In the largest U.S. study on fluorida-
tion and tooth decay (as of 1993) U.S.
Public Health Service dental records of
over 39,000 school children, ages 5-17,
from 84 areas around the United States,
showed that the number of decayed,
missing and filled teeth per child was
virtually the same in fluoridated and
non-fluoridated areas.

Dr. John Colquhoun, former Chief
Dental Officer of the Department of
Health for Auckland, New Zealand, in-
vestigated tooth decay statistics from
about 60,000 12 to 13-year-old children
and showed that fluoridation had no
significant effect on the decay rate of
permanent teeth.

The October 1987 issue of the Journal
of the Canadian Dental Association
makes the following statements: “Sur-
vey results in British Columbia with
only 11 percent of the population using
fluoridated water show lower average
tooth decay rates than provinces with
40-70 percent of the population drinking
fluoridated water” and “school districts
reporting the highest caries-free rates in
the province were totally unfluoridated.”

In 1993, the Subcommittee on Health
Effects of Ingested Fluoride of the Na-
tional Research Council admitted that 8
percent to 51 percent and sometimes up
to 80 percent of the children living in
areas fluoridated with the amount of
fluoride recommended by promoters of
fluoridation have fluoride poisoning
(dental fluorosis).

Since these official studies show no
benefits to teeth from fluoridation, I
would like to know who did those stud-
ies that claim such benefits? Some orga-
nization that was paid well by the alumi-
num industry perhaps?

In 1988, the ability of fluoride to
transform normal cells into cancer cells
was confirmed by the Oregon National

Laboratory. Research by Dr. Dean Burk,
former Chief Chemist of the National
Cancer Institute, showed that 10,000 or
more fluoridation-linked cancer deaths
occur yearly in the United States. Since
1990, the National Cancer Institute, the
New Jersey Department of Health, and
the Safe Water Foundation have all found
that the incidence of osteosarcoma, a
type of bone cancer, is substantially
higher in young men exposed to fluori-
dated water as compared to those who
are not.

The following two paragraphs are
taken from an article in The Spotlight:
“In 1990 and 1991 the chief toxicologist
at the EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency), Dr. William Marcus, looked at
all the data and reported that there is no
question that fluoride causes cancer. He
lost his job, but he went to court to get his
job back.

Here was the highest-ranking toxi-
cologist at the EPA, but he initially lost
his job. That tells you that the orders
about fluoridation aren’t coming from
scientists. In fact, the union of profes-
sional workers and scientists at the EPA
has gone on record in opposition to the
fluoridation of the water supply. Despite
all of that, the EPA director at the time,
Carol Browning, who was an appointee,
said that fluoridation is fine.”

From 1990 to 1995 the Journal of the
American Medical Association pub-
lished four separate articles linking hip
fracture rates to fluoride in the water.
There are also indications that fluorida-
tion involves special risks for people
with kidney disease.

In the current edition of “Prescription
for Nutritional Healing” by Dr. James
Balch, there is a caution for men with
any kind of prostate problem not to drink
fluoridated water. Since over half of all
men over 50, and three-quarters of men
over 70 have enlarged prostate glands, it
is obvious that there are many men in
Westfield who have prostate problems,
and they should all be concerned about
the potential fluoridation of our water.
(This book is currently available in book
stores for $20. All of the information in
this book is not contained in a small
condensed version at $6.95.)

Following the initial fluoridation of
the water supply in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, the Journal of the American Dental
Association warned: “We do know the
use of drinking water containing as little
as 1.2 parts per million of fluorine will
cause such developmental disturbances
in bones as osteosclerosis, spondylosis
and osteopetrosis, as well as goiter, and
we cannot afford to run the risk of pro-
ducing such serious systemic distur-
bances in applying a doubtful procedure
intended to prevent development of den-
tal disfigurements among children.”

Whatever happened to that sensible
approach? What the official history does
not chronicle is the lobbying pressure
brought to bear on dental associations.
This topic is covered well in the book
“Fluoride, the Aging Factor,” by Dr.
John Yiamouyiannis, which clearly links
the fluoridation of public water supplies
with degeneration and disease, includ-
ing cancer. (The U.S. cancer rate has
probably increased dramatically since

Republican Town Council Behavior
Meets With Disapproval of Reader

I am writing to voice my strong disap-
proval of the position taken by the Re-
publican Westfield Town Council people
since the beginning of the year.

First we heard the scurrilous and com-
pletely unsubstantiated attack on Judge
William Brennan. This was followed by
the unexplained refusal to confirm the
Mayor’s appointment of Sal Antonelli
to the Recreation Commission. Now we
have their latest veto of the appointment
of Jack Walsh to that same position.

They certainly cannot say that Mr.
Walsh, a former Councilman, does not
have the requisite experience to fulfill
the duties of the office. Just a few weeks
ago they praised Jack for his outstanding
service on the council. Are they now
saying that he is somehow not fit to serve
on the Recreation Commission?

At the reorganization meeting these
same council people talked about how
they were going to work together with
the Democrats in a nonpartisan fashion
for the good of Westfield. What hap-
pened to those noble sentiments? It is
clear that they were empty words.

What is sad is that this partisan posi-
tion can only hurt Westfield. Sal

Antonelli and Jack Walsh are volun-
teers, who are giving of their time to help
the town. This kind of behavior on the
part of the Republican council people
can only discourage civic-minded people
from volunteering their time to the town.

Maybe they only want certain people
to volunteer. That was how the old
Westfield was run, like a closed club. I
would think that by now they had real-
ized that that is not what the citizens of
Westfield want. We are all part of this
town and the citizens should be encour-
aged, not discouraged, to contribute.

Carol Indursky Cohen
Westfield

Mountainside School Board Member
Explains Decision Not to Run Again

I would like to thank all the
Mountainside residents who have sup-
ported me for the past 20 years on the
Mountainside Board of Education. I have
enjoyed every minute that I served the
children and citizens of this town.

I did not file a petition this year to run
again for the Board of Education be-
cause of a family situation that needed
my undivided attention. I have always
been able to “handle it all” but unfortu-
nately, I became increasingly stressed
over this situation and the amount of
time needed to continue my active in-
volvement and commitment to the many
upcoming important issues facing the
Board of Education during the coming
years. It was not until the weekend of
February 26 that I began to realize that I
was not able to give the board my com-
plete attention and began to contemplate
what I should do.

I discussed my circumstances with a
good friend who felt that after a “good
night’s sleep” everything would work

out and I would feel better. Unfortu-
nately, circumstances got worse on
Monday and a decision had to be made
by me - family or Board of Education.
Family had to come first.

It was too late to find another candi-
date for the Board of Education and
since I truly believe that approximately
70 percent of the citizens without chil-
dren in the Mountainside School System
should have representation, I suggested
to Pat Knodel that she return for the
board. So, instead of her being my peti-
tioner, I became hers’.

Life situations do not always play out
when it is convenient for one to make a
timely decision, unfortunately, and this
is why my decision was not reached until
February 28.

I wish the members of the
Mountainside Board of Education con-
tinued foresight and success.

Linda Esemplare
Mountainside

fluoridation, but I haven’t had time to
verify that with research.)

Money, not health, has been the bot-
tom line throughout the history of fluo-
ridation. This, of course, is “hidden
money.” Too bad there is no big money
behind the voices of the people who are
trying to be heard, people who simply do
not want to be exposed to known risks
from poison in their drinking water.

To protect themselves from the poi-
soning of city water, millions of Ameri-
cans have turned to home water treat-
ment systems. Unfortunately, charcoal
filtration removes chlorine, but not fluo-
ride.

According to the handbook “Clinical-
Toxicology of Commercial Products”
fluoride is more poisonous than lead and
just slightly less poisonous than arsenic.
I emphatically urge the Board of Health,
the Mayor, and the Town Council not to
deliberately put a known poison, with
well-documented risks, into our drink-
ing water. I believe the public has a civil
right to the purest drinking water that is
available.

Gertrude Wood
Westfield

NJ Transit Bus Fumes
Call for Regulations

On a recent trip to work on Route 17
South from Ridgewood, I had the unfor-
tunate luck to get behind a Shortline bus
emerging from the Park and Ride which
spewed forth a billowing cloud of black,
noxious fumes. I would have gotten the
number of the bus if I had been able to
get close enough.

This was not a possibility due to the
acrid nature of the pollution that lay
heavily before me. This is only the latest
incident with NJ Transit buses that I
have experienced, but it was one of the
worst.

I’d like to bring this issue to the atten-
tion of Jeffrey A. Warsh, executive di-
rector of NJ Transit, who is a resident of
Westfield, by writing to The Westfield
Leader, even though I am a Bergen
County resident.

This was an awful way for me to begin
my day as a Reading Specialist in the
Westwood School District. It took quite
some time for me to recover from the
shock to my olfactory system and I am
dismayed by the apparent lack of moni-
toring that should be done to insure that
our bus system runs smoothly and
cleanly, especially given the fact that we
are regularly requested to utilize public
transportation to reduce pollution. Seems
like a hollow request given the current
state of most NJ Transit buses.

In conclusion, I would like to see
tougher regulations and monitoring along
with hefty fines for buses such as the
ones I have come in contact with on our
roadways.

Sandra Pressman Weissfisch
Ridgewood

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail -PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

More Letters on
Page 18

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits

Paid for by Billson for Westfield School Board, 825 Grant Ave, Westfield

FOR BOE
BILLSON
FOR BOE
BILLSONPETEPETE

Please Remember to Vote in the School Board Elections on April 18.

 What Qualities Do You Want

In A School Board Member?

Leadership & Innovation
Business Experience
Technical Know-how
Communication Skills

pete@elbnet.com � Phone: 317-8606 � Fax: 232-0473

Q.
A.


