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SP-F RAIDER COUSAR FINISHES WITH 27-5 RECORD; G. L. HIGHLANDER MARCANTONIO FINISHES AT 36-3

Gary Cousar Advances, Then Falls in State Mat Tournament;
G. L. Highlander Tim Marcantonio Places Sixth at 162-lbs.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More than 4,000 wrestlers from
316 schools were whittled to an elite
16 in each weight class by the first
round of the New Jersey State
Championships, which was
held at the Continental Airlines
Arena in East Rutherford on
March 10-11.

More than 8,000 fans ob-
served the opening rounds on
Friday evening, then more than
10,000 fans weathered the rain
to see the finals on Saturday.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Gary Cousar at
191 became part of that elite
and Governor Livingston se-
nior Tim Marcantonio at 162
became part of the elite six
with a sixth-place finish.

Cousar qualified for the trip to
the Continental Airlines Arena
by defeating 191-lb. Dan Shelton
of Ridgefield Park in a nervously
exciting, rock and tumble bout at
the Super-Regions in Union on
March 7. Starting off well, Cousar
got a takedown. But things went
south when Shelton scored a re-
versal, two takedowns, an escape
and a three-point nearfall which nearly
ended it all in the first period. Fortu-
nately, Cousar, who also recorded an

escape and a reversal, eluded the po-
tential fall and trailed, 10-5.

Cousar regained his bearings in
the second period, putting on a stun-
ningly superb performance, and

clamped Shelton twice in cradles to
pick up six points and to take an 11-
10 lead. Then the final period was all
his as he added a reversal before
flattening Shelton in 5:09.

“He was a little wild in the begin-
ning, but I told him that he had to go
out there and wrestle his best match,”
said Raider Head Coach Mike
Artigliere. “I told him ‘how about
wrestling your best match of the
season’ and that’s what he did.”

Artigliere added, “He did some
great things that he hasn’t done be-
fore. He fought off his back, number
one. He had three losses this year, all
to state qualifiers and he has been
pinned three times. What I have been
telling him is if he wrestles for six
minutes, there’s nobody in this tour-
nament who is going to beat him. He
went out there tonight and gave an
outstanding effort. He has been great
at those cradles all year and you saw
what he did to a quality opponent. It
was his best match he wrestled all
year without a doubt.”

Still at Union, Cousar lost his op-
portunity to wrestle for the 191-lb.
title when he was stuck by Joe
Chiaravallo of Bloomfield in :34 who
countered his barrel roll attempt well
by sandbagging and smothering him
with a half nelson.

At the Continental Airlines Arena
in the first round, although scoring
first with a takedown in the first
period against Alexis Aquino of
Deptford, Cousar fell victim to a
reversal and a three-point nearfall by
the end of the period. Aquino jumped
his lead to 10-4 in the second, then
situations got worse in the third —
after Cousar scored a penalty point
— when Aquino scored a takedown
and stretched Cousar in a chin-hook
guillotine for a four-point nearfall to
grab a 16-5 victory.

Marcantonio also lost his opportu-
nity to wrestle for the state title at
162 by dropping a 3-1 decision to
Mike Markey of Caldwell in Union
and had to settle for the wrestlebacks
for third place. Not only was it his
first loss of the season, but it was the
first time that he yielded a takedown.

But Marcantonio began his quest
for third by defeating Tony Rahil of
Eastern, 5-1, in the first round of the
states in East Rutherford.
Marcantonio scored a first-period
takedown, then added another
takedown and an escape in the third.

As to how he had to prepare him-
self for Rahil after suffering his first

loss, Marcantonio explained, “I knew
I had to be mentally ready and to take
it one at a time. I got a lot of matches
ahead of me.”

Describing his bout with Rahil,
“My cousin (Kevin McCann, former
state champion from South
Plainfield) told me to do a tackle for
the takedown. I was hesitant on Tues-
day (against Markey) and I knew that
if I didn’t attack, I would be in the
same boat. I didn’t want to go home
today so I knew I had to attack. I felt
pretty good on my feet although I
wasn’t finishing right away which I
have to do in my next match.”

Keeping with his strategy,
Marcantonio scored his takedown
and added two reversals and a two-
point nearfall to stop Rob Neuhaus
of Wall Township, 8-4, in the second
round. Next, he scored a second pe-
riod reversal while yielding an es-
cape to defeat Keith O’Donnell of
Highland Regional, 2-1.

Now, in the fourth round,
Marcantonio faced a rematch with
Markey, who defeated him in Union.
Markey scored two takedowns and a
reversal and held off Marcantonio –
who scored two escapes and a pen-
alty point— 6-3.

