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Since 1984, New Jersey has come
to rely on the state’s Transportation
Trust Fund to provide the funding
necessary to keep New Jersey’s trans-
portation infrastructure — our roads,
highways, bridges and tunnels —
modernized and maintained. For
Union County, the Transportation
Trust Fund has helped the county and
its municipalities respond to the needs
of its growing motorist population.

In fact, over the past year, the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund has pro-
vided more than $24 million to Union
County for capital programs, includ-
ing $200,000 for a traffic “calming”
project in Westfield, and has enabled
the county to leverage more than $18
million in federal funds.

In addition, Transportation Trust
Fund dollars have also been tapped
to fund preliminary engineering stud-
ies that will evaluate the feasibility
of eliminating the Route 28 traffic
circle in Westfield and ways to im-
prove the intersection of Route 22,
Park Avenue and Bonnie Burn Road
in Scotch Plains.

LUXURY
Things that shine or glitter have

always been highly prized by man
and, therefore, have been consid-
ered a luxury. As we dug deeper for
the origin of this word gem we found
out why. Luxury is currently de-
fined as “the use and enjoyment of
the best and most costly things that
offer the most physical comfort and
satisfaction.”

Luxury is derived from the Latin
word luxus, meaning “excessive in-
dulgence in creative comforts and
sensual pleasures; flashy living.”
Luxus, in turn, comes from the Latin
word lucere, which means “to shine.”
There you have a shining example of
the development of a new word and
meaning from an older word, be-
cause things that sparkle and shine
are often associated with things that
are highly prized.

Luxury is also used when referring
to an emotional or intellectual plea-
sure, such as the luxury of enjoying
a sparkling etymology.

Reader Suggests Using Filter to Decide
Who to Vote For in 7th District Race

Don’t Let Energetic, Vibrant Westfield
Explode Into Super Nova of Nothingness

Letters to the Editor

In “astrophysics,” gravity holds the star’s great
mass together. The togetherness of the nuclear par-
ticles creates tremendous energy. The system main-
tains its brilliance through balance. If the internal
energy wanes, the star implodes to a black hole of
nothingness. If the gravity of perspective is lost and
the energy becomes unbridled, the structure is over-
whelmed. The star explodes – a super nova. There’s
fallout throughout the entire region. Recovery from
either event is . . . well, mostly irreversible.

This analogy is the politest way we can think of to
express our opinion about what is going on now in the
Town of Westfield.

There are separate, special interest groups at work
pursuing singular goals to win at all cost. We feel
some of them are forgetting that Westfield is the
primary point. They’re not bad people or organiza-
tions. Mostly, they are wonderful people, the pride of
this bright star. The objectives being pursued on a
stand-alone basis are not bad, perhaps admirable. It’s
just that focus and grace are lost in the game of
winning.

Parking decks, Memorial Pool expansion, central
business district upgrades, arts center dreams and a
plate full of school board bond initiatives yet to be
unveiled are heading for a collision with the
homeowners’ pocketbook. Ever-rising school board
and town operating budgets add to the fray.

Little of this seems coordinated and much of it is
shielded from public view. Few of the groups can
seem to work together and establish community
priorities. It’s win at all cost for each.

We think all the local “wish list” projects should be
put on the table in one list and discussed openly with
the public. Each of the projects should be fairly

evaluated for cost. Each should have a well developed
revenue plan. A cost-benefit analysis should be made.
Then, community priorities should be assigned. Ev-
eryone in the planning process should give and take
fairly for the common good.

There are ways to accomplish many of these projects
if we work together with integration and ingenuity.
Spinning and surprising the citizenry can only serve
to develop bad feelings, which sooner or later will
cause the bubble to burst. Westfield is better and
smarter than this.

We’ve heard several innovative suggestions of how
things could be done if only the various groups would
share and work together. We also hear grumblings
about what the other “guy” is trying to sneak through.

