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Last Minute Change in BOE Candidate Line-up
Stuns Mountainside Residents, Prompts Write-in

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Anticipating bids for re-election
from Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion, incumbents Linda Esemplare
and Frank Geiger, Mountainside resi-
dents like Theresa Hanbicki, Carol
Goggi and MaryBeth Schaumberg
were shocked to learn that Mrs.
Esemplare, a 20-year veteran of board
service, had decided not to run again.

Instead, Mrs. Esemplare served as
petitioner for her friend and long-
time colleague, Patricia Knodel, a
26-year board member, who was
defeated in the 1999 election by John
Perrin and Peter Goggi.

As a result, Mrs. Knodel’s name
will appear alongside that of Mr.
Geiger on the April 18 ballot. Mr.

Geiger also serves as Mountainside’s
representative on the Berkeley
Heights Board of Education.

There are two, three-year seats up
for election on the Mountainside
Board of Education.

In a telephone interview, Mrs.
Esemplare explained her reasons for
deciding at the last minute not to run
for office.

“There was a family situation that
needed my attention,” she said. “I
thought of the projects coming down
the pike for the board. I don’t have
the time or the emotional stability
for them right now. Family has to
come first.”

In commenting on Mrs. Knodel’s
late entry, she said only, “It was too
late to find someone else. I said to

her, ‘Can’t you run again?’ She was
going to be my petitioner. I was hers.
It was the most expedient thing to
do.”

Resident Theresa Hanbicki be-
lieves the change was made “under-
handedly.”

“It was never made known that
Mrs. Esemplare was retiring, and no
one wanted to run against (her) or
Frank Geiger,” she stated, explain-
ing why no other petitions were filed
by the February 28 deadline.

In the wake of this unanticipated
turn of events, Mary Beth

Schaumberg has announced her in-
tention to be a write-in candidate for
the board election on April 18.

“The reality is Mrs. Knodel’s name
is on the ballot in an uncontested
manner,” she said. “The way it got
there is not in the spirit of the demo-
cratic process.”

Of her decision to become a write-
in nominee, Mrs. Schaumberg stated,
“It’s an uphill battle for all the right
reasons. I put my name in because
people needed a choice, someone
who believes in progress and sup-
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Councilman Salisbury Seeks to Deliver Municipal Tax Cut;
Finance Chair Says Budget Constraints Make Proposal Unrealistic

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The municipal budget is without
argument the most important task
the Town Council works on each
year. It sets the tone for what will be
accomplished in the coming year.

Now in his second go around in the
lengthy budgetary process, First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury re-
leased a detailed memorandum on
how he believes the process should
be enhanced in future years.

The thrust of the councilman’s ar-
gument is on the revenue side of the
budget. Mr. Salisbury believes these
figures should be available at the
start of the process to match against
proposed appropriations. This year
those figures were presented in Feb-
ruary, roughly midway through the
budgetary process.

The council currently is faced with
a $24.6 million spending plan that
would be supported by a tax levy of
$13,014,881. Unless cut, that would
result in a tax increase of five cents
per $100 of assessed valuation.

Mr. Salisbury has said he wants to
trim the proposed current municipal
tax rate of 72 cents per $100 of
assessed by seven cents or two cents
below last year’s rate of 66 cents. At
roughly $180,000 a tax point, that
equates to a cut of around $1.2 mil-
lion in spending.

“I’m going to find the 7 cents or
hurt myself in the process,” he told
The Westfield Leader.

He said the town needs to deliver a
tax cut “because we’re going to need
the financial flexibility in a year or
two to raise revenue for some very
important projects.”

Finance Committee Chairman
James J. Gruba called any sugges-
tion of a tax cut “irresponsible,” given
the complexities of the budget and
the town’s effort the past few years to
keep the rate of tax increases roughly
the same from year to year. Previous
councils have not wanted to “gut”
the town’s surplus (from sale of town
assets and funds appropriated but not
spent in previous years) to bring taxes.
The assets account currently has
reached $5,375,000, with the sur-
plus account now stating at
$3,161,000.

