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Borough Council Expected to Debut
Revised Zoning Ordinance Tonight

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A new municipal zoning ordinance
is expected to be unveiled by the
Borough Council at its regular meet-
ing tonight, following nearly a de-
cade of work by elected officials and
others to bring the document in step
with the 21st century.

Former Borough Attorney Dennis
Estis, who is serving as special coun-
sel under the current administration,
updated the governing body at its
March 1 agenda session on the re-
vised ordinance, which he said would
be much more “user-friendly” than
the existing version.

According to Mr. Estis, the
borough’s current ordinance has not
undergone significant changes in
more than 20 years, with many pro-
visions dating back to the 1950s and
1960s — the era when the original
ordinance debuted.

He said the existing document has
often left people frustrated because
related materials were spread
throughout the ordinance, rather than
grouped together, and some infor-
mation was outdated or unclear.

Mr. Estis described the new ordi-
nance as “easier to understand,” with
all information pertaining to a par-
ticular matter contained in one place.
He added that outdated information,
such as references to the now-de-
funct Fanwood Board of Adjustment,
have been excised.

The attorney noted that the revised
document, at some 200 pages, re-
flects input from members of the
council and Planning Board, along
with others, compiled over the course
of about eight years. A current zon-
ing map will be included with the
ordinance.

Pending approval by the council
on first reading tonight, the docu-
ment will go before the Planning
Board, which has 35 days to review
it.

If the board endorses it, a majority
of the council must give the ordi-
nance the green light in order for it to
be adopted. Without the board’s sup-
port, two-thirds of the governing body
must approve its adoption, Mr. Estis
said.

A comprehensive package. the
ordinance defines the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Planning Board
and Zoning Officer. It also features
current information on zoning, park-
ing and architecture, the attorney
explained.

Other sections detail the applica-
tion process for site plans and subdi-
visions; building permits and exemp-
tions, and structures such as fences,
walls and driveways.

The document additionally deals
with such matters as implementation
of state-mandated regulations in
Fanwood and placement of cellular
towers. While they are permitted
under the federal Telecommunica-
tions Act, municipalities can deter-
mine where these towers are located.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who was involved at length with
development of the revised docu-
ment as a member and Chairman of
the council’s Land Use and Historic
Preservation Committee, said he
hoped to see the revised document

adopted as soon as possible.
He observed that many people will

be planning projects for the spring
for which they will need to use the
ordinance as a guide.

Mr. Estis, who has been reviewing
the document over the past six
months, predicted last week that it
would provide “a lot more direction
for the borough and the Planning
Board.”

He cautioned, however, that de-
spite exhaustive and multiple re-

views by himself and members of
the council, periodic amendments
and corrections to the ordinance
would likely still be necessary in
the future.

“Nobody should look at this as the
final outcome,” Mr. Estis remarked.
“There is no doubt in my mind that
there will be errors in the document
It’ll be a growing document, but it
will be reflective of this millennium
rather than the last millennium, and
that’s the critical thing.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP COUNCIL SET TO INTRODUCE
BUDGET WITH FLA T TAX RATE

Scotch Plains to Ban
Political Fundraising

At Municipal Building
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

After several months of discus-
sion, the Scotch Plains Township
will introduce an ordinance at its
meeting next Tuesday that will pro-
hibit political fundraising at the
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

The initiative, which is being
pushed by Common Cause New Jer-
sey and has been passed by two dozen
other communities in the state in-
cluding Westfield and Fanwood, was
scaled back a bit in Scotch Plains—
from a ban on any political
fundraising on any township prop-
erty, including the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, to a prohibition affecting
only the Municipal Building.

Most council members expressed
their support for the ordinance, but
during its conference meeting on
Tuesday night, Republican Council-
man William F. McClintock said he
saw no overwhelming need for for-
malizing the ban.

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” he
said, adding that in his nine years on
the council, he had never seen any
evidence of any fundraising prac-
tices that would raise eyebrows.

Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Jay Bromley said he would offer an
amendment next week that would
extend the ban to all township-owned
properties.

“I don’t think it [political
fundraising] is proper at Scotch Hills
or any public property,” he said. Mr.
Bromley did state that, if his amend-
ment failed, he would vote for the
ordinance in its present form.