We all love The Town of Westfield and have a big
stake in it. But, unless those at work regain balance
and perspective, the town could go super nova. For
the sake of this bright star so cherished, we believe
that all interest groups must refocus for the common
good. In this way, we all win. There will be some-
thing left of worth to claim.

If you’re on the sidelines, now is the time to get
involved. If you don’t, then don’t whine. If you’re
crusading for a cause or in a position of responsibil-
ity, please think about the big picture. Obtain infor-
mation and analyses from multiple sources. Suspect
some spin and look under the rug.

Each week, we do our best to report fairly and
accurately on the issues. If we offer an opinion, we
clearly denote it as such. If you have an opinion or
position, we’ll publish yours, too. We hope all of you
check things out using independent analysis and
don’t take what we publish for granted either.

We believe in you. Come on Westfield, get a grip!

By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

Sen.  DiFrancesco Proposes Changes
To Rebuild  Transportation Fund

FROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENT

The Transportation Trust Fund
(TTF ) is due to be renewed this year
and I have made the renewal of this
highly successful fund a top legisla-
tive priority. In fact, I have intro-
duced legislation that would enact a
series of significant fiscal reforms,
as well as program reforms that would
enable New Jersey to build a trans-
portation infrastructure that doesn’t
just move people and products, but
one which does so with less conges-
tion and confusion.

Specifically, I have put forth a
legislative proposal that would re-
store the fiscal integrity of the TTF
by reducing its amount of bonded
indebtedness and increasing the
amount of funding for pay-as-you-
go projects without raising taxes.
Over the years, the TTF lost sight of
its primary mission as a pay-as-you-
go fund for fixing the state’s trans-
portation problems and became a
debt fund used to balance budgets
and pay for routine operational costs
that are more appropriately paid for
out of the state budget.

New Jersey’s economy is strong
and revenues are up. We don’t need
to raise taxes to renew the Trust Fund
for 2000 and beyond, and I’m pleased
Governor Christie Whitman agreed
that transportation funding must be a
budget priority in the upcoming fis-
cal year. Her endorsement of this
concept is encouraging news for New
Jerseyans because it improves the
fiscal direction of the TTF.

We also need to change the prime
objective of the Trust Fund from one
of economic development to traffic
mitigation. Recently, the Texas
Transportation Institute released a
study revealing that the annual hours
of traffic delay experienced per driver
in New Jersey rose from 15 hours in
1982 to 38 hours in 1997. New Jersey
drivers understand the negative im-
pact traffic congestion can have on
the environmental and aesthetic con-
ditions of our state.

In order to protect the quality of
life in the years ahead, we need to
reallocate TTF resources to bolster
state efforts at reducing sprawl, to
foster increased use of mass transit
and to support innovative alterna-
tives such as telecommuting.

The legislative initiative I am for-
warding would establish traffic re-
lief task forces charged with identi-
fying projects that would expedite
congestion relief. The measure would
also encourage alternate commuting
by ensuring adequate funding for
bicycle and pedestrian pathways and
ferries, and require the Transporta-
tion Commissioner to employ the
best available technology to improve
traffic signal operation to avoid traf-
fic delays and to reduce air pollution.

Collectively, these policy changes
will help ensure that commuters have
adequate mobility in the decades to
come.

The future of our economy and our
quality of life is inextricably tied to
the investments we make today in
our transportation infrastructure. In
2000, we must invest in an infra-
structure that will continue working
for New Jersey in the future.

*  *  *  *  *
State Senator Donald T.

DiFrancesco is the Senate President
and represents the 22nd Legislative
District.

Being in the Seventh Congressional
District, we are suddenly faced with the
choice of a total of 12 candidates, seven
Republicans and five Democrats, vying
for our one Congressional seat In the
next few weeks we will hear from them
as to how they are going to address our
district’s needs and how they can help
us. In other words, the same political lip
service and promises one always hears.

