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Scotch Plains Should Tread Lightly
In Development of Ashbrook Reservation

In 1987 New Jersey enacted the law
which mandated every municipality to
establish a recycling program. Included
in the law was the Recycling Tonnage
Grant Program that provided funds to
communities for recycling. The amount
awarded depended upon the amount of
materials recycled. The system worked
very well, and enabled New Jersey to
become a model for recycling.

Unfortunately, four years ago, the
Tonnage Grant Program ended. Recy-
cling continued, but municipalities no
longer received funds for their pro-
grams. As time went on, more and more
communities had to seek other sources
of funding or cut back on their recy-
cling activities.

Bob Sommerich, an environmental
activist and president of the Scotch
Plains - Fanwood Recycling Associa-
tion, began a crusade to get the tonnage
grants restored. He said he believed the
grant program was not continued after
1996 because recycling was taken for
granted. He said residents were not
aware of how much the grant programs
were needed for recycling activities and
that without grants, funds would have
to come from taxpayers.

Ray Manfra, Fanwood’s Recycling
Coordinator, told me that with the loss
of recycling grants his town had to seek
funds from the borough, and that money,
he said, comes from property taxes.

Fanwood’s Borough Council passed
a resolution requesting state legislation
to restore the tonnage grants. Over 75
towns throughout New Jersey have
passed similar resolutions.

In addition, Marie Kruzan, Execu-
tive Director of the Association of New
Jersey Recyclers, wrote to the Governor
and legislators that the loss of recycling
grant programs together with other
drains on the state’s recycling efforts,
were undermining the progress made
over the past 10 years and threatening
the investment the people of New Jersey
make in their environmental future.

Compounding the problems, the De-
partment of Environmental Protection
has proposed that by December 31,
2000, all communities increase their
recycling rate from 60 to 65 percent. It
is clear the Recycling Tonnage Grants
need to be restored.

Mtsde. Resident Finds Handling
Of BOE Seat ‘Very Disturbing’

Young Iowan
Requests Help
With Project

Hi, my name is Jessica Thraen and I
am 11 years old.

I live in Harlan, Iowa, and my class is
doing reports on states. I am doing New
Jersey and I would greatly appreciate it
if you or any of your readers could send
me some information or anything to do
with New Jersey! Thank you very much!

Jessica Thraen
Harlan, Iowa

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: If you want to help

Jessica with her project, please send the
information to The Westfield Leader
and we will forward it to her in Iowa.

Mother Calls For Stricter Gun Laws;
Urges Attending Million Mom March

Who could be opposed to a new park? When Geri M.
Samuel, then the Mayor of Scotch Plains, announced
late last summer that the township had reached an
agreement with Union County to lease a couple dozen
acres of land in the Ashbrook Reservation and trans-
form it into a park and some ballfields — all for the
unbeatable price of a $1 a year for 99 years — it
seemed like an inarguable proposition. The Township
Council has been united in recent years on the need for
improving existing parks and acquiring new land for
recreation purposes, and its bipartisan support may
have been key to the narrow passage last November of
the Open Space referendum.

But in recent months, concerns about the proposed
Ashbrook development have arisen, from both sur-
rounding communities and environmental groups.
The Robinsons Branch of the Rahway River runs
through the reservation, part of which is designated
as a wetlands, and then winds it way southeast
through Clark and Rahway. Officials from those
towns, as well as some Scotch Plains residents, are
claiming that developing the reservation and flatten-
ing the topography of the land would result in much
greater flood hazards for both the south side of
Scotch Plains and the towns downstream.

Last month, representatives from a trio of local
environmental groups —the Clark Environmental
Commission, the New Jersey Conservation Founda-
tion and New York-New Jersey Baykeeper — spoke
before the Township Council about the proposed
development of the park. In addition to the potential
for increased flooding during heavy rainstorms, such
as occurred during Tropical Storm Floyd last Sep-
tember, or during a spring thaw that followed a
winter of heavy snowfall, these groups expressed
their concerns that a new park, along with the human
population using the park, would severely disrupt the
delicate balance of nature within the reservation.
According to one of the groups, there are a handful
of wildlife species in Ashbrook that have been desig-
nated as endangered. The question of whether the

land’s wetlands designation permits development
has not yet been answered with certainty.