Mayor Martin Marks said Mr.
Bromley’s proposal to ban
fundraising on all municipal prop-
erty would be “reinforcing the belief
that politics is bad and politicians are
bad.” The Mayor said the ordinance,
as drafted, “reinforces something we
already do,” and added that “it’s safe

to have it on hand.”
Violations of the ban would result

in a complaint being referred to the
Township Ethics Board, which has
the authority to asses fines of be-
tween $100 and $500.

In other matters, Councilwoman
Geri M. Samuel said a 1999 proposal
to create a Shade Tree Commission,
an idea that was received less-than-
enthusiastically by the council, had
been modified to where the new group
would be called a Shade Tree Advi-
sory Board and have fewer regula-
tory powers than originally planned.
Mrs. Samuel told the council the
Advisory Board would have juris-
diction over trees on public property,
except in cases where private prop-
erty owners request the board’s ad-
vice or recommendations on tree re-
moval, planting or modification.

Certain questions in the proposal,
primarily dealing with the definition
of certain terms and other miscella-
neous matters, still need to be an-
swered before the council formally
considers establishing an Advisory
Board.

Separately, Terrill Middle School
and Coles Elementary School have
requested the placement of flashing
road signs in front of their buildings.
Township Manager Thomas E. Atkins
said the two signs cost about $5,000
apiece. Mayor Marks felt that the
three entities involved in the
project—the Township Council, the
Fanwood Borough Council and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education—should share the ex-
pense, and directed Mr. Atkins to
contact the Fanwood Council and
the Board of Education “because it’s
a situation that affects the three
elected bodies.”

Councilman Frank Rossi backed
the shared expense idea, noting that
it was likely that other schools in the

Democrats in Fanwood Announce
Nominees to Succeed Mr. Populus
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SP Residents Voice Concerns
Over Bank, Pharmacy Plan

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

More than 100 residents attended
the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment’s monthly meeting last
Thursday to object to two use vari-
ance applications for redevelopment
of a parcel of land on the corner of
Martine Avenue at 1900 Raritan
Road.

After several hours of presenta-
tions, the board made no decision on
the applications and continued the
hearing on the matter until its next
meeting on Thursday, April 6.

The site, which is currently the
location of the Park Place Family
Restaurant and a 1-½ story house, is
located in an R-1 residential zone.

The application, by Site Develop-
ment, Inc. of Mount Laurel, pro-
poses to demolish the current restau-
rant and existing house and replace it
with two separate buildings, a Com-

merce Bank and CVS Pharmacy on
the 2.5-acre parcel of land.

Many of the local residents attend-
ing the meeting stated to the board
that the negative impact of this pro-
posal was no different than a previ-
ous proposal, made in 1998, by the
owners of the Park Place Family
Restaurant to expand and add retail
space. That proposal was withdrawn
following strong opposition from
local residents.

Appearing before the board on
behalf of the applicant, Jeff Spalt, an
engineer with Bohler Engineering in
Watchung, presented preliminary
drawings showing the layout of the
proposed buildings and their adja-
cent parking lots.

According to Mr. Spalt, the plan
calls for a 3,649 square foot Com-
merce Bank to be located in the north
eastern portion of the site, but set
further back than the existing 6,700

square foot restaurant, with land-
scaping to buffer the front and side
parking areas from Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road.

Four drive-through windows with
lanes would be located to the rear of
the building, also buffered by land-
scaping.

The 10,125 square foot CVS Phar-
macy building would be located in
the western portion of the site. The
pharmacy would also have a drive-
through located behind the building
to the southwest corner of the site.

The pharmacy drive-through
would have one lane for cars waiting
to access the drive through. Front
and side parking lots would border
the pharmacy.

The plan proposes a two-way en-
trance/exit on Raritan Road, to the
rear of the bank, where cars could
enter to access the bank drive-through

Deborah Madison  for The Times
PACKED HOUSE…More than 100 Scotch Plains residents attended last Thursday’s Township Board of Adjustment
meeting to voice concerns about two use variance applications for a development on the site of the present Park Place Diner
on the corner of Martine Avenue and Raritan Road. The board made no decision and continued testimony on the matter
to the next Board of Adjustment meeting, Thursday, April 6.