Officials have proposed utilizing
$570,000 of the assets account this
year and $2,125,000 of the surplus.

“I don’t think it (a tax cut) is the
least bit realistic,” said Mr. Gruba,
who has chaired the committee since
the early 1990s. “The notion of cut-

ting taxes is wholly unrealistic and
inappropriate in terms of the budget-
ary process.”

The veteran Second Ward Coun-
cilman explained that the budget pro-
cess is done over several years. By
cutting taxes one year, he indicated,
residents would face an impact in
future years.

“(To cut taxes) You gave to get rid
of things in town that you are doing
and I don’t think that is fair to the
taxpayers,” Councilman Gruba
stated.

Officials have said the council only
has discretion over roughly 10 per-
cent in the spending plan, thus mak-
ing cuts difficult to achieve at best.

Despite differing from Mr.
Salisbury on a tax cut, Mr. Gruba
said the budget memo “was well
thought out and well written.” He

said he agrees with much of the
suggestions by his fellow council-
man on the budget process itself.

Westfield’s municipal tax rate was
up three cents last year and four cents
in the previous three years from 1996-
1998. The rate was increased a mod-
est two cents in 1994 and one cent in
1995.

Mr. Salisbury has noted that with a
number of capital projects on the
council’s plate in the next few years,
topped by the proposed parking deck,
the town needs to start looking at the
impact of tax increases well down
the road.

In his memo, Mr. Salisbury told
his council colleagues, “We have to
start looking at each year’s tax in-
crease in the context of the past 15-
year string of tax increases.”

PANCAKE BREAKFAST CELEBRITY…Elmo took time out of his busy schedule to greet attendees young and old at
the Westfield Rotary Club’s annual Pancake Breakfast last Saturday. The event attracted nearly 1,200 individuals. See
related story on Page 12.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
READING IS FUNDAMENTAL…Westfield Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein spent a portion of Monday afternoon with students at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield to read books and stress the importance of
reading. Her appearance was part of the Read Across America program which
has been taking place across the country to promote literacy.

Cheri Rogosky for The Westfield Leader
SURFING THE WEB…Jeff DeSantis, left, a student at McKinley Elementary
School, and Brian Gingrich, a Jefferson Elementary School pupil, honed their
Internet skills with instruction by Children’s Librarian Andrienne Basso at the
Westfield Memorial Library on February 28. Children in grades 3 and up were
invited to the class, which was designed to teach Internet searching techniques.
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Mayor Jardim’s Appointment
To Rec. Commission Defeated

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an interesting turn of events, Sal
Antonelli is back on the Recreation
Commission.

After failing to gain support among
Westfield Town Council Republicans
for his re-appointment at January’s
annual council re-organization meet-
ing, it appeared Mr. Antonelli would
not be returning for a sixth year on
the Commission.

But at Tuesday night’s council
meeting, Mr. Antonelli was named a
“hold over” member after Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim’s choice to re-

place Mr. Antonelli, former council-
man John J. Walsh, was defeated
Tuesday night by the Republican
majority in a 5-4 party-line vote.

The “hold over” was confirmed by
Town Attorney William S. Jeremiah,
2nd. A similar situation occurred in
1997 when Republicans defeated
Mayor Jardim’s selection for Mu-
nicipal Judge, Jeffrey Gechtman. Mr.
Gechtman continued to serve until
the governing body agreed to ap-
point William L. Brennan to the
bench in 1999.

While Recreation Commission
appointments are done by the mayor,

council consent is required accord-
ing to the Town Charter.

Republican council members’
main objection was that they felt no
effort was made by Mayor Jardim to
look for alternatives other than Mr.
Walsh who resigned from the coun-
cil in January, citing business and
personal time constraints.

Still reeling from the Tuesday’s
meeting, Fourth Ward Council-
woman Janis Fried Weinstein, who
also serves on the Recreation Com-
mission, told The Westfield Leader
Wednesday that, “This (naming of
appointments) is not a dictatorship.”
She claimed Mayor Jardim is trying
to “shut down the government” in
Westfield unless his appointments
are approved.