The Township Council has awarded a contract to a
consulting firm to conduct preliminary environmen-
tal studies at the site, and Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin L. Marks has said that if “fatal flaws” are
found in the study’s early stages that would preclude
development of the land, then the project would be
halted.

Robert Frost wrote that “good fences make good
neighbors,” but in this instance, it’s important that
Scotch Plains not erect a fence, symbolic or other-
wise, as it proceeds with development of the Ashbrook
Reservation. Unfortunately for the township, the
proposed park land is not a risk-free proposition and
not a matter that affects just Scotch Plains. Its
neighbors have legitimate concerns about the park.
Fears about potential flooding are not trivial. Envi-
ronmentalists’ worries about upsetting the site’s eco-
system are also justifiable. Even some local resi-
dents’ apprehension about increased noise and traffic
should not be ignored.

It’s important for the Scotch Plains government to
proceed with development of the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion carefully, while truly taking into consideration
the various concerns that have been raised. Real, not
just cosmetic, dialogue with local communities,
environmentalists and residents should be an impor-
tant part of the decision-making process as matters
move forward. Everyone potentially affected by the
park’s development should be kept apprised of what
is going on, be made aware of any reports or studies
that have been completed, be invited to maintain a
dialogue with council member and other township
officials, and be allowed to express their concerns
and suggest possible park land alternatives. The
Township Council owes it not just to Scotch Plains
residents, but also to the neighboring towns, to
ensure that development of the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion isn’t done hastily and in such a way that creates
problems in southern Union County in future years.

Once again we watch with utter horror
a news story about a child gunning down
another child. The shooting this week of
a six-year-old girl by a six-year-old class-
mate in a Michigan elementary school
has left me feeling deeply saddened and
horrified, but unfortunately not surprised.
What kind of a world do we live in when
we’re not surprised that a six-year-old
child can get his hands on a loaded gun
and play “pow pow you’re dead” with a
classmate?

These all too common scenes of chil-
dren walking into schools with guns and
shooting at others is just too much for the
average mother to handle. Haven’t we
all had enough? Thirteen children die
each day in this country by a loaded gun.
Eighty-six percent of all gun deaths of
children under 15 in the world took place
in the U.S. It’s not enough for us to get
on the phone when we hear about these
gun tragedies and cry on our friends’
shoulders saying how terrible it all is and
that some nebulous “they” should do
something about it. We are they. And
goodness help us all when a tragedy like
this comes home to our own town. It’s
just a matter of time.

For the people who say that we don’t
need stricter gun laws, we just need to
enforce the laws on the books, I say wake
up. I’m all for maximum enforcement of
existing federal and state gun laws, but
not a single federal law exists to close
the gun show loophole. Congress shame-
fully failed to pass it last year, even in
the aftermath of the bloodshed at Col-
umbine, and even after a group of Col-
umbine students testified on Capitol Hill
and begged for our leaders to do some-
thing to protect them from future gun
tragedies.

We have yet to get a federal law or a
law in a single state to mandate that all
new guns be manufactured with finger-
print recognition technology. The so-
called “Smart Gun” would only fire if
used by its authorized owner. This tech-
nology could be on guns tomorrow —
the gun manufacturing industry knows
exactly how to do it — but it will not
happen without a federal or state man-
date. Until that happens, expect to hear
more stories about little Johnny finding
daddy’s loaded gun and you can fill in
the rest of the sentence.

To all the parents out there who keep
guns in their homes because it provides
some sense of security, remember that
your gun is far more likely to be used by
and against someone in your own home
than against an intruder. Take a minute
to consider that most children eventu-
ally find their parents’ hiding places no
matter how good you think they are. Do

you know that all your child’s class-
mates homes do NOT have a loaded gun
in the home?