In the consolation for fifth place,

top-seeded Pat Trabucco of
Livingston, who suffered a stunning
upset in the semifinals and another in
the wrestlebacks, recovered in time,
at the expense of Marcantonio, to
win by fall in 1:05.

Four Cranford wrestlers qualified
for the state wrestlebacks but three
fell in the first round and another in
the second round.

Cougar sophomore Pat Daly at
105, won a 4-2, overtime decision
over Jim Avola of Newark Academy
in the preliminaries at Union then
fell to Matt Anderson of South
Plainfield in 5:34. Then in East Ru-
therford, Daly fell by an 8-2 decision
to C. J. Mays of Oakcrest.

Cougar junior Rob Verhoeven at
142, punished Bryan Leyton of West
Orange, 12-0, then was decked by
Craig Wright of Passaic Valley in
3:37 at Union. In the state first round,
Verhoeven scored first with a
takedown on Mike Gallivan of South-
ern Regional but was haunted by
yielding an illegal full-nelson pen-
alty point and eventually lost, 6-5.

Cougar senior John Donofrio at
154, was edged, 3-2, by South
Plainfield’s Dave Fiore in the pre-
quarterfinals in Union then responded

CUSIMANO HIT 217 PTS., THORNTON REBOUNDS 110

Lady Devil B’ballers Will Use
‘Pressure’ Strategy Next Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lacking team size, the Westfield
High School girls basketball squad
adopted a strategy of a fast-paced,
high pressure style of game. Although
being slowed down in the win col-
umn with a 5-16 record, the under-
sized and relatively young Blue Devil
girls stuck to their strategy and put
up some respectable numbers.

“Team” was the theme and many
girls were shuffled in and out by
coach Joe Marino to keep their legs
fresh thus maintaining the “pressure”
strategy. As a team, the Blue Devils
used that technique to accumulate
252 steals and 73 blocked shots.

“I’m happy with the way they played
although our record did not show it,”
commented Marino. “We lost several
games by five or less points.”

Leading the larceny squad was
junior Karen Manahan who swiped
46 steals and leading the “rejection”
squad was Co-Captain Val Griffeth,
the sole starting senior, who had 23
blocked shots. Before being side-
lined with a knee injury, Griffeth,
who played in 10 games, scored 50
points, grabbed 36 rebounds, had 17
assists and swiped 27 steals. Manahan
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Blue Devil Boys, Girls Finish
Third in State Swim Ratings

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One state championship, one state
runner-up. Two county titles. A com-
bined won-loss record of 25-3. Both
teams ranked No. 3 in the state by the
Gannett News Service. Another ex-
cellent high school swim season at
Westfield is in the books.

The boys’ team, under third-year
coach Martha Heintzelman, had a

season that will long be remembered.
After having its national-record 42-
year streak of Union County cham-
pionships halted in ’99, the Blue
Devils stormed back to recapture the
county crown, by 64 points over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. And after
losing by 60 to powerful Shawnee in
late December to fall to 4-2, WHS
won its final 10 meets — including a
105-65 rout of SP-F in the North

Jersey sectional final, a thrilling 86-
84 victory over Bridgewater-Raritan
in the state semifinals, and a wild
89.5-80.5 triumph over favored
Cherry Hill East in the state final.

The girls’ team went 11-1 and
easily won its eighth-straight county
title. But, in its final meet under
seven-year coach Bev Torok, the
Devils dropped a heart-breaking 86-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE THIRD ROUND…Highlander Tim Marcantonio, top,
begins to clamp Rob Neuhaus of Wall Township in a cradle while glancing at the
clock and eventually wins, 8-4, to advance to the third round at East Rutherford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CLOSING OUT AS STATE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School boys swim team closed out its season, claiming
the NJSIAA A Division Championship. Appreciation of their efforts is shown in this banner supplied by the owners of
the new Exxon Tiger Mart on the corner of Central Avenue and South Avenue. Blue Devil Head Coach Martha
Heinzelman, center, is surrounded by many of her superb swimmers and coach Bruce Johnson. Tiger Mart owners Will
Faris, left, and Joe Faris, right, proudly flank the Blue Devil swimmers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SEEKING POSSESSION OF THE BALL…Blue Devil Lindsey El Koury, No. 10, seeks to gain possession of the ball in
a game against Union Catholic. Karen Manahan, No. 22, Courtney Thornton, No. 23, and Val Griffeth, right, close in.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TRYING TO FREE THE ANKLE…Raider Gary Cousar, front, tries to free his
ankle from the grasp of 191-lb. Alexis Aquino of Deptford in the first round of
the state tournament at Continental Airlines Arena.


