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Concepts &Thought

Special Concepts & Thought Notice:
The Westfield Leader is currently looking for freelance writers

interested in focusing on education issues and the Westfield Board
of Education.

To speak with the Education Editor to coordinate an interview or
forward a resume, please write: Michelle H. LePoidevin, P.O. Box
250, 50 Elm Street, Westfield, 07091 or e-mail:
michelle@goleader.com.

Anne L. Riegel Announces
Candidacy for Three-Year
Term on Westfield BOE

Anne L. Riegel

WESTFIELD – Anne L. Riegel has
announced her candidacy for a three-
year term on the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mrs. Riegel has served on the board

for the past six months, after being
appointed to fill the vacancy left by
Ginger Hardwick’s resignation. The
candidate said she hopes “to continue
serving our children and our commu-
nity as an active board member.”

Mrs. Riegel graduated from the
Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Finance
and Marketing. She also received a
Master of Business Administration
degree in Finance and Accounting from
Columbia University, New York City.

Her work experience includes finan-
cial positions at Equitable Capital
Management and Citicorp Investment
Bank, both of New York City, where
she performed investment analyses of
companies for debt investments and
mergers and acquisitions.

Mrs. Riegel feels her background is
well-suited to her current board com-
mittee assignments – Finance, Long
Range Planning and Curriculum In-
struction and Programs. She has con-
tributed extensively to formulating this
year’s budget on the Finance Commit-

tee.
Since moving to Westfield seven

years ago, Mrs. Riegel has served in
numerous volunteer organizations. She
first became active in the 1994 bond
referendum effort which addressed
space shortages caused by increasing
elementary enrollments. The board
managed to add additional classrooms
at two schools with existing funds after
the bond failed.

In 1998, she was appointed to the
Citizens Advisory Committee on Capi-
tal Projects, which reviewed projects
for the bond referendum passed later
that year. These experiences expanded
her knowledge base about public school
financing issues and local concerns
such as enrollment trends, technology
needs and space usage.

Mrs. Riegel is now in her fifth year
on the Jefferson Elementary School
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
Board. She has served as PTO Co-
President for two years, First Vice Presi-
dent, Second Vice President and is now
Advisor.

Her responsibilities included coor-
dinating the school Web site, develop-
ing an annual overview of PTO spend-
ing and promoting volunteerism
through a “Parent Honor Roll.”

Since 1994, she has served on the Board
of Directors of the Jewish Community
Center, where she chaired the Early Child-
hood Committee for three years.

“Since my children began pre-
school,” she said, “I have been very
committed to ensuring the high quality
of their education. My activities since
then further reflect my interest in work-
ing on behalf of them and all of the
children in our community.”

“My commitment to serving on the
board is long-term. I hope to ensure
that the Westfield school district main-
tains its excellence in years to come.
Serving as a board member is a serious
responsibility, which requires balanc-
ing the fiscal limitations of the commu-
nity with the educational needs and
goals of our district.”

Mrs. Riegel and her husband, Rob-
ert, have two daughters attending
Jefferson Elementary School – Mel-
issa in second grade and Jessica in the
fifth grade. Jessica will enter Edison
Intermediate School next September.

Kimberly Rhodes Seeks Seat
On Westfield School Board

WESTFIELD – Kimberly Rhodes
has announced her intention to seek a
three-year seat on the Westfield Board of
Education.

A resident of Webster Place, Ms.
Rhodes and her husband, Mark, have
two children who attend the Franklin
Elementary School. Her son, Christo-
pher, is in the third grade and her daugh-
ter, Amanda, is a second grader.

The candidate has been active in the
education community since moving to
Westfield in 1995. While her children
attended St. Paul’s Day School, she vol-
unteered regularly in their classrooms.
Ms. Rhodes continues to volunteer now
that her children are at Franklin. She also
serves on the Franklin Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) Board.

As the PTA’s recording secretary since
1998, Ms. Rhodes has been responsible
for recording the minutes of all board and
PTA meetings.

She participated in the Board of
Education’s 1998 strategic planning ef-
fort as a member of the Developing Ef-
fective Family, Community, Business
and School Partnerships Committee. The
committee made several recommenda-
tions to the Board of Education’s Long
Range Planning Committee.

Their recommendations included es-
tablishing an independent non-profit
group to procure donations from the busi-
nesses and the community at-large, in-
creasing the number of family education
seminars, developing a formal volunteer
program, and providing all teachers and
administrators with email and/or voice
mail.

In the fall of 1998, Ms. Rhodes was
selected for the Citizen’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Capital Projects. Committee
members “reviewed data presented by
the Superintendent of Schools on district
enrollment and capital needs and formu-
lated recommendations” for the Decem-
ber 1998 $11.7 million dollar bond refer-
endum, the candidate explained.

After the Board of Education approved
the recommendations, Ms. Rhodes
worked actively in the community to
insure its passage.

Ms. Rhodes holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Textile Science from Cornell
University, Ithaca, NY, and an Master in
Business Administration in Finance and
International Business from the Leonard
N. Stern School of Business at New York
University.

She holds 15 years of experience in
bond finance. The candidate has worked
as a rating analyst in structured finance at
both Moody’s Investors Service and Fitch
Investors Service. In 1993, she began
rating bonds supported by student loans,
and in 1995 she started Fitch’s Municipal
Structured Finance group which she
managed until she began consulting in
1997.

While managing the Municipal Struc-
tured Finance group, Ms. Rhodes acted
as rating committee chairman for all types
of public finance securities including
state and local governments and school
districts.

Kimberly Rhodes

She currently consults for MBIA In-
surance Corporation in Armonk, N.Y.
where she developed their bond insur-
ance criteria for bonds supported by stu-
dent loans. She also assists in the training
of new analysts and the marketing of new
products.

Ms. Rhodes is also active in a number
of community service organizations. She
currently serves as treasurer for the Col-
lege Woman’s Club of Westfield. As
treasurer, she is responsible for the track-
ing and reporting of assets over $200,000
as well as annual scholarship amounts in
excess of $32,000.

She also serves on the finance com-
mittee that manages that manages the
club’s operating budget and makes rec-
ommendations to the scholarship com-
mittee regarding funds available for new
scholarships.

She is the co-director of the LOGOS
program at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Eighty children, in kindergar-
ten through grade 5, participate in this
weekly program, where Ms. Rhodes is
responsible for coordinating programs in
religious education, recreation, choir and
dining.

In addition, she acts as administrator
for this program, keeping track of its
participants, volunteers and finances.

Ms. Rhodes is the President of the
Westfield Kappa Alpha Theta Alumnae
Club where she overseas all program
events and communication. As Presi-
dent, she has successfully increased
membership and overseen two years of
successful programming.

She also hosted the annual 1998
Panhellenic Holiday Party that offered
women of sorority affiliation the oppor-
tunity to network and socialize. Proceeds
from the event went to local families in
need.

Active in the Junior League of
Elizabeth – Plainfield, Ms. Rhodes
has been a member since 1997. Last
year, she was a member of the Jumble
Store committee, and she currently
serves as a mentor for new members.
She has also coached Little League
baseball.

Registration Deadline Posted
For Westfield School Election

WESTFIELD — Residents who are
not currently registered to vote should do
so by Monday, March 20, to be eligible
to vote in the next school election sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 18, from 2-9 p.m.

Registrations are available at the Union
County Board of Elections or at the
office of the Municipal Clerk in Westfield.

If residents will not be in town for the
election on April 18, absentee ballot
applications are available at the Busi-
ness Office at 302 Elm Street, in the
Westfield Public School offices, and in
the Westfield Municipal Building, as
well as in the Office of the Union County
Clerk in Elizabeth.

Applications should be picked up as
soon as possible. The last day to apply by
mail for an absentee ballot is Tuesday,
April 11.

Voters will be deciding on a new school
budget for 2000-2001. Five candidates
will also be on the ballot for three open
seats on the Board. They are: Peter W.
Billson, Dr. B. Carol Molnar, Kimberly
Rhodes, Anne L. Riegel and Thomas
Taylor.

Michael Kessler is seeking a one-year
un-expired seat on the board. He is unop-
posed.

Sample ballots, which will include the
resident’s polling place, budget figures
and candidates names, will be mailed to
every registered voter a week prior to the
school election.

More information is available from
the Office of School/Community Rela-
tions at (908) 789-4463 or the Westfield
Public School Business Office at (908)
789-4402.

Eric William Finley
Receives Degree

From Univ. of Delaware
SCOTCH PLAINS – Eric William

Finley of Scotch Plains received his
Bachelor of Arts Degree from the
University of Delaware during its
Winter Commencement exercises on
January 8.

756 East Broad Street � Westfield � 908-232-6770 ext. 126

SUMMER FUN

Temple Emanu-El Nursery School
PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

• Weekly Themes • Half-Day Program
• Crafts, Music, Stories, Drama

• Wading Pools • Movement Specialist
• Shabbat Celebration

A SUPER camp program for
Pre-Schoolers ages 2½-5

Scotch Plains,
Summit, Edison,

Metuchen

Candidacy Process Punctuated
By Administration’s Involvement

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Peter W. Billson, a
candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education, is participating in a se-
ries of articles outlining the step-by-
step process one must follow to run
for the school board. This is the
second article in that series.

WESTFIELD – School board can-
didate Peter W. Billson has encoun-
tered a small stumbling block that he
deems a “veiled threat” in his candi-
dacy for a three-year term on the
Westfield Board of Education.

Mr. Billson has received a letter
from Board Secretary and Business
Administrator Robert A. Berman,
which was carbon copied to Board
Attorney Richard Kaplow of
Westfield, that inquired whether Mr.
Billson’s candidacy raised any issue
under the School Ethics Act, as well
as any relation to a case between
Edward Mueller and the Township
of Brick.

However, when Mr. Billson sought
counsel from the New Jersey Press
Association about the school board’s
“concern,” the Association’s attor-
ney, the law firm of McGimsey &
Cafferty, responded that there is, in-

deed, no conflict of interest between
Mr. Billson’s candidacy and his posi-
tion as Vice President of Operations
at The Westfield Leader, as Mr.
Berman’s letter asserted.

Mr. Berman’s letter cited a case in
Brick Township between Mr.
Mueller, the owner and operator of
the township’s only newspaper, The
Brick Township Town News & Sam-
pler. Mr. Mueller was running for a
seat on his township’s school board.

Mr. Billson told The Leader and
The Times that he does not see where
a conflict lies because he is neither
the owner nor operator of The
Westfield Leader and The Times, and
that the Westfield newspaper is one
of four publications in town.

In addition, his employer occa-
sionally publishes legal advertise-
ments for the school board. The state
mandates that the school board pub-
lishes legals, but the board selects
the newspapers in which they ap-
pear.

The Star-Ledger also publishes
legal advertising for the Westfield
Board of Education, according to
Mr. Billson.

“If they really feel there is an
ethical problem, just don’t select The

Westfield Leader for legal advertis-
ing,” he said. The candidate added
that the newspaper’s business with
the school board only amounts to
less than three-tenths of 1 percent.

Mr. Berman’s letter read, “When I
became aware of your candidacy for
the Board of Education, and know-
ing that there is a business relation-
ship between the board and your
employer, The Westfield Leader, I
inquired of Mr. Kaplow the Board
Attorney whether your candidacy
raised any issue arising under the
Schools Ethics Act.”

Mr. Berman’s letter explained that
Mr. Kaplow supplied him with a
copy of the decision of the Adminis-
trative Law Judge and Commissioner
of Education in “Board of Education
of the Township of Brick, Ocean
County vs. Mueller, 95 N.J.A.R.2d,
222 (1995).”

A copy of the decision was en-
closed with Mr. Berman’s letter,
which added that “this decision ap-
pears to raise substantial issues and/
or concerns regarding the existence
of a potential conflict of interest.”

Mr. Mueller had also filed a law-
suit against the President of the Board,
the Board’s Secretary and its former
Superintendent of Schools, another
conflict of interest which is not asso-
ciated with Mr. Billson’s candidacy.

Mr. Berman further advised the
candidate, “Therefore, I am strongly
suggesting that you avail yourself of
independent legal advice regarding
the Mueller Case and its implica-
tions of your candidacy.” He added
that Mr. Kaplow “has indicated that
he does not feel it appropriate for
him to render legal advise to a pro-
spective board candidate.”

When asked by The Leader and
The Times about the connection be-
tween the Mueller case and Mr.
Billson’s candidacy, Mr. Kaplow
explained that the case “has nothing
to do with him (Mr. Billson) or his
candidacy, but the existence of a
contractual obligation.” He added
that the suggestion to the candidate
was “made in good faith.”

Citing a lawyer/client communi-
cation, Mr. Kaplow would not re-
spond to questioning and stated ve-
hemently, “This is not an appropri-
ate conversation.”

Mr. Berman told The Leader and
The Times, “All I can say is that I
asked our Board Attorney as to what
to do,” adding that Mr. Billson’s
employment at the newspaper and
his candidacy might be “relevant”
issues of conflict.

However, in contrast, Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley
indicated that the Board Attorney
had contacted the school board about
a potential “conflict of interest.”

Admitting, “clearly there are some
differences” between the Mueller
case and Mr. Billson, Dr. Foley
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Rebecca M. Goldberg
Earns Dean’s List Status

At Colgate University
WESTFIELD – Rebecca M.

Goldberg, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Don Goldberg of Westfield, has
been named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 1999 semester at Colgate Uni-
versity in Hamilton, N.Y.

Rebecca, who is a member of the
Class of 2003, is concentrating on
liberal arts at Colgate. She is a 1999
graduate of Westfield High School.

Amy Valentine Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

From Gettysburg College
WESTFIELD – Amy L. Valentine

of Westfield has received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from Gettysburg Col-
lege in Gettysburg, Pa.

Amy majored in Psychology and
minored in French.

Ithaca College Names
Westfield Residents
To Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Abigail O’Neil and
Lacey Shulman, both of Westfield, have
been named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 1999 semester at Ithaca College in
Ithaca, N.Y.

Abigail is concentrating on televi-
sion and radio, while Lacey is focusing
her studies on occupational science and
therapy.

Westfield Pupils Named
To President’s List

At Union County College
WESTFIELD – Union County Col-

lege has announced the names of stu-
dents from Westfield who have earned
President’s List recognition.

These pupils include Tim C.
Dougherty; Dmitry I. Gazarian; Jarett
M. Kamins; Gertrude G. Otto; Michael
A. Rivezzi; Florence Levy; Katharine
M. Doherty; Janice L. Gugliemi; Will-
iam G. Brown; Margaret L. Diggory;
Jennifer D. Flynn; Pamela A. Johnston;
James V. Noblett; Newton S. Riberio,
Jr.; Kathleen M. Curialle; Donna A.
Dinizo-Ruhl; Betul Korkmaz; Eleanore
G. Ralph and Ruth Desiree Urbanski.