Councilwoman Weinstein said her
vote was more against the process
used by Mayor Jardim in making
appointments.

“He wanted his appointment, pe-
riod,” she said.

“He (the Mayor) jammed this down
our throat. It has nothing to do with
Jack Walsh,” she noted. “It is dis-
gusting.”

The Mayor said that defeating an
appointment solely on process is a
“silly argument” and “transparent.”
He said the GOP made this argument
because the person they wanted,
Keith S. Hertell, was not named to
the Commission.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman told The
Leader yesterday that, “The Repub-
lican members of the council are
being hypocritical when they take
offense at the process of appoint-
ments,” given the lack of an inter-
view process for appointments to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Parking Consultants Review Need,
Location, Benefit of Erecting Deck

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The recommendation to build a
40-foot-high, 360-foot-long, four-
level parking structure on the South
Avenue lot adjacent to the Westfield
train station debuted before the pub-
lic on March 1.

While no one in attendance dis-
puted the need for more parking in
downtown Westfield, there were
many questions from the public about
the structure’s look, location and
beneficiaries.

Parking consultant Rich and Asso-
ciates of Southfield, Mich. was hired
by Westfield officials to examine the
town’s existing parking system, to
formulate a proposal that would co-
ordinate that system and to present a
recommendation regarding the size
and location of a parking deck in the
downtown.

The recommendation must still be
reviewed by the Town Council.

In addition to proposing construc-
tion of a minimum 743-space struc-
ture (offering 471 actual new park-

ing spaces) on the South Avenue
train station lot, the recommenda-
tion calls for the following:

•Reassignment of 147 long-term
spaces from the north side of town to
the south side.

•Tighter enforcement of parking
rules and regulations that would clear
60 on-street spaces.

•Formation of a parking authority
that would oversee the workings of
the entire parking system, inclusive
of the deck and enforcement opera-
tion.

•Expansion of enforcement staff
to include two full-time people.

•Extension of enforcement hours
to 9 p.m.

•Use of multi-space meters in spe-
cially designated lots to allow for
variable parking limits at different
times of day.

•Parking rate increase — 50 cents
per hour for short-term parking, $70
per month for permits in the core
parking area; $50 per month for per-
mits in the non-core area (south of
North Avenue); $15 for parking fines.

•Designated short-stay meters at
the ends of certain blocks.

•Future construction of a second
parking deck on the site known as
Lot 1 Extended (near Trader Joe’s)

Estimated construction costs (ex-
clusive of “soft” costs such as design
fees, geo-tech fees, survey costs, fi-
nancing and pre-funded debt ser-
vice) on the 743-space deck, the
smaller of two proposed sizes for the
structure, total $10.1 million. That
construction cost translates into
$12,000 per parking space.

According to the consultants, the
maximum-size structure that could
be built on the South Avenue site
would be a 1,327-space facility that
would provide 927 actual spaces.
Estimated construction costs are
$16.2 million.

The expectation is that the parking
system, deck included, would stand
on its own and pay for itself. It is
Rich and Associates’ “conservative”
estimate that the smaller facility
would break even after two years,
whereas the larger structure shows a

deficit every year.
In its recommendation, the con-

sultant allowed for the possibility of
constructing revenue-generating re-
tail/office space on the ground floor
of the parking facility, a strategy
some residents questioned in light of
the goal to create more parking
spaces.

In its review of downtown
Westfield’s current and future park-
ing demands, Rich and Associates
forecast a shortage of 414 spaces on
the north side and 563 spaces on the
south side in five years. By reassign-
ing 200 spaces (presently used by
employees and commuters) to the
new parking deck, the plan is de-
signed to open up more space for
shoppers and visitors to the north
side.