One simple filter I am planning to use
to weed out almost half of the candidates
is: do they actually care about us? This
should easily be determined by looking
at who actually lives here, and who just
moved in the district for the self serving
purpose of running. Of the 12 candi-
dates, this filter cleans out at least five
candidates, Joel Farley and Michael
LaPolla who are Democrats, and Mis-
ters Tom Kean, Jr., Mike Ferguson and
Patrick Morrisey who are Republicans.
That leaves seven candidates left, whom
one by one may drop out based on their
prospects.

You may be surprised that Mr. LaPolla
should be tossed, since he has the back-
ing of Senator Raymond Lesniak. Mr.
Lapolla should not even be considered.
Not only is he self serving by recently
moving into Westfield to run for this
district (which probably was based on
Senator Lesniak pulling his puppet
strings), Mr. LaPolla was Union County
administrator who, under his three-year
tenure, we the taxpayers gave him and
our freeholders a total of $1 billion (yes
that’s billion!) and actually have noting
to show for that billion, except maybe
large county salaries and a small grant
here and there.

Think about it — one billion dollars!
One wonders why Senator Lesniak is

backing Mr. LaPolla, but I’m guessing
it’s self serving also and may have some-
thing to do with Senator Lesniak’s law
firm getting county work. And those five
names being filtered out are deeply in-
volved in each of their party’s political
games, in which we the voters are just
considered their pawns.

I would only pay attention to the bal-
ance of the seven candidates, because at
the very least they lived in the district
long enough to be in tune with our dis-
trict and be attentive to our needs.

As for myself, since I’m Republican,
I will be voting on my choice of four
Republicans, since the rest were filtered
out.

One last item to mention; I live in
Garwood, and I didn’t see any candi-
dates quickly moving into my town to
declare candidacy. Instead, they picked
Westfield and Warren to schmooze,
which are considered wealthy towns.
The last time I looked, Garwood was
still on the map. Are any of these candi-
dates going to hold debates or special
meetings here in Garwood? Our votes
could swing the election. Remember, an
informed voter makes the right choice
for the political process, democracy, and
his friends, family and neighbors.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Former Town Mayor Shares
Views on Parking Deck

Editor’s Note: The following comments
were submitted by former Westfield Mayor
Bud Boothe, Jr. to members of the Town
Council and other interested people at-
tending the March 1 public presentation
on the proposed downtown parking deck.

*  *  *  *  *
No one supports a deck for

Westfield more than I. When I took
office in January 1992 my opening
remarks were to the effect, “Westfield
will eventually have a deck, interest
rates are low, so let’s proceed.” Com-
ments by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
in Sunday’s Star-Ledger indicate the
same enthusiasm for building a deck
now, immediately.

The dirt did not start flying while I
was mayor for several reasons. The
Downtown Committee, the MainStreet
organization and the state consultants
all urged, proceed slowly and be sure
what you want is correct. Parking stud-
ies and a Parking Commission pro-
duced a lengthy report in l996. We also
had the specter of an expensive, high-
rise, underutilized deck up the hill in
Summit. And there was then, and I
suspect still is, substantial objection on
various grounds, aesthetic, financial,
need, to any deck anywhere.

What is our basic objective? An-
swer: Improved parking for three
constituencies, whose interests are
in many respects conflicting: shop-
pers and other downtown users, em-
ployees downtown and commuters.
All three groups include residents
and non-residents.

This report makes the case for

need. I think it reaches the wrong
conclusion on location. I want to
address only the location question
tonight.

Westfield quote “has a parking
problem” unquote. While wannabe
commuters correctly say they cannot
get in the south side lot, and out-of-
town commuters are supposedly to-
tally excluded, most people think of
the quote “problem” unquote in terms
of the central business district (CBD),
where most people experience diffi-
culty parking. In governing, and in
politics, perception is a large part of
any problem and solving any prob-
lem. Any deck not located in the
CBD will not be perceived by the
public as an effort at solving the
problem.

The guts of the report are at pages
4-22 through 4-25. Consultant Rich
and Associates rates Lot 1 extended,
Prospect Street, plus Trader Joe’s
parking spaces, as highest; the Park-
ing Committee prefers Lot 3, the
South Side commuter lot. I do not
like decision making based on nu-
merical schemes - a thoughtful ver-
bal analysis is far better. But let’s
look at how the rating system viewed
these three constituencies:

Rich, on page 4-24, says visitors
and customers are 4 1/2 times better
served by Lot 1 extended than by a
Lot 3 deck - 9 to 2. Employees are
two and a half times better served.
Commuters are slightly better served,
20 to 15.

The Parking Committee conclu-
sions are not that dissimilar. Visitors
and commuters, more than double, 7
to 3. Employees, better by 11 to 8.
Commuters, more than twice as good
with the deck at the south side train
station.

Does any of this come as a surprise
to anyone in Westfield when you
think about it? If our problem is CBD
parking, clearly the solution has to at
least start in the CBD, and the
Westfield residents would see it as

Survey Results Showing Cheating
Leaves Reader, Parent Unsettled

Last Minute Change in Mtsde. BOE
Questionable to Borough Resident

On Monday, February 28 — just min-
utes before the filing deadline — a cur-
rent Mountainside Board of Education
member, Linda Esemplare, withdrew her
application to run for reelection on April
18. At the same time, a former
Mountainside Board of Education mem-
ber, Pat Knodel, filed her application to
run for election to the Board. I find it
implausible that these actions were a
coincidence. Instead, it looks like a cal-
culated scheme to place the former board
member back on the board without a
democratic challenge.

It would have been more forthright
had these decisions been made public
sooner, leaving time for other potential
candidates to formally declare for Mrs.
Esemplare’s board seat. Until the last
minute, the public thought they were re-
electing Frank Geiger and Mrs.
Esemplare to their incumbent positions.
Apparently, no one wanted to contest
Mr. Geiger or Mrs. Esemplare — a com-
pliment to both. If it were known sooner

that Mrs. Knodel was replacing Mrs.
Esemplare for the Board seat, suitable
candidates would have presented them-
selves earlier.

Is this the kind of integrity we want
shaping the future of our school system?
The children, and the residents, of
Mountainside deserve better than this
apparent behind-the-scenes plotting.
Mrs. Knodel, didn’t you just accept the
26-year recognition plaque upon your
“retirement” from the Board of Educa-
tion after your defeat in last year’s elec-
tion? Step aside and let us move for-
ward.

I understand that a candidate has since
come forward to run as a write-in candi-
date to challenge Mrs. Knodel. Bravo to
MaryBeth Schaumberg! I wish MaryBeth
much luck and success in this election
and I thank her for giving us a choice and
an opportunity to maintain integrity on
the Mountainside Board of Education.

Theresa Hanbicki
Mountainside

It has been almost one month since the
8th and 11th grade student survey by the
Westfield Public School District was
presented in the Westfield High School
auditorium. The public was invited to
attend the meeting and, as a parent of
eight children and grandfather of 17, I
found the meeting very interesting and
informative.

Of the two main concerns I left the
meeting with, one has received quite a
bit of discussion, media coverage and
hopefully, positive change. This is the
student - local police contact, which was
highly discussed.

My second concern, which was not
discussed that evening or since then to
my knowledge, is the rampant student
cheating on tests and assignments. The

survey indicates 60 percent of eighth
graders and up to 79 percent of 11th
graders cheat. Overall about 70 percent
of the students who were surveyed cheat
on their tests and assignments.

Is being dishonest and lying the grow-
ing acceptable trend in our society to-
day? Can this lead to our society’s down-
fall? Maybe now is the time that each of
us — teachers, parents, grandparents —
recognize that only the truth will make
us free.

My thanks to all the town leaders,
parents and school staff that worked on
this survey. It could bring back a little
honest self discipline into the lives of
each of us. . . students included!

Fred J. Cemidlin, Jr.
Westfield

Scotch Plains Resident Questions
Two School Board Members’ Actions

Thank You Extended to Many People
Involved in Recent Symphony Gala

After attending the February 28 Facil-
ity Meeting at Evergreen School in
Scotch Plains and reading the comments
that were quoted by Richard R. Meade
and Lance Porter in The Record Press, I
would like to address these two Board of
Education members.

Mr. Meade — I am sorry to say that
you cannot handle criticism maturely as
you lashed out at the public/taxpayer
when he questioned you about not being
present at the February 16 Board meet-
ing. You are quoted in The Record Press
as saying “this is a volunteer job, I don’t
get paid for this.” You wanted this job

and campaigned for the public/taxpay-
ers to vote for you, which obviously they
did; now it’s time for you to show some
respect to your constituents.

Mr. Porter — as for you not being
present at the February 16 Board meet-
ing, according to your remarks in The
Record Press, what kind of answer is it
to say “I use television and newspaper
accounts to keep abreast of the issues.”

I find that it would be impossible
when the camera (Channel 34) was turned
off as soon as it was time for the public
to voice their opinion.

Incidentally, after both were not
present at the February 16 Board meet-
ing, they were called by some of the
public regarding the school realignment
— why am I not surprised that both Mr.
Meade and Mr. Porter didn’t have the
courtesy to return phone calls from the
community on this important issue.

I question both their integrity and
opinion!

Mary Alice Freitag
Scotch Plains

I would like to take this opportunity to
once again thank chairwoman, Jane
Francz, and the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Board of Directors, for bestow-
ing on me, the title “Honorary Chair-
man”, at its most recent fund raising gala.

The Gala was held at the Short Hills
Hilton, with over 300 Symphony sup-
porters in attendance. A good time was
had by all, and, I understand a record
amount of money was raised for the
Symphony, in addition to the evening
providing the largest number of attend-
ees ever!

This is clearly a tribute to both the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, and, the
people of Westfield and the surrounding
areas. I might add, that even folks who
were unable to attend gave generously.
Westfield is, and always has been, a
community of like-minded individuals
who volunteer generously of their time
and resources.

A hearty thank, you to Jon Bramnick,
auctioneer extraordinaire. Jon has an in-
nate ability to encourage a little extra
generosity from his audience, while at the
same time leaving a smile on their faces.

To the corporate and retail sponsors,
thank you all for going beyond the call of
duty in providing auction items. An-
other reason Westfield residents support
our downtown.

The Westfield Symphony Orchestra
is the “Crown Jewel” of our community,
if not the entire county as well. An
evening out listening to the sounds of the
orchestra and delighting in the magic of
orchestra maestro, David Wroe, is an
evening well spent.

I urge all to consider a subscription to
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
participate in the warmth and energy of
an orchestra performance.

Keith S. Hertell
Westfield

Fanwood Resident Says Not Too Late
To Declare School Plan is Not Right

In response to the article of March 2 in
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood with respect to
SP-F’s proposal to reconfigure our
schools, it needs to be said that Richard
Meade’s statements are typical of cer-
tain board members’ methods of sway-
ing this community to vote in favor of
their plan to move the fifth grade stu-
dents into middle school.

His comments are, and I quote,
(Meade) “cautions those people who
opposed the idea of moving the fifth
grade into middle school to consider the
implications of their decision not to sup-
port the eventual bond referendum. When
it comes to the bond, which is the better
decision for your kids? Don’t look at it
(bond) as if you wish it were a different
plan.” In other words, there is no choice
here.

If we do not let them move our fifth
grade students into middle school, we do
not get any renovations to, or relief in
overcrowding of our schools. This state-
ment sums up the general feeling in this
community that we are being forced into
making a decision in a “no-win” situa-
tion. Including these two separate issues
under one bond referendum, does, as
Mr. Meade states, make this a choice of
“which is the better decision for your
kids.”

Many appeals were made to the board
to consider other plans that would better
serve our children and this community
as a whole. So now, the only option left
for those who do not believe in this grade

reconfiguration, is to refuse to accept the
plan being forced upon us. In voting no
against this bond, we are making a better
decision for our kids!

Janice L. Van Brunt
Fanwood
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