It is for all these reasons that I have
embraced the mission of the Million
Mom March and am going to Washing-
ton, D.C. on Mother’s Day, Sunday,
May 14. Mothers and grandmothers, step-
mothers and god-mothers, fathers, grand-
fathers, step-fathers, god-fathers, and
children, will be heading to our nation’s
Capitol to utter a resounding cry to our
lawmakers to say, clearly, enough is
enough. Protect our children, once and
for all, and suffer the consequences at
election time if you don’t. We cannot
afford to do nothing when our children
are crying out for us to protect them.

I urge anyone who cares about the
safety of children to visit the Million
Mom March Web site at
www.millionmommarch.com or call 1-
888-989-MOMS to learn more about
this national demonstration. Have your
pancakes in bed on Saturday and ride a
bus with your family to Washington on
Sunday. What more fitting a way to
celebrate Mother’s Day than to make the
country we love safer for the children we
love.

Julia M. DeSantis
Westfield/Scotch Plains Coordinator
Million Mom March 2000 Westfield

By Assemblyman Alan Augustine

NEWS FROM TRENTON

Assemblyman Augustine Pushing
Continuance of Recycling Grants

Under recycling legislation that I have
introduced, funds would be generated
from non-recycled solid waste that is
taken to a landfill or incinerator. In the
past, certain haulers and waste-to-en-
ergy plants were exempt from the pro-
gram, now all will be included. The fee
haulers would be charged, however,
would be reduced from $1.50 to $1.25
per ton.

Another change that my bill includes
is an increase in the amount allocated to
a municipality. In the past, communi-
ties received 40 percent of the fees
collected. My bill raises that to 60 per-
cent.

According to figures from the New
Jersey Recyclers, under the new pro-
gram a New Jersey resident would pay
less than $1 per year for recycling. More
importantly, an analysis by the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental Pro-
tection estimates that municipalities
would receive back about $1.35 in recy-
cling grants for every $1 they paid into
the program.

Recycling is a quality of life issue for
all New Jerseyans. Our programs are
established and operating successfully,
and their continuance should be insured.
We need to restore the Recycling Ton-
nage Grants Program.

*  *  *  *  *
Alan M. Augustine of Scotch Plains is

a state Assemblyman representing the
22nd District.

PAN OUT
Prospecting for interesting words

to write about in this column is simi-
lar to panning for gold. Most pans
scooped from the river bed contain
gravel and little else. Occasionally,
tiny grains of gold might be found in
the river’s residue, but rarely a nug-
get. Similarly, not every word con-
tains an etymological nugget which
will entertain our readers.

Fortunately, some idioms pan out
very well and provide us with a
“golden opportunity” to write an in-
teresting column. Pan out was coined
during the latter part of the 19th
century when gold prospectors
panned for the precious metal in the
gold rich streams of the American
Northwest.

“Panning” is a primitive method
of extracting gold from a stream or
river in which a prospector dips a
specifically shaped pan into the river’s
gravel and, by moving the pan in a
circular motion, separates the gravel
from the gold. The heavier gold par-
ticles, if any, remain in the bottom of
the pan.

People still pan for gold, and pan
out has become a colloquialism gen-
erally meaning “some thing or activ-
ity that turns out as hoped for.” We
hope that this column pans out to be
an enriching experience for you.

Letters to the Editor

Linda Esemplare has made an inter-
esting attempt to explain her very last
minute actions in which she removed
herself as a Mountainside school board
candidate. She states, “It was too late to
find another candidate and since I be-
lieve approximately 70 per cent of the
citizens without children in the
Mountainside school system have repre-
sentation, I suggested to Mrs. Knodel
that she return to the board.” This was
presumptuous and very unfair to the
citizens of Mountainside.

Mrs. Esemplare attempts to speak for
the 70 percent of us in this town who do
not have children currently attending the
public schools. However, she doesn’t
speak for a lot of us. She certainly doesn’t
seem to feel the need to represent those
citizens whose children actually attend
the schools.

Mrs. Knodel’s and Mrs. Esemplare’s

philosophy of who should be represented
is very disturbing. There are many of us
who have always had, and will always
have a vested interest in the education of
all our citizens, including children.