Of the seven sites considered for a
parking deck, the South Avenue site
was the preferred site of the Parking
Steering Committee. Members in-
clude: Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury, Chairman of the council’s
Transportation, Parking and Traffic
Committee; Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba, Finance Com-
mittee Chairman; Michael La Place,
Executive Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation; Town Engi-
neer Kenneth B. Marsh and Planning
Board Chairman Martin Robins.

South side residents from the Bou-
levard were particularly concerned
about the impact of a four-story struc-
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ports the strategic plan.”
Judging from the sound defeat Mrs.

Knodel suffered in the 1999 cam-
paign (she received 516 votes com-
pared to 868 and 884, respectively,
for Mr. Perrin and Mr. Goggi), Mrs.
Schaumberg does not believe Mrs.
Knodel will be re-elected if
Mountainside voters are given a
choice.

Mrs. Schaumberg plans to mount a
substantial campaign to spread the
word about her candidacy.

She has lived in Mountainside all
her life, and enjoys a certain visibil-
ity among parents of school children
due to her affiliation with the Parent
Teacher Association.

Mrs. Knodel agreed her decision
to become a candidate was a last-
minute one. “She (Mrs. Esemplare)
brought me the petition and said
‘you have to run,’” said Mrs. Knodel
in a telephone interview. “The rea-
son both of us feel strongly we should
run is most people don’t have chil-
dren in the school system. That seg-
ment of the population deserves rep-
resentation on the board.”

She said it was brought to her
attention after last year’s election
that there was a belief in
Mountainside that “only people with
children in school deserve to have
representation on the board.”

“If we’re good enough to pay taxes,
we’re good enough to have a seat on
the board,” she declared.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
School Board
Candidates
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He said that with the general per-
ception in town that property taxes
in Westfield are too high, a contin-
ued increase in the tax levy by the
town may cause “political backlash”
that threatens “our financial flexibil-
ity at the time when we need it the
most: in the next two to five years,
when we’re building our parking
deck.”

He noted that property taxes in the
town have increased three times the
rate of inflation in Westfield since
1982.

In terms of the capital budget,
which totals around $3 million, Mr.
Salisbury indicated he would like to
put together a true capital improve-
ment plan that projects five years
ahead. He suggests establishing a
capital inventory to keep up with
maintenance and repairs, usage, etc.,
for the town’s major equipment such
as boilers and the town’s sewer sys-
tems.

“If we (the council) work hard I
think we can get there (a tax cut),” he
said.

Mr. Gruba explained that the coun-
cil, as of last week, had yet to begin
the process of looking at what capi-
tal projects to fund this year. He said
the council has also not considered
the “wish list” of items recommended
by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim this
year.

These include the hiring of a full-
time town planner to head a new
planning and economic development
department and the upgrade of the
town’s Web site.

Mr. Gruba called the annual bud-
get a “moving document” that goes
from year to year. Thus, any tax cut
would wind up causing a potential
budget problem in future years, thus
impacting taxes.

Mr. Salisbury said he would like to
begin deducting the amount of money
from road projects not completed
one year from the following year’s
projected budget.

“Whenever we budget substan-
tially more than we can spend, the
balance goes into reserve and the

reserve is that we have artificially
inflated the tax rate for the year in
which the expenditures were bud-
geted,” Mr. Salisbury explained in is
memorandum.

The councilman also has said he
would like to see a closer look at the
municipal payroll, including police
and fire. He said he would to see if
additional volunteers could be used
to lower the fire department budget.
He also would like to see if the 58
full-time police officers is a good
number, too many or not enough
given Westfield’s coverage area.

Mr. Salisbury has said he would
probably support a flat municipal tax
levy this year if a strong effort is
made to try and deliver a tax cut.

Mr. Gruba said, “Our objective is
to do this (the budget) as carefully
and reasonably as possible.”

The council was scheduled to re-
sume budget talks Tuesday night and
again this Saturday morning, March
11.

Councilman Salisbury
Seeks to Deliver Tax Cut

WE FLIP FOR PANCAKES…Members of the Rotary Club of Westfield serve
up a hearty breakfast of pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit cup and
other delicious fare during their annual Pancake Breakfast held last Saturday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Special Improvement District (SID),
which oversees downtown develop-
ment.