Cheri Rogosky for The Times
CRAFTS FOR A GOOD CAUSE…Denise Naomore, who spearheads the non-profit
Kandiland Crafts program of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless of Union
County, helps vend handcrafted goods at First United Methodist Church in Scotch
Plains. The program teachers her welfare-to-work clients to become self-sufficient
through sales, production and marketing of their crafts. See story on Page 7

SEUSS ON THE LOOSE…Students in Bernadette Hoyer’s pre-kindergarten class at Brunner Elementary School in
Scotch Plains recently participated in a celebration of Dr. Seuss and reading. Families pledged to read to their children
on March 2 as part of the Read Across America program sponsored by the National Education Association. Art projects
and activities were related to Dr. Seuss favorites such as “Green Eggs and Ham” and “One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue
Fish.” Pictured, left to right, are: Steven Magnotta, Marissa Ziering, Tyler Merriman and Lynn Babich.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Democratic Municipal
Committee Chairwoman Linda d.
Stender announced the names Mon-
day of three nominees to fill out the
unexpired term of former Council-
man William E. Populus, Jr., who
resigned from the governing body
last week.

Borough officials are expected to
honor Mr. Populus, a two-term coun-
cilman and a mayoral contender in
last year’s race, at the council’s regu-
lar meeting tonight, beginning at 8
p.m., in the Council Chambers.

However, Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern told The Times
yesterday that a meeting of the gov-
erning body to discuss the appoint-
ment of a successor is still pending.
Mr. Populus’ replacement must be
approved by a majority of the coun-
cil by the end of this month.

Mr. Populus resigned from the
council on March 1, citing business
commitments. He is the owner of
two companies in Westfield that deal
in real estate. The former
councilman’s present term runs
through Sunday, December 31.

The committee’s nominees include
Matthew Glennon and Cynthia
Swindlehurst, both current members
of the Fanwood Planning Board,
along with Peter Sayles, who serves
on several local committees. Mr.
Populus’ successor will join a coun-
cil split 3-3 between Democrats and
Republicans, headed by Republican
Mayor Louis C. Jung.

A borough resident since 1992,
Mr. Glennon is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and the Planning

Board’s Liaison to the Fanwood En-
vironmental Commission. He is mar-
ried and has two daughters.

Ms. Swindlehurst is a lifelong bor-
ough resident and Planning Board
Liaison to the Fanwood Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. A scanning

administrator with A&P Supermar-
kets, she was a candidate for the
Borough Council in 1993.

Mr. Sayles has lived in Fanwood
since 1995 and is a marketing spe-
cialist. The married father of one son
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lanes or exit, making either a right or
left on to Raritan Road.

Two proposed entrance/exits on
Martine Avenue would permit cars to
exit making a right turn only, or enter
only from the westbound lane of
Martine Avenue, which is divided by a
concrete barrier.

Approximately 65 percent of the
entire site will be covered with either
building or parking lot pavement, up
from the existing 55 percent coverage
of the existing site. Thirty-five percent
of the 2.5 acres will be landscaped.

The site will have 20 parking spaces
less than what currently exists now, but
the developed areas will extend 15
percent more into the existing wooded
area to the south. Mr. Spalt pointed out
that there would be a substantial land-
scaped buffer around the entire perim-
eter of the proposed site.

The proposal would require approval
of several site variances for the loca-
tion of the parking lots in the front of
each building, adjacent to the main
roads. Front yard parking lots are not
permitted in R-1 residential zones.

The CVS would have 45 parking
spaces and the Commerce Bank would
have 39 parking spaces.

Other site variances for less than
allowable set backs and signage will be
heard at a separate Board of Adjust-
ment meeting, if the use variances are
approved.

Bruce Edington, lawyer for Site De-
velopment, Inc., stated that the pro-
posed development would be more in
conformance with zoning codes, re-
quire less variances than the existing
restaurant and maintain more of a land-
scaped buffer.

Board member Thomas Barth said
that the focus of this hearing was the
approval of the two use variances to
permit commercial buildings in a resi-
dential zone, and that public questions
and statements had to be restricted to
these topics covered by testimony heard
at this meeting.

