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Mountainside Borough
To Consider Tax Hike

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 2000
Mountainside municipal budget of
$7,607,233 will be introduced this
Tuesday, March 21, at 8 p.m., it was
announced Tuesday at the Borough
Council’s agenda setting meeting
on March 21.

The proposed budget represents a
$238,149 increase from last year’s
$7,440,082 spending plan, accord-
ing to the governing body.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti stated
that the 2000 budget represents a
hike of a little over 5 cents per $100
of assessed valuation to borough
property taxpayers from last year’s
flat rate. That translates into an in-
crease of $75 per for a home as-
sessed at $150,000, the average as-
sessment in Mountainside.

Mayor Viglianti noted that the
council agreed to give the library its
full budget allocation request, rep-
resenting an increase from $322,234
last year to $351,000 this year. The
council has cut the allocation re-
quest in previous years.

The volunteer fire department has
sought an increase in its budget,
from $49,958 to $70,000 for up-
dated safety equipment as well as
the new increased clothing allow-
ance and pay-per-drill program
which was approved by the govern-
ing body.

“This is the first tax increase
Mountainside has had in five years,”
stated Mayor Viglianti. “No one is
happy with an increase, but I think a
modest increase of approximately
$75 per household to help fund
things like our rescue squad, fire
department, library and recreation
department, is reasonable.”

The Mayor noted that the first
reading of the budget will be at next
week’s council meeting this Tues-
day, March 21, and the second read-
ing, which is the public hearing,
will be held in April.

In other business, the governing
body also discussed a $7 million
bond that the borough council is
considering issuing. Mayor Viglianti
announced that approximately
$600,000 from the capital project
line item of the current budget could
be put towards the payment of the
projects that would be funded
through the bond.

Last month, the borough an-

nounced that it was considering a
bond in order to update approxi-
mately 60 roads within the borough
as well fixing storm drainage sys-
tems and resealing sewer lines.

Mayor Viglianti had noted that
Borough Engineer Michael Disko
had been doing a six-month study of
the borough’s engineering needs and
reported that about 75 percent of the
borough’s 90 streets were in “dire
need of repair” as are drainage sys-
tems and sewer lines which he said
have “caved in” over the years.

In other business, it was noted
that the second reading of an ordi-
nance to create a position of Assis-
tant Recreation Director is sched-
uled for next week’s council meet-
ing.

Last month when the ordinance
was first introduced, Recreation Di-
rector Sue Winans, who has been
the borough’s Recreation Director
for 26 years, stated that there was a
need for this new position because
of the increased activity within the
borough.

She stated that there were many
groups and organizations using the
Community Room as well as in-
creased recreational programs that
are being held there.

She had also noticed that there
was increased activity because of
the addition of an ice skating rink as
well as increased enrollment in the
sports programs.

Finally, it was announced that
there would also be a second read-
ing of an ordinance at next Tuesday’s
meeting that will increase fines for
non-moving traffic violations by $1.

Bowcraft Water Park Plans Get Cold Shoulder
From SP Residents Living Near Complex
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Neighbors
are hoping to throw cold water on a
plan by Marke Enterprises, opera-
tors of Bowcraft Amusement Park on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, to install
a water park on its site.

The Township Zoning Board of
Adjustment will meet tonight at 7:30
p.m. in the municipal court room to
consider the proposal, and it is cer-
tain to hear from residents living
near the amusement park who are
opposed to the idea.

Saying he doesn’t want to see
Scotch Plains “become known as a
town with a theme park,” David
Burke, Jr., a Glenside Avenue resi-
dent, said “an expansion of Bowcraft
does not benefit Scotch Plains.”

He told The Times that property
values would be negatively affected
by the addition of a water park, which,
he added, would “detract from the
small town image” of the township.

Mr. Burke said, if the proposal is
approved, “Bowcraft becomes a teen-
age water park instead of a toddler
theme park, and that’s a whole dif-
ferent ball game.”

He predicted increased traffic on
Route 22 and the secondary roads
around the park as well as “more
litter, more noise and more crime.”

Steve Marke of Marke Enterprises
says he wants to add the water park
because he sees it as a way to “opti-
mize” a tract of presently-unused
property.

“Our season is short—five
months,” he told The Times. During
last July’s severe heat wave, he said

his business suffered. “People aren’t
going to just walk around an amuse-
ment park in the heat.”

He sees the proposed water park as
“a complement” to the existing at-
tractions. “People are looking for

tents suitable for group functions.
Mr. Marke said he spoke to several

residents living near Bowcraft about
the water park, but admitted he prob-
ably did not change any minds.

At Tuesday night’s Scotch Plains

itself.
Thelma Gerber, a Mountain Av-

enue resident, told The Times she
opposed the expansion “because of
the lights and the noise that come
onto my property.”

The Reverend Paul Kritsch, a
Glenside Avenue resident, told the
council that he and a group of neigh-
bors had collected 348 signatures on
a petition opposing the water park.

“We are very concerned” about
any expansion of Bowcraft, he said,
adding that it would “drastically
change the character of the town.”

He further claimed that residents
in surrounding towns have told him
they, too, oppose any move to ex-
pand Bowcraft’s attractions.

David Burke, Sr., of Glenside Av-
enue, the father of David Burke, Jr.,
who also is opposing the project,
complained to the council that
Bowcraft gets “special treatment”
from the township, citing as one ex-
ample his claim that construction
trucks and other heavy equipment
routinely use his driveway as a short-
cut to Route 22.

In addition, pointing to Bowcraft’s
location in the vicinity of the flood-
prone Green Brook, Mr. Burke
claimed that any property alteration
that potentially affects the area needs
state and federal approval before it
proceeds.

Ingrid McKinley  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SITE OF A NEW WATER PARK?…Bowcraft Amusement Park on Route 22
is presenting plans to the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment tonight at 7:30 p.m.
in the municipal court room to add a water park to the complex. Residents living
near the site are opposing the plan.

different activities.”
According to the plans, the water

park, which would encompass an
area of about 150,000 square feet on
the northeast corner of Bowcraft’s
property, would include a series of
14-foot high slides leading into a
pool area as well as a separate water
area where patrons can sit and float
in inner tubes, a snack bar and a few

Township Council meeting, several
residents who live near the Bowcraft
complex expressed their concerns
about the water park and Bowcraft