“It seems to me that some mem-
bers of the council still can’t come to
terms with the fact Tom Jardim is the
Mayor and has the right to make
mayoral appointments. Unless the
appointee is patently unqualified,
the individual should be confirmed,”
Mr. Goldman told The Leader.

Mayor Jardim later said he does
not view his job, which is to find
qualified people to serve on boards
and commissions in town, as “a dic-
tatorship.” He asserted that Republi-
cans have the opportunity to vote
“up or down” on his recommended
appointments, although they need to
back that up with a viable reason if
their decision is to defeat an appoint-
ment.

Republicans have sought to have
Mr. Hertell, a former Westfield Board
of Education member and long-time
active member and founder of soc-
cer programs in town, appointed to
fill the Commission vacancy.

Mayor Jardim said he reviewed
Mr. Hertell’s résumé and spoke to
him, but in the end decided to stick
with his selection of Mr. Walsh.

“It is not my intention to put that
name (Mr. Hertell) forth at this time,”
he told his council colleagues.

Mr.Walsh served three years as
council liaison to the Recreation
Commission.

During the meeting, Councilman
Goldman, noting he did not want to
get into any “petty antics” with Re-
publicans, criticized the GOP for its
actions concerning appointments to
the town’s Special Improvement
District Board of Directors done at
the council re-organization meeting
in January.

At that meeting the Mayor’s choice
for re-appointment, David Judd, was
defeated. Two new members, Dou-
glas T. Schwarz and Salvatore
Caruana, were put forth and approved
to fill Mr. Judd’s seat and a board
vacancy.

Mr. Goldman said both names were
put forth without the benefit of
résumés provided to all council mem-
bers.

“That was perverting the process,”
he stated. “What the Mayor has done
this evening is certainly not pervert-
ing the process,” noting that Mr.
Walsh served on the council and
understood the Recreation Commis-
sion through his liaison assignment.

He said the fact that there may be
many other qualified people to serve
on the commission, “Doesn’t detract
from the fact that this particular indi-
vidual is highly qualified and unless
there is a very good reason not to
confirm the Mayor’s appointment,
he (Mr. Walsh) should be confirmed.”

Mayor Jardim told The Leader
that, “This (defeat of Mr. Walsh’s
appointment) is as low as the Repub-
licans have sunk yet. I don’t think
they could sink much lower.”

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott said he was “totally
amazed” by the Democrats reaction
during and following the meeting.
He said the GOP has been put in a
position by Democrats that if they
don’t go along with Mayor Jardim
they are wrong and partisan.

Mr. McDermott accused Mayor
Jardim of having “his own agenda”
on council business.

Both Mrs. Weinstein and Mr.
McDermott said the Mayor has failed
a number of times to gain a consen-
sus of both political parties before
pushing through business, such as
appointments, that impact the entire
town.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano asked for a delay in
the appointment to give the full coun-
cil an opportunity to have a more
detailed discussion. The matter was
briefly talked about at last week’s
council conference meeting.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury quickly questioned Mr.
Albano and the Republicans, “Why
are we doing this?” He also questioned
why council members would hold up
approving an appointment of some-
one who has volunteered his services
in Westfield to serve on a town board.

In a somewhat surprising move, the
Mayor also announced that he is lean-
ing towards re-appointing Seymour
Koslowsky as Chairman of the Recre-
ation Commission. Mr. Koslowsky
has been serving in that capacity this
year on a month-to-month basis.

Rotary’s Pancake Breakfast
Draws Nearly 1,200 Attendees

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Rotary Club rang
up another successful Pancake Day
fundraiser Saturday at Westfield
High School.

About 1,200 attended the annual
event, which is about the same
number of people who came to the
fundraiser in 1999. Last year
marked a record attendance for the
Rotary Club event.

The event was started 33 years
ago as the primary fundraiser to
support the Rotary Club’s Student
Scholarship Fund. Since then, the
fund has awarded more than $1.34
million to over 1,200 Westfield stu-
dents.