Other questions pertaining to site
variances, such as signage, traffic flow
and lighting would be addressed at
future meetings.

Mr. Barth also explained that there
would be a portion of the meeting for
public questioning of the expert wit-
nesses regarding their testimony and
another portion for public comments at
the end of the meeting.

Mr. Barth requested that the audi-
ence restrict their questions and com-
ments to the respective time slots for
each type of public participation.

Mr. Barth also remarked that he had
received a number of phone calls from
concerned residents asking how the
board could allow this development to
take place.

Mr. Barth explained that the proce-
dure is for the board to hear and con-
sider all use variance applications, as
well as give the public an opportunity
to voice their objections, which the
board would take into consideration
when making its decisions.

Despite these explanations, the pub-
lic fired numerous questions regarding
traffic congestion, parking problems,
lighting concerns and a host of other

site plan objections at the applicant’s
witnesses and demanded answers.

Mr. Spalt frequently commented that
he was not qualified to answer ques-
tions in these areas, which only seemed
to ignite the audience’s negative vocal-
izations.

Mr. Barth, in turn, had to frequently
remind the speakers from the public to
form their comments in question form
for the question-only portion of the
meeting and to save their traffic ques-
tions for the traffic expert.

Winchester Drive resident, Dr. Walter
Boright, angrily admonished the board
and the applicant for presenting an-
other application, which was not sig-
nificantly different from the 1998 pro-
posal.

Dr. Boright loudly proclaimed that
the residents of Scotch Plains did not
want any kind of commercial building
in their R-1 residential zone.

Fred Johnson, who resides at 1860
Raritan Road, adjacent to the proposed
site, stated that he and his wife had a
reasonable expectation that the site
would be developed in accordance with
residential zoning, and not commer-
cial zoning.

Many of the residents said that they
would prefer to see the site developed
as an open space park or recreational
area.

Testifying on behalf of the applicant,
Howard Becker, an assistant Vice Presi-
dent with Commerce Bank, testified
before the board regarding the bank’s
hours of operation and answered other
operational related questions.

Many residents had concerns and
questions regarding the bank’s drive-
through window operations and the
negative impact these lanes might have
on Raritan Road traffic, if the lanes
were to back up on to Raritan Road.

Mr. Becker stated that there would
always be two tellers devoted to the
drive-through windows, and that in his
experience, back-up beyond the drive-
through lanes, which could hold a maxi-
mum of 30 cars, would not be a prob-
lem.

He also stated that the 39 parking
spaces allotted were sufficient for the
expected number of bank customers
and employees. Approximately 12
employees would be on site at varying
times and in varying numbers, both on
full-time and part-time shifts.

In answer to concerns from residents
regarding the safety of an ATM sur-
rounded by woods, Mr. Becker assured
the public that the ATM area was well
lighted 24 hours per day. The bank also
has a daily pick up of its waste paper
and does not generate any refuse out-
side of the building, according to Mr.
Becker.

When asked how long he had been
with Commerce Bank, Mr. Becker re-
sponded that he had been with the
company three months, although he
had been in the banking industry for a
number of years.

Like Mr. Spalt, Mr. Becker stated
that he was not qualified to answer
several questions that were outside
of his area of knowledge, such as
questions pertaining to traffic pat-
terns, lighting and zoning related
matters.

Due to his lack of experience
with the company and his inability
to answer certain questions, sev-
eral residents voiced their objec-
tions to Mr. Becker being used as
an expert.

Mr. Barth explained that Mr.
Becker was not an “expert” but
only there to explain Commerce
Bank operations, which he was
qualified to do and that many of the
public’s questions were falling out-
side of this area.

The board decided to postpone
the testimony of the CVS
operation’s spokesman and the Pro-
fessional Planner for the applicant
until the April 6 meeting.

After all of the testimony is heard
and the witnesses are questioned
by the board and the public, then
comments from the public will be
heard after a summation by the
applicant.