Were those actions legal? Yes. Were
they ethical? Probably not. Were they
representative of the way 70 percent of
us would have handled the same circum-
stance that Mrs. Esemplare claims to
have faced? I think not. I urge those of
you, like me, who are “Seventy-
percenters” and all others as well to give
your votes to Frank Geiger and MaryBeth
Schaumberg when the time comes.

Let’s send a message to the Esemplare/
Knodel team. Here’s a 70 percent thanks
for your services over the years, now
please, move on.

Philip Caivano
Mountainside

PANDA Extends Thanks to Community
For Help During Drug Awareness Week
The Board of the Westfield Municipal

Alliance/PANDA (Preventing Alcohol,
Narcotic and Drug Abuse) would like to
thank everyone in the community who
helped to make Westfield’s 2000 Drug
Awareness Week a success, especially
our students, parents, school PANDA
representatives, substance abuse coun-
selors (SACs), nurses and other school
staff and our police officers who partici-
pated in and organized all the school
activities.

We also would like to thank several
Girl Scout troops, including Washing-
ton School Brownie Troop No. 154,
Fourth Grade Troop No. 916, and Third
Grade Troop No. 461, Franklin School
Fifth Grade Troop No. 689, Holy Trinity
Juniors Troop No. 546, and Roosevelt
Intermediate School Sixth Grade Troop
No. 988 who tied ribbons around our
community’s trees.

Thanks also go to the Junior Optimist
Club for distributing posters to busi-
nesses and organizations throughout our
Town; Westfield’s Florists — McEwen,

The Flower Box, Vance, Meeker’s and
Scarlet Begonias — the Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield the Crafty
Kitchen, and Russ Hager for donating
ribbons for our trees; the Westfield Me-
morial Library for setting aside books
for parents and youth on family relation-
ships and substance awareness, and Fal-
con Printing for getting our Newsletter
quickly printed for distribution during
Drug Awareness Week. Special thanks
are given to Betty and Al Riker and Lucy
Van Iperen for helping out whenever
needed.

We also would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those wonderful com-
munity residents, members of commu-
nity agencies, organizations, churches
and merchants who volunteer their time
and talents and contribute merchandise
and money to enable us to continue
many other projects in the community
throughout the year.

David Mueller
Vice Chairman Westfield Municipal

Alliance/PANDA

Fifth Grade Move to Middle School
Not in Students’ Best Interest

I am writing with the hope of gaining
the attention of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood parents of young children.
There is an overcrowding of the elemen-
tary schools in Scotch Plains, specifi-
cally the south side schools, Coles and
McGinn. The Board of Education is at-
tempting to address this problem and the
recommendation from the Superinten-
dent is to move fifth graders out of the
elementary schools and into the junior
high school with sixth, seventh and eighth
grades.

My child will not be affected by this
move but if yours’ will, you should pay
close attention to what is going on.

I have attended a few of the meetings.
Last week at Park Middle School it was
pathetic to see so few parents — you —
whose children will be affected. Instead,
I saw more teachers, PTA activists and
board employees filling the seats.

A series of people explained how well
this move would work and one cheer-
leader for the board actually stated that
“fifth graders are as mature as sixth
graders.” I would like to read that study!
And has she spoken to any fifth graders
lately?

If you believe what they all said: how
well the fifth graders would do in middle
school, then tell me why are they going
to such lengths to segregate fifth from
the sixth, seventh and eighth grades?

Additionally, if we need to spend $15
million (the bond issue is coming up)
and build 12 new classrooms on to Terrill
Middle School to accommodate the fifth

grades, why not just add those class-
rooms on to the elementary schools and
keep the fifth grade where it belongs, in
the elementary school setting.

I have done some research myself and
spoken to some educators in the state,
just to validate my own gut feeling as a
mom, fifth grade does not belong in the
middle school. Our kids grow up too
quickly as it is. Let them stay in the
nurturing environment of the elemen-
tary school.

In moving fifth grade to the middle
school, the board is not thinking about
what is best for the children.

But the board won’t have to move
their offices out of the Evergreen El-
ementary School.

It is time for the parents to let the
board know their first concern should be
the children.