In 1999, the Rotary Club awarded
$100,000 in scholarships. This year,
the organization intends to increase
the amount given away to $110,000,
according to Rotary spokesman
William S. Henderson.

The club originally began of-
fering loans to Westfield students
who had been accepted for fur-
ther education by colleges and
universities. In 1954, the program
was changed to the awarding of
grants and, in 1967, the first Pan-
cake Day was held as a fundraiser
to support the scholarship pro-
gram.

Since the Pancake Day began, it
has become increasingly popular
within the community.

In the last few years, the
fundraiser has become an event
geared to family and community

fun. This year, in addition to Rotarian
volunteers, Boy Scouts, seven musi-
cal groups from schools, Westfield Y
Youth Leaders and the local Key
Club turned out to help and entertain
at the Pancake Day.

A fair for children that included a
moonwalk, sponge throw and sand
art was an additional attraction again
this year. Elmo and Winnie the Pooh
also could be seen wandering
throughout the event, shaking the
hands of children and adults.

“By changing the entertainment
the last few years, we’ve attracted
more people,” Mr. Henderson com-

mented. “We have parents and
grandparents who come to see per-
formances and families bring their
young children. Then we have
people who like to come every
year.”

The Westfield Rotary Club is a
service organization made up of
business people who live or work in
Westfield. It currently has 80 mem-
bers, and was recently recognized
by Evanston, Ill.-based Rotary In-
ternational for being the best club
in the Central New Jersey district
for retaining and recruiting mem-
bers, Mr. Henderson pointed out.

Mayor Jardim’s Appointment
To Rec. Commission Defeated

WESTFIELD
POLICE

BLOTTER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29

• A Kenilworth resident reported that
the driver’s side mirror on his 1999
Honda was damaged earlier by unknown
individuals at the intersection of Lenox
and South Euclid Avenues in Westfield.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
• A bicycle was reported stolen from

the northside Westfield train station.
THURSDAY, MARCH 2

• A Connecticut Street resident re-
ported the theft of a credit card from her
residence.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
• A 1994 Toyota was reported stolen

from an address at South Avenue, West.
It was recovered in Plainfield the fol-
lowing day, authorities said.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
• A resident of Tuttle Parkway re-

ported that an unknown individual broke
a pane of glass on his garage.

• Police said someone entered a ga-
rage on North Avenue, West, and stole a
1995 Isuzu. The vehicle was recovered a
day later in Plainfield.

MONDAY, MARCH 6
• A wallet, along with credit cards

and $250 in cash, was reported stolen
from a Central Avenue printing busi-
ness. The items belonged to an em-
ployee of the company, according to
police.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7
• John S. Billias, 45, of Edison was

arrested and charged with aggravated
sexual assault following a month-long
investigation conducted by the Westfield
Police Department’s Juvenile Bureau.
Billias was released after posting $75,000
bail.

• The manager of an East Broad Street
clothing store reported the theft of $1,475
in merchandise.

• Police reported that someone forc-
ibly entered a Mohawk Trail residence
by kicking in the front door. It was
unknown at press time, however, what
items were missing from the premises.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
• Jacob L. Bennett, 21, of Westfield

was arrested and charged with aggra-
vated assault and possession of a weapon
for unlawful purposes after he allegedly
assaulted several people at a Boynton
Avenue residence, authorities said.

Police described the weapon as a knife.
He said the victims were treated at the
scene by Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad personnel. Bennett was being held
on $1,250 bail.

ture on the character of their neigh-
borhood. Two likened the deck to a
wall that would further divide the
north and south sides of town.

Although Rich and Associates’
architect, Chuck Mackey, shared
some preliminary ideas of what the
parking structure could look like,
he assured members of the public
that he was looking for their input
on design and what would work or
not work in a town like Westfield.

Few of the attendees at the meet-
ing bought into the idea that a South
Avenue deck would free up space
in the core of the business district.
They balked at the idea of building
a deck that seemed destined to serve
the needs of commuters.

Former Westfield Councilman
Frank Rodgers cited a parking study
that showed people will not travel
more than 700 feet from where
they park. He also raised the issue
of safety and security and women’s
proven reluctance to use upper
decks of parking facilities.

Lorraine Rodgers asked for as-
surance that taxpayers would not
be asked to pick up the slack if the
deck did not operate self-suffi-
ciently as predicted.

There were major concerns ex-
pressed about the impact a parking
structure would have on traffic
along South Avenue. Residents also
questioned what the impact would
be if motorists used side streets
like Boulevard and Summit Av-
enue to bypass the light at South
and Central Avenues. Mr. Rich
agreed such concerns need to be
addressed.

Other considerations focused on
the costs associated with maintain-
ing the facility over the years, de-
pending upon the kind of materials
used to construct it. Mr. Rich ex-
plained that the structure is laid out
as pre-cast concrete and his firm
needs to get a sense of the mainte-
nance factors associated with that.

Bearing in mind that the Town
Council still needs to review and
discuss the parking system recom-
mendation, Mr. Rich laid out a ten-
tative timetable for the project:

•April 2000 — Begin meetings
with residents to discuss design
considerations and concerns.

•May/June 2000 — Explore fi-
nancing possibil i t ies. Init iate
changeover of parking system op-
eration/management structure.

•August 2000 — Hold meetings
to determine how to manage loss of
250 parking spots in the train lot
during deck construction. (Rich and
Associates is recommending a
shuttle service to another location.)

•March 2001 — Begin deck con-
struction, which should take ap-
proximately 15 months to com-
plete.

Business owner Joe Spector, Vice
Chairman of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the govern-
ing body of the town’s special im-
provement district, praised Rich
and Associates as “the first group
to look at parking as a system.” In
responding to questions about the
community’s role in financing the
new parking structure, he said,
“What is the cost to the community
in not doing the project?”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking Deck

Westfield Joins List of Towns
Supporting ‘Childproof’ Guns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield became the 16th town in
New Jersey this week to support state
legislation aimed at making
childproof trigger locks mandatory
in New Jersey.

Representatives of Ceasefire New
Jersey, a volunteer organization
which seeks to reduce gun violence
in the state, attended Tuesday’s Town
Council meeting to support the gov-
erning body’s resolution.

Fran Ward of Harding Street ex-
plained that Senate Bill No. 582 and
its companion bill, Assembly Bill
No. 1064, would require that gun
makers adopt available technology
to produce childproof handguns
within five years. This technology
includes such things as radio tag-
ging, touch memory, remote control,
fingerprint, magnetic encoding, me-
chanical and electronic systems.

Thirty days after passage of the
legislation, all new handguns fitted
and sold in the state would have to
have trigger locks.

In the previous legislative session,
the bill was tabled and replaced with
different legislation, Senate Bill No.
2045, “The Gun Protection Act,”
sponsored by Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains.

Mr. DiFrancesco’s bill, which has
not been reintroduced this year, would
require the New Jersey Institute of
Technology to inform the state At-
torney General within three years of
whether childproof technology is
“affordable” and “commercially
available.”

Unless these standards are met,
manufacturers would not be required
to implement childproof trigger
locks. Mr. DiFrancesco’s bill would
require trigger locks on handguns in
the interim.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, noting that
he sees no need for anyone to have
handguns other than public safety
personnel, said he “wholeheartedly”
supports the council resolution.

Mr. Goldman noted it has been
reported that the legislation has not
been posted in the Senate and that
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
has said she will veto the bill. He
called that action “unfortunate.”

The town’s resolution cites infor-
mation from the Children’s Defense
Fund that every day, 135,000 Ameri-
can children and teenagers bring a
gun to school. The resolution states
that limiting sales and transfers of
only those guns with trigger locks to

New Jersey “will result in signifi-
cantly fewer instances of handgun
death and injury to our young people.”

According to Ceasefire, childproof
technology has been around since
1976.

Second Ward Councilman Matthew
P. Albano, who brought the matter
before the council last week, told The
Leader “it is time to safeguard our
most prized possession, our youth.”

Noting the statistic of kids bring-
ing guns to school, he commented,
“If this doesn’t open your eyes noth-
ing will.”

In other business, residents ap-
peared before the council on issues
ranging from the condition of Cleve-
land Avenue and Tamaques Park pond
to traffic in the Washington Elemen-
tary School area.

On the latter topic, Nancy
Thornberry of St. Marks Avenue said,
in advance of the expected construc-
tion of a ShopRite supermarket on
North Avenue in Garwood, that she
would like the council to allocate
funds in this year’s budget for a
parking study in this area of town.

She said her main objective is to
put an end to non-residential traffic
in her neighborhood.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim noted
that funds are currently included in
the budget for such a study.

Mr. Albano said he wants the study
to indicate how one solution, such as
closing off South Chestnut Street,
will negatively impact surrounding
streets.

Stan Karp of Seward Avenue in-
quired about what is being done re-
garding the poor condition of
Tamaques Pond and brook areas. He
noted that the pond is just 100 yards
behind his house and that due to the
stench, he is unable to sit out on his
deck certain times of the year.

Mr. Karp said the pond and brook
must be maintained on a regular ba-
sis.

A total of $200,000 has been allo-
cated in the Public Works Depart-
ment capital budget as part of this
year’s municipal spending plan. Town
Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh has said
the pond needs to be dredged soon or
it will eventually become a swamp.

Kevin Anderson of Village Green,
a member of the New England Asso-
ciation, cited the “poor maintenance”
of the park. He said the pond needs to
be dredged.

Lisa Polner Edles of Cleveland
Avenue inquired about when the town
plans to pave her street. She noted
that the 15 houses on the street have
a combined assessment of $1.67

million. She has been pushing for
action from the town for several years.

Officials noted that the contractor
hired to complete the work last year
took on too many state projects and
was unable to complete Cleveland as
scheduled.

Town Administrator Thomas P.
Shannon said the contractor has an
obligation to complete the street
based on its existing contract.

WESTFIELD
FIRE

BLOTTER
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28

• Nine hundred block of Lam-
berts Mill Road – Electrical hazard.

• Three hundred block of Clark
Street – Unintentional alarm.

• Eleven hundred block of
Boynton Avenue – Alarm activation.

• One hundred block of Breeze
Knoll Drive – Good intent call.

• Eleven hundred block of South
Avenue West – Alarm activation.

• Eleven hundred of Boynton Av-
enue – Unintentional alarm.

• Six hundred block of South Av-
enue West – Structure fire.

• Mountain Avenue,
Mountainside – Ladder truck sent to
fire scene.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29
• Two hundred block of East

Dudley Avenue – Smoke scare.
• One hundred block of North

Euclid Avenue – Smoke condition.
• One hundred block of Elizabeth

Avenue – Emergency medical call.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

• Fifteen block of Lamberts Mill
Road – Unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Quimby
Street – Alarm malfunction.

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
• Three hundred block of Clark

Street – Unintentional alarm.
• Three hundred of Park Street –

Lockout.
• Three hundred block of South

Avenue West – Alarm malfunction.
FRIDAY, MARCH 3

• Three hundred block of Lenox
Avenue – Electrical fire.

• Four hundred block of East
Broad Street – Alarm malfunction.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street – Alarm activation.
• Fifteen hundred block of Lam-

berts Mill Road – Smoke condition.

La Leche League Plans
Meeting for March 16

WESTFIELD – La Leche
League of Westfield, a
breastfeeding information and
support group, will hold its next
meeting on Thursday, March 16,
at 10:15 a.m.

The meeting location has been
changed to the Cranford United
Methodist Church, located at 201
East Lincoln Avenue in Cranford.
La Leche League of Westfield
meets on the third Thursday of
the month.

For additional information,
please call (908) 301-1339, (908)
789-4772 or (908) 233-7164.