SP Residents Voice Concerns
To Bank and Pharmacy Plan

Last Minute Change in BOE Candidate Line-up
Stuns Mountainside Residents, Prompts Write-in

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Anticipating
bids for re-election from
Mountainside Board of Education,
incumbents Linda Esemplare and
Frank Geiger, Mountainside residents
like Theresa Hanbicki, Carol Goggi
and MaryBeth Schaumberg were
shocked to learn that Mrs. Esemplare,
a 20-year veteran of board service,
had decided not to run again.

Instead, Mrs. Esemplare served as
petitioner for her friend and long-
time colleague, Patricia Knodel, a
26-year board member, who was
defeated in the 1999 election by John
Perrin and Peter Goggi.

As a result, Mrs. Knodel’s name
will appear alongside that of Mr.
Geiger on the Tuesday, April 18 bal-
lot. Mr. Geiger also serves as
Mountainside’s representative on the
Berkeley Heights Board of Educa-
tion.

There are two, three-year seats up
for election on the Mountainside
Board of Education.

In a telephone interview, Mrs.
Esemplare explained her reasons for
deciding at the last minute not to run
for office.

“There was a family situation that
needed my attention,” she said. “I
thought of the projects coming down
the pike for the board. I don’t have the

time or the emotional stability for them
right now. Family has to come first.”

In commenting on Mrs. Knodel’s
late entry, she said only, “It was too
late to find someone else. I said to her,
‘Can’t you run again?’ She was going
to be my petitioner. I was hers. It was
the most expedient thing to do.”

Resident Theresa Hanbicki be-
lieves the change was made “under-
handedly.”

“It was never made known that
Mrs. Esemplare was retiring, and no
one wanted to run against (her) or
Frank Geiger,” she stated, explain-
ing why no other petitions were filed
by the February 28 deadline.

In the wake of this unanticipated
turn of events, Mary Beth
Schaumberg has announced her in-
tention to be a write-in candidate for
the board election on April 18.

“The reality is Mrs. Knodel’s name
is on the ballot in an uncontested
manner,” she said. “The way it got
there is not in the spirit of the demo-
cratic process.”

Of her decision to become a write-
in nominee, Mrs. Schaumberg stated,
“It’s an uphill battle for all the right
reasons. I put my name in because
people needed a choice, someone
who believes in progress and sup-
ports the strategic plan.”

Judging from the sound defeat Mrs.

Knodel suffered in the 1999 campaign
(she received 516 votes compared to
868 and 884, respectively, for Mr. Perrin
and Mr. Goggi), Mrs. Schaumberg does
not believe Mrs. Knodel will be re-
elected if Mountainside voters are given
a choice.

Mrs. Schaumberg plans to mount a
substantial campaign to spread the
word about her candidacy.

She has lived in Mountainside all
her life, and enjoys a certain visibil-
ity among parents of school children
due to her affiliation with the Parent
Teacher Association.

Mrs. Knodel agreed her decision
to become a candidate was a last-
minute one. “She (Mrs. Esemplare)

brought me the petition and said
‘you have to run,’” said Mrs. Knodel
in a telephone interview. “The rea-
son both of us feel strongly we
should run is most people don’t
have children in the school system.
That segment of the population
deserves representation on the
board.”

She said it was brought to her
attention after last year’s election
that there was a belief in
Mountainside that “only people with
children in school deserve to have
representation on the board.”

“If we’re good enough to pay taxes,
we’re good enough to have a seat on
the board,” she declared.

school district would come forth
with similar requests in future years.
Sharing the cost of installing the
signs now, he said, would set a good
precedent for future requests.

The 2000 municipal budget will
be introduced at next Tuesday’s
regular council meeting. After re-
viewing some final numbers deal-
ing with anticipated revenues for
this year, the council will introduce
a $17.156 million spending plan
that includes no increase in the por-
tion of local property taxes dedi-
cated to paying for local govern-
ment services.

Coles Elementary Soars
With Enrichment Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – After School
Enrichment (ASE), a Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) sponsored pro-
gram, has begun its seventh season at
Coles Elementary School in Scotch
Plains.

This program offers the students
from K-5 a class after school for six
weeks each winter. This effort was
organized this year by ASE Chair-
woman, Rita Pignatelli-Mercuri and
Suzette DeJohn.

New classes this year include
“Harry Potter” where students dis-
cuss a book and complete a related
activity such as “Quidditch.”

In the “Photography” class, the
pupils learn basic photographic tech-
niques and listen to guest lecturers,
such as a representative from a Cre-
ative Memories and Reflections Stu-
dios.

In “Caring for Children,” the stu-
dents perform babysitting services
for the teachers’ children while learn-
ing babysitting skills.

Other new classes this year in-
clude “Check…Checkmate!” and
“Spanish for First and Second Grad-
ers.”

Popular classes which returned this
year were: “American Girls,” “Build-
ing With Lego or Duplo Blocks,”
“Be a Famous Artist,” “Languages,”
“Science Fun,” “Class Des Artistes,”
“Dynamite Dinosaurs,”

“Storytelling” and “Author, Author.”
This year, 237 students are partici-

pating in the ASE program. There
are 21 classes taught by 40 parents
from Coles School and two students
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. In addition, 50 parents vol-
unteered for administrative work.

WILL YOU TAKE MY PICTURE?…Rachel Kreyer has her portrait taken by
Elizabeth Peach while Ed Gates of Reflections Photography Studio gives advice
on taking portraits. The event was part of the After School Enrichment program
at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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LITERATURE BY AUDIO…A student in the English as a Second Language
(ESL) program at School One Elementary in Scotch Plains enjoys listening to
a book on tape. The Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood has helped establish a “Books On Tape” library for ESL students.
Novels and their recorded companion audio tapes are available at the library.
Each student is assisted by a teacher when selecting their books. They are
trained to read the novel while listening to the audio tape and to write a summary
of their book in journals.

serves on the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee and is a
volunteer with the borough’s Fanny
Wood Day Committee and its Rec-
reation Committee.

Mrs. Stender, a Union County
Freeholder and former Fanwood
Mayor, revealed the names of the
three following a joint meeting of
the Fanwood Democratic Commit-
tee and the Fanwood Democratic
Club. The individual who is selected
will have an opportunity to run for a
full, three-year term on the council
in November.

Mr. Populus will be saluted by his
former colleagues for his seven-year
tenure on the council, which began
when he was appointed to fill a
vacancy in 1993. He was elected to
his first full term the following year
and again in 1997.

Council President for a year un-
der Democratic former Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly, Mr. Populus
challenged Mr. Jung for the Mayor’s
seat last year, after Mrs. Connelly
stepped down to pursue the Seventh
Congressional District seat.

Parking Consultants
Review Need, Location,
Benefit of Erecting Deck

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The recommen-
dation to build a 40-foot-high, 360-
foot-long, four-level parking struc-
ture on the South Avenue lot adja-
cent to the Westfield train station
debuted before the public on March
1.

While no one in attendance dis-
puted the need for more parking in
downtown Westfield, there were
many questions from the public about
the structure’s look, location and
beneficiaries.

Parking consultant Rich and Asso-
ciates of Southfield, Mich. was hired
by Westfield officials to examine the
town’s existing parking system, to
formulate a proposal that would co-
ordinate that system and to present a
recommendation regarding the size
and location of a parking deck in the
downtown.

The recommendation must still be
reviewed by the Town Council.

In addition to proposing construc-
tion of a minimum 743-space struc-
ture (offering 471 actual new park-
ing spaces) on the South Avenue
train station lot, the recommenda-
tion calls for the following:

•Reassignment of 147 long-term
spaces from the north side of town to
the south side.

•Tighter enforcement of parking
rules and regulations that would clear
60 on-street spaces.

•Formation of a parking authority
that would oversee the workings of
the entire parking system, inclusive
of the deck and enforcement opera-
tion.

•Expansion of enforcement staff
to include two full-time people.

•Extension of enforcement hours
to 9 p.m.

•Use of multi-space meters in spe-
cially designated lots to allow for
variable parking limits at different
times of day.

•Parking rate increase — 50 cents
per hour for short-term parking, $70
per month for permits in the core
parking area; $50 per month for
permits in the non-core area (south
of North Avenue); $15 for parking
fines.

•Designated short-stay meters at
the ends of certain blocks.

•Future construction of a second
parking deck on the site known as
Lot 1 Extended (near Trader Joe’s)

Estimated construction costs (ex-
clusive of “soft” costs such as de-
sign fees, geo-tech fees, survey
costs, financing and pre-funded
debt service) on the 743-space deck,
the smaller of two proposed sizes
for the structure, total $10.1 mil-
lion. That construction cost trans-
lates into $12,000 per parking
space.

According to the consultants, the
maximum-size structure that could
be built on the South Avenue site
would be a 1,327-space facility that
would provide 927 actual spaces.
Estimated construction costs are
$16.2 million.

The expectation is that the park-
ing system, deck included, would
stand on its own and pay for itself. It
is Rich and Associates’ “conserva-
tive” estimate that the smaller facil-
ity would break even after two years,
whereas the larger structure shows a
deficit every year.

In its recommendation, the con-
sultant allowed for the possibility of
constructing revenue-generating re-
tail/office space on the ground floor
of the parking facility, a strategy
some residents questioned in light of
the goal to create more parking
spaces.

In its review of downtown
Westfield’s current and future park-
ing demands, Rich and Associates
forecast a shortage of 414 spaces on

the north side and 563 spaces on the
south side in five years. By reassign-
ing 200 spaces (presently used by
employees and commuters) to the
new parking deck, the plan is de-
signed to open up more space for
shoppers and visitors to the north
side.

Of the seven sites considered for a
parking deck, the South Avenue site
was the preferred site of the Parking
Steering Committee. Members in-
clude: Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury, Chairman of the council’s
Transportation, Parking and Traffic
Committee; Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba, Finance Com-
mittee Chairman; Michael La Place,
Executive Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation; Town Engi-
neer Kenneth B. Marsh and Planning
Board Chairman Martin Robins.

South side residents from the
Boulevard were particularly con-
cerned about the impact of a four-
story structure on the character of
their neighborhood. Two likened
the deck to a wall that would fur-
ther divide the north and south sides
of town.

Although Rich and Associates’
architect, Chuck Mackey, shared
some preliminary ideas of what
the parking structure could look
like, he assured members of the
public that he was looking for their
input on design and what would
work or not work in a town like
Westfield.

Few of the attendees at the meet-
ing bought into the idea that a South
Avenue deck would free up space in
the core of the business district. They
balked at the idea of building a deck
that seemed destined to serve the
needs of commuters.

Former Westfield Councilman
Frank Rodgers cited a parking study
that showed people will not travel
more than 700 feet from where
they park. He also raised the issue
of safety and security and women’s
proven reluctance to use upper
decks of parking facilities.

Lorraine Rodgers asked for assur-
ance that taxpayers would not be
asked to pick up the slack if the deck
did not operate self-sufficiently as
predicted.

There were major concerns ex-
pressed about the impact a parking
structure would have on traffic
along South Avenue. Residents also
questioned what the impact would
be if motorists used side streets
like Boulevard and Summit Av-
enue to bypass the light at South
and Central Avenues. Mr. Rich
agreed such concerns need to be
addressed.

Other considerations focused on
the costs associated with main-
taining the facility over the years,
depending upon the kind of mate-
rials used to construct it. Mr. Rich
explained that the structure is laid
out as pre-cast concrete and his
firm needs to get a sense of the
maintenance factors associated
with that.

Bearing in mind that the Town
Council still needs to review and
discuss the parking system recom-
mendation, Mr. Rich laid out a tenta-
tive timetable for the project:

•April 2000 — Begin meetings
with residents to discuss design con-
siderations and concerns.

•May/June 2000 — Explore fi-
nancing possibilities. Initiate
changeover of parking system op-
eration/management structure.

•August 2000 — Hold meetings to
determine how to manage loss of 250
parking spots in the train lot during
deck construction. (Rich and Associ-
ates is recommending a shuttle ser-
vice to another location.)

•March 2001 — Begin deck con-
struction, which should take ap-
proximately 15 months to complete.

Business owner Joe Spector, Vice
Chairman of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the govern-
ing body of the town’s special im-
provement district, praised Rich and
Associates as “the first group to
look at parking as a system.” In
responding to questions about the
community’s role in financing the
new parking structure, he said,
“What is the cost to the community
in not doing the project?”
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