Again this does not affect my family,
but if you have children who will be in
the elementary schools in the coming
years, you need to be involved now and
get to the meetings or tune in to Channel
34. Get involved now before decisions
are made that affect your children.

Patricia M. Leonard
Scotch Plains

Fanwood Reader Defends Candidate’s
Westfield Residency, Bid for Election
A recent letter to The Westfield Leader

(March 9), by Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson, questioned whether any of the
11 candidates running for the House of
Representatives from the 7th Congres-
sional District “actually care about us.”

Mr. Paterson proposed a simple filter-
ing system – “who actually lives here” -
to weed out the “self-serving” contend-
ers. But what was Mr. Paterson’s real
reason for writing his letter? Rather than
focus on all 12 people in the race, Mr.
Paterson used nearly half of his letter to
attack just one candidate, Michael
Lapolla, one of the four Democratic
contenders.

According to Mr. Paterson, Mike
Lapolla is “self serving by recently mov-
ing into Westfield to run for this district
. . .” Mr. Paterson should get his facts
straight.

Mike Lapolla is a life -long resident of
Union County. He and his wife moved to
Westfield in 1997. That was the year that
Governor Christine Whitman was run-
ning for re-election.

Congressman Bob Franks was serv-
ing his third term in the House, repre-
senting the 7th District, which had sent
a Republican to Washington, D.C. since

1957. Democrat Frank Lautenberg was
years away from his decision to retire
from the U.S. Senate. What a difference
a few years can make!

Mr. Lapolla was twice elected to the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders in the 1980s. He later served as
first assistant prosecutor in the Union
County prosecutor’s office for six years
and has been Union County Manager
since July 1997. He has worked to ex-
pand educational opportunities, preserve
open space, protect Union County’s half-
million residents, reduce taxes and stimu-
late economic development. Now he
wants to use his knowledge and experi-
ence to represent the families of the 7th
Congressional District.

Mr. Lapolla didn’t move to Westfield
the day after Bob Flanks decided to run
for the U.S. Senate. Mr. Lapolla is a
Union County native who has worked
hard to protect and improve the quality
of life in Central Jersey. He’s well-
qualified to serve in Congress and his
candidacy will bring more attention to
the 7th District race than we’ve seen in
decades.

Patricia A. Plante
Fanwood

Resident Questions Why Traffic Issue
Factor in Only One Township Plan

I must respond to an article printed in
the Star-Ledger March 7, entitled “Phar-
macy Proposal Called a Bitter Pill.” As
a resident of Scotch Plains, I find the
involvement of resident, Theresa Larkin,
who opposes this plan, a “bitter pill.” It
is hard to believe that Ms. Larkin is part
of a group that is concerned about poten-
tial traffic congestion that might be

caused by the proposal of tearing down
Park Place Restaurant to build a CVS
and a bank in her neighborhood.

Ms. Larkin, who is the president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, just voted in favor of changing
our school system’s grade configuration
which just happens to require adding
200-plus fifth graders into each of our
middle schools.

One of the most serious concerns of
parents and residents who’ve opposed
this new grade configuration, is of safety
issues associated with the increased traf-
fic congestion problems that will be
generated by adding 200-plus children
to Park Middle School. This school is
located on Park Avenue, which is the
main thoroughfare through town and
already has unbearable traffic problems.

Ms. Larkin, though, voted in favor of
this plan without any acknowledgment
of this concern and therefore, I find it
ironic that traffic concerns seem impor-
tant to her now. I suppose it is fair to say
that they are, but only when it relates to
her own neighborhood and not to the
overall safety of children attending
schools in this town.

She was quoted as saying “What’s the
point of developing the outskirts of
town?” and “There are certainly empty
storefronts right in downtown Scotch
Plains.” I find those comments preten-
tious because as long as the “character of
her neighborhood is not altered” she
would rather keep pushing the problem
to the other side of town, notably where
she’s just agreed to add another 200-plus
children to school.

Maybe now that her term on the board
is up, it might be time for her to serve in
another position, one that reflects her
interest in protecting her own neighbor-
hood and not in representing the children
of this community.

Lori Sosnowski
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor


